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DRAFT 
 

Community Preservation Fund Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

   November 4, 2010 
 
Members present: Chair Susan Ezrati, Rich Biezynski, Pete Hubbell, Brent Kovalchik, Robin Logan        
Also present:         Harry Colgan, Town Board Liaison  
Absent:        Phil Seymour  
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 P.M. A quorum was determined to be present for the 
conduct of business. Susan thanked Robin for doing the Minutes for the October 7th meeting in the  
absence of the secretary. She handed them out for review by the Board. Rich then made a motion 
to accept the Minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Brent and all were in favor. 
 
Brent commented that at the end of the previous meeting there was a discussion about whether 
properties which are both in the village and the town constitute a subdivision since they have two 
different tax ID numbers, one for the village and one for the town. Brent said that he had contacted 
Christine Chale, the Town Attorney, and she said that such a parcel would be considered one 
property.  It is not subdivided unless the Planning Board determines that it is subdivided.  
 
Susan said that the Board submitted its budget in time. The amount submitted was $7,000, $6500 
for Ted Fink's request and the remaining $500 for the recording secretary. On December 10th she 
said that she and Ted Fink will meet with Town Supervisor, Sue Crane. Sue wants a deliverable 
from Ted for that amount of money. She wants to be assured that there will not be time and material 
for additional charges. Ted has outlined each of the pieces which he would have to do in order to 
produce the same type of document which he prepared for Warwick.  
 
Harry said that he cannot be certain that it will work out to that exact amount of money. In addition, 
the Town also has to write a law which must be passed in order to enable the Manual of 
Instructions and Procedures which the Board has written. Right now, he said, we just have a state 
law. We need a covering town law to enable us to put the Manual into effect. The law will probably 
be one page and will recommend that the Manual be implemented. The job will be done when the 
Manual of Instructions is completed.  
 
Susan said that she and Brent have been working on some of the issues related to the villages. She 
said that she would address the Tivoli issues and Brent would talk about Red Hook. Then she 
would like the Board to discuss how to deal with houses on the Historic Register. She presented the 
spreadsheet on the Ag properties. She said that she had revised it to include wellhead protection 
and drinking water, noting that the ability to get water from those properties outside of Tivoli is 
important. In revising that spreadsheet, she said that she realized that the Tivoli wellhead (which is 
on Al Trezza's property) was not identified before. This is a well which feeds the Village of Tivoli. 
Therefore, she said that she had put in a point for drinking water and wellhead protection. That 
bumps this property into Group 1.  
 
Susan said that if there are other properties which meet that criterion, they would also be bumped 
up. The Village of Tivoli will be looking for new wells in the next three to five years. She said that 
there was a serious water emergency this summer. The Town's well production dropped to 40% of 
what it had been. Brent asked if the Trezza property should also have a point for aquifer protection. 



2 
 

Susan said that it is not clear that it is an aquifer. RIch asked how it is established that a water 
source is an aquifer. Brent replied that there is a map of the aquifer system in the Town of Red 
Hook which was developed by Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation and other agencies. 
There was discussion regarding how the path of an aquifer system is identified.  
 
Susan said that it will be necessary to update the spreadsheet with new information regarding the 
gateways, etc. The parks, recreation areas, scenic viewsheds, trails, pond surrounds and other 
things within the villages have to be dealt with separately. Another set of issues concerns the 
properties which are on the Historic Register. She said that she had identified ten properties, which 
she felt was the whole list. We have to engage our planner, Ted Fink, in determining how can we 
protect these properties, she said. Since the money cannot be spent for maintenance, will Ted put 
in language which says that preservation zoning is needed? If they are not under protective zoning 
or owned by a public entity, then the fund cannot help. Susan said that she will be bringing these 
issues to Ted. The Board has earmarked the properties; Ted will be asked to identify a mechanism 
which will enable the money to be used to protect parks, etc.  
 
Brent asked if there are other properties in Upper Red Hook, Barrytown, Annandale or in the Town 
itself which are on the Registry but have not been identified. Susan said that they have gone 
through the National Registry, but the State Registry could be double checked. Watts DePeyster 
Hall was not listed on the National Registry, although it is a National Registry site. Brent asked if it 
can be assumed that whatever is on the National Registry is also on the State Registry. Robin said 
that if a property is on the National Registry it is also on the State Registry, but not vice versa.  
Therefore there are properties on the State Registry which are not on the National Registry. Brent 
said that the law refers to the State Registry, not the National Registry. It was concluded that more 
work has to be done on this issue. 
 
Pete asked about St. John's Church in Upper Red Hook and the Thomas House across the road 
which was General Putnam's headquarters and has a historical marker in front of it. Robin said that 
the work she did only encompassed the properties on the national list because those are 
necessarily on the state list; however she felt sure that there were other properties which were on 
the state list which have not been identified. She felt that it was very important to research the State 
Registry and offered to do so.  
 
Brent said that he had reviewed all the properties which he listed and verified that the Tax ID 
numbers were correct. He corrected several errors and added St. Margaret's again. Susan said that 
all the State Registry properties should be grouped together, regardless of where they are. Brent 
said that he had checked out some of the gateway properties relative to the aquifer. They are in the 
town, but close to the village. Therefore they may be within the aquifer area specified on the map. 
He reviewed the town list again to verify the scenic district, roads, corridor and overlay. He sent 
Susan an e-mail with the Proposed Scenic Features of Designated Scenic Corridors list from the 
CAC. This list will be considered by Town Board shortly.  
 
Susan questioned how the funds could be used to protect the scenic corridors. Pete said that there 
might be a scenic vista which one would want to preserve and the landowner might be willing to sell 
the right to cut the trees down/develop the area. There was discussion as to how this type of 
easement could work. Brent thought that many of these issues might be handled through zoning. 
Susan felt that the Board's job is to identify those scenic corridors/viewsheds which should be  
designated to be preserved. Then the Board should ask Ted Fink to consult with the Board to 
discuss methods by which that can be achieved.  
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Pete asked what steps have to be taken in order to wrap up the project. When is the work of the 
Board done? Susan replied that she hoped the work would be accomplished by December. In order 
to do that the village gateways, wellheads and aquifers have to be properly evaluated. There must 
be a clean list of state registered historical sites. Brent and Susan are in the process of developing 
that list. A method must be identified which will protect scenic corridors, trails, etc. They are already 
on the list, but there is no mechanism for dealing with them. Brent asked how the money can be 
used for a park if it is already owned and the money cannot be used for maintenance?  It was 
hoped that Ted could provide input which will help to resolve these issues. 
 
Susan handed out a map showing all the properties in the Tivoli Historic District. All of Tivoli 
Gardens is on the Historic Register. She noted that there were many errors on this map. The 
information came from Michele Greig. Harry noted that many people had objected to having their 
properties listed in the Historic District. Brent asked when a meeting with Ted Fink can be arranged 
and Susan said she would call him. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Brent and seconded by Pete. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 
P.M. The next meeting will be held on December 2, 2010 at 7:30 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sheila Franklin  
 


