Red Hook Greenway and Trails Committee

The Red Hook Greenways and Trail Committee enriches lives through a comprehensive trail
system providing residents and visitors safe and scenic opportunities for recreation, fitness,
education, and transportation.

The Committee develops trails, paths, walkways, sidewalks, shared roadways, and bike ways to
promote healthy community development, environmental awareness, social interaction,
educational opportunities, and nature appreciation.

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, 6 August 2009

Members Present:.  Howie Callies, Chair, Doug Strawinski,
John Kuhn, Susan Gilnack
Liaison Present: Micki Strawinski

Ruth Oja’'s Wetlands Walk Dedication Plaque

New plaque design approved for Ruth Oja dedication.

Map Development

The Committee added the color-coded Red Hook trails to the
Dutchess County map obtained by Susan Gilnack. Susan will contact
the County to see if they can add the trails to the map without doing
GPS recording. This map could be posted on the Town of Red Hook
Website, the NYS Trails Website, and on the Dutchess County
Website. Posting would allow downloading and printing of the map in
color that would clearly show the different trails.

Sidewalk to the Hannaford Light

This sidewalk is now complete and open for use. The crossing of
Route 9 from west to east at the traffic light even with a “walk”
function would not provide easy access to St. Margaret’s because
there is no sidewalk on the east side of Route 9. People would have
to cross Route 9 at some point to gain access to the Hardscrabble
Mall, M&T Bank, and St. Margaret’'s. Further study is needed to
determine the best and safest way for pedestrians to cross Route 9.
Sidewalk to Recreation Park

The Committee believes that this Town and Village Grant Project is
still funded and will be done in the future to complete the connection
from the Village of Red Hook to the Recreation Park.

Clean-Up Day — 19 September 2009

Perhaps volunteers could donate part of this day to do further
clearing of the St. Margaret’s site. Bard students could assist in the
removal of the collapsed shed behind the building and do the
necessary photographic and video recording of the process. Doug
will discuss this with the St. Margaret’'s Committee.



Community Activities for the Greenway and Trails Committee
The following activities/projects/events are under consideration:

1.
2.

3.

10.

Plant and maintain a flower and vegetable garden

Donate the food grown to a local food bank. This could also
be used as fundraiser at Hardscrabble Day.

Plant items that attract butterflies, moths, etc. so that they
can be monitored and studied.

Hold a weekly hike on a different trail each week. Regular
hikes, bird walks, nature rambles as insect, plant, or wildlife
observations could be done. This would be a great family
and 8 to 80 activity for Red Hook.

Keep track of the hours each person walks and award
patches or hats or T-shirts or pins with a special logo from
the Committee. Perhaps local businesses would support
this.

The Watermann Bird Club in Dutchess County holds weekly
Wednesday morning walks and Saturday morning walks;
they also have a youth bird watch program. This adds to the
richness of trail use.

Coordinating with Hudsonia or Tivoli Bays to develop youth
programs is also a possibility.

Over the winter months with adult supervision youth in the
community could build bluebird houses, set poles, and
mount the houses in very early spring in fields along trails to
create and maintain a bluebird trail in the Town of Red Hook.
Money for this project could be raised by the sale of
constructed bluebird houses or other bird houses on Apple
Blossom Day or Hardscrabble Day.

Adopt a watershed program at streams and wetlands in the
Recreation Park. Many topics can be explored in this area.
Environmental clubs from the Middle School, High Schooal,
and Bard College may participate in this as part of a
community education project.

Weekly nature rambles are social activities, educational
activities, and fitness activities suitable for all ages. To be
successful such a program would probably require a
published schedule with specified activity leaders, etc.
Perhaps this could be coordinated with the Recreation
Commission.



