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Town of Red Hook 

Agriculture and Open Space Committee 

Minutes of July 25, 2011 

 

Attendance:  Co-chairperson Pete Hubbell, Richard Biezynski, Mary Ann Johnson, Marina 
Michahelles, James Stagias, and Ken Migliorelli 

Absent: Co-chairperson Norman Greig, Lindsey Shute and Michael Grady Robertson 

Guests: Town Board Councilman William O’Neill (liaison) 

Meeting Opened: The Co- Chair opened the meeting at 7:05 pm. 

Linda Keeling noted that past draft minutes had not been approved. 

MOTION: Marina Michahelles motioned to accept the Minutes from 4/25/11, Ken Migliorelli 
seconded, all agreed. 

MOTION: Marina Michahelles motioned to accept the Minutes from 5/23/11, Mary Ann Johnson 
seconded, all agreed.  

Corrections were made to the draft minutes of 6/27/11: In the attendance line it should be Marina 
Michahelles and not Lindsey Shute. No specific date proposed for the Conference but rather in 
the fall or winter. 

MOTION: Pete Hubbell motioned to accept the Minutes from 6/27/11 with the corrections, 
Marina Michahelles seconded, all agreed.  

Discussions:  

1. Resignation Received: 

Co-Chairperson Pete Hubbell stated Lindsey Shute resigned and he has a copy of the letter. A 
replacement will be needed.  Potential names were tossed about for consideration: Dave 
Fraleigh, Check Mead, Beth Mead, Don Potts, and Amy Dubin. Marina Michahelles indicated 
the group needs to identify the role of the committee in order to entice a new member. Rich 
Biezynski referred to Norman’s letter that when the Ag group makes recommendation to the 
Town Board they are ignored. 
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2. Kalina Farm: Co- Chairperson Hubbell said the group should be considering the Kalina farm 
proposed easement. He asked if the group should take on a position for the newly passed zoning.  

Pete received an email from Lydia. Carey Watkins Bates is interested in the details of the 
easement and funding. This would be the first parcel south of the Village of Red Hook involving 
100 acres of scenic views with hay and corn grown. Carey will call Supervisor Sue Crane. Pete 
felt the group should support the application. AOSC has a copy of the application. The original 
application goes to the Farmland Protection Committee. The Kalina family will need a partner. 
Rich Biezynski said that Scenic Hudson is still waiting for the USDA for the West Kerley 
Corners properties as individual properties. They wouldn’t do them as a group. 

Pete suggested the group look at the CPF (Community Preservation Fund) and how the 
properties are rated. That group is disbanded but the town accepted their ratings. Bill O’Neill 
presented a colored map of the rezoning. Kalina was rated the second highest. There are 12-18 
factors: agricultural use, water parcels, soils, natural resources, gateway, historic, etc. 
Rockefeller rated the highest. It should be on the town’s website. Pete questioned if a person 
applied it could be PDF money versus CPF money. Mary Ann explained they would come before 
the Farmland Protection Committee first.  

Pete has been in touch with the Kalina family and explained the process. They will talk with 
Carey soon regarding the funding and process. The Dutchess Land Conservancy has no money 
so Scenic Hudson is handling it. An appraisal of the Kalina property was done by Dawn but that 
was a long process. 

The Zoning has been passed. Bill said the town passed the zoning amendments. The 
supermajority vote (4 out of 5) negates, in part, any lawsuit. This makes the petitions regarding 
the ABD and TND no longer applicable. There is nothing that this committee can do about it. 
The zoning could be amended next year.  

Marina had sent information about the OPAV. She hasn’t heard back about it.  

Mary Ann explained that in order to receive CPF funding one has to do an evaluation through the 
ranking system and be listed on the map. The list doesn’t mandate that the owner has to 
participate. The ranking is not related to the property’s value. If one participates with the 
program then an appraisal must be done.   

3. Committee’s Future: Pete brought up Norman’s email and read it.  

Sorry I cannot make Monday nights in season. There is a conflict with my CSA in Brooklyn.  I am very 

concerned about agricultural issues in Red Hook. The fact that the Coons proposal before the Planning 

Board is requiring legal action on Coon’s part to prove that a nursery and garden is agricultural is just 

unbelievable. The fact that our Committee is not consulted about it is equally troubling. It seems that our 

Committee has no real standing with the town and is just lip service by the town about agricultural 
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interest. I would suggest  that with this present standing of our committee agriculture it would be better 

served if we disbanded and instead each served on committees that do have standing, ie: Planning, ZBA, 

Intermunicipal , and Town Board. If no one is listening why should we exist?  The fence issue is a case in 

point. What do you all think? Norman 

Ken thought the meetings could be on Tuesday. Mary Ann thought the group does not have 
enough information collectively to discuss the Bucky Coon issue. The larger issue is what are we 
doing and why? They do have an obligation to review Planning Board referrals but none have 
come through as they have not gotten far enough in the process to get to this Committee. There 
are solutions to Bucky Coon’s problem but it’s not a quick solution.  

Bill O’Neill explained that Bucky Coon had technical issues as Bucky bought a parcel of land 
and wanted it to fit into the current zoning. Bucky went to the Planning Board and was told he 
needed to be in the Ag 20 district. He described his business proposal and they told him what he 
needed to do. After the zoning passed, Coons realized that being in the Ag district he could do 
what he wanted with his parcel without having to go to the courts and Planning Board. On July 
14th, Bucky wrote a letter asking to be included in the Ag District. It is on the town board 
agenda. Bucky has done both processes: Ag 20 and ABD. The Committee agreed it is a non issue 
for them. 

4. Meeting Frequency: Rich suggested not needing a meeting every month. Pete addressed the 
Committee about Rich’s suggestion; Rich suggested that we only call a meeting when really 
needed. Ken referred to the Vermont woman OPAV talk and coupons to encourage shopping at 
local farm stands as it is seen as an extra stop to shop at stands. The incentivizing FMNP 
(Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program) is a federal and state funded program to promote farm 
stands. It excludes meat and poultry. Marina offered to do research into the various schemes 
regionally and locally that would promote shopping.  

5. Promoting Farming through Coupon Idea: Mary Ann felt we could develop a local 
program and possibly apply for the grant next year. Marina agreed as she noted the concept of 
Sustainable Agriculture would have various grant opportunities available. Pete wanted to know if 
this is the direction the Committee wants to go as it would be partially economic development 
and ag committee. Maryann felt there is opportunity with working with the town’s EDC, the art 
community and the Red Hook Chamber of Commerce. Chris Klose is interested in interacting 
with the AOSC.  

6. Disbanding: Bill O’Neill indicated the town board would not want this group to disband as 
they have a long history as a Committee.  

7. The Town EDC is reorganizing. People in the Village of Red Hook feel that is where the 
main focus should lie as there are a number of empty store fronts. Rich, Pete and Ken said they 
have noticed the same thing in other communities. Jobs are difficult to find with this poor 
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economy. Jim felt there is a hindrance to parking when snow is not removed and if the 
infrastructure doesn’t support future business needs. Bill felt that parking in the Village is not an 
issue. Mary Ann felt the AOSC needs a project focus. All agreed to skip the August meeting. 

8. New York City Council: There is a push to get local foods into the schools and other 
institutions. They have been interested in the infrastructure and visiting area farms. Their goal is 
to get food from here into the city agencies. The Procurement individual indicated that the guide 
is 300 pages and he hopes to cut it down to 50 pages. Pete felt it is a very involved contractual 
process to do business with NYC. Jim referred to years past when trucks would stop at the farm 
to get produce then it stopped. Ken indicated it stopped because the prices were very low for the 
farmer. Jim said his fruit was rejected in Boston because it was not waxed. Mary Ann indicated 
that was a common problem. Ken felt the east is a dumping ground for produce from California 
then the prices drop drastically. Their demands for produce held in refrigerated trucks have 
resulted in a reduction in supply. Marina suggested thinking about shared infrastructure costs 
among local farmers. Mary Ann felt the political climate within NYC can get in the way of 
plans. There is one lady from the Council who is trying to promote locations for processing 
plants. Whether or not something happens, they are courting Orange County farmers.  

9. IGA: Pete asked if anyone knew what was happening with this empty store. Jim said he called 
the Tractor Supply Company and they called back with some interest. 

Jim feels since the County has been promoting saving the farms, they should get behind 
advertising them with financial backing. Mary Ann felt this could be a “can of worms” and other 
commercial businesses would not be happy just spending money for the farmers.  

MOTION: Pete Hubbell motioned to adjourn the meeting, Ken Migliorelli seconded, all agreed.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.  

There will not be a meeting in August. The next regular meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
September 26, 2011 at 7:00 pm. at the town hall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda J. Keeling, secretary       

Approved 10-24-11                                                                                                         


