
Town of Red Hook 
 

Ethics Board Minutes 
 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 
 
 
Attendance: Fred Cartier, Susan Goldstein, Linda Keeling, and Gail Nussbaum (8:33)                       
 
Absent: Claire Horst (required to be at her desk as Sue M. was not present) 
 
Guest: Christine Chale, Attorney for the Town  
 
Location: Town Hall, Conference Room 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman Fred Cartier called the meeting to order at 8:25 am. 
 
Purpose:  To continue the discussions of the Ethics Code revisions 
 
Minutes: Susan motioned to accept the minutes of 4-21-08. Fred seconded and all 
agreed. 
 
Correspondence: None 
 
Discussion: Christine Chale handed out a new revision of the Ethics Code with the recent 
modifications. 
 
Susan referred back to the issue of Ethics Board members and posting of political signs 
on their front lawn. She conferred with Judge Jonah Triebwasser on how the Office of 
Court Administration’s ethics code views this type of issue. He indicated that the judge’s 
ethical code is very strict and a judge could not post a lawn sign. He indicated that even 
attending fundraisers promoting a candidate is not allowed.  
 
The group had varying opinions on the issues of lawn signs and fundraisers. Some felt 
prohibition of lawn signs, while favorable, takes away a spouse’s right. Some felt that 
they would like to attend fundraisers because they promote “fun” activities like concerts 
and dinner entertainment. These tend to be less expensive than the NYS legally permitted 
donation of a large sum of money which could have more direct influence. The feeling 
was that they wish their positions to be held to a higher standard but view some 
limitations as an imposition on personal rights as a volunteer. 
 
In reference to 13-9. D, Town affiliations, Christine reminded the group that the Ethics 
Board is formed from political party affiliations. All agreed that the Ethics Board should 
and does act in a non-partisan capacity when deliberating on matters.   
 
Regarding 13-4. C (now D), Gifts, Christine noted that she added in some concrete 
examples so the employees have a better understanding of what is allowable. Everyone 
was very happy with this section now.  
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Regarding 13-4. E, Representation before one’s own agency, Christine explained the 
issue of representing someone else for a contingent fee as this is not allowed. She equated 
the term “agency” with “board”. 
 
Regarding 13-10. Powers and duties, all were satisfied with the changes. 
 
Regarding 13-12. Hearing procedure and representation, Christine referred to the 
State Administrative Procedure Act (SAPA) and following their procedures in regards to 
reasonable notice and right to council. She felt we may want to develop simpler hearing 
procedures with the town board following up with other procedures. 
 
Regarding 13-17, Penalty for offenses, Christine noted the person could be removed 
from office and a determination of a fine should be specified. She referred to 13-10. F, 
Recommendation of action to be taken which involves waivers and penalties.  
 
There was much discussion on setting a value for a fine. Some felt it should not be a 
month’s salary or an arbitrarily high amount as this may be more economically 
devastating for one family as compared to another.  
 
Christine suggested that a value should be inserted so the employees are aware of the fine 
amount. Some were tending to a range from a lower to a higher dollar amount whereby 
discretion and compassionate justice could be used in “fitting the fine to the act”. 
 
No decision on an amount could be agreed upon at this time. Everyone was asked to 
think about it more for the next meeting. 
 
Christine is hoping she will have the law revised in its final form for the next meeting. 
 
Susan volunteered to re-read each section and put it into non-legal wording for the 
layman’s understanding. All felt that would be very helpful. 
 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting is our regularly scheduled date of Friday, May 16th,  
8 a.m., town hall. Christine hopes to present a final form in preparation for review by the 
town board. 
 
Meeting Ended: Susan motioned to end the meeting, Gail seconded and all agreed. The 
meeting ended at 9:25 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda J. Keeling,  
Ethics Board Secretary  
May 15, 2008  


