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RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Monday, 10 August 2015 

Submitted by John D. Kuhn, Park and Programs Director 
2015 Summer Programs 
All programs except for the Coed Sports Camp have concluded for 2015.  
Reports and Notebooks are due from Directors on 28 August 2015.  I will send 
out an email to all to remind them of the due date.  I have received several 
reports and notebooks already.  When all reports are received, I will present 
them to the Recreation Commission and the Town Board.  I will then compile the 
reports for the required Dutchess County and NYS Report. 
Youth and Teen Pool Parties 
Kevin Storrs, the pool director, rescheduled the rained out Youth Pool Party.  The 
Teen Pool Party went off as scheduled.  These parties continue to be popular 
and well attended events. 
Adult Leagues at the Recreation Park 
The Basketball League and the Over -40 Softball League report to problems.  I 
frequently attend games of both leagues, and I must say that they are well 
organized and run smoothly.  The Northern Dutchess Bible Church comes in for 
softball games on the Middle Field on some Thursday nights.  While certainly not 
a league, it has had some nights with enough players for real games. 
The Volleyball Courts are used on some Wednesday and Thursday nights by 
various pick-up groups. 
Hannaford Game Day 
As they have done in the past few years, Hannaford Supermarket employees will 
meet for some fun and food at the Recreation Park.  This year it is scheduled for 
Thursday, 20 August 2015 with a rain date of Tuesday, 1 September 2015. 
Painting/Staining Projects and the Recreation Park 
With the help of a Community Service Worker the Basketball Court Guard Rail, 
the North Field third-Base Dugout, and the Storage Barn have been either 
stained or painted.  Staying up-to-date on facility painting is an important part of 
preserving infrastructure and avoiding larger costs of repairs in the future. 
Community Service Worker 
I completed and mailed all required paperwork for the Town of East Fishkill 
Court.  An accounting of hours worked, project description, and brief narrative 
were mailed on 31 July 2015. 
Snack Bar Grease Trap 
The sink drain problems were traced all the way back to the grease trap that is 
now cleaned and running fine.  I have ordered a 36” x 36” concrete cover with a 
24” cleanout from Spinnenweber in Port Ewen to make more frequent cleanings 
possible.  Both the grease trap and septic tank are scheduled for professional 
pumping next year since we are on a two-year schedule, but the grease trap will 
require more frequent cleaning that we can do ourselves. 
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Wetlands Mitigation 
The area in the Rec Park Extension have been staked.  Dave Vosburgh has the 
plans and has scheduled to begin on Monday, 10 August 2015.  The plantings 
required for the completion of the wetland mitigation were sent out earlier in a 
separate email.  Brenda Cagle contacted Schichtel’s Nursery, Inc. for the 
availability of bare root maples trees for a fall planting.  The other plantings will 
have to be acquired from local suppliers.  I now have a list of suppliers and price 
lists.  Who will do the actual planting has yet to be determined because of 
questions about guarantees if we plant them.  The entire mitigation project must 
be done before the ACOE Permit expires.  The funding for the Wetlands 
Mitigation will come from Parklands Funds.  The Town Board approved this 
expenditure on 14 July 2015. 
Linden Avenue Bridge 
The Linden Avenue Bridge is now closed to all but pedestrian and bike traffic.  
Dutchess County engineers inspected the bridge and deemed it too deteriorated 
for safe use.  Shutting down the bridge on Friday, 31 July came as a surprise, but 
at least the Summer Recreation Playground had concluded.  The Bridge 
Replacement Project should begin in March or April of 2016 and be completed in 
time for the opening of school in September.  I must say that having to use Mill 
Road for Recreation Park access adds considerable inconvenience to my day! 
Equipment Repairs – John Deere Gator 
New tires were put on the 11-year-old JDGator.  I kept the tubes from the old 
tiers for later use as the new tubeless tires begin to wear. 
Rhinebeck Legion Band Concert 
The Town of Red Hook Sponsored Rhinebeck Legion Band Concert went well at 
the Linden Avenue Middle School on Tuesday, 4 August 2015.  Forty Three 
people attended the concert.  Next year with better advertising and with signs on 
both Linden Avenue and West Market Streets, attendance should improve.  
Signage for the concert usually costs us $100.00.  Posters were put up around 
town, the concert date and time was put on the Town of Red Hook Website, and 
listed on the Hudson Valley Calendar.   The site does offer better and safer 
parking, has less traffic noise, and is more centrally located.  We will apply to the 
RHCSD to use the site again next year.  A copy of the Concert Program is 
attached to this report. 
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Planning Board Request for Comments on Hoffman Property 
Kirchhoff Properties submitted Suggested Amenities and Recreation Plan for the 
Hoffman Property.  I am concerned that the proposal is designed to avoid paying 
Recreation Fees by providing facilities that would only be used by the property 
owners and not the whole town as the Recreational Park does.  I recommend a 
very careful examination of this Kirchhoff proposal so that no action is taken that 
compromises parklands development in Red Hook.  It strikes me that any 
responsible developer would provide the so-call amenities and recreation plan as 
a normal part of such a large scale development.  I will send a note to the 
Planning Board stating that the Recreation Commission believes that all fees 
should be paid without exception or allowance. 
Dutchess County Recreational Park Safety Inspection 
The monthly fire extinguisher inspection tags are now in place.  Howard Callies 
will do the monthly inspections as he has done this for other properties in the 
past.  As noted last month on Wednesday, 27 May 2015, Dutchess County loss 
control and safety services inspected the Recreational Park as part of our Self-
Insured Workers’ Compensation Plan.  I met the inspector at the park and walked 
with her during the inspection.  All the items from last year’s report have been 
addressed.  We were cited for not having monthly inspection tags on the fire 
extinguishers.  We do have the required yearly inspection certification.  We also 
have replaced the fire extinguishers that were beyond the required use date.  All 
other inspection points passed with no problem. 
Ball Field and Tennis Court Lights 
Problems still exist.  The south west light on the tennis court is out again.  The 
ball field lights lack enough lumens to prevent dark areas in the outfield.  The 
Over-40 Softball League will donate toward the cost of adding a fourth light to 
each outfield pole.  I am researching the cost of doing this with Red Hook 
Electric.  Lighting repairs and installations tend to be expensive.  Stanford Line 
Construction came in with a bucket truck and repaired two lights on the Tennis 
Courts and one light on the Middle Field.  One Tennis Court light had shorted out 
and required wiring repair.  They also adjusted the light on the Middle Field after 
replacing the1000-watt bulb.  The total cost was $640.00.  Again, this is one of 
the subtle costs of Rec Park maintenance. 
Town of Red Hook Employee Handbook 
We received an updated Employee Handbook.  Rec Park staff were provided 
copies along with forms to update employee information. 
Wasps 
This summer has produced an unusual number of wasps at the park.  Wasps 
have even invaded the basketball backboards!  The North Field Third-Base 
Dugout is currently infested.  We spray it every early morning in an effort to solve 
the problem. 
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Pavilion Roof 
As noted in July the Pavilion Roof is leaking and delaminating the plywood 
ceiling.  The obvious spots on the roof have been repaired, but the leaks 
continue.  It may simply be that the shingles have lost integrity.  The roof is about 
25 years old.  I recommend that this roof be replaced next year and that the cost 
be included in the maintenance budget for 2016 or approved at a Parklands 
Funds Capital Improvement Expense. 
Maintenance Building Roof 
The roof on the Maintenance Building requires replacement this year.  I believe 
that this smaller roof can be done by the park staff.  I will get an estimate done 
for shingles, ice shield, nails, drip edge, etc., but I think there will be enough 
money in the 2015 maintenance budget to cover the project. 
Bat Boxes – Eagle Scout Project of Christian Rohmire 
So far there is no obvious evidence that bats inhabit the newly installed bat 
boxes.  Christian told me that it sometimes take one or two years for bats to 
move in.  As I reported last month, on Saturday, 11 July 2015, I met with 
Christian Rohmire and members of the Red Hook Boy Scouts to install four bat 
boxes at the Recreation Park.  Starting around 9:30 a.m. two four-foot holes were 
dug to install the 16’ pressure-treated 4x4’s on which four bat boxes were 
attached.  The posts were installed with six bags of concrete inside sonotubes.  
The work and tool cleanup were finished at 1:30 p.m. after which Tony and 
Susan Rohmire provided a catered lunch for everyone.  This completes Christian 
Rohmire’s Eagle Scout Project.  He will notify us when his Court of Honor will be 
held. 
South Entrance to Recreation Park 
All illegal entrances and exits have been closed.  New access to the upper 
parking lot is now in place and working well.  This solution addresses all the 
concerns of Dutchess County.  Howie Callies spread the dirt supplied by the Red 
Hook Pool and put down grass seed and straw.  Grass has begun to grow.  
Some folks insist upon driving out of the plateau by the pool over the new dirt 
and grass doing considerable damage.  We can only hope that this stops as folks 
understand that such exits are illegal. 
Jeff Tremper – Increased Hours 
Jeff Tremper is now working ten additional hours in the evenings during the week 
and for longer hours on the weekends.  I met with Ann Conway, Business 
Manager, to discuss the number of contracted hours remaining for the year.  
Based on $6,345.76 left in the salary line, Jeff Tremper would be hired for a total 
of 401 hours to begin immediately.  Since he is already employed at the 
Recreation Park for weekends, this would simply be an increase from 207 hours 
to 608 hours for part time employment from 28 March to 22 November 2015. 
Rahn Groomer Actuator 
The actuator that raises and lowers the groomer on the back of the John Deere 
Gator failed after over ten years.  This is a major problem since fields are 
groomed every day.  I ordered a new actuator and sent the broken out to be 
rebuilt. 
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Dutchess County Employee Defensive Driving Course and Basic 
Occupational Safety and Health Course 
I believe that all Recreation Commission maintenance workers should attend 
these courses offered by Dutchess County.  The cost is $12.00 per person.  Is 
this something the town should pay? 
North Field Drainage Project 
Jeff Tremper graded the North Field and installed an infiltrator and a catch basin 
on the south side of the field.  A ten-foot length of PVC pipe connects the catch 
basin to the infiltrator located outside the fencing.  Set two inches below the 
grade of the infield, the catch basin is designed to prevent the collection of water 
in front of the first-base dugout.  So far it seems to be working but the recent 
storms have not lasted beyond a few hours.  The test will occur when we have a 
full day of rain. 
Inter-Municipal Agreement with RHCSD 
The current agreement expires on 31 December 2015.  Harry Colgan, Doug 
Strawinski, and I met with representative from the RHCSD to discuss the terms 
of a new agreement.  The town’s position was clearly defined and supported with 
documentation.  We have not heard back from the RHCSD as of yet.  Ann 
Conway is beginning 2016 budget preparation, and she would like to know what 
paid fees she can expect from the RHCSD. 
Dog Dayz Arts Pop-Up at Historic St. Margaret’s Home in Red Hook 
Preparations to make the St. Margaret’s Home Site safe for an event has been 
extensive.  Everhart Tree Service cut down the white pine tree struck by 
lightning, three elm trees that were snapped and/or leaning, and countless dead 
limbs and “widow makers” hung up in trees all over the property.  Howie Callies, 
Tom Peters, and I cut up and removed all the cut limbs and trees from the site.  I 
also secured the cistern covers with bolts after drilling through the 4” stone slabs. 
The site was mowed and trimmed on 6 August 2015.  The site will most likely 
have to be mowed and trimmed prior the Dog Dayz Event on 21-23 August 2015. 
NYS DOT has agreed to cut down the dead trees in the NYS Right-of Way on the 
south side of the property, but no specific date and time for this work has been 
determined as of yet. 
Sue Crane sent out an email on 4 August 2015 outlining the Red Hook 
Community Arts Network (RHCAN) event at St. Margaret’s Home.  This email is 
attached for your convenience. 
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