
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
February 23, 2011 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Sue Crane 
   Councilman James Ross  
   Councilwoman Micki Strawinski       
   Councilman Harry Colgan 
   Councilman William O’Neill 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann  
 Also present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
She asked for a moment of silence for Officer Falcone who lost his life in Poughkeepsie.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
The Supervisor’s report dated January 31, 2011 was read as follows:  Opening balance - 
$1,900,253.45; Receipts - $324,997.06; Disbursed - $645,737.01; Balance - $1,579,513.50. 
Business Manager Deb Marks reviewed the budget adjustments.  In the General A fund the 
overall offset to the fund balance is $130.00. In the General B Fund there was an increase in the 
sales tax revenue and there was a special budget adjustment to cover planning fees for the 
Community Preservation Fund in the amount of $4750.00. She explained the adjustments in the 
“Other Funds” and Capital Projects which included an increase in appropriations including the 
firemen’s workers compensation and PDR’s for Wil-Hi and Mead Farm. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to accept the 
Supervisor’s report with adjustments as read.   
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
     Copy Attached 
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report for January 2011 was read as follows:  Total Local Shares Remitted to 
the Supervisor - $8,660.79; amount remitted to NYS Ag. & Markets - $121.00, amount remitted 
to NYS Environmental Conservation - $124.71; Total State, County & Local Revenues - 
$8,906.50 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane reminded residents of the importance of having 911 house numbers on their 
homes and properties.   
There is a National Safety Council announcement that they have teamed up with NYMIR to 
offer a defensive driving course for $19.00.   
She attended that Association of Towns meeting and told the Board that the attendance was 
down this year.  State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli acknowledged that the attendance was down 
and said that if any Board intends to send employees this is the best training in the State and the 
best bargain for Town employees.  He said that if anyone wants to know why the money is spent 
to send employees to the conference they should call him.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Linda Keeling, representative from COST (Citizens Opposing Sewer Taxation), referred to a 
February 17th letter regarding amendments 2 and 3.  They also submitted a petition of proof 
regarding the centralized sewer system.  She read the letter.  She also addressed a mailing about 
a special election which referred to a website which urged a yes vote on the proposed sewer 
district.  She was informed that a government agency directing its electorate to vote in a certain 
way is a violation of the federal Hatch Act.  The COST group feels this is a direct violation of 
their equal opportunity to be heard and a gross injustice of the democratic election system. 
   



Rosemarie Zengen said the Tree Commission will hold Arbor Day Festivities 2011 on April 30, 
2011.  The plan is to hold it in the Town Hall parking lot and have a brunch for the volunteers in 
the Town Hall meeting room. She asked Supervisor Crane if she will present a proclamation and 
she plans on asking Assemblyman Molinaro for a proclamation from the State.   She listed the 
activities which include a farmers market featuring local farmers.  The Board approved a sign to 
be posted the week before.  On behalf of the St. Margaret’s Committee, she said they 
interviewed Kathy Douris and recommend her for appointment to the Committee.   
Councilwoman Strawinski said the cleanup day is penciled in for April 30.   
Rosemarie Zengen thinks that would be great and the volunteers would be invited to the 
volunteer brunch. 
 
ENERGY PERSONNEL APPOINTMENT 
Laurie Husted explained that two rounds of interviews were conducted and the CAC 
recommends Pace University Energy & Climate Center’s Anne Marie Hirschberger as Project 
Manager Energy Consultant. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #15 
 

 RE: AUTHORIZING THE EXECTUION OF AN AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES 
(ENERGY CONSULTANT) BETWEEN THE TOWN OF RED HOOK AND PACE ENERGY 
AND CLIMATE CENTER, PACE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman James Ross moved to 
approve the recommendation. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 
 
HIGHWAY GARAGE 
Supervisor Crane explained that there is concurrence with the Village of Red Hook to pursue a 
grant from NY State Dept. of State. At the Association of Towns meeting she took a class related 
to that shared services grant.  She explained the grant application process, it seems relatively 
simple. The instructor felt confident about Governor Cuomo’s recommendation that $79 million 
be awarded to municipalities throughout NY State to look at ways for entities to share services.  
We have been doing that for many years.  Examples are the Highway Department, Building 
Department and Assessor’s Office.  Shared services between the Highway Dept. and Village 
DPW are possible ways to save a fair amount of money.  The Board had no objections to 
applying for the grant.  The application is due on March 14, 2011. 
 
REORGANIZATION 
Community Preservation Fund Committee - Councilman Colgan explained that the committee 
may be disbanded when they finish their review. 
Conservation Advisory Council – The members with expiring terms are interested in staying on. 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski seconded by Councilman Ross moved to 
reappoint Susan Ellis, Zoie Riel, Jane Ferguson, Ann Rubin for terms to expire December 31, 
2012, and reappoint Brenda Cagle as Chair term to expire December 31, 2011. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill   
   Nays 0 
 
They are waiting for a letter of interest from Karen Schneller-MacDonald. 
 
Design Review/Hamlet Committee – Councilman Colgan said they are happy with the present 
membership and don’t need to fill the vacancy. 
Disaster Preparedness Committee – Red Hook Fire Company Chief Pete Coon will be their 
representative on the committee.  The Red Hook Ministerium has been changed to a different 
name and we are still waiting to hear from the new group. 
Economic Development Committee – they will meet tomorrow.  Ben Shute is acting Chair, and 
Secretary is Chris Klose.  Appointments will be decided after that meeting. 
 
 
 



IT Committee  
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Wayne Hildenbrand as Chair term to expire December 31, 2011. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays    0 
St. Margaret’s Committee  
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski moved to 
appoint Kathy Douris to the St. Margaret’s Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2012 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
There are two more vacancies on that committee. 
Senior Services Committee – all present members want to stay on the committee.  
Councilwoman Strawinski announced that their food collection drive was successful and 
benefitted Community Action. 
Zoning Board of Appeals – Supervisor Crane referred to a letter from Chair Nick Annas who 
recommended reappointing Tim Ross. 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Ross moved to reappoint Tim 
Ross to the ZBA. 
The motion was tabled after the following discussion: 
Councilman O’Neill wanted to discuss the issue of conforming to State law and reducing the 
membership of the ZBA to five.  It could be done by local law. He said when the Town went to a 
seven member board they never changed the language in the law. 
Councilman Ross explained that we never changed our membership. It was seven members since 
it was established.  
Councilwoman Strawinski happened to have the statute and read from the section regarding 
procedures.  She said the law is not consistent with a seven member Board. 
Supervisor Crane commented that obviously they cannot do anything at the night’s meeting 
because it would require a change in Town law which requires a public hearing.  She thinks this 
is clearly an attempt to mold a Board in the direction that a few members of the Town Board 
wish it to go and delete people who have made great contributions over time whose experience 
we need.  To deliberately cut those people is a huge mistake and she will never vote for it.  
Councilman O’Neill said we need to stay away from personalities and correct what is a mistake. 
Supervisor Crane said then we should correct the language of the law to reflect a seven member 
Board. The State law does not say we have to have a five member Board.  It does not say we 
have to reduce the number of members of a standing board. 
Councilman O’Neill said the ZBA Chair recommended a five member Board in order for it to be 
more functional. 
Councilman Ross again stated that we’ve always had a seven member Board and he’s never seen 
it cumbersome.  The only problem stated by our present Chairman is to have a quorum.  A ZBA 
has the power to change items in our zoning.  It is a viable committee with seven members.  We 
chose to keep it at seven years ago.  The Zoning Board was created in 1971 with seven members. 
The Board continued discussion regarding the membership of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Councilman O’Neill feels our ZBA should conform to State law. 
Supervisor Crane said we’ve had a functioning ZBA for a long time.  To cut it is a mistake.  We 
have a broad representation and she named and explained the member’s backgrounds.  It makes 
no sense to her to turn away any of the members.  She also reminded the Town Board that these 
people are volunteers while in some Towns ZBA and Planning Board members are paid.   
Supervisor Crane asked to discuss the issue in Attorney/Client since it had to do with law. 
 
Zoning Review Committee – Councilwoman Strawinski explained that Chris Klose is the EDC 
representative.  
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to 
appoint Chris Klose to the ZRC for a term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Assessor’s Office – Town Assessor, Scott Hobson began by thanking the Board for allowing him 
to serve the community.  He has been settling into the new job over the last few weeks and said 
that Deputy Diana Picciano has truly been invaluable in assisting him with the transition.  The 
office is processing nearly 40 applications each day.  They expect to continue processing 
exemptions and begin the preparation of the tentative 2011 roll.  Several property owners 



requested a field review of their property and he will start to schedule time in which to complete 
them.  The current executive budget has removed any cyclic aid for the upcoming year which 
could reverse budgeted funding for this year.  With that we will not receive the up to $2.00 per 
parcel that we have been offered late last year.  He will keep the Board informed of this issue. 
  
Building Inspector – Code Enforcement Officer Steve Cole gave the report for the period 
January 26 to February 22, 2011.  In summary there were 23 total daily inspections, 5 
certificates, 3 permit reports, 12 searches, 2 complaints.  Total fees collected - $2,246.00. 
Supervisor Crane asked Code Enforcement Steve Cole if he feels the fees are appropriate.  She 
asked him to give it some consideration and poll surrounding Towns to see what they are 
charging. 
Steve Cole has polled Towns and will get back to her with the results. 
Supervisor Crane asked if he is doing commercial inspections in Tivoli as well. 
Steve told her the office is doing commercial inspections, they did 22 plus other inspections in 
Tivoli. 
Supervisor Crane asked what the searches entail. 
Steve Cole explained the municipal searches done by his office for Abstract Companies involved 
in refinancing or mortgaging properties. 
   
Highway Department – Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke presented a report dated 
February 23, 2011 for January and February.  The crew disassembled the old trailers and 
recycled the metal.  Total revenue from scrap for this year was $1,386.80.  Unused computer 
systems, monitors, printers, etc. have been recycled.  The Highway staff renewed their forklift 
certification and their AED/CPR certification.  She also received her forklift certification. They 
are currently working on estimates for vehicles to replace two trucks in the Highway Department 
fleet.  She explained that the work truck and plow truck to be replaced will not pass inspection. 
 
Police Department – Supervisor Crane gave the police report from the Village Police for the 
month of January and the DC Sheriff’s Office for the month of January.  In the Village there 
were 32 total incidents, 5 arrests and 28 tickets issued.   The Sheriff’s Office reported a total of 
84 incidents. 
 
Recycling Center – Councilwoman Strawinski called Mr. Rexhouse from Dutchess County and 
has not heard back yet regarding the job description. 
 
Water District – Councilman Ross presented the January 2011 monthly report and February 10, 
2011 work session report prepared by Water Department Chair Henry VanParys.  Ongoing items 
include filtration and chlorine status operating satisfactorily, all filters will be replaced soon and 
the chlorine supply is adequate.  Aspinwall Road old water main problems are being discussed. 
Regarding maintenance costs of the water tank, the agreement with Bard College allocates 
maintenance costs to the Town of Red Hook.  The Water Board believes that this was a mistake 
and would like to correct it.  Attorney Chale is drafting a new agreement.  Further documentation 
on locations of system valves is needed.  Maps indicate the general location but specific 
measurements and descriptive data is needed.  NY Rural Water Association will locate our 
system valves using GPS coordinates providing us with all valve locations and a map.  The 
current Ghost Road right-of-way extends from what was Fir Street extension to Zabriskie Court.  
The Fir Street extension property north of Albie was purchased by the current owner of 7 Fir 
Street.  They’d like to extend the official right-of-way over the now private property to Albie 
Road.  The remote reader is being phased out.   An updated Water Dept. brochure for 2011 is 
being reviewed and updated.  United Water will review our draft of the 2010 annual water 
quality report.  
 
COMMITTEE AND BOARD REPORTS 
Planning Board – Planning Board Secretary Paula Schoonmaker reported that the Planning 
Board met once in February.  They are reviewing site plan applications for the Stewarts Shop 
south of the Village and New Beginnings Assembly of God in Upper Red Hook.  A public 
hearing for New Beginnings site is scheduled for the beginning of March.  The Planning Board 
confirmed that the Centers & Greenspace zoning amendments are consistent with the local 
waterfront revitalization program. 
 
Ag. & Open Space Committee – Councilman O’Neill reported that they will meet Monday. They 
attended the ZRC meetings. 



Zoning Review Committee – Councilman O’Neill reported that they had an intelligent exchange 
about fencing.  There are no recommendations. He gave dates that they will meet. 
 
Community Preservation Fund – Supervisor Crane told the Board that we received a rebid of the 
final figure to finish that community preservation plan from Planner, Ted Fink.  He reduced the 
amount and they are anticipating having the plan ready by our last meeting in March. 
 
Conservation Advisory Council – Councilwoman Strawinski reported that they discussed the 
committee membership.  The possibility of becoming a Board was also discussed.  Laurie Husted 
is trying to get as many people as possible to get a free energy audit.  It is part of the 10% 
Challenge.  There is a 10% Challenge group that meets regularly.  There will be activities 
focused around the 10% Challenge. 
 
Economic Development Committee – Councilwoman Strawinski said they will meet tomorrow.  
They’ve begun a needs assessment by talking to local businesses. 
   
Intermunicipal Task Force – Councilman O’Neill said the Task Force went over the DGEIS.  
The Final GEIS was presented to the Board and is proposed to set the Town be lead agency.  It 
should get on the Town website.  The next procedural requirement is that the Town Board 
accepts the Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS).   
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #16 
 

 RE: Adopting Notice of Completion of the Final Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Councilwoman Micki 
Strawinski moved to accept the final GEIS. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
Supervisor Crane asked Attorney Chale if this starts the clock ticking once this is accepted. 
Attorney Chale explained that the Town is required to leave a comment period open for ten days 
after you accept the GEIS.  She explained the process.  You do not have to act on it after ten 
days. 
Councilman Colgan commented that by accepting this it becomes a public document available to 
anyone. 
Attorney Chale explained that this is a SEQR process. She told Town Clerk Sue McCann who 
has to get the information.  It will be available digitally. She passed out a notice of completion to 
go along with the resolution. 
   
Purchase of Development Rights – Supervisor Crane informed the Board that we received an 
application from Abby Kalina and Lydia Nadel for farmland protection.  Their sponsoring 
organization is Dutchess Land Conservancy.  Ken Migliorelli is applying for the farmland 
protection program with Scenic Hudson as the sponsoring organization.  The applications will go 
to the Farmland Protection Committee.  The Sweeney application is with the Assessor’s Office 
because he needs to get out onto the property. 
 
Recreation Committee – Chair Doug Strawinski reported that there is not much going on at the 
Rec. Park this month but expect activity to start in March. 
 
St. Margaret’s Committee – Chair Paul Fredricks reported that the committee met last night to 
get familiar with the members.  They will meet again on March 22.  He said it is important to 
come up with a public relations plan to get the public aware of St. Margaret’s.  
Supervisor Crane suggested being a guest speaker at the Red Hook Historical Society.   
Paul Fredricks gave some ideas of how to get information out about St. Margaret’s Home to 
make people aware of the building. 
 
Senior Services Committee - Chair Andrew Kehr spoke about the Dial-A-Ride program which 
was discontinued because of cost.  The committee is looking for alternative means of 



transportation for those who utilized Dial-A-Ride.   The food drive on February 15th for 
Community Action was a success.  Andrew extended his gratitude to the community members.  
Councilwoman Strawinski mentioned other issues that Community Action helps with.  They are 
a wonderful organization. 
 
Trails Committee – Councilwoman Strawinski reported that the committee is planning another 
Tour de Red Hook on May 15th.  They are discussing work on trails at the new recreation park. 
They are also working on a cleanup project at Tivoli Bays. 
 
Disaster Preparedness Committee – Supervisor Crane referred to a letter from Eleanor Troy who 
wishes to be considered for the Disaster Preparedness Committee.  
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Eleanor Troy as at large member #4 to the Disaster Preparedness Committee for a term to expire 
December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Supervisor Crane shared the following correspondence: 
- Central Hudson notifying the Town that they’ve accepted our application for interconnecting 
with the grid for the connection from the Recycling Center. 
- Clearwire sent a notice of commencement.  Attorney Chale received a letter from them saying 
they are moving forward. 
- Saturday, March 5th the Girl Scout Gold Award luncheon will take place at Stony Point.  See 
Supervisor Crane if interested. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Linda Keeling thinks we should offer volunteers AED & CPR training.  Rob Latimer from 
Northern Dutchess Paramedics told her they would offer the class for free. 
Councilwoman Strawinski spoke with the Mayor of Tivoli who asked if he would arrange for 
Ted Fink to run a training if the Planning Board and ZBA members would be interested in 
attending the training. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to go into 
Attorney/Client session at 9:35 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to adjourn 
Attorney/Client session at 10:40 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Ross moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:40 p.m.  
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


