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CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting 

July 13, 2011 

  Members present:  Chairwoman Brenda Cagle, Zoie Riel, Dr. Jane Ferguson, Anne Rubin, Sarah Imboden, 

   Susan Ellis   

  Absent:  Denis Collet, Karen Schneller-McDonald, Laurie Husted    

Guest:  Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairwoman Brenda Cagle called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M. 

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 8, 2011 MEETING:  Brenda Cagle noted that Karen Schneller-McDonald has 

been appointed a member of the CAC and should be listed as absent.  Brenda added that both Karen and Sarah 

Imboden were appointed on May 25, 2011for a term ending December 31, 2011.  The minutes were approved 

as amended with a motion made by Jane Ferguson and seconded by Sarah Imboden. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Councilman Micki Strawinski announced that Supervisor Sue Crane, Councilman 

Harry Colgan and Engineer for the Highway Garage proposal, Dan Proper, went to the Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) regional office in New Paltz to discuss the impact of the project on the 

Recycling Center. 

Brenda Cagle announced that Energy Manager Anne Marie Hirschberger presented a report on the progress of 

Climate Action Planning to the Town Board on Tuesday, July 12, 2011. 

RECYCLING:  Sarah Imboden’s flyers for “Are you paying too much for your Trash?” have been printed and 

laminated.  Zoie thought that it would make a great “Green Spot,” if they still can be done on PANDA.  She 

also suggested that it be included in Town Water bills, and asked if other CAC members had neighborhood 

contacts.  Brenda Cagle will put one on the bulletin board at Hardscrabble; Anne Rubin will take some to the 

Pool and the Bard Raptor Camp, as well as e-mail Red Hook Moms.   

Zoie Riel announced that she would have the Recycling flyer finished for the August meeting.  

ELECTRONIC WASTE COLLECTION PROPOSED FOR HARDSCRABBLE DAY:  Zoie Riel 

reported that she has not heard back from Advanced Recovery and will recontact them about CAC plans.  CAC 

members discussed whether or not it is a good idea to combine the collection with Hardscrabble Day, which 

has so many events to draw people from outside the Town, and where to locate the collection.  CAC members 

agreed that it still would be good to have the collection at a time when people would be drawn into town, and 

that it should be held at Hardscrabble.  Brenda Cagle will ask permission from Todd Baright for the location.  

Zoie Riel still has a sign for the Electronic Collection, will confirm with the company and check on insurance, 

as it will be a CAC sponsored event.  She also suggested contacting the Chamber of Commerce. The CAC 

discussed hours for the event and will choose 8 AM to 1PM or 9AM to 2PM. 



ENERGY CONSULTANT WORK:   Brenda Cagle reported that Energy Manager Anne Marie Hirschberger 

has given the Town Board more information on the CONSERT energy saving management program for 

electric use.  Zoie Riel asked Brenda to find out what the CONSERT program’s measurable data will be.   

Anne Marie now has an intern, Tim, working on the Greenhouse Gas Inventory.  The Town is officially a 

member of ICLEI.  Anne Marie has met with the Senior Services Committee to develop programs for senior 

citizens.   

The Timeline for Anne Marie’s Climate Action Plan is to have a first draft presented at the end of August, 

meetings with stakeholders in September, a second draft with 30 day public comment by October 10, 2011 

(anniversary of 10% Challenge), and a final Climate Action Plan in place by the end of 2011. 

Brenda Cagle noted that Anne Marie is having difficulty with calculations for transportation miles for the 

Greenhouse Gas Inventory.  She has tried to get help from Westchester County, but their figures are not 

comparable.  ICLEI has suggested looking at Saugerties or New Hamphshire.  Former intern Lindsay 

Chapman had recommended a 15% reduction in transportation emissions by 2020. 

Energy Manager Anne Marie Hirschberger has contacted the New York State Power Authority (NYPA) to 

secure a grant for the proposed Highway Garage.  NYPA might fund the difference between the cost of 

standard electric usage installations and energy saving installations. 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES REVIEW:  Zoie Riel reviewed the June 2011 Planning Board minutes.  

There was a continued discussion of the Bard College proposal to make an addition to the Avery Blum 

building for a conservatory space.  The College will develop a new stormwater plan, with the possible 

inclusion of rain gardens.  The addition will likely create a need for a plan to add geothermal wells.  The 

College has a letter from Christopher Lindner stating that archeological studies have sufficiently covered the 

area to be disturbed, with no findings of significance.  Other business was mostly minor special permit 

requests.  Zoie asked how to evaluate what is of importance to the CAC; Susan Ellis said to identify those 

items of special environmental concern to the CAC.  Susan will do the review for the August CAC meeting. 

HARDSCRABBLE DAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2011:  The 10% Challenge Committee will have a tent with 

bike vendors and a slogan of “Pedal On.”  There will be a bike painting contest.  The 10% Challenge 

Committee has had two grants, and is now working on the second.  The Committee did a compost bin project, 

and is using the money left over to provide bike racks; racks will be placed at Rhinebeck Savings Bank, 

Migliorelli’s Farm Market and Taste Budds.  The 10% Challenge Committee also had 5 compost bins left over.  

Jane Ferguson suggested donating one to the Community Garden; Zoie added that perhaps the Committee 

could donate one for the use of the Community Garden, and one for them to raffle.  Brenda will ask the 

Committee. 

 Energy Manager Anne Marie Hirschberger and the energy group will have a presentation at Hardscrabble 

Day, September 24, 2011.  Zoie Riel asked if they would give information on the stakeholders for the Climate 

Action Plan. 

The CAC discussed set-up for Hardscrabble Day.  There will be information on Zero Waste, plastic bag 

usage/recycling and e-waste.  Anne Rubin asked about refreshments and stickers.  Brenda Cagle said that she 

was going to price a banner and asked CAC members if they wanted to spend budget money on one.  She will 

report a price at the next meeting.  Sarah Imboden will look into the cost of pop-up tents. 



SEWAGE TREATMENT AREA LETTER OF SUPPORT:  Brenda Cagle presented a draft letter of 

support to the Village of Red Hook to revisit a proposal for a sewage treatment system.  Anne Rubin noted that 

the Village aquifer is the sole source of water, and there needs to be support for an aquifer ordinance.  After 

discussion, CAC members agreed to keep the letter the same, and seek to bring residents in from the beginning 

of any future proposal. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, August 10, 2011 at 7 P.M. at the Town Hall 

 **Energy Manager Anne Marie Hirschberger will present a draft Climate Action Plan 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan H. Ellis, Secretary 

   

 

 

                                                                 


