
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
March 25, 2009 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  Present: Supervisor Sue Crane       
    Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 
    Councilman Harry Colgan 
    Councilman Robert McKeon 
    Town Clerk Sue McCann 
  Absent: Councilman James Ross 
  Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale  
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
She announced that the Conservation Advisory Committee will make a fifteen minute 
presentation in response to questions from the public comment period at the previous Town 
Board meeting.  The public comment period will be open until April 14, 2009 at which time the 
Town Board will make its decision about the Energy Star proposal. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Doug Strawinski thanked the Board for their service.  The last three Board meetings had a lot of 
tension.  He believes in the democratic process even with the passion that sometimes comes with 
opinions.  To personally attack his wife or any other Board member is not what this process 
should include.  State opinions, but don’t make judgments questioning someone’s moral integrity 
just because they see the issue differently.  Let’s listen to each other with respect and keep 
personal criticisms out of it.  
 
ENERGY STAR PUBLIC HEARING  
Brenda Cagle began with the ENERGY STAR presentation.  She explained the program and 
how it originated.  She touched on some features of New York ENERGY STAR labeled homes.  
They are 15% to 30% more energy efficient than current code, they are independently certified, 
have better indoor air quality, superior workmanship and they reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
The average ENERGY STAR home would have the environmental benefits equivalent to 
planting one acre of trees.  In the presentation she explained how the ENERGY STAR program 
works. It is not about renewable energy, renewable energy (geothermal, solar) is not part of the 
program.  
 
Jack Christmann, a certified HERS rater from Ulster County, explained that the certification 
process is performed by a certified Home Energy Rating System (HERS) rater hired by the 
builder.  The whole process is really getting to know what is required from a builder’s 
perspective as well as from the homeowner’s perspective.  When he does a certification, he takes 
an application and submits it to NYSERDA where it gets processed.  In the end you get an 
ENERGY STAR label for your home.  He explained the series of steps taken to receive the 
certificate.  The certificate process takes about four months.  Mr. Christmann has rated ENERGY 
STAR homes for Habitat for Humanity.  ENERGY STAR labeled homes run the gamut from 
row houses to green built alternative energy houses.  There are three tiers, Tier I is 30% more 
efficient and it doesn’t cost much more to build.   
 
Councilman Colgan asked if the Tier I energy efficiency is in energy use, heating, cooling and 
electricity? 
 
Mr. Christmann responded yes. 
 
Councilman Colgan asked how different the materials are that go into building an ENERGY 
STAR rated house than are used in building a conventional house.   
 
Mr. Christmann doesn’t think they are different.  He used windows and heating systems as 
examples.  You can’t buy some items that are not ENERGY STAR rated.  Any prudent builder 
wouldn’t put a heating system that wouldn’t be ENERGY STAR compliant.  He explained that 
you are going to buy materials, when you put your house together you have to pay attention to 
details; the air tightness, the design, and the quality of insulation.  His experience was the added 



cost of air seal and upgrade insulation.  For Tier II, you’d put two inches of foam insulation then 
the rest of the cavity would be filled with fiberglass.  That would be a little more expensive.   
 
Councilman McKeon asked about the BPI.  He looked it up and asked him to confirm that it is 
75% reimbursable right now. 
 
Mr. Christmann explained that NYSERDA has a push for New York State to be more energy 
efficient.  Not only is the course 75% reimbursed, but his equipment was 75% reimbursed too. 
 
Councilman McKeon said the technical assistance is free and that is important because builders 
who are transitioning are going to want to ask questions. 
 
Mr. Christmann explained that New York State has an agency that will help builders with regard 
to ENERGY STAR homes.  The technical assistance is an important part. 
 
Councilman Colgan asked about the equipment a HERS rater needs. 
 
Mr. Christmann explained the equipment needed. 
 
Councilman Colgan asked if he knows any municipalities who might have HERS raters on staff.   
 
Mr. Christmann does not know. 
 
Supervisor Crane asked what municipality mandated ENERGY STAR. 
 
Mr. Christmannn said that New Paltz has a law that any new house being built after February 
2009 has to be done ENERGY STAR Labeled.  
 
Brenda Cagle said that is the thirteenth Town in New York that we are aware of.  One of the 
concerns was how builders become ENERGY STAR builders.  There is no cost, anyone can do 
it, you don’t have to be certified, it is a matter of filling out two forms.   
 
Mr. Christmann said there is also a $500 incentive.  There is a market push for ENERGY STAR.  
It is not doing it any differently than the code compliant materials, it is just installing it 
differently.   
 
Supervisor Crane thanked the CAC for their presentation. 
 
Brenda Cagle addressed the concern of affordability.  They talked to two local lenders that 
participate in Energy Efficient Mortgages and were told that they give the homebuyers a little 
advantage.  There are also VA/FHA energy efficient mortgages as well to make it more 
affordable.  
 
Supervisor Crane announced that the Public Hearing will remain open and at the April 14th 
meeting the Board will make a decision about ENERGY STAR. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Supervisor Crane opened the meeting for public comments.   
 
Mayor Cohen from the Village of Red Hook informed the Board that the Village won’t go along 
with the Rokeby Road site for a highway garage.  The problems that exist there are so many.  
The present site is centrally located and works for everyone.  He feels that’s the way we should 
move ahead and that the Rokeby Road site isn’t worth a second look.  It would be a waste of 
time, energy and money.   
 
Marcy Appell spoke regarding the Rokeby Road site.  She can’t believe it is still being discussed.  
There are so many questions regarding this proposal.  Do we have to buy the property, what does 
it cost, does the garbage dump have to be cleaned up, who would do it, who would pay for it?  
Are we prepared for the cost of the Type I action under SEQRA?  Considering the nature of the 
land would the DEC even allow us to build.  The one thing that is not in question is that Route 
9G is designated as a scenic corridor in our Zoning Code. The west side of Route 9G is the 



Hudson River Valley Scenic District.  The Town should be looking to protect this visual amenity 
and not disturb it by placing a huge garage, sand piles and dump trucks on it.  
 
Carl Sumliner, from Kingston, an ENERGY STAR builder, encouraged the Board to pass a 
resolution to make homes ENERGY STAR.  Every home should be an ENERGY STAR home.  
It doesn’t require an extraordinary amount of money and it comes down to doing a quality job in 
building homes.  They use less energy, are sustainable, and environmentally friendly.  Red Hook 
should set a standard in New York State. 
 
Lori Urbin works at Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities and said New York State really 
wants homes built to ENERGY STAR standards.  There is significant reimbursement available 
and a lot of help out there with incentives because the State has a big push for this type of 
building. She hopes the Board passes this. 
 
Frank Stoppenbach commented that ENERGY STAR is a great idea.  Regarding the Centers and 
Greenspace Plan, one element is concentrating development on southern part of Route 9.  One of 
the consequences of that is the disposal of sewage.  The Town is considering several 
possibilities, one of which is a large septic field. He hopes the Town does not consider that.   
 
Councilman Colgan explained that was something that was looked at and is has been discounted 
for consideration. 
 
Patrick Kelly commented that over the last few weeks there have been unfounded numbers of 
personal attacks, especially against Councilwoman Strawinski.  At first he was angry hearing 
them and at this point is disturbed.  She has given years of service to this community.   
 
Stephen Cole agrees that we should have civil discourse.  However, there is a venomous website 
in our Town that is not civil discourse by any stretch of the imagination.  He registered a 
complaint with the Ethics Board concerning Councilwoman Strawinski.  He felt she acted in a 
conflict of interest.  There was a meeting of the Ethics Committee and at that meeting she had a 
Bard executive, a Bard student and a Bard professor all supporting the assertion that there is no 
conflict of interest of a Bard employee representing her employer in all Town matters.  She is a 
manager of student employment therefore she would have some influence on the opportunities of 
students who work on campus.  He thinks it shows a lack of moral compass for someone not to 
recuse themselves from a vote that pertains to their employer.  Regarding the Ethics Board, he 
has not received notification of the final outcome and understands it was a vote of 3 to 2.  He 
thinks it sets a dangerous precedent for someone who sits on any Town Board where their 
employer is willing to say “yes, that person can represent the Town and me at the same time”.  It 
is something we should be very afraid of as citizens of this Town.  
 
Councilwoman Strawinski read a letter from the Ethics Committee that she received dated March 
24, 2009.  The letter was from Chairman Fred Cartier reporting the results of the Committee that 
there was no need for Councilwoman Strawinski to recuse herself on the District 5 polling place 
resolution.    
 
Linda Keeling, Ethics Board member read a letter signed by herself and fellow Ethics Board 
member, Claire Horst.  They felt the vote was procedurally defective, that three votes were 
predetermined without due consideration,  and suggested that the Ethics Board be reconstituted 
to include one Democrat, one Republican and three non affiliated members to encourage a more 
open and transparent review and decision based outcome using a fact finding analysis before 
voting.  
 
Professor Gordon commented on the problems with the Ethics Board.  They reviewed the 
complaint, move on and address the issue.  Do we change the polling place or not.  We can 
debate this forever.  The issue is about the polling place, the conflict of interest has been 
resolved.   
 
Lisa Pullaro’s concern is if research was done (regarding the move of District 5 polling place).  
On two occasions the Board voted on the resolution to send a letter to the Board of Election.  
Was research really done on this particular issue?  Were other sites looked at?  She referred to a 
document on file with the Board of Elections called “A Polling Place Spatial Requirement 
Survey” which was completed on April 23, 2008.  It was signed off by Patty Hohmann and Brian 



Kelly of the Board of Elections which rated the space at St. Johns for two different plans.  Plan B 
would require at least one ballot marking device along with the lever machines and a Plan A 
which would rate the space for the new certified voting machines that would replace the lever 
machines. That site was voted adequate for both Plan A and Plan B according to the document.  
Also, a quote in the paper attributed to Councilman Colgan and Councilman McKeon on March 
23rd in the Poughkeepsie Journal, when asked if an alternative site was explored they said they 
had not looked into it.  All of these are outstanding questions that we were not given the 
opportunity to debate.  We are seeing a disturbing trend that issues seem to be fast tracked and 
after the fact people get the real information.  By comparison yes, District 5 currently has on the 
books, approximately 1500 registered voters.  We don’t know how many of them are active in 
the District.  By comparison, in this room (court room) both District 7 and 8 vote. Combined 
they have approximately 300 more voters total in this one room.  At District 7 there were lines at 
the last election.  Why are we not looking at the entire issue, why are we looking at one.  Lastly 
she wanted to revisit her issue from the meeting of the 10th.  She held up a poster at the last 
meeting that talked about why people are so impassioned about this.  Unfortunately, on the 
PANDA broadcast, there was a glitch at that particular spot.  She brought the poster back and 
explained what it meant.  It read “What does 700 mean?  It’s the number of Bard students who 
have to vote to sway the local election.  Think you can do it?  Your vote has never been more 
important.”  Mrs. Pullaro explained that the use of the word “sway” in a local election, coupled 
with the discussion we are having now, coupled with the lack of research, the documentation  
that quotes the adequacy of the site as it stands today absolutely brings into question, is this a 
political move. 
We know there were campaign promises made on that campus during election time.  There is a 
great deal of passion regarding this issue.  As a taxpayer when she sees the word “sway” in a 
poster and she thinks there is a concerted effort to “sway” a vote, the perception becomes, if that  
concerted effort is being rewarded.  She would love to engage in a debate.  Her concern is that 
we have all been denied that opportunity.   
 
Kathy Stewart suggested we move along. 
 
Dan Pullaro referred to the nonsense that goes on from a website that was filming at the meeting 
that evening.  It is absolutely horrible.  The websites that are allowed to film, and they were 
allowed to film at the Ethics Board meeting, hide behind High School students.  They involve the 
High School and the High School teachers in lies. They hide behind those children. If you’re 
writing a website, come to a Board meeting and speak.  He’s there speaking.  Do not allow them 
to be taken to task on a website that is absolutely vicious.  He has had telephone calls telling him 
that it is absolutely awful.  He asked that whoever is running that website come out from under 
their rock and let themselves be made known.   
 
Kris Munn doesn’t care if they film. He doesn’t agree with what is on every website and 
unfortunately, that is politics.  To attack or intimidate someone who is filming legally is not 
appropriate.  He hopes that going forward we can all refrain from intimidation tactics. 
 
Councilman Colgan explained that we are here to conduct the business of the Town and it is 
unfortunate that there are histrionics attached to this.  He is not interested in personal sniping, he 
is interested in hearing the resident’s interest in Town business.  He asked that comments are 
kept to that.   
 
Michael Rohatyn commented that Bard College is a huge economic engine in this Town.  He 
firmly believes the students have the right to vote, they have a huge stake in everything that 
happens here.  He also commented that the Town Board should have someone who can walk 
builders through the ENERGY STAR process, maybe a volunteer.  The ENERGY STAR law 
should be passed.   
 
Anne Rubin said that in recent months there has been a significant shift in home buying trends.  
Today’s buyers have more housing stock to choose from and are looking for property that would 
gain the most value over the long term.  Homebuyers today will require improved energy 
efficiency whether we call it ENERGY STAR or anything else.  It would be considered an 
element that would contribute to the value of the property.  We must become energy 
independent.  A fundamental step in this process is energy efficient homes and commercial 
properties.  Local builders have an important opportunity to get in on the ground floor and gain 



valuable experience in construction techniques.  Right now we have the chance to enact 
legislation that will foster economic growth at the local and regional level.    
 
Ruth Oja congratulated the CAC on the work they do. She hopes the Town Board passes the 
ENERGY STAR standard.  She is concerned about the amount of emotion regarding the polling 
place and hopes we can move on.  We do need a debate on the polling place. 
 
Brad Mitchell is more or less for ENERGY STAR homes being built.  But, there are two issues 
here.  It is not that we don’t want ENERGY STAR homes, but to make it mandatory is a separate 
issue.  His question to the CAC is what exactly is the additional cost is of building an ENERGY 
STAR home over the current code in Red Hook and what is the presumed payback given what 
rate of energy costs. 
 
Laurie Husted responded that they can’t assign a number but it can be done very inexpensively. 
 
Brad Mitchell said we need some kind of number.  Get those numbers together and get what the 
payback time is. 
 
Tom Mansfield, County Legislator, thinks it is wonderful that we have PANDA and others 
filming these meetings.  It is better to get information unfiltered.  People respectfully agree to 
disagree.  The issues are what we should focus on, not the people.  Respect and the ability to be 
civil is what is most important.   
 
Brad Mitchell referred to a flyer he was given regarding ENERGY STAR homes and said that he 
doesn’t see anything on the cost.  It is important for the Board to look at the cost before making 
it mandatory. 
 
Supervisor Crane explained that the public hearing will be open for two more weeks.   
 
Councilman McKeon said there was a handout at the previous meeting which dealt with costs.  It 
showed the additional monthly costs of the mortgage and then the energy savings. 
 
Supervisor Crane commented that the Board members are people just like everyone else and they 
are all trying to do the very best they can to get information out to the public, to get these issues 
aired and to try to have some kind of resolution when there is conflict.  She thanked everyone for 
their comments.   
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report for the period February 1 to February 28, 2009 was read as follows:  
Total local shares remitted to Supervisor - $2,834.39; Amount paid to County Treasurer for Dog 
Licenses - $77.55; Amount paid to NY State Ag & Markets - $15.00; Amount paid to NY 
Department of Health for Marriage Licenses - $22.50; Amount paid to NY State Environmental 
Conservation - $86.90; Total State, County & Local revenue - $3,036.34.   
 
Town Clerk Sue McCann also reported on the fourth quarter of Water District #1.  The total 
warrant collected was $34,682.36.  That period was from October 1 through December 31, 2008. 
 
Town Clerk McCann reported that to date the Receiver of Taxes collected $5,213,041.57; taxes 
will be collected until the end of May.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Supervisor Crane announced, regarding our net metering status due to our solar installation, that 
she received a letter from Central Hudson explaining that the Town’s installation qualifies for net 
metering as per revised New York State net metering laws.  It will benefit the Town if there are 
periods in which we generate more electricity than we use.  The electric meter may need to be 
changed before benefits can be realized.  Central Hudson expects all meter changes to be 
completed by May 1st.  
 
Supervisor Crane responded to several concerns regarding downed limbs, trees and brush largely 
as a result of the ice storms.  She spoke to Highway Superintendent Wayne Hildenbrand who 
assured her that the Town Highway Department is systematically going around the Town as they 



can,  picking up branches and downed brush. If anyone has downed limbs, get them go the curb. 
We are grateful to them for that.   
 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENT – 2009 
Supervisor Crane referred to a request from Business Manager Deb Marks regarding an inter 
fund transfer from the General B Fund to the Highway DB Fund each year.  For 2009 the Town 
Board decided not to make this transfer providing that should the occasion warrant an adjustment 
transfer can always be made.  Then came the ice storm, snow, and increase in prices of diesel, 
gas, sand, salt and overtime pay.  It is now apparent that we have to make the transfer so 
Business Manager Deb Marks requested the amount of $42,000 be appropriated from the 
General B Fund which has a current fund balance of $176,000 and transferred to the Highway 
DB Fund as an inter-fund revenue being used to increase the budget line and establish a $20,000 
buffer fund balance in the DB Fund.   
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to make the 
budget adjustment in the amount of $42,000 from the General B Fund to the Highway DB Fund. 
 Adopted  Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon  
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
 
Councilman McKeon said it seems we are running about $158,000 above our expenses versus 
the revenue coming into Town.  He is concerned that we are tapping into funds just to cover 
basic operations.  He asked for a quarterly update next month to see how we are doing as 
compared to our budget.   
  
Professor Gordon asked about when street sweeping will begin. 
 
Supervisor Crane responded that the Town Highway Department is already working on it. The 
Village area is another entity that she can’t speak for.  The Town Highway Department will 
sweep the Village streets on a weekend in mid to the end of April.  The Village will pay that 
overtime.  There is intermunicipal cooperation in that regard.   
 
Rose Rider, Budget Officer, explained that when they were doing the budget they did realize 
they may have to revisit that. They hoped it would have been a mild winter.   
 
Supervisor Crane explained that typically before we even start the year the transfer has been 
made in the amount anywhere from $100,000 to $140,000 from the B Fund to DB Fund.   We 
made zero transfer at that time.  This is $42,000 that will hopefully bring us up to date because of 
the winter storm.   
 
SCOPING STATUS 
Supervisor Crane explained that at the last meeting the Board and community discussed the 
Centers and Greenspace Plan Scoping Project.  We received comments from the Planning Board 
that she shared with the Board.  She referred to a letter to NY State Department of Ag & Markets 
that addresses a concern brought forward by a local resident, Arvine Coon, who runs a swine 
farm.  He was concerned about definitions of farming and how it would relate to his business. 
Attorney Chale drafted a letter and she asked the Board members to look at it.   
 
Attorney Chale told the Board that Michele Greig is working on revising the Scope in response 
to some of the comments received and she is addressing comments in general.   She will bring 
those to the April 7th meeting. 
 
Councilman McKeon mailed information to those residents who live in the Agricultural Business 
District.  He asked if those residents want to follow the process how could we let them know 
which meetings they should attend. 
 
Supervisor Crane thinks we should have the Centers and Greenspace Plan on every agenda.  
We’ll get out e-mails the best we can regarding the topics. 
 
 



ETHICS BOARD 
Supervisor Crane explained that Councilwoman Strawinski read the letter she received from 
Ethics Board Chair Fred Cartier.   Supervisor Crane felt it was important to clarify one thing 
about the resolution the Town Board sent to the Board of Election concerning whether or not 
District 5 should be moved.  She read a letter from Election Board Commissioner, Dave 
Gamache to Town Clerk Sue McCann dated March 23, 2009.  The letter explained that the Town 
does not have the authority to designate polling places to the County Board of Elections. State 
Law grants the authority to designate polling places to the County Board of Elections.  Further, 
the resolution provided makes several false statements.  Regarding the audit of polling places, in 
each audit the representatives found the Church in Barrytown to be a very suitable location for a 
polling place.  In his letter he stated that he would not respond to each of the false statements 
made in the resolution since the entire premise of the resolution is beyond the authority of a local 
Town Board.  He welcomed meeting with members of the Board should they wish to meet with 
him to consult regarding the designating of polling places. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski commented that it would be nice to have back up dates as to when 
that was last done.   
 
Supervisor Crane had that information.  It was the Polling Place Spatial Requirement Survey 
dated April 23, 2008.  It discusses the site for Plan B and for Plan A which would be either the 
current lever machines or the more modern machines that are being considered now.  The 
comments are the following:  The facility has sufficient space for both Plan B and Plan A.   
There is also a large foyer area at entrance of voting area which could be utilized. The persons 
completing the form were Patty Hohmann from the Republican Commissioner’s Office and 
Brian Kelly from the Democratic Commissioners Office. 
 
Councilman Colgan commented that acknowledging up front that it is difficult to get impartial 
reading from the Board of Election for obvious reasons.  The purpose of us going to them was to 
express our concern that this polling place might be inadequate.  We were fully aware that the 
final decision was theirs.  He feels relieved that we informed them and he will very upset if they 
don’t move it and there are lines blocks long. 
 
Councilman McKeon said on April 23, 2008, New York State wasn’t under court order to adopt 
the new machines which require the privacy booths. The law is very specific in regard to 
elections in New York State.  It is actually regulated by the State Board of Elections, not the 
County.  Five privacy booths are required by law in that small room during non-presidential 
elections, during presidential elections six would be necessary.  He appreciates Mr. Gamache’s 
opinion but State Election Law says no single district may have more than 950 registered active 
voters.  In the Barrytown District, students or otherwise, there are 1,511.   
 
Councilwoman Strawinski hopes we get a letter from Mr. Gamache’s counterpart at the Board of 
Elections.  Perhaps the two of them will do another review of the space given the new 
requirements set forth by the State. 
 
HIGHWAY GARAGE – ROKEBY ROAD CONSIDERATION 
Supervisor Crane came back from being away to find that a move that Councilman Colgan and 
she made to meet with Morris Associates and the Highway Superintendent to discuss a scaling 
down of the Highway Garage on this property had been looked at with some disdain.  
Councilman Colgan told her during that meeting that he was comfortable recommending that we 
go ahead and look towards scaling down the Highway Garage with Morris Associate’s engineer 
Ray Jurkowski.  She was dismayed to find out that suddenly we are once again looking at the 
Rokeby Road site.  She shared the letter that she wrote to the Town Board regarding that request.  
In her letter she referred to a vote taken at the March 10th meeting for a Phase II environmental 
study on the Rokeby Road site.  At that meeting Councilman McKeon stated that he would not 
support the study unless we had support from the Villages to join us in that location.  
Councilman Colgan reported they did support it.  She spoke with Mayor Cohen who reported 
that he is not in support of spending any money on the Rokeby site.  He maintains he never 
expressed interest in relocating the Village Highway Department to that site.  He will raise the 
issue with the Red Hook Village Board and report to us in time for the March 25th meeting.  
Supervisor Crane also spoke to Mayor Cordier who indicated that he has “never received any 
input that would substantiate savings if we were to move to the Rokeby site”.  He was unwilling 
to support the Phase II without some evidence of significant savings.  She does not believe that 



either Village has the money to invest in a Highway Garage at this time.  Highway 
Superintendent Wayne Hildenbrand adamantly opposes relocating to the Rokeby site.  
Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy estimates the cost of a Phase II environmental study at more than 
$10,000.  She asked Mr. Kudzy not to do any work on an RFP for Phase II until the Town Board 
has had further discussion about it at the next Town Board meeting.  She included the Rokeby 
site on the night’s agenda item.  Supervisor Crane said the Lippert property is assessed at 
$271,000, an additional cost that should be factored into any consideration of that site (in 
addition to property purchase price) should be loss of annual Town tax revenue.   
 
Supervisor Crane referred to a memo from Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy dated March 16, 2009, 
who reviewed the proposal for professional services regarding Chazen Company.  He reviewed 
the tasks that they indicated were necessary to complete Phase II of the Environmental Site 
Assessment.  He said if we were to hire vendors to perform the tasks listed he estimated the 
following costs:  Chazen’s fee for conducting the Phase II assessment per their letter dated 
March 3, 2009 - $4,400; Chain saw operator to clear path to test sites as $45.00 per hour, 16 
hours - $720; UFPO Organization for clearance of utilities - $250; Dig 12 to 14 test pits, possibly 
up to 20 feet deep, excavator at $120 per hour or backhoe at $80 to $100 per hours at 16 – 20 
hours - $2,000; Shoring hole over four feet deep possible extra labor or metal box - ?; 
Backfilling, lot restoration and tree removal, $80 per 10 hours - $800; Transport excavator to and 
from work site - $400, guestimate on legal fees, permission letter, agreement, review of 
assessment firm contractor, 10 hours - $1,800; without contingency TOTAL - $10,370.  Mr. 
Kudzy attached another memo saying that although the equipment rates are realistic, the time to 
complete the tasks are estimates.  The estimate is based on reading what Phase II consists of and 
without knowing a great deal about the lot configuration.  The lot is heavily wooded, has 
numerous rock ledges, knolls and depressions with standing water.  Firm prices can only come 
from quotes from the experts in the field.  The Phase I report from Chazen indicated that debris, 
i.e., paint cans, 55 gallon drums, metal, glass, tires, bed springs, etc. where  visible since the land 
was used as a municipal dump in the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Mr. Kudzy also asked who will do the 
negotiation with the owners relative to permission of access and what conditions of restoration 
would be required.  This would be critical if many trees are cut down to allow pathways to the 
test sites.   
 
Supervisor Crane brings it to the Board’s attention, first of all saying that we do not have support 
of either Village for us to move ahead with a Phase II study.  In fact Mayor Cohen said that he is 
significantly wondering why we are considering revisiting this and he opposes it.   
 
Councilwoman Strawinski commented that the Mayor is just one of a body of five. 
 
Supervisor Crane responded that is correct and she spoke with Mayor Cordier who said he saw 
no savings to having the highway department down there.  She asked the Board to reconsider the 
decision to go to a Phase II Environmental RFP considering the cost that we are looking at.   
 
Councilman Colgan was taken aback that Supervisor Crane prevented action on something they 
passed.  He doesn’t understand that strategy.  He asked her to explain. 
 
Supervisor Crane explained that Ted Kudzy was asked to get estimates and it took him some 
time to do so.  There is not point to go out for an RFP when we didn’t know what those costs 
were.  He came up with the figures that are substantially more than the $3,000 to $4,000 that 
Councilman Colgan estimated.  She thinks it is fair to say to ask Ted to go to the work of RFP’s 
for all of this work when we weren’t operating with the actual numbers would have been an 
unfair request of him. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski asked if other than Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy’s salary, does it cost 
the Town to go out for an RFP? 
 
Supervisor Crane responded the cost to the Town is his salary and the time spent. 
 
Councilman Colgan said he has had conversations with both Villages.  Three of the trustees in 
the Village of Red Hook believe that we should move forward with an agenda and an effort to 
work cooperatively with a Highway operation that can serve the three municipalities.  He had a 
light conversation with the Mayor of Tivoli who likewise agrees we need to move forward with 
that agenda.  He hadn’t discussed with either of those groups, the Rokeby site.  He did discuss 



that site with the State engineer who is responsible for the Highway operations in the southern 
part of the State.  He is willing to work with us to provide assistance in a number of ways to 
share the facilities he has at that site.  We really need to know what is available to us, what the 
cost would be, what the benefits are.  To move forward in the best interest of the taxpayers we 
need to have the full knowledge of what is available to us and what the resources are.  Both 
Villages and the State agreed to work together that way.  We have to be careful when we play 
with these numbers.  He agreed to looking at this site and putting that on the agenda.  He told 
Marcy Appell that the site is next to the State Highway Garage and wouldn’t be seen from Route 
9G. 
 
Marcy Appell disagreed, it is just a couple of hundred feet. 
 
Councilman Colgan said we need to get all the information on the table, evaluate it and 
understand what is there and whether or not we can work with it.   We should see what it would 
cost to evaluate that site.  Otherwise we are leaving a substantial amount of savings on the table. 
 
Supervisor  Crane asked in what way are we saving money in going to the Rokeby site. 
 
Councilman Colgan said that is for the Task Force to go forward with.  He had a conversation in 
confidence and he was told things there could be available to us.   
 
Supervisor Crane said that is directly opposite to what she was told. 
 
Resident Linda Keeling suggested to Councilman Colgan “get it in writing”. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski asked if we are sure the items Ted listed are not included in what 
Chazen proposed to Councilman Colgan. 
 
Councilman Colgan said Chazen looked at it and gave him verbally a rough estimate for a Phase 
II.  He doesn’t know how much it will be, we have to go out for an RFP. 
 
Councilman McKeon added the most troubling aspect of this is we already voted on going for an 
RFP.  It bothers him that Supervisor Crane stopped a legal action of the Board because she 
thought it was in the best interest.  He thinks we have to respect the law of the land.  As far as 
Highway Garage and services, he is troubled because we have to get this right for the taxpayers.  
We have to figure out a way to combine it and have one site.  We seem to be going about this 
backwards.  We have spent money on this for plans that won’t be supported by the community.  
There is funding for shared services from the State.  We need to talk to the Boards to find a 
suitable site.  
 
Supervisor Crane will ask Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy to go out for an RFP.   
 
INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT: BUILDING DEPARTMENT/ZONING 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER IN TOWN OF RED HOOK AND VILLAGE OF TIVOLI 
Supervisor Crane had discussion with Mayor Cordier regarding the Building and Zoning 
Enforcement Offices in the Village of Tivoli and the Town of Red Hook.  He is very interested 
as are we in developing an intermunicipal agreement.  Attorney Chale brought forward a fairly 
standard intermunicipal agreement for our consideration describing the Building Department 
service agreement, what it entails, and what the compensation would be.   
 
Attorney Chale referred to Exhibit A of the Intermunicipal Agreement draft. 
 
Supervisor Crane read “Exhibit A” Plan for Intermunicipal Services, Town of Red Hook and 
Village of Tivoli Building Department. 
 
Councilman Colgan commented that the result of this will be that he as a Tivoli Village taxpayer 
will have a small reduction in his taxes as will those of you who live in the Town will have a 
small reduction in taxes.   
 
Councilman McKeon said this is the beginning of shared services in Red Hook and hopefully 
there will be more to come.  He asked about the Village of Red Hook, this would be good for 
them too.  He hopes this is something we will continue throughout the year. 



 
Supervisor Crane commented that this isn’t the beginning, it is a continuation of shared services.  
The Highway Department has been enjoying shared services for some time.   
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to approve 
the intermunicipal agreement. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski referred to information Business Manager Deb Marks provided with 
regard to salaries.  There was an article in the Poughkeepsie Journal comparing various Town’s 
websites and how they compare to one another.  It indicated that our Town budget wasn’t on the 
website and she asked if there was a reason that it wasn’t on the site. Perhaps we can make 
arrangements to have it put on the website. 
 
Supervisor Crane responded that’s fine. 
 
REORGANIZATION – 2009 
 
Town Clerk Sue McCann informed Supervisor Sue Crane that the last appointments were made 
at the March 3rd meeting.   
 
Ag & Open Space Committee – Councilman McKeon asked Councilwoman Strawinski if she 
had any letters of interest for the committee.   
 
Councilwoman Strawinski responded that she didn’t receive any but she had a conversation with 
a resident who sent in a letter of interest for another committee and was not placed on that 
committee.  She will direct her to the co-chairs of the Ag & Open Space Committee to get a 
better idea of what that involves.   
 
Supervisor Crane asked if Elizabeth Wilkins is a part time clerk with that committee. 
 
Councilman McKeon responded that he doesn’t think she is.  He raised that question in January 
and he doesn’t know if they’ve selected a clerk or not.   
 
Supervisor Crane asked who the co-chairs were. 
 
Councilman McKeon responded Larry Thetford and MaryAnn Johnson. 
 
Supervisor Crane will call and ask them the status of the clerk position. 
 
Community Preservation Fund Committee – Supervisor Crane said we have a vacancy on that 
committee.  There is a vacancy and Phil Seymour is up for reappointment.  She asked if that was 
voted on. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski responded it was not voted on and introduced Jay Levine who is 
interested in serving on the committee.   
 
Supervisor Crane asked him to introduce himself and discuss his interest in the committee. 
 
Jay Levine said he is interested in seeing that the money is spent well.  He formally worked for 
Hudson Land Trust and he has a general interest in seeing that Red Hook has its environment 
protected.   Currently he works as a Grants Manager in the Town of Adams, Massachusetts. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski commented that given Jays land use experience and work with Scenic 
Hudson and the work he does now he meets the criteria for serving on that committee.  
 
Supervisor Crane has a concern about his 80 mile commute.  She said the Board will get copies 
of his resume and review it. 
 
Councilman McKeon said he is ready to appoint both Phil Seymour and Jay Levine.   



 
Supervisor Crane would like to see the Jay Levine’s resume first. 
  
 On a motion of Councilman McKeon, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to 
reappoint Phil Seymour to the Community Preservation Fund Committee for a term to expire 
December 31, 2011. 
 Adopted  Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nay 0   
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Design Review Committee  
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
reappoint Geoff Carter as Chair term to expire December 31, 2009, Chris Gilbert and George 
Michael as members to the Design/Hamlet Review Committee terms to expire December 31, 
2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Disaster Preparedness Committee – Councilwoman Strawinski spoke to the members whose 
terms expired and they are interested in staying on.  As far as the Red Hook Central School 
representative, Mark Phelan retired so it would be Joe DeCaro. In regard to the Red Hook 
Ministerium, Tom Thielman from the Methodist Church agreed to serve.  She has not yet spoken 
to anyone from the Tivoli Fire company or police department.   
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski, seconded by Supervisor Crane, moved to 
reappoint the at-large community members Tim Muldoon, Richard Franklin and Vincent 
Coluccio, Joe DeCaro as the Red Hook Central School District representative, Tom Theilman as 
the Red Hook Ministerium representative, and Highway Superintendent Wayne Hildenbrand 
terms to expire December 31, 2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon  
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski, seconded by Councilman McKeon, moved to 
appoint Tim Muldoon as Chair of the Disaster Preparedness Committee term to expire December 
31, 2009. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Farmland Protection Committee – Supervisor Crane asked if the vacancy has been filled. 
 
Councilman McKeon called Chair MaryAnn Johnson regarding the vacancy and hasn’t heard 
back from her whether or not there is an interested candidate. 
 
Supervisor Crane has a concern with MaryAnn Johnson co-chairing the Ag & Open Space 
Committee as well as chairing this committee.  She thinks there is a lot of talent on the 
committee and wondered if there is someone who would be interested in chairing this committee. 
 
Councilman McKeon agrees that is a good point.  MaryAnn Johnson inferred that she would 
only co-chair the Ag & Open Space Committee for a year or so.  She also indicated that she 
would only be willing to be on the EDC task force for a very temporary time.  The Farmland 
Protection Committee hasn’t met for about four months.   
 
Supervisor Crane will speak to MaryAnn Johnson about that. 
 
 
 



 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
reappoint MaryAnn Johnson, John Hardeman, Hank Van Parys, and Karen Schneller-
MacDonald to the Farmland Protection Committee terms to expire December 31, 2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Information Technology Committee  
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to 
reappoint Steve Cole, Claire Horst and Deb Marks to the IT committee terms to expire December 
31, 2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Supervisor Crane will talk to Wayne Hildenbrand about Chairing the committee. 
 
Planning Board – Supervisor Crane hasn’t heard from Christine Kane and asked the Board if 
they’ve heard if she would like to remain on the committee.  She also received a letter from Paul 
Telesca who wishes to remain on the Planning Board.  There is a vacant alternate spot. 
 
Councilman Colgan thinks the Planning Board should give new people an opportunity for new 
thinking. 
 
Councilman McKeon thinks the Boards should be handled differently than committees because 
they provide a very different function.  In many cases the Planning Board hire consultants.  
While very valuable, they are also costly.  It is important to be sure their attendance is near 
perfect.  We’ve tried to have alternate but we still have a problem getting a quorum.  He wants to 
make sure we have very high standards with attendance for the two Boards.  He also feels it is 
good to have a little change in the composition of the Boards.  He is in favor of putting new 
people on the Board. 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to 
reappoint Christine Kane as a member of the Planning Board term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilman McKeon for discussion, 
moved to reappoint Paul Telesca for a term to expire 2015. 
 Failed  Ayes 1 Crane 
   Nays 3 Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
 
Councilman Colgan asked how long Christine Kane has been on the Planning Board. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski responded since March 2004. 
 
Supervisor Crane responded that Christine Kane and Paul Telesca have served the same amount 
of time.   They were both appointed in March of 2004.  Some members have served since 1992 
and 1987. 
 
Councilman Colgan asked if we are considering him for another seven years and he’s already 
been on for five years.   
 
Councilman McKeon said this is a very difficult situation for him because there only two 
vacancies.  He’d like to have all of these people serve.  Paul Telesca has not only volunteered in 
this community but also served in Dover as a Town Board member.  Unfortunately there have 
been three members on the Planning Board who have had stellar attendance, Christine Kane, 



Charles Laing and Sam Harkins.  There are four that could use improvement on attendance and 
Paul Telesca is one of them.  He is going with Pat Kelly who has shown interest in serving on the 
Planning Board.   
 
 On a motion of Councilman McKeon, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
appoint Pat Kelly to the Planning Board term to expire December 31, 2015. 
 Adopted Ayes 3 Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 1 Crane  
   Absent 1 Ross 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilman McKeon, moved to reappoint 
Christine Kane as Chair of the Planning Board term to expire December 31, 2009. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
St. Margaret’s Committee – Supervisor Crane said this is more or less on hold at the moment.  
Interest was expressed by Linda Keeling, Rosemarie Zengen, and Peter Sweeney.  Paula 
Schoonmaker and Amy Dubin were appointed in 2007.  There is no term, it was a task force.  
She suggested calling it a task force instead of committee. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
appoint Peter Sweeney, Linda Keeling, Rosemarie Zengen to the St. Margaret’s Task Force and 
Doug Strawinski as consultant to the St. Margaret’s Task Force.  
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon   
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
 
Doug Strawinski said at this point some of the recreation people are trying to clean up the area 
and the roof needs work.  The building is beginning to deteriorate and they are waiting for the 
grant money to come in.  Paula is working on the rezoning issue so the assessment can be 
brought a little higher.  They are using that for a matching grant and they are waiting for a 
response.  There has been talk of it being a park, a community center, maybe renting the upper 
part.  There have been ideas, but none have been brought to the Board yet.   
 
Supervisor Crane met with Girl Scouts who are interested in the possibility of helping plant trees, 
gardening or bed work.  For that reason Rosemarie Zengen and Linda Keeling would be 
wonderful assets to the committee .  She believes there were six girls interested. 
 
Senior Services Committee - Supervisor Crane said there are two vacancies.   
 
Councilman Colgan said Andrew Kehr and Rose Rider are interested in staying on the 
committee. 
 
Supervisor Crane spoke to Kelly Mosher who is also interested in remaining. 
 
Councilman McKeon told the Board that at the last meeting they discussed reappointment.  The 
committee recommended that Andrew Kehr be reappointed as Chair and all members whose 
appointments are up are interested in being reappointed.   
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, move to 
reappoint Andrew Kehr, Rose Rider and Kelly Mosher to the Senior Services Committee term to 
expire December 31, 2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 
 



 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
reappoint Andrew Kehr as Chair of the Senior Services Committee term to expire December 31, 
2009. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Supervisor Crane said there are two vacancies on the committee and asked if anyone is interested 
in serving on that committee.  She would like to see some representatives from Red Hook 
Commons.   
 
Transportation Committee – Councilman McKeon is still working on getting the committee 
together.  He asked one member of Red Hook Commons to be on the committee as well.   
 
Tree Preservation Commission – Supervisor Crane said that Karen Cardorette’s is the only term 
that is up.   
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to reappoint 
Karen Cardorette to the Tree Preservation Commission term to expire December 31, 2010.  
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals – Supervisor Crane told the Board that Tim Ross and John Douglas’ 
terms are up.  There is a vacancy for the 2008 term. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski reminded the Board that they discussed staggering the terms so that 
one would expire in 2010, 2011, and 2015.   
 
Supervisor Crane received a letter from John Douglas stating that he wishes to remain on the 
ZBA.  Tim Ross also requested to remain on the ZBA and Mike Mosher resigned.   
 
Councilwoman Strawinski received letters from Paul Marienthal and Kris Munn expressing 
interest in serving on the ZBA.   
 
Supervisor Crane doesn’t know Paul Marienthal. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski read the letter of interest from Paul Marienthal for a position on the 
ZBA. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
appoint Paul Marienthal to the ZBA term to expire December 31, 2015. 
 Adopted Ayes 3 Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon  
   Nays 1 Crane 
   Absent 1 Ross 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, moved to appoint Tim Ross for a term to end 2011. 
Motion was not seconded. 
 
Councilman Colgan asked how long Tim Ross has served on the Board. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski told him since 1992.  John Douglas has been on since 2006.  At this 
point she said she is inclined to appoint John Douglas for the year longer term.   
 
Councilman Colgan said 17 years is a long time. 
 
Supervisor Crane responded that he is great with the ZBA, he is an excellent Chairman. 
 
Councilman Colgan knows but he is reluctant to have people in one place that long.  He would 
like to see Tim on another committee. 
 



Supervisor Crane responded that Councilman Colgan may want to see him on another committee 
but Tim Ross wishes to be on the ZBA.  She said the motion stands to reappoint him until 2011. 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski, seconded by Councilman Colgan, moved to 
reappoint Tim Ross to the Zoning Board of Appeals term to expire December 31, 2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
reappoint John Douglas to the Zoning Board of Appeals term to expire December 31, 2011. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon   
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilman McKeon, moved to reappoint 
Tim Ross as Chair of the ZBA for 2009. 
 Failed  Ayes 2 Crane, McKeon 
   Nays 2 Strawinski, Colgan 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
 
Councilman Colgan thinks it is time for a change.  We have another first class engineer we can 
use on that Board, Nick Annas.  He has discussed this with Nick. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski agrees with Councilman Colgan that we need to move things around.  
Nick Annas is quite qualified. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
appoint Nick Annas as Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals term to expire December 31, 2009. 
 Adopted Ayes 3 Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 1 Crane 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
 
Supervisor Crane is totally disappointed that this Board is not taking into consideration the 
experience of Tim Ross.  She is very disappointed that the Board turned down his appointment 
as Chair. 
 
Councilman Colgan has great respect for Tim Ross, but he thinks we need to spread the wealth 
and use the wealth we have in Town.  
 
Councilwoman Strawinski said like any Board, he still has the expertise voice and will continue 
to help in decision making. 
 
Zoning Review Committee – Supervisor Crane pointed out that eight of the nine persons on the 
committee’s terms are up this year.  There is a vacancy from the Ag & Open Space Committee. 
 
Susan Simon told the Board that Paul Fredricks is unable to make the meetings so he will not 
return.  Everyone else is interested in returning.  
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
reappoint at-large members Susan Simon, Chuck Simmons terms to expire December 31, 2010; 
Planning Board member Sam Phelan, ZBA member John Douglas, ZEO member Steve Cole and 
CAC member Anne Rubin to the ZRC terms to expire December 31, 2010. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon    
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 



Supervisor Crane asked Sue Simon if she had recommendations for the vacancy.  We will look 
for a member from the Ag & Open Space Committee as well as one from the EDC to fill the 
vacancies. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane, seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski, moved to 
reappoint Susan Simon as Chair of the ZRC term to expire December 31, 2009. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon    
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Supervisor Crane opened the meeting to public comments. 
 
Rosemarie Zengen said that last week when Vicky Perry spoke she implied that she spoke for the 
Board of Elections.  There is more than enough space at the church in Barrytown.  The Board 
should look at what she says very speculatively. 
 
Anne Rubin, village resident referred to the street cleaning.  She asked if it would be possible to 
come up with an announcement as to when the cleanup would take place.  It would be helpful to 
know. 
 
Supervisor Crane will ask the Village Clerk if they anticipate a certain weekend and maybe we 
can get them to put a press release out.  It would be helpful to get it in the newspapers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane announced the following: 
 
- The Red Hook School District is presenting Peter Pan on April 23rd, 24th, and 25th at 7:30 
p.m., and at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 26th. 
 
- The Census Bureau announced that canvassing will begin April 2009 in preparation for the 
2010 census.   
 
- The Milan Youth Program is having their community service project.  Community volunteers 
are invited to get involved on Saturday, March 28 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 
- Jeff Golden from Common Fire Organization is interested in establishing recognition for the 
Mohican history in our area.  He is assembling a number of people interested in Mohican studies 
and they are discussing possible ways of celebrating the Mohican homeland of which we are a 
part.  He is interested in getting the history and legacy of the Mohicans on the Town of Red 
Hook and Village of Tivoli website and he is interested in a public mural in a public place in Red 
Hook among other things.  Supervisor Crane suggested he talk to the Village trustees since there 
are buildings in the Village with murals.   
 
Councilman McKeon added that they (Common Fire) have a series of evenings called Tivoli 
Talks.  They had a speaker talk about the history of Mohicans in this area.   
 
Councilwoman Strawinski announced that this Saturday there is a fundraising steak dinner to 
help the girl’s softball team. 
 
Councilman McKeon announced that he and Tom Mansfield went to Albany to a symposium on 
the Economic Recovery Act and how those funds would be divided.  They were looking for 
suggestions from local municipalities.  The Village is looking for stimulus money for the sewer 
project and for some highway projects.  Money is available for alternative energy projects.  He 
also suggested that Red Hook have an annual litter pick up day.  He will organize it if the Board 
agrees.   
 
Councilwoman Strawinski said because Scenic Hudson is no longer doing the river cleanup any 
longer there has been more waste along the highways.  She thinks it is a good idea and has a 
couple of people who might be interested in helping. 
 



Supervisor Crane will think about it and how it fits with the Highway Department’s plans.  If it is 
in addition to what they do she would endorse that. 
 
Linda Keeling suggested that money from bottles and cans go to St. Margaret’s. 
 
Supervisor Crane works with a group on litter on highways.  If you leave the bags along the NY 
State highways they get picked up and she believes that is the same with Dutchess County 
highways as well.   
 
Councilman McKeon will look for the Boards consideration at the next meeting. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan, seconded by Supervisor Crane, moved to adjourn at 
10:45 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Strawinski, Colgan, McKeon 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


