
1 

 

Town of Red Hook 

Agriculture and Open Space Committee 

Minutes of April 25, 2011 

 

Attendance: Richard Biezynski (Richie), Michael Grady (Mike), Norman Greig (Norm) (Co-
chairperson), Peter Hubbell (Pete) (Co-chairperson), Mary Ann Johnson (Mary Ann) (7:05), 
Marina Michahelles, Kenneth Migliorelli (Ken), James Stagias (Jim) and Linda Keeling, 
secretary 

Liaison: Town Board Councilman William O’Neill (Bill) (7:10) 

Guests: Amy Dubin, Albert Trezza (Al) (8:05) 

Co-chairperson Pete Hubbell opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. in the Conference Meeting Room 
at the Red Hook Town Hall. He had all the members introduce themselves to the new secretary, 
Linda Keeling.  

Co-Chairperson Hubbell noted the Committee held a meeting on Monday, March 28, 2011 and 
was tape recorded by himself for the courtesy of the secretary who was away for a special 
celebration of her mother’s 100th birthday party. The machine failed to record the meeting; 
therefore, no minutes are available from that date.  

Co-Chairperson Hubbell passed out an agenda to everyone. 

Discussions:  

1. Red Hook IGA: The grocery store has gone out-of-business and the facility is up for sale. 
There was speculative discussion on what types of businesses, for example, Tractor Supply and 
how it might competitively affect the farming community and other businesses within the 
Commercial area.  

2. Farm Tours 2011 and Red Hook Ag Roundtable: Last year there were farm tours which were 
helpful. Marina felt it was worth doing again because it is an opportunity to get to know the 
farmers and their operations. It facilitates open avenues of communication as it relates to farming 
issues.  

Ken described the types of supportive operations complimentary for farming to be successful: 
slaughterhouse, community mechanic shop, milling for grain cleaning, and Farm-to-Table 
follow-up. Presently, there is a lack of basic infrastructure. 
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Norm felt these are two separate valuable committees with divergent and parallel concerns but 
makes it difficult for interested persons to find the time to attend both.  

Pete mentioned Lindsey and the Orange County assessments. It was felt contact should be made 
with her regarding the easement purchase potential on this side of the Hudson River. He will 
approach Scenic Hudson and Winnakee Land Trust about the Vermont program orchestrated by 
Alex Wiley. If she is to be invited for the Thursday 19th event, she should stay over as a guest. 
Pete felt it was too soon to plan this. 

Pete asked the group about other means of popularizing farming for example through a Farm 
Day. He noted that bicycle tours have been successful events. Marina suggested calling it “Tour 
de Farms”.  

Mary Ann felt this works well within the 10% Challenge of getting 10% of the population to 
reduce their energy use by 10%. 

New member, Mike, wanted to know if the Ag & Open Space Committee did a farm tour last 
year. Norm answered no. 

Pete mentioned that Scenic Hudson had a celebration event focusing on their 60 miles of 
easements, one being our local Poet’s Walk. It was very successful and attracted over 100 
people. 

3. Maine Local Ordinance: Pete included, on the agenda, the April 4, 2011 article entitled: 
“Third Maine Town Passes Landmark Local Food Ordinance” with the local food and self-
governance ordinance viewable at: www.localfoodlocalrules.wordpress.com There was some 
discussion on the topic regarding the exemption of local towns and food safety.  

Ken felt small farms want to be exempt as they are already inspected by Ag & Markets. Richie 
included the USDA, too. 

Norman indicated that milk processing can involve multiple state dairy inspections. 

According to Ken, the FDA writes up the food safety guidelines. There will be public hearings 
throughout the country in 2012 with implementation sometime in 2013-2014. The focus is on 
good Ag practices with traceability from the store to the field. The town could pass its own law 
but federal and state laws would override any local law.  

Richie noted that vegetable greens’ source of contamination is from water irrigation systems, not 
surface water. He cited an instance whereby spinach was contaminated after wild pigs walked 
within the crop. 

Norman commented that it is never legal to sell raw milk. Marina countered that in Marlboro, 
after getting a license, customers can get raw milk if they show up with their own container. 
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Ken noted that Betsy Barnes felt that organic is easier because it has lots of paperwork. There is 
a global gap in the overseas market. Europe might have different standards then the FDA. There 
needs to be a uniform standard. There are different strains of e-coli and depending on the water 
application there might be a change in a personal reaction to the bacteria.  

Mary Ann felt local food vendors stimulate the market. She would like to see the regulations 
loosened for the school districts.  

Richie noted that a farmer can’t plant within 75 feet of a pond. He suggests always rinsing food 
even if it is produced organically from the field before eating. The main problem is when washed 
greens are bagged and there is some bacteria, it multiples. Meat producers need to be cleaner 
now than in the past. Each County’s inspection levels vary with Dutchess being at a higher level. 

Pete visited the Kalina Farm regarding a standard conservation easement. The soils and layout 
could support a farmer. 100 acres are proposed to be under an easement. 50 acres, on the far 
west, are located near Rokeby Road’s sharp turn for an open space easement. 50 acres are 
reserved for trees.  The property owners talked with Dutchess Land Conservancy Trust and 
Scenic Hudson and had it appraised last year which is probably a low figure. The owners want to 
keep the property for their children in the event they want to farm it; however, they don’t want to 
put their own money into it. Currently, Vosburgh rents the land. Presently, there is a funding 
problem. Pete described the possible funding sources as Dutchess Land Conservancy Trust and 
Scenic Hudson partnership, attempting 50% federal money, 25% Town and 25% from someplace 
else and/or the town’s Community Preservation Fund. The funds availability is dependent on 2% 
of the land sales above the average price which was $320,000 and is down to about $260,000. 
Easements are exempt from taxes. Pete estimated the Kalina’s easement would be worth between 
$500,000 and $750,000 value easement. The Town could not put up more than half. 

Amy was concerned with the character of the land. 

Norman said the Kalina property was initially rough, wet and wooded land. Mr. Kalina used his 
bulldozer to remove large rock outcroppings. He groomed the land and dug a large pond. Pete 
added the soils are good. 

Ken said the Town Board needs a recommendation from the Ag & Open Space Committee 
(AOS) on the Kalina property. Richie thought it was not needed yet.  

MOTION:  Norman Greig motioned for Pete Hubbell to contact Supervisor Sue Crane with a 
recommendation from the AOS Committee regarding the Kalina property, Ken seconded. All 
agreed. 

Mary Ann noted there is a global gap training session coming up in Louisiana.  
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4. New Business: Bill addressed the Ag fence issue again. He noted that the 20 year old law issue 
was sent back to the Zoning Review Committee (ZRC) and they felt the law should not be 
changed because fence types would need defining. ZRC would have the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer (ZEO) handle the fence issue on a case-by-case basis. Others felt there never should have 
been a fence law and there has always been an exemption for greenhouses and fences. The 
farmers felt the $50 permit fee should be waived along with the permit as it is an encumbrance to 
the operation of the farm. Some felt the Town’s definition of an Ag fence and the Ag’s 
Department’s definition differ substantially. A heated discussion ensued. It was noted that the 
present law has not been enforced. Mary Ann advocated exempting agricultural fences. She will 
find a sample regulation from another town. 

MOTION: Mary Ann Johnson motioned that Pete Hubbell write a letter to the Town Board to 
respectfully disagree with the ZRC’s determination and we are asking the Town Board to take 
action on the Ag fence issue, Norman Greig seconded. All agreed. 

Ken questioned Mike, as this was his 4th meeting, on how he heard about the AOSC and how he 
got voted on the AOSC. Ken said usually a person is interviewed by the Committee and then 
recommended to the Town Board. It seemed odd that Mike showed up one meeting and was put 
on the Committee. Ken pointed out that Mike’s website degraded a multi-generational local 
farm. Mike responded that he felt terrible about his blog as he was not thinking properly and he 
apologized profusely. Mike noted he will be more thoughtful of his writings in the future and 
wants to be supportive of the farms. 

Norm indicated that the farm community is loosely knit, problems in the market place are much 
bigger, and everyone works toward a friendly market place and encourages diverse agricultural 
input.  

MOTION:  Norman Greig moved to adjourn, Mary Ann Johnson seconded and all agreed. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. The next regular meeting is Monday, May 23, 2011. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda J. Keeling, secretary                                                                                                               
Approved 7/25/11 

 


