
Economic Development Committee 
8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m., Thursday, April 26, 2012 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Present: Todd Baright, Amanda Bodian, Dan Budd, Beth Jones, Chris Klose, 
Ken Migliorelli, Laura Pensiero, George Verrilli, Harry Colgan (ex officio), 
members; Pete Hubbell, Chair, and Rich Biezynski, member, Red Hook Ag & 
Open Spaces Committee; Brent Kovalchik (Deputy Mayor of Red Hook), Kim 
Gomez (Red Hook Area Chamber of Commerce), Juliet Harrison (Red Hook 
CAN), volunteers; Johanna Bard, attendee 
 
Not Present:, Ed Blundell (Mayor of Red Hook), Micki Strawinski, volunteer.  
 
Call to Order: Chris Klose, chair, called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. A 
quorum was present. 
 
Minutes: On a motion by Dr. Verrilli and a second by Ms. Bodian, the committee 
unanimously approved the Minutes of Thursday, April 12, 2012. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Membership – Harry Colgan confirmed that the Town Board had accepted 
the applications of George Verrilli and Ken Migliorelli to serve as members 
of the Committee. 

 
2. IGA – Pete Hubbell said the Ag & Open Spaces Committee was seeking 

to develop the Red Hook brand, equating Red Hook with the best in local, 
homegrown food, fruit, meats and produce; the Committee is compiling an 
inventory of assets available for agricultural use, such as barns, for 
example, asking What complementary businesses could they house? 
Beef, dairy, food processing, other? He said that Red Hook must be able 
to help young farmers get established, suggesting as one idea a Red 
Hook Ag Bank that could provide micro-capital in a “boost up” program for 
land purchase.  

 
 Mr. Biezynski said Red Hook needs farm infrastructure, pointing out that 
 farm equipment and inputs suppliers and processing facilities were few 
 and far between, unlike thirty years ago, making it harder and more 
 expensive to farm. Also, he said there was a need and an opportunity to 
 re-establish agricultural education in the Red Hook Central School system.  
 
 After discussion, the Committee agreed it is necessary to first build a 
 realistic image of agriculture in Red Hook, and would 1) complete the farm 
 inventory (Mr. Hubbell), 2) inventory available funding sources, such as 
 Open Spaces Institute, Industrial Development Agency, Small Business 
 Development Center and others (Mr. Klose and Ms. Jones), 3) developing 
 a strategic visioning plan (Ms. Jones and Ms. Harrison), and 4) prepare a 



 business plan for the Red Hook Farm(ers) Market concept (Messrs. Klose, 
 Migliorelli, Verrilli and others). 
   
Next Meeting: Thursday, May 10, 2012 at the Red Hook Village Hall.  
 
Adjournment: On a motion by Mr. Baright and a second by Ms. Bodian, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:39 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Christopher Klose, Secretary 


