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Town of Red Hook 

Agriculture and Open Space Committee 

Minutes of November 28, 2011 

 

Attendance:  Co-chairperson Norman Greig, Co-chairperson Pete Hubbell, Mary Ann Johnson 
(7:15 pm), Richard Biezynski, Ken Migliorelli (7:25 pm), Town Board Councilman William 
O’Neill (liaison), and Secretary Linda Keeling 

Absent: Marina Michahelles, Michael Grady Robertson, James Stagias 

Guests: none 

Meeting Opened: Co-chairperson Pete Hubbell opened the meeting at 7:25 pm. 

Old Business:  

Member Vacancy: Norman Greig noted that he did not deliver the letter to the Supervisor 
regarding endorsing John Hardeman. The secretary gave Norman a copy of the letter to sign and 
that was left with the Town Clerk’s office. 

ABD Issue: There was some continued discussion on this issue. All felt that Recreational 
Vehicles and Pop-up Tents should be allowed. 

Key to Town Hall: Secretary Linda Keeling is in possession of the key to the town hall. 

Discussions:  

Some minor discussion included deer jackers caught in Elizaville. 

Motion: Ken Migliorelli motioned to accept the minutes from 10-24-11 and Richard Biezynski 
seconded, all agreed. 

 

New Business: 

1. New Dog Control Officer: It was noted that Harold Cody on Lasher Rd. raises dogs and has a 
kennel/ horse boarding business. He is the new dog control officer. 

2. Norman Greig’s Airstrip Application: Norman Greig explained briefly the process he has 
had to go through in order to formalize an airstrip application for his farm land. He went to the 
Planning Board for a pre-application conference involving 90 acres. The Planning Board seeks 
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the AOSC’s advice. There was some discussion about the Sheehan’s 96 acres as part of a divorce 
settlement as noted in the Planning Board minutes. Norman Greig complained about the lawyers 
to the town. They suggested he pay into an escrow account to pay for the lawyer’s involvement. 

3. Kalina Farm: There is nothing new on this farm, still in family discussion. 

4. Buckley Farm: This sold for $1.2 million. The new owners intend to establish a dairy farm 
with 100 cows. All were pleased with this use. The new owners are farm entrepreneurs from 
Manhattan. This property does not qualify for a Community Preservation Funding (CPF). 

5. Soil versus Flavor: Mary Ann Johnson noted that Cornell Cooperatives and the Hudson 
Valley Growers business plan stressed product traceability for a label. Massachusetts will offer 
10 hrs. of free marketability information. Hudson Valley Fresh is part of the Regional Food Hub 
(USDA). Pete noted the growing season has migrated north due to global warming. Pete Hubbell 
would like the group to pursue a grant to get the advertising process going.  

Norman Greig felt they should look into the Lancaster, Pennsylvania which has a good 
agricultural draw. 

Ken Migliorelli mentioned Pioneer Valley and the Rondout map and events schedule. They do 
joint marketing.  

Rich Biezynski felt there should be a Red Hook Farming District, Red Hook Farms or Food 
Source of the Hudson Valley label. 

Norman Greig felt the agricultural resource should be publicized, for example: 8 farm stands, 22 
farmers or Red Hook Regional Farms. 

Mary Ann Johnson felt the town should be marketed as well as the produce to identify with this 
destination.  

Norman Greig indicated that NYC advertising can get back to Red Hook, NY. However, we are 
not Brooklyn. Some places market around a zip code. 

Again, the EDC and the Chamber were mentioned as a possible source for advertising and 
perhaps creating an off-shoot website. 

Linda Keeling mentioned perhaps contacting Mary Kay Verba of Dutchess County Tourism.  
Pete Hubbell will contact her to make a presentation in January. 

Norman Greig did a farm survey and it was determined that 97% of the time people mentioned 
they like to see cows on the farm and 66% said apples. So from those results, he placed the cows 
within the viewshed of people’s picking areas. As a result, people stayed longer and picked more 
fruits producing more sales. 



3 

 

6. Dec. 12th Town Board Special Meeting: This is a special meeting for town Volunteer and 
Employee Recognition with a table of edibles for the public in celebration of the holiday. The 
Town Hall will be closed Dec. 26th. 

7. Central Hudson Corridor Sale: Norman Greig bought the Central Hudson’s 107 acres and 
he is in conversation with Scenic Hudson about selling the development rights. The partners 
would be Scenic Hudson and federal money. Scenic Hudson already has an easement on 
Common Fire and 7 acres across from Rt. 9 near Devereux. Greig Farm has 10 lots and three 
owners involving a total of 130 acres. 

Motion: Mary Ann Johnson motioned to adjourn the meeting and Rich Biezynski seconded, all 
agreed.  

Co-Chairperson Pete Hubbell adjourned the meeting at 8:25 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda J. Keeling, Secretary          

Approved 12-27-11 

 

NOTE:  

Next special meeting is December 27th, 7:00 pm at the town hall. Presentation by Rosemarie 
Zengen on promoting farms in Red Hook. 
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