
   RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
October 2, 2007 

 
A workshop meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York 
was convened in public session in the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook, at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump  
   Councilman James Ross 
   Councilwoman Sue Crane 
   Councilman Harold Ramsey 
   Councilwoman Lisa Pullaro 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann 
 Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale  
   Deputy Supervisor William O’Neill  
 
Town Clerk Sue McCann presented the 2008 tentative budget to each Town Board member. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
Supervisor Blum Bump opened the workshop with a 15 minute public comment period.   
 
Robert McKeon doesn’t think that this week has been Red Hooks proudest moment with the rash 
of crime within our community and our government’s failure to adequately protect and inform its 
citizens of what’s been happening.  He feels it needs to be rectified soon.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump thanked Mr. McKeon.  She explained that in the last year we did double 
our police coverage.  In her proposed budget, the single largest increase she is proposing that we 
do have coverage every day.  She asked the police how to go about informing the public and it is 
not just a simple matter. 
 
Councilman Ross said the majority of the robberies or burglaries have occurred within the 
Village where they have police coverage and there is also more coverage from the Sheriff for 
that very purpose.  He doesn’t feel it’s a fair argument.  
 
Robert McKeon responded that it is the primary function of a government to plan for the safety 
of its citizens.   
 
Councilwoman Crane responded that she was a victim of the burglaries.  She was approached by 
the police every day for four days.  The police are very concerned and very responsive.  She 
takes exception with Mr. McKeon accusing this Town Board of ignoring its citizen’s safety.  The 
Town was approached, by way of the Supervisor, one and a half years ago and was asked to have 
a collaborative arrangement with both Villages. The Town Supervisor did not enter the 
intermunicipal agreement and did not bring it to the Town Board as an issue.  She feels he’s 
putting the blame in the wrong place. 
 
Robert McKeon said his criticism is not towards the police department.  His criticism is that no 
one made an attempt to get the word out to the community.   
 
Councilman Ramsey explained that he asked for the increase in police presence.   He took his 
guidance from the police department regarding informing the public of the burglaries.  The local 
police department, the Sheriff Department and State Police are all working on this.   
 
Councilwoman Pullaro responded that her own neighborhood has a Neighborhood Watch.  She 
appealed to residents to look to each other for assistance, report anything suspicious, and above 
all take steps to make themselves safe.  She will follow up with those residents who asked how 
to start a Neighborhood Watch. 
    
Supervisor Blum Bump explained that in the last four years the most requests received from the 
residents is for police protection.  Not too many requests were because of crime.  She feels the 
police shifts should be available when the public needs them and where.  She has been 
continually in touch with the Village Police.  She talks with the Sheriff’s Office regularly.  In 
this budget cycle there will be a major increase for police coverage.   
   



 Ann Rubin asked about Neighborhood Watch.  She asked if the Town would communicate if 
there are things residents should be doing that maybe they are not.   
 
Councilwoman Pullaro would be happy to follow up with her to get something going town wide 
to disseminate information.  With Neighborhood Watch, they are not being alarmists, but are 
making people aware.   
 
Councilman Ramsey suggested that he and Councilwoman Pullaro meet with the police to set up 
a meeting.   
 
Jeff Stokum didn’t hear about the break-ins until a week after they happened.  He asked if there is 
a way to get the information out to those residents who want to stay informed.   
 
Marin McDermott, Red Hook High School student, told the Board that students were informed 
of the burglaries in school via their broadcasting company. A bike riding friend was stopped by 
the police three times and was warned about the activity.  Everyone in school knows about what 
is going on.  Residents can’t put the blame on the five Board members.   
 
Jonathan Becker had two comments.  His first comment regarded a proposal for an enormous 
development before the Planning Board which is next to where he lives.  He’s been following 
this for the last year and a half.  He knows the developer has to go the Board to get permission to 
create this kind of development because of the way the road linkage would work.  He explained 
that Norton Road residents are extremely upset about this proposed development.  Since he 
believes this will go to the Board, he urged them to be cognizant of the issue.  Mr. Becker, an 
Associate of Political Studies at Bard College as well as an Associate Dean of Bard College, 
spoke about the upcoming elections.  He has a concern about Bard College students voting.  
Around 10 years ago the issue of student voting was looked at.  The first conclusion was that 
students should have the right to vote where they live and study.   That right to vote should be 
encouraged.  He addressed having a polling place at Bard College since voting in Barrytown 
District #5 has grown way out of proportion to other districts in Red Hook.  District 5 has nearly 
1300 registered voters.  The time has come to create a voting polling station at Bard College.  
Bard is an open community and this would facilitate the opportunity of voting of students.  He 
thinks it’s an appropriate action for the Board to take to put forward to the Dutchess County 
Board of Elections the need for an additional polling station at Bard because they live there 
already and it’s the easiest place for students to vote.  Mr. Becker believes all candidates for 
public office should be allowed reasonable access to campus for campaign purposes. In that vein, 
he encouraged potential dates for a forum for the candidates at Bard.  It would be very important.  
He invites everyone, Democrat and Republican and welcomes people of all parties.   
 
Councilwoman Crane heard a rumor and asked if it was true that students at Bard were offered 
any credit for voting in an election. 
 
Jonathan Becker stated that was totally false.   
 
Councilwoman Crane told Mr. Becker that she has run for three elections and has never been 
invited to Bard.  When were candidates invited?  I was never invited.  She worked at Bard for 10 
years and is a graduate of Bard.  She assured Mr. Becker that she would not be opposed to 
attending a forum at the college.   
 
Jonathan Becker said letters were sent. 
 
Councilwoman Crane never declined an invitation and wanted that to be clear.  She asked what 
dates he had in mind. 
 
Mr. Becker had no dates at this time.   He will make sure she gets an invitation. 
 
Steve Milton arrived late at the meeting and asked about the burglaries over the last few weeks.  
He asked why there was a lack of information.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump explained that we provide for the health, safety and welfare of residents.   
The Town does not have its own police force.  We do contract with the Red Hook Village Police, 
the Sheriff’s Department and we have coverage from the New York State Police.   Much of what 



goes on we may or may not be informed of.  The police control the message to the public.  The 
police told her it was their job to get the word out.  She suggested he direct his question to the 
police.   
 
Larry Thetford asked how many burglaries there were, and when they started. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump responded about 16.  It’s not an ongoing pattern.  
 
Larry Thetford said the buck stops here you are the boss, irrespective of the comments about the 
police.  The Town pays the bill, they call the shots.  The residents should have been notified and 
the Town should have some emergency program in place to deal with these situations.   
 
Micki Strawinski applauded Councilwoman Pullaro for her work in her neighborhood with the 
neighborhood watch.  Alerting the public would be the same methodology that she is using in her 
own neighborhood.   
 
Councilman Ross spoke to the police Saturday and the only description they had was a partial of 
one of the suspect that invaded Councilwoman Crane’s home. 
 
Jeff Stokum suggested keeping the community involved. 
 
Harry Colgan said he has had e-mails about this over the last few days.  The Town Board is at 
the helm and has to be proactive in managing the police and in communicating with our 
population.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump closed the public comment period at 8:50 p.m.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Supervisor Blum Bump announced a workshop on October 9, 2007, at 7:30 p.m.at which the 
Town Board will be discussing a proposed Agricultural Business District. 
 
REGARDING AN UPDATED REPORT FROM INTERMUNICIPAL TASK FORCE 
CHAIRMAN BILL O’NEILL CONCERNING THE PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 2007 
Task Force Chairman O’Neill explained that they planned on presenting the subject of the Ag 
Business District and answering the Board’s questions at a workshop next week October 9th.  On 
October 18th they will concentrate their meeting on the workforce housing topic.   
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
Supervisor Blum Bump explained that we just had the public hearing regarding the grant and 
next will provide a resolution. 
 
On a motion of Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman Harold Ramsey, 
move to accept the resolution.    
 
Supervisor Blum Bump asked for a discussion of the Red Hook Sidewalk Expansion to 
Hannaford (St. Margaret’s).  She suggested the sidewalk and landscaping at St. Margaret’s be 
combined in the grant application.   
 
Councilwoman Crane will not vote for asphalt parking and paving at the historic site.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump assured her that they are not going to blacktop. 
 
Councilman Ramsey explained the grant request is for $150,000.  They proposed a sidewalk on 
the west side of Route 9 that would tie into the Red Hook Commons.  The sidewalk would be 
continued to a crosswalk on Rokeby Road.  Does he understand that the same sidewalk is to go 
along the east side of Route 9 to St. Margaret’s and work into the pathway there?  He didn’t 
understand the parking lot and all of the landscaping to be part of it.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump spoke with Pete Setaro of Morris Associates and would like to take the 
sidewalk project and connect it with St. Margaret’s project.   
 
Councilman Ramsey explained that he has been working with Dan Wheeler Associates. 



 
Councilwoman Pullaro wants to be clear about the cost and the area considered.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump showed Councilwoman Pullaro a sketch of the proposed improvements. 
 
Councilman Ramsey reminded everyone the application had to be in by October 5, 2007.   He 
doesn’t know if we have the time and if there is money to do more work.  Dan Wheeler can have 
a revised sketch plan done by this Friday.   
 
The Board discussed the proposed improvements to be applied for. 
 
Councilwoman Crane is concerned about the timeframe of adding a project as well as the cost. 
 
Councilman Ross reminded the Board that whatever money comes in from the grant does not 
have to be matched by the Town.  We can work with what money we receive. 
 
Councilwoman Crane does not feel we are ready to proceed with anything on the east side of 
Route 9 at this time.  She asked who was going to write the grant.   
 
Councilman Ramsey answered that Dan Wheeler has written them before.  He asked if 
Supervisor Blum Bump had engineering plans for the St. Margaret’s area.  He will talk to Dan 
and Beth Doyle from Dutchess County Planning.  If they think it can be done we should go with 
it.   
 
Councilman Ross suggested considering what items the Board feels is a priority if they had to 
stage the improvements. 
 

RESOLUTION 2007 #108 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2008 DUTCHESS 
COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION 
REGARDING THE RED HOOK SIDEWALK EXPANSION PROJECT. 
 

On an amended motion by Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman 
Harold Ramsey, moved that after discussion with Town Engineer Dan Wheeler and Beth Doyle 
of Dutchess County Planning, and with the input of Councilmen Ramsey and Ross, we make the 
best application possible by their recommendations.  

Adopted Ayes 5 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
  Nays 0 

 
Copy Attached 

 
   

 
REGARDING ANTITRUST DRAM LITIGATION 
Attorney Chale suggested going into Executive Session if there are any questions about this 
subject. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Pullaro, move to 
allow Attorney Christine Chale to file the claim. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Pullaro 
   Nays 0  
   Recuse 1 Ramsey 
 
CONVEYANCE OF UNUSED RIGHT- OF -WAY (JEHOVAH’S WITNESS) 
Attorney Chale explained the application regarding a right-of-way on Old Route 199.  There is 
no deed but there is an abandoned right-of-way, so whatever the County had is ours.  She 
explained an abandonment proceeding and the previous survey. 
 
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION 2007 # 109 

 
 RE:  AUTHORIZING ABANDONMENT OF A PORTION OF UNUSED RIGHT-OF-
WAY OF OLD ROUTE 199 
 
 On a motion of Councilman James Ross, seconded by Councilman Harold Ramsey, move 
to accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays 0 
 

Copy Attached 
 
 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT  
Supervisor Blum Bump asked Attorney Chale to comment on the district boundaries regarding 
the fire protection districts. 
 
Attorney Chale informed the Board that it appeared that we had only one fire protection district.  
There are two contracts, each having different costs.  We’ve not been able to find any 
proceedings that actually establish two different districts.  We would have to create proceedings 
that would allow us to treat it as two districts. 
 
Councilman Ramsey asked about the different tax rates. 
 
Attorney Chale responded they would have to be the same and if you want to continue billing 
based on different service areas the Board would have to establish separate districts. 
 
Councilman Ross suggested creating a legal boundary line. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump asked the best approach to move forward. 
 
The Board decided to leave it alone for now.   
 
REGARDING 2008 BUDGET HARING SCHEDULE 
Supervisor Blum Bump explained that according to the Office of the State Comptroller Financial 
Management Guide, this budget has to be adopted by Tuesday, November 20, 2007.  She 
suggested the Board adopt the budget on Tuesday, November 20, 2007 because it is a regular 
Town Board meeting.  A Public Hearing is required before the budget adoption.   
 
Councilman Ross suggested adopting the budget before the election. 
 
Councilwoman Crane suggested having the adoption on November 1, 2007. 
 
Councilmen Ramsey and Ross suggested the budget meeting should take priority over the 
continuation of the Greenspace review.  
 
The Board set Tuesday, October 16, 2007 for the budget discussion, Tuesday, October 23, 2007 
as a budget workshop at 7:30 p.m., and the Public Hearing for Thursday, November 1, 2007 at 
8:00 p.m. (for possible adoption). 
 
UPDATES: 
Tree Ordinance 
Attorney Chale is preparing a revised resolution for the Board’s review. The Northern Dutchess 
Alliance will give a presentation on easements and the enforcement of easements, on October 18, 
2007 from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at the Milan Town Hall   
 
Kelly Road Speed Limit 
Councilman Ramsey explained the request for a reduction of speed.  He read a part of the 
resolution requesting the modification of the speed limit on Kelly Road from Route 9G to 
Whalesback Road.   
 



 
 
 

 
RESOLUTION 2007 # 110 

 
 RE:  REQUESTING MODIFICATION OF SPEED LIMIT ON KELLY ROAD FROM 
ROUTE 9G TO WHALESBACK ROAD 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Harold Ramsey, seconded by Councilman James Ross, move 
to accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays 0 
 

Copy Attached 
 
 
 
Town Board Efforts at Tax Relief 
Councilman Ramsey presented a letter he received from Assemblyman Molinaro based on 
correspondence regarding tax relief.  He asked the Board to read the letter and readdress it at 
their next meeting.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump explained that Red Hook has been in contact with the Association of 
Towns which has the property tax reform task force.  We passed a resolution supporting their 
work.  She doesn’t know what kind of impact our actions will have on actual tax reform. 
 
Dutchess County Emergency Response Tabletop Exercise 
Councilman Ramsey reported that it will be held off until after the first of the year. 
 
Dutchess County Emergency Response Animal Rescue 
Councilman Ramsey reported that in regard to the animal rescue, it is still being worked on.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion of Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman Ross, move to go to 
executive session regarding the hiring and firing of a particular person. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays 0  
 
 On a motion of supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Pullaro, move to 
close the executive session. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays 0 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Pullaro move to 
adjourn the meeting at 11:30 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays 0 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 


