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Recreation Commission Monthly Meeting 
Monday, 10 June 2013 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Submitted by John D. Kuhn, Park and Programs Director 

 

Tobacco-Free Park and Playground Resolution 
The Town Board passed a no-smoking resolution for the Recreation Park.  
I contacted Ellen Reinhard at Smoke Free Dutchess for free signs to post at the 
park.  These signs should arrive shortly.  They will be placed on our two main 
signs, by the tennis courts, the basketball court, the roller hockey rink, and the 
playgrounds.  We already have “Thank You For Not Smoking” signs on all the 
ball field bleachers.  Red Hook joins eleven other Dutchess County municipalities 
and over 350 municipalities across New York State that have passed resolutions 
to have tobacco free parks. 
Youth Member – Recreation Commission/Dutchess County Youth Council 
Recommendations/Nominations?  I have attached the information received from 
Dutchess County.  I also emailed all Commission members copies of the actual 
multiple-page application. 
Maintenance Building Repairs 
On Thursday, 6 June, I removed and replaced the rotted sections of fascia and 
the soffit returns on the Maintenance Building.  This is the first step in repainting 
the building.  I would also like to put new shingles on the roof this year before 
leaks develop.  The current roof is 30+ years old and the asphalt shingles have 
begun to deteriorate.  As the park approaches 40-years of age, infrastructure 
repairs and replacements cannot be deferred without consequences. 
Recreation Park Project List - Spring 2013 
The Park Staff is steadily working its way down the list.  Much has been 
completed.  The demands of mowing and trimming have been great since the 
recent rains.  The fields at the Recreation Park are usually mowed twice a week, 
but recently a third mowing was required for the weekend games on the baseball 
field.  All the picnic tables in the park have been repainted.  The ceiling in the 
Pavilion was also repainted where the plywood delaminated.  The painting of the 
Snack Bar continues. 
Website Updates 
The Town of Red Hook Recreation Website is updated with 2013 information. 
Basketball Court and Roller Hockey Rink Repairs 
Copeland Coating Company is running behind schedule to repair the court 
damages done during Hurricane Irene because of the recent heavy rains.  I 
spoke with their representative Steve Puzio, and he thinks they will have a new 
schedule set by 13 June unless we have even more rain.  Once these repairs are 
done, all our FEMA claims will be complete.  Paid invoices for all completed work 
will be provided as required to FEMA. 
Playground Safety Fiber 
Rain has made it difficult to schedule a time to replace the material on the 
playgrounds.  I am currently holding the purchase order for a time when rain is 
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not in the forecast.  Moving the material with a machine over wet ground destroys 
the playground surface and the surrounding grass. 
Based on our every-other-year schedule, the playgrounds will require the 
replacement of 100 cubic yards of safety fiber to remain in compliance with 
current standards.  This will be scheduled for June hopefully prior to the start of 
the Summer Recreation Program.  The current cost from Ben Veltidi, Inc. in 
Newburgh is $21.00 per yard delivered.  We will need 100 yards to do both 
playground areas. 
Swings for the School-Age Playground 
The chains on all six swings have become dangerously worn.  In fact, we 
removed one swing because the chain actually broke.  I ordered five new 
complete swings since the seats are also quite worn.  The sixth swing space will 
be used for the adaptive swing.  We are currently waiting for the swings to arrive 
from Miracle Equipment.   
Adaptive Swing with Harness 
The Red Hook Girl Scouts raised $200.00 of the $793.00 cost of this swing and 
installation kit.  The Girl Scouts will install the swing with the assistance and 
review of the Park Staff.  The Recreation Commission must approve the 
expenditure from the Equipment Budget of $593.00.  I must receive the Girls 
Scouts portion of the project before I can process the purchase order. 
Restrooms in Snack Bar 
All leaks on the sink and toilet supplies have been repaired with new valves, 
supplies, and in two cases new copper pipe feeds.  These small leaks are 
caused from freezing in the winter that eventually damages the valves. 
Al’s Tile and Marble will seal the new tile floors in the near future.  
Capital Equipment Budget Meeting 
As reported last month, on 4 April 2013 at 10:00 a.m. Doug Strawinski and I met 
with Supervisor Sue Crane, Business Manager Debbie Coon, and Budget Officer 
Rose Rider to review the Capital Equipment Budget Plan for the Recreation Park.  
Equipment needs for the next five years were reviewed.  In 2013 the purchase of 
a John Deere 4120 Tractor/Loader/Backhoe and a John Deere 6x4 Gator are 
schedule.  As you know, these purchases have been pushed forward for about 
three years now, but pushing them further into the future can only be done so 
many times.  The current tractor was purchased in 1990 and is now 24 years old.  
The gator was purchased in 2004 and has seen heavy daily use grooming fields. 
The cost of this equipment goes up every year and EPA requirements change 
frequently.  For example, the John Deere 4005 T/L/B originally selected now no 
longer meets the EPA emission requirements.  We must now purchase a JD4120 
to meet the new requirements. 
I have attached the latest and lowest price quotes for these two pieces of 
equipment.  There has been some discussion about the need for a “third valve” 
for hydraulics that would raise the price. 
The John Deere 6x4 Gator purchase should be done while it is on NYS Contact 
or on NPP Contract. 
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2013 Summer Programs 
The 2013 Summer Programs Signups are complete.  Participants can still signup 
at the individual programs.  I am currently updating the Program Notebooks that 
will be provided to each director.  

 
Why should I join the Dutchess County  

Youth Council? 
 

 To Make Positive Change 
In a time where many adults feel that youth do not partake in many 

worthwhile activities, the Youth Council helps disprove this common thought.  
The Youth Council makes positive change possible in our communities and 
schools through various service projects, government assistance projects, 
lobbying efforts, and conferences.  These and other activities help to assist those 
in need as well as create opportunities for those in our society who are less 
fortunate. 

 

 To Develop Leadership Skills  
The Youth Council allows students to become leaders in their schools and        

communities.  The various activities run by the Youth Council are lead by 
students, not adults.  The directions the students want the projects to take are 
always considered and their input is valued by all.  Within the Council, respect is 
given to everyone and every person has the chance to speak his or her mind.   The 
Executive Committee members also run the monthly meetings.  The Youth 
Council is often called upon by non-profit organizations for their opinions in 
various social issues. 

 
 

 To Meet New People 
The Youth Council is also very popular because it provides the opportunity 

       for individuals to meet students from other schools who have common interests 
with themselves.  The meetings combine business as well as time to get to know            
the other members.  The variety of activities allows each member to participate in 
the events they are interested in. 
 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO JOIN THE  
DUTCHESS COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL, PLEASE CALL  
THE DIVISION OF YOUTH SERVICES AT 845-486-3662. 


