
TOWN OF RED HOOK BOARD MEETING 
October 25, 2007 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
A special meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York 
was convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook, at 7:30 p.m.   
 
 Present: Deputy Supervisor William O’Neill  

Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump (arrived at 7:58 pm)    
   Councilwoman Sue Crane 
   Councilman Harold Ramsey  
   Councilwoman Lisa Pullaro 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann 
 Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 Absent:   Councilman James Ross 
 
Deputy Supervisor Bill O’Neill opened the meeting which was scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. at 
7:30 p.m.  
 
CENTERS AND GREENSPACE PLAN – AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Michelle Greig, Greenplan, presented the “Affordable Housing Recommendations” draft dated 
October 25, 2007.  Discussion continued regarding affordable housing.  Michelle used the Town 
of Goshen as an example of a percentage of affordable housing being required in TND’s.  It was 
also suggested that the fees for the developer for affordable housing be waived. 
 
Attorney Chale feels it’s important to see what is feasible for the developer regarding fees.   
 
Michelle and the Board continued with the affordable housing recommendations.  She asked the 
Board how they would feel about someone like Hudson River Housing doing the administration. 
Michelle also presented examples of the selection priorities from Goshen and East Fishkill.  
Those towns use a point system.  Examples were housing for emergency services personnel, 
municipal employees, school district employees, veterans, etc. 
 
Michelle brought up another critical issue that has to be dealt with, eligible income.   It depends 
on what the median income is and what the median house prices are.  She compared the numbers 
from Fairweather Consulting with the numbers from the presentation from Hudson River 
Housing.  80% is an average used from HUD.  It will have to be decided.  Michelle likes the idea 
of having a zoning law as well as an executive regulation.  It also means that zoning can be 
manageable for the Planning Board.  She will check into the administration fees.   
 
BUDGET 
Business Manager Deborah Marks told the Board that the preliminary budget will be filed with 
the Town Clerk tomorrow.    
 
Business Manager Marks passed out a FAX she received from LOOP regarding Dial-A-Ride.  
She also spoke with Sal Pennini regarding renewing the BAN.  They recommend that we BAN 
$450,000 for the recreation land purchase so that it matures on the same day as the PDR BAN.  
Next year when the PDR BAN comes due, they can be combined into one total along with any 
other properties we may close on.  At that point he would like to address permanent financing.   
Deb told the Board that the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office came in with their figures.  She 
presented a preliminary draft of the budget with the Library referendum passing and one draft of 
the budget with the Library referendum failing.  Neither of these would impact the fund balance.   
 
The Board continued reviewing the budget with Business Manager Marks. 
 
Attorney Chale recommended using the budget without the referendum because it is the base 
budget.  Until the referendum passes it isn’t there.  If the library referendum passes we should 
schedule a follow up public hearing.  It would be helpful to continue the public hearing to the 
meeting after the referendum. 



Business Manager Marks referred to the page in the budget regarding the service award program.  
There was some discussion regarding the LOSAP.  It cannot be altered without another 
referendum.   
 

On a motion of Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Crane, move to 
adopt the preliminary budget. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Blum Bump, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Ross 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman Ramsey, move to set a 
Public Hearing for the preliminary budget for November 1, 2007 at 8:00 pm in the Red Hook 
Town Hall. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Blum Bump, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays   0 
   Absent  1 Ross 
 
Town Clerk Sue McCann asked if the Public Hearing was the only thing scheduled for 
November 1, 2007 as it had to be advertised. 
 
Business Manager Marks brought up the payroll and how it’s calculated.  Right now it is from 
Friday through Thursday, and she would like to change it to Thursdays through Wednesdays.  
She asked if we could approve the final payroll for 2007 to run on December 26th, 2007.   
  
 On a motion of Councilman Ramsey, seconded by Councilwoman Pullaro, move to 
change the payroll dates. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Blum Bump, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro 
   Nays   0 
   Absent  1 Ross 
 
Councilman Ramsey thanked Business Manager Deborah Marks for her hard work. 
 
Attorney Chale said the payroll change should be recorded in policy.   
 
Supervisor Blum Bump asked who gave names and telephone numbers to “robo-call” to 
announce the community forum meeting, and who would be paying for it.  Who got the calls? 
 
Councilwoman Pullaro said the company maintains call lists and she doesn’t know how they get 
the phone numbers. She will be more than happy to get the complete list and if Supervisor Blum 
Bump is implying that the calls went to select people based on politics that is absolutely 
incorrect.   
 
Councilman Ramsey said it is a business that makes mass callings.  They keep an independent 
telephone list for every Town.   
 
Councilwoman Pullaro said it was the most efficient and most inexpensive way to get the word 
out about the community forum. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump feels it “smacks of political rhetoric”. 
 
Councilwoman Pullaro said she sent everyone e-mails regarding the meetings that the Supervisor 
put in everyone’s packets.  It has been announced from day one as a town event.  Because of the 
concern about the burglaries and the way the public was upset it seemed to be the best way to 
involve and inform the community.  She finds it objectionable that Supervisor Blum Bump 
suddenly finds the meeting as political.   
 
Councilman Ramsey explained that nothing about this was political.  We were getting beat up for 
two weeks because of the lack of notification regarding the burglaries.  Councilwoman Pullaro 
took the initiative to get the notification out to as many people she could and in as fair a way she 
thought she could. 
 



Supervisor Blum Bump agreed that robo-calling is a good way to reach everyone but we’ve 
never used them.  We never discussed the use of robo-call to reach everyone for emergencies. 
She doesn’t like that it was used.  She objects to the use of it.  
 
 On a motion of Councilman Ramsey, seconded by Councilwoman Pullaro move to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:15 PM 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Blum Bump, Crane, Ramsey, Pullaro  
   Nays  0 
   Absent  1 Ross 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Sue McCann, Town Clerk 


