
RED HOOK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

June 19, 2008 
Red Hook Town Hall – 7:30 P.M. 

 
 
Present: P. Fredrick, M. Martin, B. Mitchell, D. Moat, K. Wade, K. Zulch 
 
 
The Minutes of the May 22nd meeting were approved. 
 
 
Review of the Committee’s Report to the Board 
 
 The Committee discussed how we should follow up on our presentation to the 
Town Board and the distribution of the report to the Village Boards.  It was agreed that: 
 

1. Doug would request the Board to express its position regarding our plan for 
expansion of the Town’s commercial tax base. 

   
2. Because “the map” inventorying the character of various land parcels is so 

important to understanding our preservation efforts and the tax implications 
related thereto, every effort should be made to have it computerized, printed and 
distributed as quickly as possible. Paul and Leo would continue to work with 
Dick Franklin.  

 
3. The need for appropriate commercial expansion must be conveyed, objectively 

and quickly throughout the community.  In this regard: 
 

a. Kevin should prioritize our list of contacts and propose a plan for seeking 
to contact and make a presentation to each.   

 
b. We should plan to hold one or more large community meetings.  

 
c. We should respond to the Poughkeepsie Journal’s offer to allow us a 

guest column.  Doug will draft an article for review.   
 

d. We should seek to involve as many independent, “outside” parties as 
might help us convey the importance of developing local responses to our 
tax issues.  Kevin Wade will work with Doug to develop a list of possible 
speakers. 

 
4. Doug reported on a memorandum that he and Paul prepared which responds to 

Ms. Strawinski’s questions following our presentation regarding the Inter-
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Municipal Task Force’s recommendations for commercial development. A copy 
is attached.  

 
 
The Committee then reviewed our May 28th  meeting with the Chamber of Commerce 
and ten local business owners. A copy of the “minutes” of that meeting had been 
distributed previously.  So that we could report back to the group, it was agreed that 
Kevin Zulch would contact Mrs. Crane regarding the status of the following issues which 
were put forth by those attending the dinner. 
 

• The status of the Red Hook Village public parking area was the unanimous choice 
of those attending as the most immediate and significant issue. Accordingly,  

o Kevin will ask if the Town Board can state its support for maintaining the 
area “as is” for public parking. 

o The Chamber, representing the voice of many of its members, should 
formally appeal to the Village Trustees to have the parking area preserved.   

 
• Why local business owners who live outside the community cannot have passes to 

the re-cycling center. 
 

The following issues, being the sole responsibility of the Village of Red Hook, Kevin 
would forward them to Dave Cohen, Mayor. 

 
• The merits of having benches placed around each of the village as a convenience 

to those walking in the area. 
• The merits of having the Village police develop a plan for limiting parking abuses 

by locals who regularly occupy spaces for lengthy periods during the day. 
 

  
Other Business 
 

1. Michelle reported that the Chamber’s website is now active.  Doug emphasized 
that we should try to move quickly to develop an Email marketing program in 
support of our local merchants. 

 
2. Doug reported on his meeting with the Dutchess County Economic Development 

Corp at which they indicated that they will introduce us to a developers – one of 
whom is interested in converting the Buddhist facility into a possible out-patient 
clinic and professional office and another who is interested in developing the inn.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55. 
 
THE NEXT MEETING IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR JULY 19 AT 7:30.  
 


