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MINUTES 
SENIOR SERVICES COMMITTEE 

September 15, 2011 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Andy Kehr (Chair) Jeanne Duntz, Nick LaCourte, Kelly Mosher, Betty Bader, 

Nancy Finkle 
      Absent:  Carl Dowden, Jennifer Fivelsdal, Rose Rider, Judy Walsh  
      Also Present: Sue Crane, Town Supervisor, liaison, and Susan Davidson, visitor  
                  
      CALL TO ORDER   

Chairman Andy Kehr called the meeting to order at 9:22 A.M. and introduced Sue 
Crane, Town Supervisor and new committee member Nancy Finkle.  He reminded 
everyone of the necessity for the emergency preparedness info the committee has been 
instrumental in putting out, given recent severe weather. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JULY 7, 2011 MEETING 
Andy asked if there were any changes or other modifications to the Minutes. Hearing 
none, Kelly made a motion to accept the Minutes as written. The motion was seconded 
by Nick and all were in favor. 
 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY PRESENTATIONS 
Anne Marie Hirschberger, Red Hook Town Energy Consultant and Climate Change Law 
and Policy Advisor at the Pace Energy and Climate Center, Pace University Law School 
will be presenting three talks on cost saving strategies for energy use: 
 
September 20, 2011, Red Hook Firehouse, 1:30 P.M. Q&A for seniors following the 
meeting of the Red Hook Senior group.  Jeanne and Betty will be present at the meeting 
as committee reps and to introduce Ms. Hirschberger. 
 
September 20, 2011, Red Hook Village Hall, 6:30 P.M, for all members of the 
community.  Nick will be present at the meeting as committee rep and to introduce Ms. 
Hirschberger. 
 
 
October 6, 2011, Red Hook Town Hall, 12:00 to 2:00 P.M.  “Lunch and Learn”. 
Hannaford will donate sandwiches and water upon written request.  Sue will provide 
plates and cups.  Jeanne will be present at the meeting as committee rep and to introduce 
Ms. Hirschberger. 
 
HARDSCRABBLE DAY (9/24) 
It was decided the committee will not have a table at Hardscrabble Day because of 
insufficient volunteers to man the table.  However, the Town will have a Disaster 
Preparedness table at which the brochures on emergency preparedness will be 
distributed. 
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HOME RENOVATION GRANTS 
It was discussed and suggested to be passed on to the senior groups that there is funding 
available for home renovation through Dutchess County Planning, based on age and 
income.  The deadline is October 7, and application can be made through the Town. 
 
FIRE DRILLS AT RED HOOK COMMONS 
Nick reported that they have conducted two fire drills at Red Hook Commons, and were 
able to vacate the buildings in 4.5 – 6 minutes.  They are learning new things each time, 
and the logistics are improving. The drills will be repeated every three months. 
 
FRIENDS OF SENIORS OF DUTCHESS COUNTY PRESENTATION 
Susan Davidson, Executive Director of Friends of Seniors of Dutchess County Corp. 
spoke to the committee about the services provided by her organization, which she 
modeled after Northern Dutchess Caregivers.  The organization provides support 
services to Dutchess County seniors, but does not compete with ND caregivers, North 
East Community center, or Pawling’s caregiver group.  Key points made by Susan: 

 Volunteer Board, all services are provided by volunteers, who drive their own 
vehicles. 

 Her philosophy is “volunteers are the boss”, so they tell her when they are 
available and where they are willing to drive, and she matches them up with 
those in need.  She tells them not to feel guilty if they can’t make it, and that 
takes the pressure off, which makes it easier to get and keep volunteers. 

 She personally handles all the day-to-day organizing and matching up of 
volunteers with clients. 

 She screens her volunteers by personally meeting with them, and obtains from 
them copies of drivers licenses, insurance and proof of safe driver’s course, if 
they’ve taken it. She does not do background checks because she won’t ask 
people for their Social Security numbers. She does require them to provide her 
with their driving record, which they request from the DMV or their insurance 
agent but Friends of Seniors pays for. 

 Susan spoke about possible funding that might be available to us through Section 
5310 of the Federal Transit Act through the NYS DOT, and which provides 80% 
toward the purchase of a used vehicle, usually a 6-12 passenger van that is 
provided by DOT but which the purchasing group must bring up to NYS 
standards. 

 Andy said he spoke with Cynthia Ruiz, Dutchess County Transit Administrator, 
about the possibility of purchasing one of the old Dial-A-Ride vans.  She put him 
in touch with Nick Johnson, the Asst. Director of Mass Transit, who said that 
right now, there are no vans available, but there might be in the future. 

 Susan highlighted the 5 services provided by her group: 
1. Transportation to all medical appointments within Dutchess as well as 

surrounding counties if the senior’s doctor has referred them outside of the 
county. (e.g. 408 trips in August) 

2. Take seniors grocery shopping, as well as provide grocery shopping services 
for those who cannot shop on their own. 
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3. Telephone Reassurance – they have some of their own clients call other 
clients to check on them and see if they need help. 

4. Some of their volunteers visit homebound clients, rather than driving.  These 
volunteers she personally takes to meet with the homebound client, to make 
sure it is a good fit between the volunteer and the client. 

5. Respite for primary caregivers – her volunteers will stay with a homebound, 
often ill, individual while that person’s primary caregiver takes a break, 
sometimes just to get out of the house. 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on October 6, 2011 at 9:15 A.M.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Nick made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Betty Bader 
and all were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 A.M. 
 
Minutes submitted by: 
Kelly Mosher 
Acting Scribe in absence of Sheila Franklin, Secretary, Sr. Services Committee 


