
 

Town of Red Hook 
 

Ethics Board Minutes 
 

Thursday, January 31, 2008 
 
 
Attendance: Susan Goldstein, Gail Nussbaum, Linda Keeling 
Fred Cartier, arrived 8:15 am 
 
Absent: Claire Horst (called in ill) 
 
Guest: Attorney for the Town, Christine Chale 
 
Location: Town Hall, Conference Room 
 
Call to Order: Fred called the meeting to order at 8:16 am.  
 
Minutes Corrections: Susan motioned to accept the minutes from Dec. 13, 2007, Gail 
seconded it, all agreed. 
 
Purpose of the Meeting:  
This meeting is a continuation of the proposed changes to the Ethics Code. The 
information was emailed to the members and the attorney by the secretary. Linda 
explained that she inserted the attorney’s December memo of our requested language 
revisions. Linda noted that the Town Board has appointed Harry Colgan as our liaison. 
Additional changes and upgrades were discussed and noted on the 1-30-08 revision to 
include: 
 
1. Moving the Definitions to 13-4-a and include “recusal” especially with reference to 
physically removing oneself as it relates to the following: Town Board, Planning Board, 
Zoning Board, and Ethics Board. We reviewed the attorney’s internet “Sample Code of 
Ethics for Municipalities” 3 page reference sheets taken from http://www.nytowns.org. 
#3: Recusal. 
 
2. The gift rule, 13-4-c, was discussed at length regarding the stated $75 amount and 
NYS’s Ethic Code revision which doesn’t have an amount. Based on the difficulties of 
inevitable personal friendships within the community, it was felt that our code’s amount 
should remain as a guidance for potential disclosure above this amount, as in the case, for 
example, of wedding presents. The attorney will get a copy of the NYS gift rule language 
for the next meeting. 
 
3. In referencing 13-5, the attorney suggested creating an Ethics Booklet for the 
employees broken down into sections and easily understood definitions and procedures 
for practical enactment. All felt this would be a terrific means of addressing our 
educational goals for instructing employees and volunteers. A general organizational  
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design might include: An Introductory Letter from the Ethics Board, Cross Reference 
Law Sections, Forms, Examples, etc. 
 
4. 13-8: insert 4th line: “shall” for may 
 
5. Under 13-10-D: Third Party Complaints, item 2: revision addition to read: 
“The name of a complainant or witness may be withheld from disclosure under FOIL if 
the identification is irrelevant to the Board’s determination as to the merits of the 
matter.” 
 
6. In discussing 13-10-5, Christine suggested that we officially adopt the “Operating 
Procedures”, 9-24-07, draft memo (4 pages) that she previously distributed. The members 
received new copies for their review and consideration. 
 
7. Regarding 13-10-E: Findings, Christine noted her error in not including the changes 
that we desired. She apologized and will have this for us at the next meeting. 
 
The group noted that the revisions are coming together very rapidly now. We look 
forward to the attorney’s future final review so that we may present this new document to 
the Town Board for their consideration for adoption this year. 
 
 
Meeting Ended: Gail motioned to conclude the meeting, Susan seconded and all agreed. 
The meeting ended at 9:45 am. 
 
Next Meeting:  Friday, February 22, 2008, 8:00 am 
 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 
Linda J. Keeling,  
Ethics Board Secretary 
February 2, 2008 
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