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Red Hook is known as the “Breadbasket of the Hudson Valley” because of its abundance of agricultural resources 

The proposed Agriculture Business District would: 

✤ Create a new Zoning District to enhance agricultural businesses

✤ Permit any activity connected with the raising of crops, livestock or other farming 

operation as defined by NYS Agriculture and Markets Law (see “agriculture 2”)

✤ Allow a wide range of agritourism and non-agricultural commercial uses to enhance farm 

income, for example B & B’s, wineries, inns, livestock shows, small-scale entertainment, 

harvest festivals, sawmills, veterinary offices, bakeries, etc.

✤ Allow larger farm markets (up to 4,000 sq. ft.)

✤ Streamline the review process for  farm markets and similar uses by requiring only minor 

site plan review and no public hearing

✤ Grant a density bonus allowing landowners to sell development rights at the current 

zoning level, as shown on the Town’s 1999 Zoning Map

✤ Minimize land use conflicts by limiting new residential development to a sliding scale 

ranging from one dwelling unit per 6 acres for the smallest parcels to one dwelling unit 

per  18 acres for the largest (160 acre) parcels, using conservation subdivision design

✤ Permit development of new homes in a farmstead complex without the need to subdivide

✤ Permit retention of farm labor housing even if the land is not being farmed


