
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
October 12, 2010 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Sue Crane 
   Councilman James Ross 
   Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 
   Councilman Harry Colgan 
   Councilman William O’Neill  
   Town Clerk Sue McCann      
 Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
   Business Manager Deborah Marks 
   Budget Officer Rose Rider 
  
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
The Supervisor’s report will be presented at the October 27th Town Board meeting. 
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report for the period September 1 through September 30, 2010 was read as 
follows:  Total amount remitted to Supervisor - $1,379.72; amount remitted to County Treasurer 
for dog licenses - $51.70; amount remitted to NYS Ag. & Markets - $15.00; amount remitted to 
NYS Dept. of Health for marriage licenses - $67.50; amount remitted to NYS Environmental 
Conservation - $7,682.33; total State, County & Local revenue - $9,196.25. 
 
DUTCHESS COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY 
Supervisor Crane introduced Maureen Lasher, Executive Director of D.C. Community Action. 
Maureen Lasher handed out pamphlets regarding the services that Community Action offers and 
a report from the State.  She explained that Community Action is a federally funded program 
which is funded through a block grant that Congress passes annually.  The requirement is a 25% 
match from the local municipality.  The County provides part of that match and the Town of Red 
Hook has included a match in their annual budget.  She provided information regarding the 
actual figure of the services the Town receives.  Last year for $5,164.97, residents received 
$62,000 in services. She introduced Linda Eddy, Director of their Income Tax Credit Program. 
Linda Eddy explained that the Community Action mission is to help individuals become self 
sufficient.  She pointed out their income tax credit program.  Last year they provided income tax 
services to residents and hope to do it again this year. The goal of their program is to educate 
individuals on what the earned income tax credit is, to provide free tax assistance to low income 
individuals and to offer other services they might be eligible for.  She explained the earned 
income tax program and said it has been described by the government as one of the most 
important anti-poverty programs in our nation. It is a very important tax credit program for 
working families. She gave examples of eligibility for income tax credit and how it works.  
Community Action provides free income tax filing assistance and she explained the process.   
Maureen Lasher added that most of the earned income tax money goes back into our local 
economy. She explained eligibility requirements for various programs that Community Action 
provides.  She hopes to get the word out to residents about all of the programs they offer. 
Councilman Colgan asked if this information has been presented to the Villages. 
Linda told him not yet.  She gave their web address, www.dutchesscap.org.   Their telephone 
number is 437-0222 (24 hours a day central number) and the local phone number is 876-1611.  
Resident Rosemarie Zengen suggested that DCCAA supply local churches with their brochures. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Rosemarie Zengen, “Save Our Town Committee” thanked all the Town Officials who 
participated in Hardscrabble Day and the dedication ceremony at St. Margaret’s Home.  She 
suggested that speakers from the audience use the microphone.  Rosemarie also thanked the 
Village of Red Hook police for helping her with one of the residents of her property.  We should 
be grateful for their services, they are always there and we need them in our community. She 
asked that the Town Board not cut the Village Police budget.   

http://www.dutchesscap.org/


Diane Brent commented at the last Town Board meeting it was clear that the discussion of 
outdoor wood furnaces was asked to be put on the agenda.  The draft agenda did not include that 
item.   
Supervisor Crane accepted full responsibility for that and apologized for the error.  
Diane Brent asked if that item could be put on the agenda for the next Town Board meeting to 
give adequate notification for a potentially controversial topic. 
Supervisor Crane understands and said it is a perfectly reasonable request. 
Robert McKeon commented that he has nothing but great things to say about Community Action 
and the fire company and hopes the Board continues to help them out.  He handed out more 
articles regarding outdoor wood boilers which included photos and said the Town should 
consider whether or not to grandfather all furnaces.  
Supervisor Crane suggested moving the item forward in the agenda after the budget discussion.  
She is sympathetic with Mr. McKeon and said for us to try to address chronic illnesses that we 
all suffer from is beyond the mission of a Town Board.   How far is this going to go?  She is 
hearing a lot from citizens of Red Hook regarding this issue. 
Robert McKeon told her he is asking if those units that are grandfathered should continue to be 
grandfathered. The DEC thinks they should be eliminated.  Nobody is suggesting anything about 
wood stoves. 
Supervisor Crane reminded him that he brought up the subject of wood smoke and people are 
concerned where this kind of control is going when we intervene in people’s personal lives.  She 
will move the agenda item up and suggested carrying the conversation to the next meeting so that 
people have time to come in and make comments about it.   
Frank Stoppenbach said that New York State offers tax credits for installing solar panels. 
 
PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENTS  
Supervisor Crane said that the proposed zoning amendments conversation will be lead by 
Michele Greig, Town Planner. 
Michele Greig provided copies of updated redlined copies of the substantive changes.  She 
handed out the redlined pages only which include all recommended changes from the Town’s 
Planning Board, the Ag. & Open Space committee, CAC, Task Force and the Town Attorney.  
The largest issue has to do with the number and types of uses in the proposed Agricultural 
Business District.  She explained the issues and intents of the proposed amendments.  The issues 
included principle uses of land in the Ag. Business District, restrictions, farm markets, sales and 
repair, multi-family and community residences, accessory uses, large assembly, and conference 
center.  Cell towers were discussed as well as small and large scale entertainment, agricultural 
learning institutions, and special permits. 
Attorney Chale reminded the Board that a special permit is something the Planning Board will 
grant provided it meets the conditions established in the code.  It is not a discretionary permit. 
Councilman Ross would like to see a map of the present proposed boundaries of the Agricultural 
Business District to help the Board decide about where things would be permitted. 
Michele pointed out a map and told the Board that they don’t have to decide on changes now. 
Supervisor Crane understands the changes and would like the Board to revisit them. 
Michele will send another redlined version for the Board to look at and maybe finalize. 
Councilman Colgan would like to see a conference center in and around the downtown area 
connected with a hotel and restaurant.  It would be desirable to see one in the Village. 
Councilman Ross doesn’t think there is much space in that area.  If there is an old inn on a farm, 
why couldn’t they come in for a special permit and build a conference center to go with the old 
inn.  The boundaries for the proposed Agriculture Business District include an awful lot of land 
that is not farmed or has not been farmed for a long time.  It may very well have County road 
access and/or State highway access which would all be gutted out during a special permit 
process. 
Councilman Colgan sees a conference center as a complete facility that is a destination itself. 
Councilman Ross does not want the Board to forget that this proposed Agricultural Business 
District is in what we presently refer to as our Floating Industrial Zone which has not been 
utilized.  In the future it may very well be utilized for something such as that.  
Councilman O’Neill asked about recommended language from the CAC. 
Michele pointed out that it was included on the last page of the handout.  She also pointed out 
four underlined uses that the Ag. Committee asked her to consider. She will provide a redlined 
version of the issues discussed. 
Councilman Ross feels that if we are going to create a zoning district we should not treat any 
properties in that district any differently whether they have the agriculture exemption or not.  
 



TENTATIVE BUDGET & CALENDAR DISCUSSION 
Budget Officer Rose Rider discussed the Town’s capital equipment 5 year budget.  She handed 
out two capital debt spending plans, one for all and one for the Highway Department for the 
years 2011 through 2015. 
Councilwoman Strawinski asked where we were with the Shared Services Committee, especially 
with regard to the highway equipment.   
Councilman Colgan responded that they haven’t made as much progress as they should.  
Councilwoman Strawinski commented that it might be something we have to start pushing again. 
Councilman Colgan told her it is not a simple project.  The Villages have bonding equipment and 
some of their equipment is ancient.  It is a totally different issue.   
Supervisor Crane thinks we all realize that one of the things we are hit hard with is we’ve 
enjoyed a large fund balance and rising property values in the last few years.  We’ve never really 
confronted the possibility that our fund balance would be a necessary item for us to meet day to 
day needs for emergencies like the truck we had to order last year.  We lost revenue income.  
The bottom fell out of the real estate market and we lost $58 million in taxable assessed value.  
When you lose that amount of taxable assessed value the tax rate goes up. When you look at the 
budget you see that costs like the library fund remains the same.  This year there is an increase in 
what we have to tax to meet that because of the drop in assessed value.  That is just an example 
to see it clearly. The loss of assessed value is huge.  She commended Rose Rider and the 
Department Heads for their work on the budget.  This budget is not a wish list.  These are 
numbers that we need in order to keep the operation going.   
Supervisor Crane reviewed the budget schedule with the Board.  There is a Town Board budget 
meeting on October 14th and October 19th at 7:30 pm and after that meeting we will know if we 
can conduct a public hearing on a preliminary budget October 27th.  If we meet on the 27th we 
have a special budget meeting tentatively scheduled for November 3rd.    
Councilwoman Strawinski asked if Business Deb Marks would send her an electronic copy of 
the budget so that she can manipulate the numbers. 
Supervisor Crane asked if anyone had any questions about the budget calendar. 
Councilman Ross told her that if they do go until November 3rd, he will not be able to attend that 
meeting.  
Business Manager Deb Marks asked if they want the accountant to be here. 
Supervisor Crane thinks we should have him here. 
 
OUTDOOR WOOD BURNING FURNACES 
Supervisor Crane asked Councilwoman Strawinski to lead the discussion. 
Councilwoman Strawinski referred to the many health related issues with regard to the outdoor 
wood boilers.  She stressed not fireplaces and not woodstoves.  She said that outdoor furnaces 
are not quite as regulated by the EPA as indoor fireplaces.  She has not yet looked at what the 
DEC is doing regarding the outdoor furnaces but will get up to date on that.  In reference to the 
two permitted furnaces she wants to make sure they are being used during the permitted time.  
There is one in question.  She asked Attorney Chale if modifications need to be made to our law 
based on not only what the DEC is doing but because Red Hook has always been in the forefront 
of making good decisions for the health and safety of its residents.   
Attorney Chale responded that the DEC is regulating outdoor wood burning boilers in their new 
proposed regulations.  They do have primarily restrictions on the types of facilities that can be 
used.  She had a conversation with them and they made it clear that they are not intending to pre-
empt zoning law, that there was room for individual municipalities to continue to adopt 
appropriate zoning laws that relate to outdoor wood boilers.  They are defined in terms of type of 
manufacturing.  There is very specific information about what constitutes an outdoor wood 
boiler.  They do require some things like an 18 foot stack for example.  There is room to adopt 
modifications to our current law. 
Supervisor Crane asked about the DEC’s public hearings.   
Attorney Chale told her there were three public hearings and over 3,000 comments.  All public 
hearings have concluded.   
Councilwoman Strawinski thinks we will have to make modifications.  At a minimum we have 
to go along with the State wide regulations but we can make adjustments if the Board feels is 
necessary.  She asked for Attorney Chale’s advice on how they should proceed with it. 
Attorney Chale responded that the Board has to set what their goals are. 
Councilwoman Strawinski asked for the outdoor wood furnaces to be on the agenda for the 
October 27th meeting. 
Supervisor Crane will place it on the agenda. 
 



DISCUSSION – CELL TOWER AGREEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane asked Attorney Chale if contract information was going to be shared with the 
Board in Executive Session. 
Attorney Chale responded that we have information that is not a matter for public discussion at 
this time.  There is a proposal from an additional possible company regarding the cell tower.  
The agreement with Omnipoint expires and there is a termination by one of the parties. They will 
discuss it at the end of the meeting in Attorney/Client session. 
 
CON EDISON PROPERTY DISCUSSION – 5.27 ACRES 
Supervisor Crane told the Board that she received a call from a representative from Con Edison. 
In 2005 the Town Board was approached by Con Edison who was interested in divesting of a 
piece of property that was 5.27 acres in the Town of Red Hook.  A resolution was offered by the 
previous Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump, and passed unanimously by the previous Town 
Board that we wish to preserve the watershed for the Village of Tivoli and accept the 5.27 acres 
of wetland from Con Ed.  The gentleman who called her said it was thereafter turned over to 
their Attorney who did not act on it.  They are interested in confirming and asked if the 
resolution had ever been rescinded.  Supervisor Crane checked on it and told him it was not 
rescinded to her knowledge.  The entire assessed valuation in total tax paid in 2010 was $1400 so 
it will have minimal impact on Town taxes.  Con Ed. was to come back to us but never did.  She 
just wanted to notify the Board and is waiting to hear further from them. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Appoint James P. Kelley as Special Prosecutor – Supervisor Crane explained that the six month 
appointment will expire on November 6, 2010.  Mr. Kelley is interested in a further appointment. 
 

RESOLUTION 2010 #60 
 

 RE: APPOINTING JAMES P. KELLEY AS SPECIAL PROSECUTOR 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
continue the appointment of James P. Kelley as Special Prosecutor through December 31, 2011.
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
Councilman Ross would like to see the figures regarding the Special Prosecutor. 
Supervisor Crane told him that Business Manager Deb Marks will compile a report.  Her feeling 
is that there is a substantial recovery of revenue by having a Special Prosecutor.  It is shown in 
our proposed budget. 
 
To Recycle Highway and Town Hall Electronics – Supervisor Crane read a request from 
Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke for authorization for the disposal of the Town’s surplus 
electronic equipment. Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke and Code Enforcement Officer 
Steve Cole will oversee the project.  Disposal will take place with no cost to the Town and it will 
be handled by employees who will remove hard drives and dispose of separately to avoid 
compromising sensitive information. 
 

RESOLUTION 2010 #61 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZATION TO RECYCLE HIGHWAY AND TOWN HALL 
ELECTRONICS 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
authorize the disposal of the Town’s surplus electronic equipment. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
FIREHOUSE CONTRACT 
Supervisor Crane thanked Councilmen Ross and O’Neill for negotiating with the Red Hook Fire 
Department on the Town’s behalf.   



Councilman Ross explained that he and Councilman O’Neill met with four members of the Red 
Hook Fire Company.  Every two years we negotiate a new contract. He explained the contract 
negotiations and gave the figures they all discussed.   
Attorney Chale explained the Town will need a public hearing on the terms of the contract.  
Supervisor Crane said that can be set at a future date. 
Councilman Ross said at a budget meeting the Board can decide if they approve the expense. 
Attorney Chale will prepare the proposed contract.  She asked about the Tivoli contract. 
Supervisor Crane asked Councilwoman Strawinski and Councilman Colgan to negotiate the 
Tivoli contract. They will set up a meeting as soon as they can. 
 
OUTDOOR WOOD BURNING FURNACES - CONTINUED 
Councilwoman Strawinski returned to the subject of outdoor wood burning furnaces.  She 
explained goals she has.  They are to see that those in operation are properly permitted and the 
second goal is to modify our existing law to be in compliance with the DEC’s regulations. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane made the following announcements: 
- Dutchess Land Conservancy is holding a two hour course on Conservation Easements and 
Subdivisions on October 25, 2010 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
- There has been new funding for the sewer project.  Bridget Barclay from Dutchess County 
Water and Wastewater is working to bring forward a proposal to the DC Legislature.  There will 
be a mandatory referendum on this proposal.   
- A Professor of Political Science will be at SUNY New Paltz to present “Crisis in American 
Government”.  It takes place on October 28 from 7 – 9 p.m. 
- Conference on water resources and regional economy at SUNY New Paltz on Dec. 13th 
- DC Public Works announced that they approved the drop curbs for the sidewalk project on 
Linden Avenue.  The sidewalk project should start in about two weeks. 
- CROP Walk will take place on October 17th.  25% of the proceeds go to local food pantries. 
Councilman O’Neill said that the 10% Challenge on October 10 was a very successful day.  He 
thanked all of those who organized and participated. 
Supervisor Crane announced that the 10% Challenge pledges are still available. 
Councilman Colgan thanked the public for attending the street painting day in Tivoli. The 
artwork is being shown in regular intervals on PANDA 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Supervisor Crane shared the following correspondence: 
- The Village of Red Hook sent notice that the Village Board is considering withdrawing from 
the PANDA consortium.  
- A Bicentennial Committee has been formed.  One project they are going to undertake is to 
develop a bicentennial commemorative quilt.  We will make space available for it.   
- Patterns for Progress will hold their salute to leadership in the Hudson Valley on November 
10th at 5:30 p.m. 
- DC Public Works announced paving on local roads in Red Hook and Milan 
- Village Mayor Tom Cordier informed us that if we need to open water mains in the Village of 
Tivoli, the Village DPW must be notified in order for them to notify residents. 
- Susan Ciani sent a letter regarding wood burning in Red Hook.  She feels that her neighbor’s 
wood burning has no negative impact on her condition and she said it seems self serving and 
unfair that an individual can have such controlling powers to change a right here in Red Hook 
that exists in almost everywhere in the County and the country.  She strongly opposes any 
change in the laws that govern wood burning in the Town of Red Hook and is outraged at the 
notion that a single complaint could ignite a law that would outlaw existing wood burning here. 
She’s beginning to feel bullied by some recent changes occurring at the urging of a few 
disgruntled residents.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Diane Brent said if this (outdoor wood furnaces) is such problem for the entire Town of Red 
Hook the Board would know because there would be complaints. She doesn’t understand how 
you can look at the hazards of wood smoke and not be talking about all of the wood stoves that 
exist in the Town.  You say wood stoves are regulated.  How many are twenty years or thirty 
years old and are burning right around Bob McKeon’s house?  Explain how you are going to 



differentiate between smoke from her furnace from that of her neighbor’s wood stove which 
happens to be closer to his property.     
Denis Collet was one of the people who complained.  He explained that since he’s built his house 
a couple of neighbors installed outdoor wood boilers. One of them might be permitted but he felt 
compelled to take a picture of one that he believes is not.  He wanted to get evidence of what was 
going on.  After researching outdoor wood burning furnaces it becomes clear to him that they 
generate more particulate matter than fireplaces or wood stoves.  This issue is a question of 
health over the economics of an individual and what their rights should be.  The rights really 
should be the rights of the community at large, not the individual who says they invested $10,000 
in an outdoor wood boiler and therefore they should be allowed to use it regardless of the 
consequences to their neighbor.  The notion of it being a question of only one person having a 
problem and nobody else complains is because people don’t like to complain.  It makes for bad 
neighbors.  We should take the laws that are in effect and apply them.      
Supervisor Crane said the conversation of the Town Board insinuating itself into neighborhoods 
and forbidding something we agreed would be grandfathered in has enflamed people who feel 
that their fireplaces, their wood stoves and what next are we going to try to legislate.  That is the 
problem.  Now people are asking what the next Town Board is going to do to initiate control 
over people and their lives, how they heat their homes, and how they conduct their daily 
economics. In many cases it is daily economics.  That is what you fail to hear and that is what 
she hears.  It is huge, just by the nature of what Mr. Brent said, that we are turning this around 
and blaming the people that are complaining. People envision not just wood burning furnaces 
being regulated, but other means of heating being regulated. 
Denis Collet said legislation was changed regarding cigarette smoking because it was a health 
hazard, why is this being treated as anything different.  This is saying what you are doing on 
your property is affecting somebody else and that person when raised as a complaint should be 
considered more of an issue than of that person’s right to burn wood. If you want to do the right 
thing, do geothermal and you won’t have to burn anything. 
Supervisor Crane told him that not everyone can afford geothermal and that is reality.  
Glen Brent commented that wood smoke is wood smoke no matter where it comes from and he 
told the Board that New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine are promoting and giving rebates on 
outdoor wood stoves.  There are better ways of solving this issue.  It helps the environment by 
burning renewable resources.  Right now the federal government is giving a $1500 rebate for 
outdoor wood boilers that meet the new technology tests.  He thinks the Town is going about this 
the wrong way.   
Robert McKeon said people should be free to sit in their own home and be free from wood 
smoke.  He asked to have the Code Enforcement Officer enforce the law to ensure that no 
property owner emits gasses, smoke and fumes go to other people’s house. 
 
ATTORNEY/CLIENT SESSION 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski moved to go 
into Attorney/Client session for discussion of contracts at 10:35 pm. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to adjourn the 
Attorney/Client session at 11:20 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by councilman Colgan moved to adjourn the 
Town Board meeting at 11:21 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 

 


