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THE SUPERVI SOR:

Ladies and Gentlenen, it's alnmost 7:00. |If
you would find a seat please. Don't be in a
hurry to sit down because |I'm going to ask you
to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Please

rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the Pledge of Allegiance

was recited by all in attendance.)

CGood eveni ng and wel cone. Thank you all for
your endurance in this cold, and your
willingness to come out not only in the heat
of the summer, which | think was about 95 in
t he shade when we last nmet with the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, and here we
are tonight on January 20th ready to go to
listen to all of you, each and every one of
you who has sone thoughts, sone interests,
sone suggestions about the new zoni ng plan.
We are here for a public hearing on the
proposition, that is, proposed Local Law
Nurmber 2 and 3 of 2010. | just want to thank

so many people for the work that's gone into
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this and for the people who have had i nput
intoit. W have taken all of your coments
so far under consideration and tonight is the
ni ght when we will really be here to listen
and take nore interest in what you have to say
and wei gh what everyone has to say. | know
that it's a cold evening, the seats are hard,
but | encourage you to give each other tineg,
three m nutes we hope to each speaker. W
will start by reading a few letters that have
cone in recently from peopl e who have not been
able to attend tonight, and then we'll go
right into the public hearing. | wanted first
to thank the Town Board. On ny right is Bill
O Neill and Harry Colgan, and on ny left is

M cki Straw nski and Jim Ross, and the ever
popul ar Sue McCann, the Town C erk, who does
so much work behind the scenes and up front.
Thank you so much. Qur Town Planner is with
us, Mchele Greig, representing G eenplan,

Inc. She will rmake a short presentation about
t hese proposed zoni ng amendnents. CQur
attorney for the Town from Rapport, Meyers,

Christine Chale, is with us. Thank you. The
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BY MS.

Mar y

court reporter, Donna Wells. Thank you for
coming, and Steve Roberts is recording on
behal f of PANDA. So people who were not able
to cone tonight will be able to watch this on
PANDA. | believe it will show on Monday night
and they'll have a warmring side seat at
home. W have had the privilege of receiving
funding for this project and | shoul d

acknow edge several entities; one is Hudson
Ri ver Valley G eenway who has contributed a
grant, the New York State Departnment of State
with a Quality Communities G ant, and New York
State Departnent of State Environnental
Protection funds Smart Gowh Gant. So |

think without further adieu because all of you

know t he background, | think, by now or you
woul dn't be here, | will introduce M chele
Greig and she will lead us into some

di scussion before we start the public hearing.
CGRElI G

Cood evening, everyone. M nane is Mchele
Geig, planning consultant to the Town of Red
Hook, and |'ve been working with the Town

Board over the past several years to assist
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themin devel opi ng these anmendments to the
zoni ng and subdi vi sion regul ations and the
zoning nap. These are two separate Local Laws
so there are technically two public hearings
that are being held tonight, but because these
laws are interrelated the public hearings wll
be combi ned into one. The Local Laws have
been available on line for the last three or
four weeks on the Town's website for view ng.
They' ve al so been avail able at the Town
Clerk's office, and the library, and F & M
Printing has a copy that they have been able
to print off for people that wanted their own
copy. In ternms of the State Environnental
Quality Review Act, the SEQRA review of the
proposed action, a Draft Generic Environmental
| rpact Statenment was prepared for the proposed
action. It was the subject, as Sue nentioned
earlier, Supervisor Crane nentioned earlier,

it was the subject of public hearings that
occurred last sumer. Final CGEISis in the
process of being prepared and will be

avail able for public reviewin a couple of

weeks, the FCGEIS response to your coments
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that were made on the draft docunent. The

pur pose of the proposed anmendment is to ensure
that as the Town grows it remains a snall Town
with rural |andscapes, which you see on the
bott om phot ograph here, and adjacent to the
Village of Red Hook these residential

nei ghbor hoods are in keeping with the scale
and historic character of residential

nei ghborhoods in the Village of Red Hook with
smal | affordabl e houses or snull affordable
housing lots, front porches, sidewal ks and so
on, wal kabl e ni xed use residentia

nei ghbor hoods adj acent to the Village of Red
Hook rather than sprawl type devel opnent which
is currently allowed on those | ands adj acent
to the Village of Red Hook and throughout many
parts of the community, and we can visualize
the difference between sprawl zoning, such as
the Town currently has, and snmall town zoning
such as being proposed with these
illustrations. |If these are the existing
conditions in the community spraw zoning
converts open space land to residential |ots.

Because so many people live a distance away
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fromthe center of the comunity busi nesses
are required to have |l arge parking areas which
separates them from each other, from one

busi ness fromthe next, which result in
comercial strip devel opment devel opi ng al ong
the hi ghways of the community. So this is
what the Town of Red Hook Comnprehensive Pl an
recomrends that the Town avoid and it
reconmends that it instead devel op sonet hing
called snmall town devel opnent where new

devel opnent is encouraged to locate in centers
rather than on open space and agricultura
land. So this is the nodel that this proposed
amendnment is trying to achieve. To that end
the Town has proposed the creation of two new
zoning districts; the Agricultural Business
District which you see in the dark green here,
and the Traditional Neighborhood Devel oprent
District just south of the Village of Red
Hook. Al the other districts will remain as
they currently are, the LD and the RD5 and
RD3s. It's just these two new districts that
are being proposed. The purpose of the

Agricultural Business District is to preserve
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irreplaceabl e agricultural soils, to mnimze
| and use conflicts between agricultural and
residential uses, and to encourage agriculture
as a conponent for |ocal econony. Farnmers who
farmthe | and woul d be permtted additiona
econom ¢ opportunities to encourage themto
remain in farmng. The Traditiona

Nei ghborhood District south of the Village of
Red Hook -- this is a blow up map of that
district -- would be conprised of three
subdistricts. The office industrial area here
in the purple just south of Hannaford's which
is right here. The office industria

subdi strict would permit a conference center

a hotel, light industrial and office uses. It
woul d be required to have a 200 foot buffer
area, vegetation buffer area, along Route 9 to
preserve the gateway into the community. The
residential subdistricts would be on either
side of Route 9 in these areas, and they woul d
be allowed to be devel oped, as | discussed
earlier, encouraged to be devel oped out as
residential districts in keeping with the

scal e of character and historic nei ghborhoods
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of the Village of Red Hook. They would be

wi t hin wal ki ng di stance of this commercia
center which would run fromthe Village line
down to Hannaford's, and the residenti al

nei ghbor hoods woul d support econom ¢

devel opnent in this comercial center. The
comercial center, itself, would be built out
like on a main street type shopping area as
you can see in this illustration. The current
zoni ng does not permt this type of main
street devel opnent in that comercial area
south of the Village. |Instead, it requires
deep set backs fromthe road which can result
in the need to put parking in front of the
buildings, and it's much nore oriented to the
automobile. So this is the kind of

devel opnent that the current zoning is
promoting and it would be replaced with

regul ations that would allow instead for this
type of small town main street type shopping
district. This district, by the way, the
conmercial center was, the regul ations for
that district were designed in consultation

with representatives fromthe Village of Red
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Hook, the elected officials fromthe Vill age
of Red Hook because they were concerned that
the current zoning was going to create a
conflict. It was going to potentially conpete
wi th businesses in the Village of Red Hook so
they were much nore interested in seeing
sonething like this devel oped instead. The
proposal has been subject to an environnental
review. The EIS deternined -- estimated that
the current zoning, the Town's current
regul ati ons would pernmit at full build out
approxi mately 3,600 additional residences in
the community which will a little bit nore
than doubl e the Town's current popul ati on,
woul d generate around 2,500 school children
whi ch woul d have an inpact, of course, on the
school district, and would generate

approxi mately 35,000 field trips per day on
local roads. |n contrast, the proposed zoning
woul d reduce the residential build out by
about two-thirds less than the current zoning
allows. So there will be fewer residents and
fewer school age children, and significantly

fewer traffic inmpacts. The analysis
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determ ned that the proposed zoni ng woul d
result in a 64 percent reduction in future
traffic inpacts, reduction over the current
zoni ng, and because | and uses woul d be better
bal anced in the community there will be a
better bal ance of residential, comercial and
agricultural land uses. The proposed zoning
woul d also result in a significant inprovenent
to the tax base, approximtely $7, 000, 000
addi ti onal dollars per year at build out over
the current zoning. The proposal is
consistent with the vision of the Town's
Conpr ehensive Plan and the Open Space Plan to
preserve the Town's rural character, what the
Open Space Plan refers to as the Town and
Country settlement patterns where there's a
di stinct difference between what's town and
what's country by encouragi ng new devel opnent
to locate within and adjacent to existing
centers rather than dispersing it throughout
the conmunity in a sprawing pattern. The
proposal is also consistent with other

regi onal, state and national planning

reconmendati ons and all of these docunents
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recomend concentrated devel opnent in and
around exi sting community centers to reinforce
the economic vitality of villages and preserve
irreplaceabl e agricultural resources. They're
all calling for the same vision, the sane
concept that the Town's Conprehensive Plan is
calling for and which these anmendnents are
intended to inplenment. The proposed
amendnents are the result of over 200 public
neetings, presentations, and work shops, and,
as Supervi sor Crane nentioned, the anmendnents
over the last four years have been revised and
changed i nnunerable times in response to
public comments. The anendnents have al so
been revi ewed by the vari ous Town Boards and
conmittees, and, again, a docunent has been
revised in response to their coments. So as
Supervi sor Crane nentioned tonight, the Town
Board is going to be hearing fromyou this
evening. The Board will not be responding to
conments or answering questions this evening.
This is an opportunity to hear fromyou, so
they will be listening very carefully and

consi dering your coments in subsequent
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nmeetings. Thank you for your tinme.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, Mchele. | just ask that you try
to listen with open nminds to the coments of
others even if you disagree with whonmever is
speaking. Please offer themthe respect that
you woul d expect to receive. |I'mgoing to try
to really hold people to three to four

m nutes. As you make your comments pl ease
focus on the thrust of whatever it is you have
to say. Please say it without drifting into
some kind of philosophical speech. W' re not
here to make speeches, but comments that are
directly related to the docunent that we're
talking about. | will declare the public
hearing open for tonight and ask that the Town

Clerk read the notice of the public hearing.

THE TOMWN CLERK

"Notice of Public Hearing, Town of Red Hook.
Pl ease take notice that a public hearing will
be held by the Town Board of the Town of Red
Hook on January 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m |oca
time at the Red Hook Hi gh School cafeteria,

103 West Market Street, Red Hook, New York
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12571, to hear all interested persons on Local
Law Number 2 proposed of 2010 entitled, A
Local Law Anmendi ng Chapter 143 entitled Zoning
and Chapter 120 entitled Subdivision of Land
of the Code of the Town of Red Hook. The
proposed anendnents woul d create two new
zoning districts. The Agricultural Business
District and the Traditional Nei ghborhood

Devel opnent District would replace the Town's
exi st cluster regulations with provisions for
conservati on subdivi sions and woul d add a new
section on open space incentive zoning in
addition to other incidental changes
necessitated by these anendnents. |n order to
encourage Village scale density within the
Tradi ti onal Nei ghborhood Devel opnent District
the law elininates the density bonus for

provi sions of central water in the RL and the
R1.5 Districts. The proposed anendnents woul d
apply Town wi de. Please take further notice
that a public hearing will be held by the Town
Board of the Town of Red Hook on January 20t h,
2011 at 7:00 p.m local tine at the Red Hook

H gh School cafeteria, 103 West Market Street,
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Red Hook, New York 12571 to hear al

i nterested persons on Local Law Number 3 of
2010 proposed entitled, A Local Law to Amrend
Section 143-7 entitled, Zoning District Map of
the Code of the Town of Red Hook to adopt the
revi sed zoning district map. The proposed
amendnments woul d anend the zoning map to
create two new zoning districts; the
Agricultural Business District and the
Tradi ti onal Nei ghborhood Devel opnent District
in addition to other incidental zoning nmap
amendnents. The Town has previously

determ ned that adoption of the Local Laws
constitutes a type one action under the State
Environnental Quality Review Act and has
prepared a Draft Generic Environmental |npact
Statement with respect to this nmatter. Al

i nterested persons will be given an
opportunity to be heard in person or by
directing comments in witing to the Town
Board, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook, New York
12571. Al reasonabl e acconmpdations will be
made for persons with disabilities. 1In such a

case, please notify the Town Cerk in advance
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at the above address or by phone 845-758-4606
so that arrangenments can be made. Copies of
sai d proposed Local Laws are available for
review at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway,
Red Hook, New York 12571. Copies of the | aw
will also be nade avail able at the Red Hook
Public Library and the Tivoli Free Library,
and on the Town website at ww. redhook. org.
By order of the Town Board of the Town of Red
Hook dated Decenber 14, 2010, Sue MCann, Town
Cerk, Town of Red Hook." | just want to say
that this notice was nailed to all property
owners in the Town of Red Hook. It was also
sent to the adjacent towns and villages. It
was published in the Poughkeepsi e Journal and
the Daily Freeman on January 5th of 2011, and
it's also add on PANDA, so we really did our
due diligence to get this information to the

public.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, Sue. | just would like to say |
started out by saying we have sone letters to
read. I'mgoing to end with those if there is

time to read those aloud tonight. Because so
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many of you have taken tinme to cone tonight |
want to get right into this. | did want to
say pl ease keep your comments about this to
two to three minutes or so. There's alist in
the back of the room W have al ready sone
sign ins for people. W wll take themin
order of signing in. Please be recognized by
the Chair before speaking. Comments nust
pertain to the subject of the public hearing,
and, just to renm nd you again, that no nmenber
of the public is pernmitted to address the Town
Board during a neeting or public hearing

unl ess recogni zed by the presiding officer,
that would be me. Al persons speaking will
be given respect and courtesy and in return
are expected to be respectful and courteous.
The use of profane | anguage, sl anderous or
personal remarks or boisterous conduct

i ncl udi ng booi ng or hand clapping is not
acceptable. Any persons speaking to the Board
with the consent of the Supervisor shal
address their remarks to the Board not to

ot her nmenbers of the audience in the formof a

debate. This is not a debate. W are here to
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listen to you and will listen carefully.
Thank you for conming, and | wll recognize the
first speaker who is Richard Hansen.

HANSEN.

Under this proposal there are properties

i ncluding mne that are excluded fromthe Ag
Busi ness District. |If this |aw passes we
woul d benefit frombeing init. Not being in
it we would | ose sonme of our permitted uses.
The properties neet all the criteria for the
Ag Business District and then sone.
Specifically, conservation easenent for
farm and protection. M property was in the
Ag Business District in earlier drafts.
guesti on how and by whom | was del et ed.

have nmaps that contradict each other in that
area. |f passed for reentry | would have to

go through a process that is not defined at

this tine. If this is the case | have no
assurance that | will be successful or what |
woul d have to spend doing it. | ask that the

Board place ny properties in the Ag Business
District prior to the adoption of this |aw,

and further | ask the Board to take a step
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back and canvas who wants to be in or out of
the Ag Business District. Half the people
speak for thenselves rather than be active
t hrough assunptions before any actions are

taken. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, Dick. Again, if you will say your
nane and either who you represent or where
you're froml'd appreciate it. The next

speaker is Mark W/ donger.

BY MR W LDONGER

CGood evening. M nane is Mark W/ donger,

pl anner for Scenic Hudson, Inc., a 48 year old
nonprofit environmental organization and
separately incorporated | and trust dedicated
to protecting and enhancing the scenic,
natural, historic, agricultural, and
recreational treasures of the Hudson River and
its valley. Scenic Hudson has established in
Red Hook the popul ar Poets' Wal k Park and
assisted the Town with its goal of farn and
protection by purchasi ng devel opnent rights on
nearly 1,800 acres of farm and including

preservation efforts that nmatched financial
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support from Scenic Hudson with funds from
both the Town and Dut chess County.

Addi tionally, Scenic Hudson has supported
local funding initiatives for the purchase of
devel opnent rights. Scenic Hudson strongly
supports the anendnents to the zoni ng code.
The Centers and G eenspaces approach is
consistent with the principles outlined in
Sceni ¢ Hudson's publication, Revitalizing
Hudson Riverfronts: |Illustrated Conservation
& Devel opnent Strategies for Creating Healthy,
Prosperous Conmunities. W expect that these
amendments will direct growh to areas with
exi sting infrastructure. Likew se, the
amendnments will safeguard inportant scenic,
historic, ecological, and agricultural areas
for |Iocal food production and preserve
community character. The Town of Red Hook has
approached this process very w sely by using
several techniques such as purchase of

devel opnent rights (PDR) and conservation
subdivision in order to direct growh to
appropriate areas and ensure that future

devel opnent is designed in a nmanner conpatible
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wi th Red Hook's community character. The use
of PDR al so provides a nechani sm for

| andowners to be conpensated for the | oss of
devel opnent potential and is a critical too

to help ensure that agriculture remains a

vi abl e land use in your community. The
Tradi ti onal Nei ghborhood Devel opnent District
is very thorough in that the purpose and
intent of the district is clearly stated al ong
wi th specific design standards conplete with
illustrations which should result in the type
of devel opnent prescribed in the Conprehensive
Plan. The center oriented devel opment wil |

al so hel p accommodate and overflow growth from
the Village by creating a seanl ess extension
that maintains the feel of traditional,
pedestrian friendly main streets with
bui | di ngs cl ose to the sidewal k, parking on
street and behind buil dings and reduced set
backs. It is inportant to note that directing
future growth in and around the existing
Village to sites where infrastructure can nore
easily be provided will result in a nore

efficient provision of community services,
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thus reducing future tax burden on residents.
Future devel opnent in the Agricultura

Busi ness District includes nore options than
in other Hudson Valley comunities. The
proposed anendnents strike a healthy bal ance
bet ween conserving | and w t hout extensively
restricting the devel opnent rights and
econom ¢ val ue of |arger properties. Scenic
Hudson under st ands that several neetings were
held with | arge | andowners to seek an
equi t abl e way of inplenenting recommendati ons
fromthe Conprehensive Plan into the zoning
that do not renmpbve econom c value fromthe

l and. The nost recent anendnent allow ng
agricultural |ands an additional special
permtted use further underscores the positive
col I aborati on between the Town and

st akehol ders and provides the flexibility for
working farns to generate additional incone.

I n conclusion, Scenic Hudson supports the
proposed zoni ng and subdi vi si on of |and
amendnents. Conmunities throughout the Hudson
Val l ey nust find ways to direct future

devel opnent to existing built areas and
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adj acent |lands that are served with
infrastructure. This is especially true for
Red Hook whi ch boasts an array of historic,
sceni c, ecological, and agricultural resources
potentially at risk fromuncontrolled growt h.
Sceni ¢ Hudson appreciates the opportunity to
provi de coments on the proposed anendnents to

the Zoni ng and Subdi vi si on Law.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you. The next speaker is Jim Stages.

BY MR STAGES:

My nane is JimStages. | own and operate a
farmand farm market north of the Village for
about 40 years, and while addressing nostly
the area north of Town because that's where |
am | think that it's a good idea to have open
space and have everything clean and green, but
that comes with a price, and | just wondered
who's going to pay the price. However, sone
of the options that | see in this could be
good and useful and could really hel p naybe
keep agriculture. There, again, at what
price? W pays it? Sone of the problens |

see with this is that, first of all, | don't
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think ABD is the correct designation for this
particular law. | think it mght rather be
called the ALBD, that is the Agricultura

Li mited Business District because | see when |
read it that the businesses that are all owed,
i ncluding the farm busi nesses, are limted in
their scope and nature. For instance,
farmand, it can be so many square feet, no
larger. The products you can sell are
specified and that's it, and, you know, it
seens to ne that this is a danper on the

busi ness that you are only allowed to conduct
with some others on the side. For instance,
you're allowed a repair shop, but you cannot
sell any equi pnent or any kind of product
there. There, again, limted. That word
needs to be put in there because that word
properly describes it. | see another problem
that other areas that are not in the ABD are
allowed to do agriculture. Well, | think that
that's a probl em because they're allowed to
conpete with the people who are only all owed
to do agriculture and farm ng and that is an

issue with me and it mght even constitute a
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restraint of fair trade. | don't know. |'m
not a lawer. | don't know where that's

goi ng. Maybe sone of you have a better idea
on that. Wth respect to the devel opnent
rights, they are also limted, and as

expl ained to me the devel oprment rights, the
devel opnent of your property basically in the
ABD i s about 85 percent has to be |eft open.

At | east 15 percent |ess deductions, roads,

set backs, all these kinds of deductions, and
| understand it nmay not be even worth it by
the tinme that all happens, that naybe the
case. In fact, | think it is the case. Wth
respect even to your own residence that you
want to put on a parcel there are 14
stipulations in this new | aw that you have to
abide by in order to build a single residence
on the property. One of which is the house
cannot be seen from any highway or road and on
ny parcel that's 3,000 feet of road frontage
that is not possible. | think it's unfair and
unr easonabl e. The second option of course you
have is the paynent option instead of

devel opi ng your property. | find a problem
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with that and the biggest problemw th that is

you don't have anything to say about how ruch

it's going to take. It's a take it or |eave
it deal and that can be disastrous. 1'Il give
you a case in point. | checked into this a

long tinme ago to have ny | and set aside and
was told while others were getting many
thousands of dollars | was told $50, 000 was

the price before taxes in order to set ny

property aside, and, of course, | wasn't going
to do that. It just isn't worth it. That's
not even a salary for a teacher. |If that's

the kind of paynment you're going to get here,
I mean, | don't think that's fair at all.

Now, with respect to the business thing again.
It looks like because it's limted it |ooks
like they're going to let us survive, but not
thrive, and that's not a good thing when it's
the only thing you have. As far as the new
devel opnent south of the Village, it sounds
like a good thing in many ways. | nean, | can
see it can conme with problenms with
infrastructure. | see it can cone with

problens with traffic, sewer, water
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congestion, all those things as well as
possibly not carry itself with the tax base.
If that happens it spills onto the other
people in the Town. Also, | want to say the
census was conceived. W have a |ot of
different situations now than we had in the
begi nning. W have gone through recession.
We are not really that prosperous. There's a
project in Town behind the paint store that's
hal f done and bankrupt, so | say it's going to
have problems. | just have one nore thing.
just want to say that this is one thing

would like to see is that this new | aw be
voluntary instead of nandatory, then it woul d
be a nore fair and reasonabl e thing for
everybody involved. It would be nore of the
Ameri can way. Thank you very nuch for

i stening.

THE SUPERVI SOCR

Thank you. The next speaker is Linda Keeling.

BY M. KEELI NG

Thomas -- (I NAUDIBLE), Jack Franklin, and
Kathy -- (1 NAUDIBLE) -- have donated their

time to ne. | am speaking on behal f of the
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citizens opposing sewer taxation. Thank you
all for diligently advertising this public
hearing. This is a quote fromthe New York
State USGS describing our land as it is now
"The nobst productive aquifers in upstate New
York consi st of unconsolidated deposits of
sand and gravel that occupy mgjor river and
streamval l eys or |ake plains and terraces.
By the way, you have a copy of this.

THE SUPERVI SOR
Linda, | do not have their nanes. You have
three minutes unless they've signed up to
speak.

SPEAKER
She can have ny three m nutes.

SPEAKER
She can have ny tine too.

BY M5. KEELI NG
Thank you very much. Ground water in these
aqui fers occurs under water table (unconfined)
or artesian (confined) conditions.

Muni ci palities, industries, and farms have

been built over nmany of these aquifers because

they typically formflat areas that are
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sui tabl e for devel opment and generally provide
an anple ground water supply. This

devel opnent, coupled with the high
permeability of these deposits and shal |l ow
depth to the water table, mnmakes these aquifers
particul arly susceptible to contam nation from
poi nt sources such as landfills and petrol eum
storage and non point sources such as urban
and agricultural run off." Menbers and
supporters of Citizens Qpposi ng Sewer Taxation
oppose the proposed Traditional Nei ghborhood
and Agricultural Business Districts amendnents
especially as it inpacts the area extending
fromthe Village of Red Hook's southern
corridor to Hannaford Drive. These amendnents
according to extensive research will: One,
reduce the agricultural greenspace |and area
now allowing rain water to percol ate through
the sand and gravel replenishing clean
drinking water to the aquifer. Two, convert

| ow density agricultural lands to high

popul ation densities with the potential for
cont ami nati on of the aquifer through ever

increasing spill incidents. Three, forma

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

conpeting second Village not in keeping with
the Greenway Conpact which encourages in
filling of the present Village business areas
within a 1,500 foot radius of its center to
encourage wal king. This decentralization of
the Business District will encourage the
failure of existing commerce in the Village.
Four, increase traffic volunes as there is no
public transportation between the proposed new
Red Hook Town Village and the O d Village of
Red Hook. Presently, businesses and

| andowners on the southern corridor are
experienci ng serious problens getting in and
out of their driveways. Mre traffic
congestion creates nore traffic casualties for
the pedestrians. Five, increase the Town's

hi ghway and personnel expenses resulting in

i ncreased taxes to all residents in direct
defiance to Governor Andrew Cuono's

encour agenent of consolidation of duplicative
services to reduce governnent expenses and the
consi deration of dissolution of villages.

Si x, decrease the farmer's land rights by

i mpacting their ability to borrow agai nst a
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hi gher | and value. Seven, financially inpact
adj oi ning Red Hook citizens properties as a
result of a future expansion of the
Centralized Sewer District without citizen
approval . Business and property owners al ong
Red Hook's southern corridor (South Broadway)
have their own costly and functioning septic
systenms. Insisting these taxpayers pay for
duplication of already existing systenms is an
encunbrance on their ability to make a profit
and survive financially. Additionally,
proposi ng an unneeded and costly centralized
sewer systemw ||l not protect the aquifer but
rather increase pollution incidents from oi
spills and reduce water infiltration vol unes
by diverting outflow volumes into the Sawki l
Creek. Rather than assumi ng and proposing the
installation of a costly pipe and grinder
sewer systemwi |l protect the existing

aqui fer, we believe the aquifer and
surroundi ng environments will be negatively

i npacted. The Inter-municipal Task Force,
chaired by Bill ONeill, and the Dutchess

County Water and Waste Water, |ed by Bridget
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Barclay, failed to acknow edge or even

consi der the New York State Departnent of

Envi ronnental Conservation's spill incident
reports over the last six years. They have
failed to heed the warnings of consultants and
taxpayers who are sure the central sewer
systemw || be an additional burden to
taxpayers. These spill incidents typify the
ongoi ng hazardous pollution negatively

i mpacting our aquifer presently. Conversely,
the present septic systens have not been cited
for polluting the aquifer. From 2005 through
2010 Dutchess County averaged a whoppi ng 397

i nci dents per year as conpared to Col unbi a
County's 87 incidences and U ster County's 324
i ncidents. Red Hook (including the two
Villages and Bard Col | ege) had a conbi ned
average of 20 incidents per year with the
majority occurring in the Village Business
District area. Rhinebeck, including
Rhinecliff, had 21 incidents per year with

M| an averaging three yearly incidents. Hyde
Park with nore than tw ce the popul ati on of

Red Hook averaged 17 incidents per year while
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Pl easant Valley, simlar in size to Red Hook,
averaged 12 incidents per year or 30 percent

| ess incidents than Red Hook. There were
3,344 incidents reviewed fromfive | oca
conmunities for the six years. Mst of the
spills are attributed primarily to businesses
fromnunmber two fuel oil along with kerosene,
transforner oil and hydraulic fluids. The few
private home incidents are also attributed to
equi prent failure, |eaking holding tanks or
over filled delivery accidents causing soi
contanmination. It takes very little fuel oi
to enter surface streanms, ponds and | akes as
non point run off and percolate into the
aquifer. Only two Red Hook incidents out of
the 119 invol ved raw sewage, one froma hone
in Tivoli, 10/19/2008, and the other fromthe
Tivoli Sewer Plant, 12/12/2008. Therefore,
98. 4 percent of the contam nation is being
generated by other influences and not septic
systens. Due to the high non septic pollution
incidents in Red Hook it would seemlogical to
first address and correct the various sources

of spill contam nation noted here by locally
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| egi sl ati ng busi ness and home inspection
verifications simlar to inspecting a honme for
a Certificate of Occupancy. By extrapol ation,
proposi ng increased busi nesses, subdi vision
housi ng by in or out of Town devel opers and
the associ ated inpervi ous roadways w | |

i ncrease the anmount of spill incidents over
the aquifer. |TF nenbers pushed for this
costly Centralized Sewer District by
justifying their faulty reasoning by stating
it would protect the aquifer. After seven
years of spending taxpayer dollars the | TF had
to come up with sonmething. The rezoning for
the southern corridor and Agricultura

District is sinply not doable. This is a plan
to attract developers with the | ocal taxpayers
pi cking up the added cost of private

devel opnent. Many of the businesses al ong
Route 9 have recently installed new septic
systens, one for about $100, 000, one for about
$30, 000 and anot her for about $6,000. Severa
homeowners have al so upgraded their systens
with thousands of dollars of investnent.

These local citizens supported their long term
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conmitment to a healthy comunity environnent
by financially investing in their business to
better serve the public. Yet, the Task Force
and the Water Authority have plotted agai nst
themwi th an expensive proposal without the
citizens' acknow edgement or approval. The
Task Force proposed a Central Sewer District

wi thout directly contacting the affected
citizens in witing and getting input from al
of those nost affected financially. In

addi tion, this unneeded systemrequires paying
a fee even if not hooked up to the system
Thi s expensi ve rezoni ng process has been very
undenocratic especially when dealing with our
future and the future of our children. This
financially burdensome proposal seeks to drive
out what little Red Hook busi ness we have
struggling to serve our comunity during these
poor economc times. "For Sale" and "For
Rent" signs abound in our Village and Town.
Even Federal Reserve Chairman Bernanke stated
it will take up to five years for the job
econony to recover. That neans busi nesses are

having a tough tinme already. W nust stop
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this rezoning because it will devastate the
Village and Town of Red Hook, drive out the

| ess than financially well heal ed and forever
change the social dynam cs of Red Hook. The
only way to save farmand is to save the
wor ki ng farner whose prinmary income is

farm ng. Rezoning never helps the farmer. W
the people, in order to forma nore livable
and just environment declare these truths to
be self-evident that we do not want nor do we
support a Central Sewer District in Red Hook
or a plan for farmers that will eventually
create their demse. W ask that this public
hearing remai n open, and we support the

Dut chess County's Legislature's prom sed
Mandat ory Referendum vote in the spring on the
proposed Part County Centralized Sewer
District. W ask that this rezoning issue

al so be put to a vote "of the people, by the
peopl e and for the people,"” of Red Hook.

Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, M ss Keeling. The next speaker is

Paul Fredericks.
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BY MR FREDERI CKS:

Paul Fredericks, and |'m speaking for nyself.

| have a few coments on the proposed zoning
map. One, | do not think it's an accurate

i ndi cation of the land use in the Agricultura
Busi ness District. Two, the reason is
easenent protected and public |and shoul d be
designated. |In sone cases they have m ni nal
bui | di ng envel opes for farnstead conpl exes and
the commercial devel opnment is not allowed on
the remaining major portion of the farm

Three, there appears to be nunerous sites

whi ch were restricted through the planning
process through the years which were not

desi gnated on the map of 2007. Four, citizens
who bought parcels of land of 15 to 39 acres
whi ch they felt coul d be subdivided and sel

as a retirement fund, college fund or lots for
their children will see a considerable |oss of
value. Their only recourse is seeking a
reduction in their assessnment to | ower taxes
whi ch woul d be passed onto other owners. In
1840, after the rent wars in the Hudson Vall ey

a |l aw was passed by the State Legislator
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directing that the land patrons had to sel

the land to the tenant farners. Today we are
finding that people who wish to be working
famly farmers whose nain income is fromthe
productive tilling of land cannot afford to
pur chase because they cannot conpete with
estate investors with other nmajor primary

i ncome who are |looking for tax shelters. W
shoul d devise a plan so that the working
farmers can remain farmers and not have to
becorme i nn keepers. 1In the proposed

Nei ghborhood District the nain intent appears
a major increase in residential density, 400
to 600 condos or apartments at 8 to 12 units
per acre. There is mnimal increase in
conmer ci al devel opment and a maj or decrease in
use of the 46 acres adjacent to Hannaford.

The above-nentioned condos and farns were
estimated as affordable with a cost of

$305, 000 which in reality is beyond the reach
of the nedian inconme for the Town of Red Hook.
I ncreased residential we are told will require
a Central Sewer District and expanded water

system Wiy weren't other nethods of waste
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treatnent such as small package treatnent
plans with in ground | eeching considered so
that the aquifer is replenished rather than
depleted. W are one of the few commnities
in the County that is blessed with an abundant
aquifer and wells. It would be a shame if we
had to use the Hudson River for drinking
water. It appears that the focus is on open
space with total disregard to what those 400
with an added 400 plus cars will do to the air
quality of the Village and increase the
current traffic in the Village. As it is the
cars are backed up to Garden Street and south
beyond the post office to the north. In
conclusion, all and all | feel the proposed
plan is not in conpliance with State Law which
requires a consideration of denographics. The
maj or increase in residential density wll
result in even greater inbalance between

resi dential and conmercial assessnent for
taxes. There will be a further shift of the
burden of taxes fromthe small and | arge
estates to Village and subdivi sion taxpayers.

The plan benefits a small group and does not
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assist real farmng community. | amalso
di sappoi nted and chagrined that the resultant
taxes and sewage district costs were nentioned
at official meetings as an econom c probl em
for our residents and a response on numerous
occasions was, tell themto nove. There are
ot her issues and concerns that fell ow speakers
and witers have expressed which | am aware of
and | did not include in this letter, but I
support their positions and conments. Again,
ny nane is Paul Fredericks. M phone numnber
is 758-8891. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
Thank you, M. Fredericks. The next speaker
is Gary Kowal sky.

BY MR. KOMLSKY:
I"'mgoing to yield ny tine.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
Thank you, sir. Phil Seynour

BY MR SEYMOUR
| guess I'mgoing to play devil's advocate a
little bit. First of all, with the proposed
comunity center down south of the Village,

anything that takes away -- everybody keeps
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tal king about the traffic in the Village.
Traffic is a necessity of life in the Village.
No traffic, no Village. The mpjority of
peopl e that are newer don't renmenber what Red
Hook was like, the Village, 35, 40 years ago
when | noved to Red Hook. There was six bars
and no sewers. 5:00 they rolled the sidewal ks
up, literally. 1It's cone a |long ways. The
bui | di ngs down the street were deteriorated.
A lot of them hadn't been taken care of for
years. A nunber of the buildings since then
have been torn down and rebuilt, apartnents
installed in those buildings to make them

vi able. Anytine you start tal king about

of fices outside the Village you're going to
take away fromthe livelihood of the Village.
You | ook and see how many vacanci es there are
right now, not good. Years ago, not so many
years ago they were tal ki ng about hi gher
density housing all the way around the
perimeter of the Village which to ne nmakes a
ot nmore sense. We tal ked about transfer of
devel opnent rights. This is not Long Island.

| don't think they're going to work right
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here. | think what woul d happen is you woul d
encourage a bi g devel oper to cone from outside
the area |like New York City and cone in and
want to devel op that whol e area down south of
the Village in one shot, and everybody keeps
tal ki ng about buil ding them school taxes, big
outfit's going to cone in and take advant age
of that and they're going to build as fast as
they can. The local popul ation wouldn't be
able to take all that housing. You're going
to have other people come in and then your
school taxes and popul ation are going to go
through the roof, sonething |like when | BM
first cane to Red Hook. People forget that.
As far as agriculture, what | don't see in
this whole law is how to handl e individua
farns, famlies, subdividing -- for exanple,
the Hoffmans did. You have no provisions for
many farns where | think nost of the
agriculture today is going to be on smaller
outfits or snaller |land pieces. You |ook at
Hei di and Chuck Simmons. They're a snal
operation, small piece of property. The

average people coming in that want to get into
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agriculture are not going to be able to afford
to buy 100 acres and buy all the equi pment
necessary to farmthat. Currently we have
cluster housing in our zoning that they can
nmandat e for any devel opnent. The figures used
in the tables are grossly exaggerated and
nostly because of the anpbunt of green space

al ready, the aquifers, wetlands and everyt hing
el se no where's near that anmount of houses can
be built in this Town, and who woul d buy thenf
VWho woul d conme forth to do that? W don't
have anything here to attract industry. W
don't have inexpensive help. W don't have
over abundance of natural resources. |[|f you

| ook at the building permts in the last 20
years there is nothing to docunment a problem
with the popul ation and over devel opnent in a
short period of time in this Towmn. There's
not hi ng that backs up those types of

argunents. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Seynour. The next speaker is

John Col burn. Tom LeG and, pl ease.

BY MR LEGRAND
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CGood eveni ng, distinguished Board menbers.

Thank you for the opportunity to give comrents

tonight. | amnot representing any particul ar
group. I'mjust a citizen of Red Hook, New
York, but | am first, in developnment. |'ve

been in business for 37 years. Sonebody
shoul d give ne a gold watch or sonething, and
I amfully versed in econom cs because | was
-- after the downsizing of IBMin 1992 | was
Chai rman of the County Economi c Devel opnent
Corporation, so | have a few conments tonight.
| grew up in Rhinebeck. W noved to Red Hook
in 1997 or '98, and |I'm al nost nei ghbors with
the Cranes, and it was kind of a bl ended
conmunity, and, really, when | | ook at the
conposition of the Red Hook comunity it's
farmers, it's contractors, it's service
people. Not the volune of |IBMers that we used
to have years ago. That has trenendously

di m ni shed. Legal people, dirt lawers like
Al Trezza and general community. W are not
really a community of wealthy aristocrats. So
when we tal k about farm protection i ssues one

of the questions that |'ve always asked over
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the years when ny dear friend, Wody C ose,
(proper noun subject to change) proposed this
farm and protection thing, nmy question was

i nstead of buying the property why don't you
give them free taxes. That way the property
can, at sone point, go back on the tax rol

and if works it works, but anybody that really
understands agriculture, and there are sone
farners here tonight, and I'man old farner
nysel f, understands that real property taxes
are not really the issue. The total issue
with farming is labor, it's conpeting with
goods from China and pl aces |ike that that
have no regul atory bodies. Wat's shocking to
ne is one day when | was over at Hannaford's
Supermarket with a friend of nmine who happened
to be in the agriculture business and we were
eyei ng those shiny red apples and says to me,
LeG and, do you know where they were born or
bred? | says, no. He said they cane from
China. The amazing thing is that they can
ship apples from China to the Hannaford's

mar ket in Red Hook, New York, cheaper than

they can buy local. So, again, it's got a |lot
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nore to do with many issues not just rea
estate taxes. | want to chime into what ny
good friend, Phil Seynour, said. One of the
speakers tal ked about a devel opment boom
There's been no boom |If you |ook at the
records probably in your peak year you nay
have had 24 or 26 pernmits for new hones, but,
quite frankly, if Steve Cole was here tonight
and we asked how nmany he's had this year so
far and | think naybe the nunber is zero.
Maybe | ast year you had two or three. These
things are kind of cyclical. You do get a
pent up demand for building, but what's
happeni ng right now, the housing market is
extrenmely depressed and the prices are still,
innm view, in a free fall. Paul Fredericks
m ght see things a little differently. But
you' re competing with existing home sales, so
really the only people that are building now
are the few people that want to build the
house of their dreams or sonmebody who got
their land for free, that's where it is. And,
al so, any comunity if it's going to be viable

shoul d have growmh. You can't say, okay, this
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is where it is. W're not going to have
growm h because all your shop keepers, all your
busi nesses, they need that increased custoner
base. | also believe one thing that should be
| ooked at very carefully is trying to devel op
an alternate Village Center south of the
Village. | remenber years ago when | think,
Sue, you will renenber this, | think you and
anot her Board nenber, Jean Waterw ck (proper
noun subject to change) consulted nme about the
| ocation of the Hannaford' s Supermarket and
the potential that that could have on the
Village, and ny idea at the time was |evel the
playing field and limt Hannaford to a sinilar
size store than what the | GA could have. [|'m
not an advocate for the tiberials, but one
thing that | understand is that the elderly
popul ation in this conmunity, the people who
don't have cars and stuff like that, they al
depend on having that tiberia market there so
they can get to it. | know ny dad, God rest
is sole, when we lived at 8 Kramer Road in

Rhi nebeck, which is across fromthe fair

grounds, and, | tell you, as he got old
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woul d just shake my head when | seen himon
the road with that car, but up the road we had
Janmesway and we had the Grand Union and that's
where he went. He went fromthere to there.

It was about a half a mle away and thank God
he made it back and forth safely. So | think
that's a real consideration because, again, a
ot of the elderly people in this comunity
and the people that don't drive depend on a

vi brant downt own busi ness area, and sonme days
when | drive through that and | see all the
"For Rent" signs in the windows it's not too
vibrant. Now, a few years ago | was

di scussing ny transfer devel opment rights with
Roger Ackl ey (proper noun subject to change)
who is the former Comm ssioner of Pl anning,
and at that nonment in tinme -- Roger and | were
very close friends because | also served as
Chai rman of the County Water and Waste Water
Authority -- he said he didn't think it was
practical, and he said in his view -- now,

that nmay have changed since -- the only place
that he had ever seen it happen in New York

State was a project involving the City of New
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York. He had never seen it work in other
comunities outside that. Now, that was a
coupl e of years ago so maybe that situation's
changed, but | do look at it as really clunsy,
and | also feel that the fee, if they can't
find sonmebody to buy their devel opnent rights
and then they have to pay the Town, | think
it's $24,000 or $25,000 for a door for a
single famly unit and $18,000 for a door for
an attached unit, that will kill any project
that comes to Town. There's just not that
much profit in these projects anynore. The

ot her thing too, ny understanding is when you
do transfer the rights or buy the rights, ny
understanding is their real property tax
assessment has dropped, so | believe that to
be the case. So that neans that the average
guy that lives in College Park or lives on
Whal eback Road or |ives over there in Red Hook
Estates, they are effectively paying for these
programs and our taxes, if you haven't checked
your tax bills, are crazy. |'ve had in ny
real estate office over the past three or four

years people have wanted to conme into our area
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fromLong Island, Staten Island, and they' d be
| ooki ng at property, they saw what they I|iked
and then they look at the tax bills and they

| ook at nme and they say, LeGand, we're
stayi ng put because our taxes on Staten I|sland
are cheaper than they are in Red Hook, New
York. The other issue is with these
conplicated transfer devel opnment right
proposal s realistically you' re going to
elimnate the local guys from doing

devel opnent. Now, Phil Seyrmour and |

devel oped in this Town for years. The Lore's
(proper noun subject to change) have devel oped
and there's other guys there that | can't
think of their names, but | always felt the
difference was, the difference was when the
guys that live in your community do the

devel opnent they care because they care about
the community. They live here and they got to
face the public every day. Toll Brothers,
which is certainly a good conpany, | w shed |
owned their stock years ago, the fact of the
matter is they're the only ones. Tol

Brothers and | arge conpanies |like that,
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they're the only ones that are going to be
able to do projects in these communities
anynore. M last conmment is that, you know, |
know you guys have worked on this for a |ong
time. | can tell you firsthand it's a
different world now from an economnic

st andpoi nt, and, you know, sonebody had said,
sone ot her previous speakers had nentioned
that they think it's going to be five years
bef ore, Bernanke said it's going to be five
years before it turns around. Al | can say
about Bernanke is | believe he's a hell of an
optimstic guy. Thank you very nuch for your

tinme.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. LeGrand. The next speaker is

Varren Smth.

BY MR SM TH:

Thank you, Supervisor Crane and the Town
Board. | did subnmit a letter. | don't know
if you got it yet, but I will briefly go
through it. 1'mhere this evening speaking on
behal f of Hudson River Heritage. W have an

office just south of Red Hook. | wite on
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behal f or | speak on behal f of Hudson River
Heritage to offer our endorsenment for the
proposed changes to your zoning |law. The
changes as proposed will serve to pronote
sust ai nabl e devel opment and smart growth, and
to preserve the qualities of life that the
citizens of Red Hook have enjoyed. The
proposed zoning revisions reflect nany of the
essential community and regional goals that
our organi zati on has advocated and wor ked
toward for our 35 years of existence. Anpng
these are fostering agriculture, enhancing
open space protection, and pronoting historic
preservation. The changes to the residenti al
cluster devel opnent regul ations, and
especially the addition of an Agricultura
Business District or AB District are
significant inmprovenents to your existing
zoning law. In particular, the many
provisions in the Agricultural Business
District including the potential for sale of
devel opnent rights as a means to preserve both
viabl e agricultural use and open space while

permtting conservation subdivision
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opportuni ties under certain circunstances
represent the current best practices in |and
use planning. So | want to thank you for
taking on this challenging but essential task
and for seeing it through to such a positive

concl usi on.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, M. Smith. The next speaker is
Chri st opher Kl ose.

KLOSE
Supervi sor Crane and Council Menbers, on
behal f of Echo Valley Farm and four
generations of ny famly I"'mwiting and
speaki ng today in support of the Local Laws
Nunber 2 and 3 proposed. On behal f of our
farmand our famly | amhere to support Loca
Law 2 and 3. Dating from 1745 and | ocated off
Route 199 one mile east of the Village of Red
Hook, Echo Vall ey Farm has been in continuous
production of food, fiber and |ivestock
products for nore than 250 years. Bordered by
the Sawkill on the west it's 103 acres of
rolling neadows, hay fields and woodl ands,

white picket fence, farmhouse and big red
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barns cone close to the ideal picture of
Anerica's and Red Hook's fast di sappearing
rural heritage. Since 1943 through thick and
through thin it has been our privilege and our
responsibility as a famly and as nenbers of
this community to steward Echo Valley Farm

but as surely as summer gives way to w nter
one day the farmwi |l pass fromour hands into
ot hers, and as best we can see, and we have
talked a long tine and hard about this, we
bel i eve these |l aws before you now will help to
preserve and to protect what we have cheri shed
and will cherish, and what we have worked hard
and will maintain and work hard for for the

rest of our lives. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Kl ose. The next speaker is

Tril by Sieverding.

BY Ms. SI EVERDI NG

Thank you. M husband and | own a 46 acre
farmin the Town of Red Hook, and certified Ag
District Number 20, and our farmis not
included in the proposed Ag District. Yet our

farmneets every one of the criteria for
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inclusion in the Ag District, and the two
farnms contiguous to ours are included in the
Ag Business District, and it nakes perfect
sense that ours should be as well. | believe
that the criteria for inclusion in the Ag
District, in the Ag Business District, that

is, does not apply uniformy, and, therefore,
| worry about the | aw being discrimnatory.

As it exists today we have solid rights to
farmunder the New York State Ag and Markets
Law. The proposed zoni ng change in Red Hook
will take sonme of those rights away from us.
Specifically, under New York State Ag and
Markets Law today we can have a horse boarding
operation on our farm Yet under the proposed
Red Hook Zoning Law only farns in the Ag
Business District will be allowed to have a
horse boardi ng operation. Farm properties
outside the Ag Business District are
specifically not allowed to, and | would, if
you're interested, have you | ook at
definitions on page 51 of the proposed | aw and
conpare it to the New York State Ag and

Markets Law. |f the purpose of the proposed
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Ag Business District is to support |oca
farm ng why under this proposal will ny

farmng rights be restricted? Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, Ms. Sieverding. The next speaker

is Richard Franklin

FRANKLI N:
First of all, | have to say for everybody
who' s been maki ng comments, |'mreally

i npressed with the argunents that people have
been bringing forth for and against the | aw
First, | want to be sure that happens, and |'m
requesting, is that this go to a referendum

A law of this magnitude bel ongs to the vote of
the people. Now, one thing we've been talking
about is basically farm ng and devel opnent
rights and what have you. | don't know if
anyone understands it. | did a little check
of the | aw and devel oprnent rights can be
bought back. They're not in perpetuity, so be
aware of that when you get into the buying and
selling of devel opnent rights. But what |'m
really here to talk about for a minute or two

is the fact of the inpact on the aquifer. In
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our Red Hook Anandal e Town water system we use
approxi mately 28,000,000 gallons of water a
year which cones directly out of our aquifer.
You add 600 hones to the southern part of the
Town or to the sane aquifer, not part of the
same water district by any neans, that's an
addi ti onal 34, 000,000 gallons of water a year.
This is a direct drain fromthe aquifer, and
we need to understand that we are also in a
gateway area, and | reviewed this with New
York State, that says we are prone to
droughts. W have had three mgjor droughts
since 1960. |In one case we were trucking
water right here in Red Hook. So when you
tal k about new prograns and you tal k about

wat er systens you have to understand where
your water's conming fromand where it's going
to, and water must be returned to the aquifer
regardl ess of how you develop it. 600 hones
will bring 1,200 children. The arithnetic is
sinmple. That neans nore school facilities.

W don't have a paid fire departnent. W have
a volunteer departnent. We may end up with a

paid fire departnent at roughly $3, 000, 000 a
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year adding those taxes on top of everything
el se. So housing does not necessarily bring
tax opportunities, business does, and that's
the thing we have to begin to | ook at and that
is the core of business. W ought to | ook at
new ki nds of businesses, maybe hydroponics. |
went through Canada. Canada is |oaded with
hydr oponi ¢ systens growi ng and reusing waters
and reusing your systems. No systemis a
utopia. Hydroponics is not a utopia either,
but if you want to keep our children here and
we want to nove our education forward we have
to give themthings to | ook forward to and
just extended building and addi ng areas where
we have no parking and no | and to add parking
makes no sense. |'mnot against total new
proposals, but | don't think this has been
conpl etely thought out, and a little nore work
has to be done and definitely a referendum has

to be held on this issue. | thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Franklin. The next speaker is

Tom Sul |i van.

BY MR SULLI VAN

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

60

Yes, ma'am | yielded nmy time already.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, sir. N ck Russo.

BY MR RUSSO

My nane is Nick Russo, and | own 235 acres in
Red Hook. It borders Col unbia County.

t hought when | bought that property that was
ny 401k, but as | look at this | don't know
what's going to happen to the assessnments. Re
designating the property to sonething
different than it was originally bought as,

R3, that's, | guess, three acre residential,
but now that's all going to change and what
are we going to do about the assessnent

val ues, the redistribution of the wealth in
the Town here where some should be | owered and
some should be raised. W have to bal ance the
budget. Whatever our budgets are we have to
rai se taxes for, so | think that's sonething
that should be discussed, and this is all on
the assunption that this is going to pass
because that tax inpact and the redistribution
of assessnents, |owering sone, raising others,

so |'mjust concerned about that, and, as
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say, nmy 401k is going down the tubes I think,
if everyone knows what a 401k is, that's a

retirement plan. That's all | have to say.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Russo. The next speaker is

John Dougl as.

BY MR DOUGLAS:

John Dougl as, Red Hook, New York. I've lived
here nmy entire life. Sone of the things
think need to be brought to your attention
again is that approximately over 6,000 acres
of the 22,000 acres of Red Hook are under
conservation easenents of some kind, either
under Sceni ¢ Hudson, the Town of Red Hook, New
York State, Dutchess County, etc. That's over
30 percent property in Red Hook. 53 percent
or 54 percent, dependi ng on whose nunbers you
listen to, approximately, are under
agricultural today. W've only had
approxinately 26 or 28 building permts for
the last ten years each year on average.
That's about 280 new homes over the past ten
years |'ve been building in Red Hook. What

you' re proposing, and | believe M. LeGrand is
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correct, a big contractor will cone in and
build 600 hones within two years instead of
600 hores over 20 years or 30 years, and if
you paid attention to the census of the Red
Hook Central School District they have
approxi mately 2,300 school students today. In
2017 they are predicting, in a newspaper
article that's probably a year, 18 nonths old
now, approximtely 1,500 or 1,700 schoo
district children, and several speakers al so
nmentioned on jobs. You are now meking the
Village Center on the south side where you

wi || have conpanies |ike barber shops that's
nmentioned in the plan, banks, other retai
stores in direct conpetition with the stores,
bar ber shops that we have now. Also, if you
| ook at our commercial real estate that we
have in the Town of Red Hook which is

m ni scul e conpared to the comercial rea
estate of Rhinebeck, New York, which is about
400 acres whi ch has many acres undevel oped,
all of our property in the Town of Red Hook,
commerci al property, is occupied by a

building. It nmay not be being utilized as
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commerci al property today. There are hones on
some of those pieces of parcels, but they are
all occupied by a building. There's not one
comercial acre, that | know of, in the Town
of Red Hook that's not occupied by a building,
and so there is no way presently under the
present zoni ng which was devi sed by a very
smart planning group to be small so we woul d
not have comrercial spraw. W cannot have
commercial sprawl. Another thing you need to
think about is there's a |lot of property under
PDR conservation easenent. They're on the map
that Mchele presented tonight to be part and
parcel with this new agricultural zone. Now,

| ask why, that property's already protected.
It's al ready under conservation easemnent.

Now, do the |l andowners of this property have
the right to now sell if they have 100 acres.
Three acres divided by 100, that's 39 lots or
35 lots or whatever it is. |It's over 30 |lots.
Do they have the right to sell those |ots now
to a devel oper on the southern tier. | don't
know. Can they make nore noney? | thought we

paid them so that they couldn't build and now
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do they have the right -- enter this program
are they going to be part and parcel with this
new zoning? | don't think that's fair. [|I'm
opposed to this zoning the way it is

especi ally when you're nmandating that you
cannot use vinyl siding and ot her vinyl
products, and you want inexpensive homes, and
we spent over half a mllion dollars for a
pl an which | don't think, is not in the
interests of Red Hook. A traditiona

nei ghbor hood, traditional nei ghborhoods in ny
m nd, based on the pictures and on the set
backs that have been displayed in the plan,
rem nd ne of places like New York City, Cty
of Poughkeepsie, Cty of Kingston, and if |
wanted to live in those places, and at one
time | had the opportunity to do that
especially right after college | could have
noved to New York City, | chose not to. | did
not want to live in a brownstone. | did not
want to live that sort of style of life. This
is not Red Hook folks. This is for a city.

This is not Red Hook. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:
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Thank you, M. Douglas. The next speaker is
El i zabet h Avi s.

AVI S:

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to
cone forward. | want to thank you for the

| eadership that your Board is taking in
designing plans for the community. W do need

| eadershi p, and that an anything goes plan is

no plan at all, and we're all losers with that
type of plan. | wanted to al so say how nuch |
appreci ate the sidewal k being built. | come

to you as a nomright fromdelivering the kid
to his sport, but | appreciate the sidewal ks
being built fromthe center of Town out toward
the rec park that can al so connect the two
devel opnents, those famlies that live in

Li nden Acres and Apple -- area, and |
appreciate living on the farm and out to upper
Red Hook. | would like to see nore farm ng
farm ng encouraged with the plan. For
exanple, if there is a wonderful farm north of
the red farmand the buildings are falling to
decay and it's a gentleman farmer who's an

absentee | andl ord, for exanple, that good
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woul d

hope that this wonderful plan, this very good

pl an, does sonehow cl ose any potenti al

| oophol e that there would be for a wealthy

absent ee | andowner who woul d benefit fromthe

open space, but not farmit, and I thank you

very much for this opportunity.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, M's. Avis. The next speaker is

Pet er Setaro.

BY MR SETARO

Thank you. Good evening. Pete Setaro, Morris
Associates. |I'mhere tonight to tal k about
the Sky Park Airport property. Wat | would

like to do is just read a relatively short

letter. | will give the Town Board a copy of

it. 1've also spoken with the property owner.

He is currently out of town and wll

be

returni ng on Monday, and he will also be

following up with a letter on this also. So

Dear Supervi sor Crane and Town Board nenbers.

| am here tonight representing Sky Park

Devel opers, LLC, the owner of the Sky Park

Airport property. Qur office was retained in
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2008 to perform a boundary and topographica
survey of the property and eval uate potenti al
resi dential devel opnment opportunities. The
owners deci ded for a nunber of reasons to not
pursue any of the potential concept plans
devel oped. Since that tine our office has
been contacted by prospective investors

| ooking to develop the property. The concepts
recently envisioned for this property involved
hotel and restaurant uses along with other

i nci dental uses. As you know, these ideas and
concepts have been brought before various Town
agencies and officials to gauge initial
reactions. No fornal applications have been
nmade to the Town for these devel opnent
proposals. In looking at these potential uses
on the property, in ny opinion both of these
uses would fit well into the property and take
advant age of many of the special environnental
features of the property. The proximty of
Red Hook Golf d ub, Taconic Parkway, Village
shoppi ng opportunities, and the rura

character of the area, are terrific marketing

opportunities for this property. |n reviewng
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the infrastructure needs for these uses
particul arly water supply, sewage di sposal and
drai nage, | believe the property can support
these uses. However, in ny many years of
experience representing both nmunicipalities
and private developers the first thing that a
devel oper | ooks at is the zoning district and
al l owabl e uses. Currently, the property is
zoned RD3 which does all ow subject hotel and
restaurant uses subject to a special permt
application. The proposed zoning is

Agricul tural Business, which without listing
all the proposed uses, appears to primarily
all ow uses that are centered around
agricultural and farm ng operations. Inns and
restaurants are allowed in conjunction with
farmor agricultural operations. The property
owner is very concerned that the proposed
zoning will be a major obstacle in realizing
the full potential of the 100 acre property.
In this econony it is very difficult to
realize a return on investnment on farmng type
operations or businesses especially given that

the previous property use was a conmerci al
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airport. The current RD3 zoning allows the
greatest flexibility for the property while at
the same tine affording the Town of Red Hook
the potential for a project that could
generate substantial taxes and econonic
opportunities. Any commercial type

devel opnent of this property will require a
substantial financial investment. 1In the
current econony banks cannot be relied upon to
provide the capital to start a project.
Approval costs must come from private

i nvestors. Wthout zoning uses that woul d
allow a well thought out project to be
proposed it is inpossible to attenpt to
solicit investors. The Town shoul d be
comended for their efforts to preserve open
space over the years and has been a | eader
among Dut chess County nunicipalities in this
effort. The Town has done a good job of

bal ancing its rural character with allow ng
wel | planned devel opnent. In this econony it
is even nore inportant to provide the
flexibility and to encourage econonic

devel opnent opportunities. Flexibility is the
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key and without a wi de range of uses that wll
all ow the needed rate of return on investnents
econom ¢ devel opnent opportunities could be
very limted. | have spoken to the property
owner who is out of Town this week. He is
very concerned with the proposed zoni ng and
will submit a letter next week regarding his
position on |l eaving the zoning as the current
RD3 designation. This property is the |ast
property in the proposed AB District al ong
Route 199, the adjacent property to the east
is RD3. Leaving the current designation as
RD3, in our opinion, does not inpair the
Town's vision for maintaining its rura
character. It does, however, give the Town
flexibility to consider a devel opment proposa
that could be a najor econom c boost for the
Town. We would be glad to neet with any Town
officials to discuss the Sky Park property.
This is an inportant property in the Town and
shoul d be carefully considered when review ng
zoni ng changes. On behalf of the property
owner, we appreciate the opportunity to

present our position and | ook forward to
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working with the Town on this matter. Thank

you very much. | appreciate your time.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, M. Setaro. The next speaker is
Ted Saud.

SAUD:

Hello. 1'm Ted Saud, and we are representing
oursel ves, and we are one of the devel opers
who has been noved up here to create a project
with Sky Park. There are very few | arge
parcels left in Red Hook that can sustain the
ki nd of business that we propose which is a
destination resort, restaurant, spa, on a
working farm This project would generate a
substantial tax base. It would maintain
agriculture. It would create over 100 jobs
many of which woul d be career track. W would
build -- (I NAUDIBLE) -- and the zoning you're
proposi ng has and will nake it inpossible for
us to raise the kind of funding we need to
make this happen. Red Hook is in desperate
need of an anchor business that is not a big
box store, one that will draw a customer base

and that will support |ocal businesses and our
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farnms. Thank you so nuch for your tine.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you, M. Saud. Rosenmrie Zenger, Tara

Sul l'ivan. The next speaker is Norman Geig.

BY MR GREIG

Good evening. Norman Greig. |'ma farnmer in
Red Hook. |'ve been farming here all ny life.
The agricultural community in Red Hook is
pretty vital, and we, ny father started
farm ng here 30 years before ne, and in the
time we've been farm ng we've kept the housing
off that land now for 70 years. W have no
plans to develop that land. W want to farm
it, and in the nei ghborhood, the agriculture
conmunity, there are nore farners | ooking for
farm and than there is good farm and

avail able. | have people calling me regularly
asking isn't there land to rent, we need nore
farmand. 1'mvery concerned about the new
proposed | aw because historically Red Hook is
devel oped house by house. In the last 50
years there was a bi g devel opnent boomin Red
Hook right after they built the Kingston

Bridge in 1958 when a nunber of farns went
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under housing, but since then it's been house
by house and the proposal, as | understand it,
is to concentrate the devel opnent in one area
and keep the housing off the farmand and |I'm
in favor of that. The problem| have with it
is that in concentrating the devel opnent south
of the Village you're talking about buil ding
water and sewer. |It's a nmarket driven
econory. Historically houses weren't built

unl ess lots were available. The farners

know who are still farming in Red Hook, and
there are a number of us, have plans to farm
They don't have plans to build houses. They
have no interest in that. Once a house goes
on the land it's gone. W're there to nmake it
happen agriculturally. M concern about what
the proposal is is that by creating this water
and sewer district south of Town you're not
saying that we're going to wait until the lots
are available. You're going to make an area
that's prinme for an outside devel oper to cone
in and instead of devel opi ng Red Hook house by
house you're going to devel op the renai nder of

our build out in mybe a five year period of
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time instead of a 50 year period of tinme.

That, as a farner, is a big problemfor ne
because then the school taxes continue to go
up. W pay nore in school taxes annually than
what ny father paid for the farm Qur schoo
taxes continue to go up. This is not what the
comunity's about. Qur Town and County taxes
continue to go up. This doesn't work, so |I'm
confused. The whole reason to pass this
proposal is to sl ow down the devel opnent and
reduce the build out, and by doing that you're
going to accelerate the build out so that we
get our final build out devel opnent

i medi ately rather than in the future. It's a
big problem and while you're doing that --
you know -- it's all about creating an
opportunity for agriculture. Wll, the
opportunity for agriculture isn't there.

still have a 16,000 square foot barn that |
have no use for, and | go to these neetings
over and over again and | say what about that
barn. | would like to put something in that
barn because if you don't have sonething in

the barn the barn falls down. You have to
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have a reason to nmaintain it, and everybody
says we could give you a 4,000 square foot
mar ket or a 3,000 square foot equiprment shop,
but | said well, what if an Adans shoul d
happen to cone to Red Hook, and they said oh,
no, we have to defend Hannaford. They're
doing fine. You know, if you're not letting
the farmers at |east use the buildings we
have, to say nothing of create opportunities
for our future -- | nmean, the other problemis
if the next generation wanted to build a
single house on ny farmit couldn't happen

wi thout triggering a devel opment plan for the
whole farm W don't want to devel op the
farm We want to farmthe farm but the next
generation wants to conme there and live there
and farmthe farmand that should be possible.
You need to think about this law. If you
really want to do sonething for agriculture
let's tal k about creating not an open space
pl an or the purchase devel opnent rights, but
an agricultural plan where devel opnent rights
coul d be bought to the agricultural value and

then the next generation, the buyer can only
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be a farnmer who's a bonafide farner who's nore
than happy their incone comes fromagriculture
rather than making farners the pool boys for
the New York City | andowners. The long or the
short of it is | know you want to reduce the
devel opnent and reduce the output based on the
total build out of the community, but if you
were selling devel opnent rights for allow ng
the rest of the farmers to exist to sell their
devel opnent rights you would reduce the build
out far nmore than creating a devel opnent idea
that we're going to give to those devel opnent
rights in the future, and the other problemis
that it's a non funded system You're going
to sell developrment. You're going to sel
these units in the devel opnent zone, and
that's supposed to generate funds to buy

devel opnent rights in the future. Well, if
you sell devel opment rights in, say, $2,012,
and you buy devel opnent rights in $2,050
there's never going to be enough noney, so to
hold out to the farnmers that we've got a

prom se of we're going to buy the devel opnent

rights in the future to justify the
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devel opnent you guys put in by selling us down

the river right up front, | have a huge
problemwith it. | think the idea is good to
keep the housing off the land. | think the

i dea is good to keep your devel opnent close to
the Village Center, but there's sone fata
flaws in the way it's been proposed. Consider
this please, and put it to a referendum and
when you tal k about Sky Park, there isn't a
tillable acre on that parcel. I|I'mfamliar
with that site. There isn't atillable acre
there. There's no reason for that to be in
the Agricultural Business Zone. |If you're
goi ng to have an Agricul tural Business Zone
have it voluntary. Farners commt to the
agricultural assessment and the voluntary
program when they put their land in the
Agricultural District, and it's easy to draw
the Agricultural Business Zone if you're going
to have one. You draw it around the | and
that's committed to the Agricultural District.
Those are the people that are actively farm ng
and interested. |If they're not in the

Agricultural District then they' re not
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committed. Straight forward. Thank you. Put

it to a referendum

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY MR

Mar y

Thank you, M. Geig. The next speaker is
Doug Scheff. The final speaker is Pete
Hubbel |

HUBBELL:
Good evening, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Board. | have been, as so many of you know,
been instrunentally involved with the Ag and
Open Space Committee in both working on the Ag
Busi ness District and sel ecting those sites
that are in it, but, first of all, | thought
it mght be useful to debunk a few statenents
that were nade here. |In fact, someone

menti oned about taxes going up. Well, npbst ag
farm and is under an agricultural assessnent
with reduced level of taxes. The idea that
Toll Brothers is going to come in and build
600 houses is pretty far fetched that that
woul d ever happen. Think of how many houses
sold in total in Red Hook in the |ast year,
that probably gives you close to 50 years sel

out. Conservation easenents, if the easenent
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docunent's witten in perpetuity it is in
perpetuity. There's no way it can be
purchased back, and so |I'm speaking in support
of the Local Law 2. The fact that this is a
[imted use, we had many, nany sessions in our
ag and open space mneetings goi ng over the
various uses that would be allowed in this
district and we greatly expanded the uses over
and above what had been there, and there was a
conment about a property being excluded froma
district, They may petition to get into the Ag
Busi ness District. So if you're not happy and
you're out petition and you can possibly get
in. | can renenber going through nmany

di fferent uses from expanding fromthe old
zoning. One in particular was brewery, cider
mlls, greenhouse and nursery plans where you
can actually sell nursery product fromon the
farmwhi ch was not allowed before. W
expanded the size of the farm markets that
were permtted and nade themonly require
mnor site plan review. W allowed inns and
restaurants that were not all owed before, cold

storages were allowed with, | believe, mnor
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site plan review other than for public safety.
So to say that this is a limted scope of
uses, it's a greatly expanded scope of uses.
So that's all I"mgoing to say at this point.
Alot of time and effort when into it. | can
renmenber some of the discussions we had at
these neetings. They were very heated.
There's nmenbers of that conmttee that are
here tonight and know what we went through.
Sone hadn't been on it that |ong, sone maybe
| onger, but a lot of tine, and effort, and
energy went into developing this, and |I have
no axe to grind. 1 don't farm |[I'mnot a
real estate broker. | just have

three-quarters of an acre in upper Red Hook.

| ama real estate appraiser. |'ve been doing
that for close to 30 years. | know how
agricultural markets work. | know how

devel opnent nmarkets work. | know how
comercial industrial markets work. | know

how open | and markets work, and sone of the
things that were said here tonight by sone
real estate professionals | may take a little

bit of exception to, so that's it for ne.
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Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

BY M5

Mar y

Thank you, M. Hubbell. Before we take
addi ti onal comments from peopl e who have
al ready spoken is there anybody who has not

spoken that now wi shes to speak? Yes.

J OHNSON.
Good evening. |'m Mary Ann Johnson. | live
out on Haperman Hill Road. | amthe fornmer

Chair of the Town Board of the Agricultural
and Open Space Conmittee, and | am here like
Pete to al so debunk a few things that | heard
tonight. This is not a transfer of

devel opnent rights program W have expl ai ned
that repeatedly through public hearings, in
the neetings that we've held at Ag and Open
Space. |'mnot sure where the confusion is
stemming from but it is not a transfer of
devel opnent rights, and | think people need to
understand that. | was a part of the |land use
wor ki ng group so many years ago that started
this process, and throughout the whole thing
we have reaffirmed the goal that M chel e had

put up on the board regarding the future of
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Red Hook. At sone point you have to act on
those goals, and this is the tinme, and

support this plan, and | support the zoning
amendnments, and | hope we can nove forward.

Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

W have some letters that were received that
we'd like to read into the record. The Town
Clerk will read one. | have two and ot hers
that were received have al ready been read
tonight, so | guess | will start with a letter
to the Town Board regarding 2010 Local Law 2
proposed. "Thank you for this opportunity to
address the Board with concerns about these
proposed changes, specifically, the
elimnation of density bonus for provision of
central water. Wile | amnot exactly sure
what this bonus is; | believe it is a hone
building lot size reduction if comunity water
is provided. |If this is true, | would like to
enphasi ze the inportance and benefits that a
conmunity water and/or sewer systembrings to
the Town and its residents. A safe, adequate,

protected and nonitored water supply adds
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great value to any property and its presence
will ensure future growh in nany positive
ways to nunmerous to nention. This is
denonstrated in many other towns where it is
mandatory to build and connect to existing

wat er systens whenever and wherever feasible.
If the bonus neans a smaller lot size, as the
parcel does not need to support both water
wel | and septic system nore benefits arise.
More building lots yield nore tax revenues per
acre. In sunmmary, | urge the Board to

reconsi der its position and give every
possi bl e i ncentive needed to encourage the
bui | di ng and growth of public water and sewer
systenms within the Town." | have a second
letter. | think I'll take a break and take a
drink of water and let the Towmn Cerk read the

next letter.

THE TOMWN CLERK:

This letter was received in nmy office
yesterday, January 19th, and it is from John
Wnthrop Aldrich. "Dear Supervisor Crane,

Pl ease accept for the record of the public

hearing on Local Law No. 2 (Proposed) and
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| ocal Law No. 3 (Proposed) this statement. |
regret that | will not be able to attend the
hearing this evening in person. | have

exam ned the text of these proposed ordi nances
and the associated maps and | amin

whol ehearted agreenent with the neasures in
every respect. An enornous anmount of

t hi nki ng, professional effort and di scussion
has clearly been invested in this endeavor,
and the investnment has paid off handsonely for
the people and well being of our Town.

salute both the consultants and the many Town
of ficials who have persevered and seen this
through to conpletion. The people of Red Hook
have arrived at a watershed noment. WII they
build on the magnificent -- indeed historic --
actions they have recently taken in responding
to the questionnaire some years ago that |ed
to a Conprehensive Plan and Open Space Pl an
that were truly pioneering in their conmmtnent
to quality of life values, followed by the
passage of our |ocal bond act in support of
retention of agricultural open space or wll

they turn their backs on these initiatives and
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return to the discredited forner val ues of

| and devel oprment according to "the highest and
best use"? The ecological, historic
preservation, agricultural, scenic and
recreational objectives that are set forth in
these neasures shoul d be enbraced, the Laws
shoul d be adopted, and they shoul d becone a
source of immense community pride to us all
Testifying as a lifelong resident of the Town,
a taxpayer for nearly half a century, and one
who has been privileged to serve for nany
years as Town Historian, | viewthis nonment as
a profoundly historic one, a nmonent when at
the dawn of its bicentennial Red Hook will
finally declare through these anmendnments that
it will be the master of its own future,
chanpi on of its own val ues, and preserver of
its beloved heritage and that it will not go
the way of Hyde Park and so many ot her
comunities that we have watched drift in
another direction. If | were to single out
one provision that is particularly dear to ny
heart it would be the rezoning as Agricultura

Busi ness of the operating orchard and farm and
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at Montgonery Place. This property is not
only one that has been farnmed in this fashion
for over two centuries and is a contributing
feature of a National Historic Landmark, it is
one of the nobst accessible, visible,
producti ve and popul ar enterprises of its kind
in the Hudson Valley. Mntgonery Pl ace

O chards denponstrates how stabilizing our
agricultural base through nmeasures like these
is good news for the Town's econony both short
and long term and good for property val ues

t hroughout the conmunity. Respectfully

submi tted, John Wnthrop Al drich Rokeby."

THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, Susan. W received also a letter
yesterday to the Town Board of the Town of Red
Hook. "Proposed Amendnents to the Town Zoning
Law. The purpose of this letter is to
recomend that the conmunity and the Board
vote no regarding the proposed anendnent.
Wiile | endorse the long termobjectives of
the Inter-Minicipal Task Force, specifically
those proposal s that endeavor to control where

and how future growth should occur, the
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proposal s for the creation of two new zoning
districts and Incentive Zoning are unnecessary
and di scrimnatory because the Planning Board
can achi eve nost of the same objectives under
the existing zoning law without Iimting the
econom ¢ opportunities now available to many

| andowners, and it is deficient and inadequate
inits response to our existing and projected
residential tax burden, and it is biased

agai nst the broad economc interests of the
conmunity. The proposed | aw i s unnecessary
and di scrim natory because | andowners can seek
approval for essentially the sanme projects
under the existing zoning law. However, the
proposed law will not only deprive many

| andowners of economi ¢ opportunities they
presently have but will enhance opportunities
to a small nunber of |arge | andowners. Most

i mportantly, by continuing the current |aw the
Pl anning Board will not be required to
surrender any portion of its ability to
exerci se judgenent, as nmay be necessary, in

i ndi vi dual situations. Specifically the

proposed |law is discrimnatory, nunber one,
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| andowners with three to 19 acres will be
deprived of devel opment options now avail abl e
to themwhile those with 20 acres or nore wl |l
continue to enjoy all existing devel opnent
opportunities many with greater ease. Two, in
at least one identifiable instance the
proposed | aw targets one | andowner and

emascul ates his existing devel opnent rights.
The proposed | aw i s unnecessary. Number
three, there are few, if any, projects
identified under the proposed | aw that can't
be sought and approved under the existing | aw
The proposed | aw is deficient and i nadequate
inits response to our existing and projected
residential tax burden. Very few
opportunities exist at the local level to
mtigate this burden other than the expansion
of desirable and appropriate comrercia
enterprises. Wile it is suggested that the
proposed | aw offers increased opportunities
for comrercial expansion anal ysis suggests
that the recomendations are deficient and

i nadequate. For exanple: One, although they

exi st no new areas for desirable and
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identified. Two, comrercial investnent i
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n

certain existing areas was actual |y reduced.

Three, nmost of the additional opportunities

proposed are conpromni sed by the need to

purchase often rai se and expand exi sting

conmercially zoned structures a comnbination

that in nost instances is neither prudent nor

econonically feasible within our conmunity.

Four, developnent to the optimumlinits

proposed can only be achi eved by paying a

special incentive zoning tax that wll

di scourage, if not elimnate completely,

commerci al and residential investment.

proposed |l aw i s biased agai nst the broad

economnic interests of the community.

The

bot h

The

I ncentive Zoni ng proposal raises fees from

devel opers desiring to achi eve econonic

feasibility through optinum density.

However ,

these fees are designated for distribution

exclusively in the AB District. Wile

and a

majority of our residents support the nmerits

of open space and the econom c health of our

legitimate farming conmunity we al ready pay
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approximately $2 mllion annually to do so -
the result of TDR bond costs and the
transferred agricultural tax savings.
Conparatively, the rest of the community is
underserved. These fees could, and should, be
directed to where they are equally, if not
substantially, more beneficial. For exanple:
If they nust be exclusive within the AB
District then why not to preserve, enhance and
sustain those legitimate farmfamlies that
can show that their income fromfarmng
exceeds, as a mininmum 50 percent of famly

i ncome or why not distribute anong the Red
Hook Central School District should it
evidence a true need for additional physica
facilities as it has sought or our parks and
recreation facilities which are regularly said
to be underfunded or our libraries in exchange
for the current fixed tax contribution they
receive or our central sewer systemif needed
or projects to enhance the physica
attractiveness of our central business
district if desired or projects to offset tax

benefits or contribute to shovel ready

Mary T. Babiarz Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(845) 471-2511



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

91

property planned for conmercial devel opnent.
The devil is in the details. W nust not,
agai n, be seduced by argunents for preserving
open space, farm and and farm ng without a
full understanding of the true economnic
details and recognition of the mgjor
beneficiaries. It is inprobable to expect
that attitudes in Albany will soon change
regardi ng policies that strangle our schoo
budgets and are creating an increasing group
of wealthy | andowners who are able to become
| egal farmers for tax abatenent purposes, but
are far frombeing legitimate farners. W
nmust not exacerbate these situations by
anything less than a full understanding of
this proposal. Understand the details of this
proposal and vote, no." It is signed Douglas
C. Moat. That is the sumof the letters that
we have received at the Town Hall to date.
bel i eve there was someone who raised their
hand and wanted to speak a second tine, and,

I"'msorry. | mssed who it was. Yes.

BY MR SEYMOUR

| just want to add 25 years, or whatever it
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was, years ago the Master Plan was reworked by
a cross section of the commnity; farnmers,
devel opers, everybody. The whole conmunity
was represented and there was conpromi se for
the farmers. There was conpronise for al

ki nds of things. Ten years ago we had a
change in the Board. Not so nuch the Board,
the supervisor, and there were a | ot of
political appointnments nade on the zoning, and
the worst thing for any community is to have
zoning politically influenced. There was a

| ot of good comments nade today. | don't

thi nk anybody's agai nst the active farners.
think arbitrary taking of any |and that has
farmsoils is a different story. There's |and
out there that hasn't been farmed in decades.
It's overgrown. The cost of bringing that
back into true agricultural use is prohibitive
noney wi se. You |ook at the anount of good
agriculture going on in this community. |If
you' ve been observing over recent years you've
seen snall operations come and go because they
had a good idea but it wasn't econonmically

feasible. You got to keep all this in mnd
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VWhat | still don't see is small mni farns.
Sue and | both had kids grow up in 4H for
exanple. It's inportant for people as our

ki ds get older and start off in the Village.
As our kids get older they want to get into 4H
raising animals. 4H is a trenendous program
for the devel opnent of our villages and towns
that kids learn responsibility, learn howto
speak publicly. They |earn how to nanage
their tine and we have to have nore provisions
for these mini farms. Some of the |aws we
have regarding agriculture and animals you can
have on the farms is archaic. W used to have
on our 11 acre parcel as nmany as 85 sheep in
the spring, but that goes against all the
zoning | aws where you could only have x nunber
of animals on a piece of property. That needs
to be | ooked at. Things have to be | ooked at
to nake farning easier for the farners that
want to farm [|'mtalking about a |lot of --

(I NAUDI BLE) -- just wants to buy the land for
his own privacy. That doesn't further
agriculture. That just takes nore land. A

ot of that land if they can't farmit but
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it's in an ag district and their taxes are too
high they're going to appeal to the assessor.

| talked to the Town assessor and he said he
couldn't give nme a judgnent call on whether
they could do that or not. So these things
have to be | ooked at, but | think the |aw has
to be nmore flexible, and | think the idea of a
public referendumis good and voluntary in the
programas far as the Ag District. Thank you

very nuch.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

There is one nore. M. Stages.

BY MR STAGES:

Soneone el aborated on the fact that this isn't
a transfer of devel opnent rights, but | guess
it is called a substitution of devel oprment
rights, and that's especially troubling to ne
because the situation allows the Town to nove
ahead with their plans w thout ever having to
pay for them and | don't think that that is
an economcally good situation if you're one
of the | andowners. You have no | everage. You
have no -- it's take it or leave it, and

don't think that's fair. | don't think that's
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the Anerican way. Muich better, | think if
this was to be a voluntary program at | east
then you coul d say, yes, | decided that's what
| wanted to do. There's no axe to grind. |If
that's not the case there's going to be
aninosity, anger. All that can be avoi ded by
making it a voluntary program It's a good
program There's good things init. | say
don't throw the baby out with the bath water.
Take the good and | et people decide for
thensel ves, and | think everybody will be

happier in the long run. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SOR:

kay. Anyone el se? Yes.

BY MR COLBURN

My nane is John Col burn. M parents and | own
the | aundromat on South Broadway. |If this
zoni ng change goes into effect with the
central sewer you're basically forcing us to
sell our building and nove because we can't
keep it going, and | think it's pretty poor
judgnent on the part of anybody involved in

this, and that's about all | have to say.

THE SUPERVI SCR:
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Thank you, M. Colburn. There is one person
in the back of the roomthat | think

recogni ze. M. Trezza, did you have your hand

up?

TREZZA:

Yes, | did. I'mA Trezza. I|I'ma dirt |awer
according to M. LeGand. | hope that wasn't

in reference to ny character, but rather that

| own sone property in Red Hook. As pointed
out by M. Klose, his famly and ny famly
have been preserving agricultural space in Red
Hook since the early 40s, and we continue to
do so. | just have a little problemwth the
i dea of this large scale devel opnment south of
the Village. | think it's too nuch. | also
think that the Town's idea of giving credits
to a builder and taking the noney and putting
it away and ultimately using it to purchase
transfer devel opnent rights is not going to
wor k because the price is going to go up. One
of the things | found about zoning is every
time you zone a piece of property invariably
you increase the value. Sonme people say that

they're going to | ose equity. Yes, they wll
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| ose equity in the short term |If there's a
farmer here that wants to get out and is
l[imted to this cluster of subdivision or
conservation subdivision as you outlined in
the law they will |ose. For exanple, on ny
own farm| have 114 acres. Under the
conservation zoning you take out ny house
that's 20 acres off of that and that | eaves 94
acres. You divide that by 20 there's
approximately four nmore lots. Then if you

| ook at your | oan one of the things that you
do do is you take out wetlands, can't be used
for density. You take out steep slopes, can't
be used for density, and you put a 100 foot
buffer zone around the wetlands that can't be
used for density, but that's -- these people
are going to wind up having very mninmal |ots,
very m ni mal subdivisions to sell, and
consequently you can | ose equity.
Unfortunately, if they do want to sell them
they're going to ask for very outlandi sh
prices to these very small lots and will
either not be able to sell themor will bring

in a noney class to Red Hook that has no
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interest in farmng, so that's one thing. The
other thing | would like to ask you to coment
on is the time table and cal ender as we nove
along, if you could just give us an overview
of what your process to conpletion is and when

you expect to vote. Thank you.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Have we taken everyone who w shes to speak
tonight? W have sonme options at this point.
We can | eave the public hearing open for a
future date. W have set, | believe in two
weeks we have set tine aside in this same

pl ace exactly two weeks fromtoni ght on the
3rd of February where peopl e who perhaps
weren't able to cone tonight would be able to
cone and speak with us. It will give us two
weeks to give due consideration to the
comments that were here, so | would propose
that we take that tinme and declare tonight the
public hearing will remain open, and we wl|l
neet again on February 3rd at 7:00 here in the
Red Hook Hi gh School cafeteria to continue to

take comments.

BY MR COLGAN:
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We have two public hearings open now.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
I"msorry. You're right. There are two
public hearings open, Local Laws 2 and 3. W
wi Il continue the public hearing on proposed
Local Law 2 and proposed Local Law 3 on
Thur sday, February 3rd at 7:00 here in the Red
Hook Hi gh School cafeteria to continue taking
conments. | thought it was a notion, but let
nme make it official. It is a motion. Do
have a second?

BY MR ROSS:
| second.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
Second by Councilnman Ross. Al in favor?

THE BQARD:
Aye.

THE SUPERVI SOR:
Thank you. We thank you so much for your tine
and your attention. This is such an inportant
time in our Town Government, and we | ook
forward to neeting with you again. | nove
that the neeting be adjourned for this

eveni ng.
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Second.
THE SUPERVI SOR:

Thank you, Mcki. Al in favor?
THE BOARD:

Aye.

THE SUPERVI SCR:

Thank you. Thank you again. Good night.
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STATE OF NEW YORK )
) ss:
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS )

I, DONNA M WELLS, a stenotype reporter and
Notary Public within and for the State of New York,
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of the minutes recorded by ne and
reduced to typewiting under ny supervision to the

best of ny know edge and ability.

DONNA M VELLS
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