
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
March 8, 2011 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Sue Crane 
   Councilman James Ross  
   Councilwoman Micki Strawinski       
   Councilman Harry Colgan 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann  
 Absent: Councilman William O’Neill 
 Also present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
The Supervisor’s report dated February 28, 2011 was read as follows:  Opening balance - 
$1,596,009.97; Receipts - $1,475,033.66; Disbursed - $631,804.23; Balance - $2,439,239.40.  
Budget adjustments in the General A Fund:  Total reduce revenues - $20,188.00; total increase 
appropriations - $388,112.86; Appropriate the fund balance - $1,650.86.  In the General B Fund: 
Total increase in appropriations - $5,576.72; Appropriate the fund balance - $5,576.72. 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Strawinski seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to 
accept the Supervisor’s Report with budget adjustments as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 
 
     Copy Attached 
 
TOWN CLERK’ REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report for the period February 1, 2011 – February 28, 2011 was read as 
follows:  Total local shares remitted to the Supervisor - $2698.94; Amount remitted to Ag. & 
Markets - $54.00; Amount remitted to NY Dept. of Health - $67.50; Amount remitted to NYS 
Environmental Conservation - $170.06;  Total State, County & Local revenues - $2,990.50.  
Town Clerk Sue McCann took a moment to explain how the monthly report does not reflect the 
amount of work that is processed in her office.  She listed the activities that took place in her 
office in January and February.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Supervisor Crane extended congratulations to Red Hook’s 2011 DEC camp scholarship winners 
Eleanor Zelek and Alex Gonnella.  She thanked the Red Hook VFW Post 7765 for annually 
sponsoring these scholarships for Junior High students.  She asked CAC Chair Brenda Cagle and 
VFW Post 7765 Commander Bill Moore to present the scholarships. 
CAC Chari Brenda Cagle explained that this is the 25th year that the Town has been able to offer 
the scholarships.  It is based on the student’s interest in the environment.  Eleanor spoke about 
her concern about invasive species in the Hudson River and Alex’s application talked about the 
importance of gardening especially using cold frames in the garden.  The students will go to an 
environmental camp for one week.  Funding is through the VFW and Brenda thanked them for 
their sponsorship. 
VFW Post Commander Bill Moore thanked CAC Chair Brenda Cagle and the committee. Bill 
has been involved with the VFW for a number of years and explained how they are behind 
various programs to encourage young people.  He presented a card to the winners announcing the 
week they will attend the environmental camp. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS 
PROJECTS ON WEST KERLEY CORNERS ROAD, TOWN OF RED HOOK 
Supervisor Crane explained that representatives from Scenic Hudson and Dutchess Land 
Conservancy are in attendance to address any questions or concerns. 
Town Clerk Sue McCann read the public hearing notice. 



Supervisor Crane opened the public hearing at 7:45 p.m. and introduced Carrie Watkins-Bates 
from Scenic Hudson, Art Collings and Becky Thornton from Dutchess Land Conservancy. She 
opened for comments. 
 
Robert McKeon thanked Carrie Watkins-Bates, Art Collings and Becky Thornton as well as the 
landowners for their commitment and voters for approving the funding for the program. 
Patrick Kelly spoke on behalf of the Planning Board.  The Planning Board reviewed the project 
at last night’s meeting and is in favor of it and hopes the Town Board will move forward with it. 
Richard Hansen commented that if the landowners where to develop their property they would 
have to go through various procedures demanded by the Planning Board and the Board of 
Health, and have engineering test holes to prove that the land could be developed.  Some lands 
have no development potential.  He understands that these procedures are not part of the process 
for purchasing development rights.  How do you arrive at a figure to buy development rights not 
knowing if it could be developed or not?  This has been done in the past and he believes that a lot 
of money has gone to purchasing development rights on land that probably has limited 
development potential if any.  Why is the same process not used as when someone wants to 
develop their land?  It does not seem like a very good investment.  He presented pictures of a 
piece of property whose development rights were sold which was under about a foot of water 
yesterday.  It should be proven that land could be developed. 
Mary Ann Johnson, Chair of the Farmland Protection Committee, is concerned that the 
committee evaluated and made recommendations on two properties from a landowner and not 
one.  She asked if that needs to go back to the committee to be looked at again.   
Becky Thornton told the Board that with regard to that property, it was reviewed as one instead 
of two separate parcels.   
Pete Hubbell spoke regarding the appraisals. In this case he suggested an upgraded type of 
appraisal suitable for submission to Federal authorities for a matching grant. 
Carrie Watkins-Bates addressed the comments from Mr. Hansen and Mr. Hubbell regarding the 
valuation of the appraisals on the conservation easements.  Jim Waterhouse who is certified in 
such appraisals was contacted.  A separate entity of professional appraisers was also contacted to 
lead to the valuation of the conservation easement in a before and after analysis. She continued 
to explain the appraisal process.  They do not go through the Planning Board.  The appraisals 
provided to the Town are limited use appraisals. She explained the phases they go through in 
analyses for each property as well as strategy they use.  She clarified the difference between 
getting Federal funding as opposed to other funding. 
Councilman Colgan asked if there are different values because of the difference in appraisals. 
Carrie Watkins-Bates explained that the analysis does not change. It is the recording format of 
the report. 
Art Collings explained that if the project dragged out for three years then the values may change.  
Pete Hubbell explained the appraisal process. 
Richard Hansen feels there should be field engineering done.  It should be proven that homes 
could be built.  The example he presented was on a flood plain.  The development rights to that 
property were sold. 
Art Collings explained that a standard part of appraisals is that the appraiser would look at soil 
maps, flood plain maps and if the property were truly undevelopable it would be their 
responsibility to complete the appraisal accordingly.   
Supervisor Crane understands that if the Town Board approves, the application would go to the 
Federal government for approval, the Federal government will consider approval and at that 
point the summary report will be done before approval and closing on the properties. 
Carrie Watkins- Bates responded that is correct.   
Supervisor Crane asked the Board members if they are comfortable closing the public hearing. 
Councilman Colgan wants to leave the public hearing open until the Farmland Protection 
Committee reviews the Biezynski property again.   
Councilwoman Strawinski does not see any reason to leave the public hearing open.  The 
Farmland Protection Committee can report back to the Board. 
Councilman Colgan doesn’t feel there is an advantage to closing it. 
Supervisor Crane asked Attorney Chale if they close it and the committee comes back to the 
Board with a change would they have to start the whole process over. 
Attorney Chale explained the issue.  She doesn’t think it matters if they leave it open or close it. 
Councilman Colgan would rather leave the public hearing open.  If it is closed it cannot be 
reopened easily. 
Supervisor Crane asked the Board members how they felt. 
Councilman Ross is agreeable to leaving the public hearing open. 



Supervisor Crane feels leaving the public hearing open is the wiser way to go.  She asked 
Farmland Protection Committee Chair MaryAnn Johnson if she could call a meeting to review 
the parcel in question and get back to the Board. 
MaryAnn Johnson will get the committee together. 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to keep the 
public hearing open until 7:45 p.m. on March 23, 2011. 
 Adopted Ayes 3 Crane, Ross, Colgan 
   Nays 1 Strawinski 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 
 
Attorney Chale suggested reviewing the negative declarations. 
The Town Board reviewed all of the PDR resolutions. 
Supervisor Crane thanked Attorney Chale for the thorough documents she provided.  She also 
thanked Carrie Watkins-Bates, Art Collings and Becky Thornton. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Linda Keeling, representing COST (Citizens Opposing Sewer Taxation), drew attention to the 
fact that the Northern Dutchess News printed incorrect information regarding the proposed sewer 
district vote on April 8.  The vote is in the Town Hall building from 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.  The vote is 
only open to business owners, residents and tenants living within the proposed district 
boundaries for both the Village and Town residents.  You must be registered to vote with the 
Dutchess County Board of Elections.  She gave her telephone number and Rosemarie Zengen’s 
telephone numbers for anyone who needs a ride. 
 
 
BARD PALESTINIAN YOUTH INITIATIVE (BPYI) – PAUL MARIENTHAL, 
ASSOCIATE DEAN OF STUDENTS, BARD COLLEGE 
Supervisor Crane asked Councilwoman Strawinski to lead the conversation. 
Councilwoman Strawinski explained the leaders program at Bard College and the idea of Red 
Hook becoming a “Sister City” for the small village of Mas’ha in Palestine that the Bard students 
are involved in.  She introduced student Dan Gettenger and Paul Marienthal, Associate Dean of 
Student Affairs. 
Dan Gettenger explained that he is an organizer for the Bard/Palestinian Youth Initiative; an 
organization for the last three years that has been to the village of Mas’ha, Palestine where they 
built the first children’s library.  He gave a short video presentation. 
Dan said they plan to build a children’s park this year.  He explained the Sister Cities Program.  
It is an umbrella term for a lot of different initiatives that facilitate a relationship between two 
cities.  He gave examples.  They have been working closely with the Red Hook library in 
developing a summer program for when they bring students here in May, with Red Hook School 
Superintendent Paul Finch as well as the Chamber of Commerce.  They have been receiving a lot 
of support.  The importance of this project can’t be diminished because there is much they can all 
learn from this relationship.  The cultural exchange is the basis of the project and they are aiming 
for open communication and facilitating relationships between the two communities.   
Paul Marienthal, Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Director of the Trusted Leaders Scholars 
Program, added that they’d like to bring the communities together.  This is an ambitious project 
and what interests him is the outreach from the Town.  This program is not controversial and 
matters to a lot of people.  It is a way to encounter an entirely different culture.   
Councilwoman Strawinski added that the library is falling into place quite nicely.  The Red Hook 
library offered to hold a reception for the Red Hook Town Board and the council members from 
Mas’ha and have a signing ceremony.  She reiterated what the Sister City Program is. If the 
Board decides to establish the Sister To Sister relationship a committee would have to be formed.  
She knows there are people interested in serving on such a committee.   She read the resolution 
for the “People to People Program”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION 2011 # 17 
 

 RE:  ENDORSING THE INVITATION EXTENDED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND 
PEOPLE OF THE VILLAGE OF MAS’HA, PALESTINE FOR THE SISTER CITY 
PROGRAM 

 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Micki Strawinski seconded by Supervisor Sue Crane 
moved to accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 

Copy Attached 
 

RED HOOK FIRE COMPANY/TOWN OF RED HOOK BENEFICIARY AGREEMENT-
NYSERDA CONTRACT-FIREHOUSE ROOF PANELS 
Supervisor Crane explained that we entered into a relationship with the Red Hook Fire Company 
wherein we are the recipient of funding from NYSERDA and as such an application went in for 
the Fire Company to install a photovoltaic system on the roof to generate a portion of the electric 
needs for the facility.  The funding was granted and this step will enable us to have a formal 
agreement with the Red Hook Fire Company.  She read the resolution. 
Attorney Chale reviewed the SEQR and no adverse affects are indicated in the draft form. She 
suggested a motion accepting the action. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Supervisor Crane move to accept the short 
environmental form for unlisted action. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 # 18 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A BENEFICIARY AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE TOWN OF RED HOOK AND THE RED HOOK FIRE COMPANY, INC. 

 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 
moved to accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 

Copy Attached 
 

REQUEST FOR ZONING CHANGE – ARVINE AND WENDY COON 
Supervisor Crane explained the request asking the Board to consider a property that is located on 
the corner of Route 9 and Rokeby Road.  They ask to extend the B1 zoning district south, 
approximately 300 feet, to include those parcels which are currently in the R1.5 district.  The 
parcels meet the criteria for the B1 zoning district.  They would like to establish a landscape, 
garden supply and farm market at that location.  A letter received from Robert Somers of the 
State Department of Ag. & Markets regarding a conversation with Mr. Coon was highlighted.  It 
was suggested that the Coon’s apply to Dutchess County Planning to have those parcels added to 
the Ag. District as a segment of their parcels that are already part of the Ag.District.   
Arvine Coon thinks it would be advantageous to the community to have that type of business in 
the gateway. 
Supervisor Crane suggested referring this to the Planning Board and Dutchess County Planning 
for their recommendations.  She asked the Board members for their comments. 
Councilman Ross thinks it makes sense and it would be a good use for that corner. He agrees that 
the Planning Board look at it. 
Councilwoman Strawinski would not comment since she just heard of it.  She does agree to send 
it to our Planning Board. 
Councilman Colgan also feels that sending it to our Planning Board is the first step. 
 
  



 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to refer the 
Coon request to our Planning Board and Dutchess County Planning. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 
 
HIGHWAY GARAGE SHARED SERVICES PROGRESS REPORT 
Councilman Colgan told the Board that the membership of the Shared Service Committee in 
discussion with the Highway Department in particular has been secured. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski moved to 
appoint the following people to the Highway Garage/Shared Services Committee: 
 Ed Blundell – Village of Red Hook 
 Theresa Burke – Town Highway Superintendent 
 Harry Colgan – Town Board member 
 Sue Crane – Town Supervisor 
 Susan Ezrati – Village of Tivoli Trustee 
 Brent Kovalchik – Village of Red Hook Trustee 
 Phil Seymour – Volunteer Construction Engineer as member and Crawford & Associates 
Engineers as consultants and Rick Schloemer as Advisor  
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 
 
PROPOSAL TO MODIFY BUILDING DEPARTMENT FEE SCHEDULE  
Supervisor Crane referred to a revised fee schedule prepared by Building Inspector Bob Fennell 
and Code Enforcement Officer Steve Cole.  She reviewed the memo from them which cited 
slight fee increases which reflect the increase in costs that are incurred.  She reviewed the 
proposed changes. They researched fees in other communities in the area to see if we are in line 
with them.  She asked the Board to review them. 
Code Enforcement Officer Steve Cole said this was last updated six years ago. 
Councilman Colgan would like to look at it. 
Councilwoman Strawinski does not want to raise any costs. 
Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke addressed the bond fee. The present fee does not cover 
the costs if the work is not done satisfactorily. 
The Board will look at the proposed fee schedule before making a decision. 
 
PROPERTY TAX CAP RESOLUTION – ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS/DC 
ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISORS & MAYORS 
Supervisor Crane read the last page of the resolution.  She explained the resolution that was 
prepared by the Association of Towns and was voted on unanimously at the Association of 
Towns meeting.  The tax cap could prevent delivery of essential services because there is not 
ability for the Town to raise money if there is a cap on the taxing entity.  The last part of the 
resolution stated that in order for a real property tax cap to lower property taxes while ensuring 
the delivery of essential services the program must include at a minimum: exemption for 
structured costs such as pension contributions, debt service, contract obligations, reductions in 
state of federal aid and emergencies and costs associated with unfunded and underfunded 
mandates; hardship on a case by case basis; mandate relief and reform; increased and predictable 
state revenue sharing and aid formulas; additional local ally generated revenue streams; a defined 
floor of four percent with the possibility of an increased cap based upon a percentage of 
inflation; and a local override by supermajority vote of the town board.  She said there was a 
huge amount of talk about the State capping without removing some of the mandates that they 
hand down.  The session was very involved.  She asked if any of the Town Board members had a 
chance to review the resolution. 
Councilman Colgan is not happy with any of this.  Not their suggestions, not the 2% cap. Our 
ability to tax is most regressive.  He is not sure this is the right way to go. 
Supervisor Crane feels the super majority vote for essential services is a smart way to leave some 
of the power within the home rule. This is intent for municipalities to have a unified voice that 
we cannot give up our home rule rights in regard to determine how we spend our money.   
Councilwoman Strawinski does not support a cap. There are better ways including the circuit 
breaker.  The tax cap does not benefit school districts or taxpayers. 
 



RESOLUTION TO APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
Supervisor Crane referred to the resolution that has to do with filling the position of Town 
Accountant.   She explained the tasks involved.  The qualifications of three independent 
contractors were reviewed and the firm of D’Achille & Associates meets the Town’s scope of 
services for accounting tasks with exception of an end-of-year independent audit.  She read the 
resolution.  

 RESOLUTION 2011 # 19 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE SUPERVISOR TO EXECUTE A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING WITH D’ACHILLE & ASSOCIATES TO PROVIDE ACCOUNTING 
SERVICES AS THE TOWN ACCOUNT FOR THE TOWN OF RED HOOK 

 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 

Copy Attached 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING GRANT APPLICATION IN SUPPORT OF RADIO 
STATION WHLV, FM 88.1 
Supervisor Crane asked Councilwoman Strawinski to explain the resolution. 
Councilwoman Strawinski told the Board that Bard College is seeking support for a grant 
application.  It will be for a non-commercial full power FM radio station and she described the 
type of broadcast. She asked the Board to pass a resolution in support of Bard College’s grant 
application to the Public Telecommunications Facilities Program for the year 2011. She read the 
resolution. 

RESOLUTION 2011 #20 
 

 RE:  IN SUPPORT OF BARD COLLEGE’S GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 
PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES PROGRAM FOR 2011 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Micki Strawinski seconded by Supervisor Sue Crane 
moved to accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 

Copy Attached 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Supervisor Crane referred to a letter to the Poughkeepsie Elks Lodge.  They sponsor a 
competition for a category called Meritorious Service to Youth and are holding a 64th Night of 
Champions Dinner.  Recreation Director John Kuhn wrote to them nominating Charlie Nugent 
for the award category of Meritorious Service to Youth listing his volunteer activities.  Charlie 
has been identified as a recipient to be honored at the April 16th dinner.  She thanked Charlie 
Nugent and John Kuhn. 
Councilwoman Strawinski shared the following: 
- The CAC along with the Red Hook Together Group is giving a free home energy audit.   
- On March 16th the Egbert Benson Historical Society is holding “A Taste of Chocolate” at the 
Elmendorph Inn at 7:30 p.m. 
Supervisor Crane announced that there will be a special meeting on Thursday, March 10th to sort 
out some of the comments and concerns the Board heard at the public hearing about the proposed 
zoning amendments.  It will be strictly on that topic. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:55 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 O’Neill 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 


