
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
October 26, 2011 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York, convened 
in public session at Red Hook Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Sue Crane 
   Councilman James Ross 
   Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 
   Councilman Harry Colgan 
   Councilman William O’Neill 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann 
 Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
   Business Manager Deborah Marks  
   Town Accountant Rae D’Achille 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane announced that we closed on the bond for the highway garage.  
She referred to the Post-Insurance Compliance Procedure and Policy for Tax-Exempt 
Governmental Bonds.  The Board reviewed the policy. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve the 
Compliance Procedure and Policy. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments. 
Linda Keeling read a letter from Kelly Flood-Myers regarding the Village Police.   
 
CECIL W. MOORE, JR. RECOGNITION 
Supervisor Crane acknowledged Dog Control Officer Cecil Moore’s pending retirement.  He has 
been the Dog Control Officer for 22 years and will retire October 31.  She also acknowledged his 
wife Kathy who also helped and supported him during that time.  She invited the family to the 
front of the meeting room to present a plaque to be placed in the front of Town Hall in his honor.   
Supervisor Crane told the Board that she is working on a plan with Rhinebeck for dog control. In 
the mean time residents can call the Red Hook Village Police at 758-0060. 
 
REPORT TO BOARD AUDITS OF TAX COLLECTOR, TOWN CLERK & JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT – RAE D’ACHILLE 
Town Accountant Rae D’Achille, of D’Achille & Associates, presented her report on the audits 
of the Town Clerk, Tax Receive, Justice Triebwasser and Justice Martin.  In her report she 
stressed the duties of each as well as her findings. 
 
PRELIMINARY BUDGET REPORT  
Supervisor Crane presented the preliminary budget. The tentative budget was received by the 
Town Clerk on September 30, 2011.  She explained that the Town Board voted for an override of 
the 2% tax cap for one year.  Over the last few years the fund balance was used to keep the taxes 
lower. She pointed out the following issues affecting the budget:  
- Costs that include the purchase of development rights 
- Purchase of the recreation park  
- Staff reduced their appropriations 4%,  
- A reduction in revenues (25% projected this year) 
- Short term indebtedness for a truck 
- Highway Garage need.  It is proceeding on budget and on time.  Our Building Inspector 
accepted the roll as Clerk of the Works and Phil Seymour has volunteered his time to oversee the 
project. 
- $80,000 library referendum on the ballot November 8, which if passed will be collected in the 
Town taxes.  It is a cost that has to be included in our budget.   



- The recent storms created damage and we are able to apply to FEMA for refunds but we have 
to do the road and bridge repairs in the mean time. 
All of these issues helped drive up the budget this year.  Departments have cut back in every way 
we can.  We are considering a 2% salary increase across the board and there will be a public 
hearing on the budget November 9.  The budget needs to be adopted by the middle of November. 
Councilman Ross explained that overall budget is down considerably.  It is a very lean budget. 
Councilwoman Strawinski has concerns about the budget for the Village Police.  She thanked 
Supervisor Crane for her thorough job explaining the 2012 budget.  We’ve needed the highway 
garage and we are working with shared services with the Villages.  There was $25,000 from the 
county for voting machines passed on to us which we had no control over. 
Councilman Colgan explained the budget regarding the General A Fund.  We are working with 
the villages regarding shared services in the completion of the highway garage facility.   
Councilman O’Neill admires the work done by the staff, administration and the Town Board.  It 
is the best that can be accomplished under the circumstances.  
 
RESOLUTION – SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 2012 PRELIMINARY 
BUDGET 
Supervisor Crane announced the compensation for the following officers: 
 Supervisor $26,463; Town Board (each) $7,429; Town Clerk $47,767; Justices (each) 
 $15,277; Highway Superintendent $56,100. 
 
Councilwoman Strawinski read the resolution approving the preliminary budget and setting the 
public hearing for the 2012 preliminary budget. 
 

RESOLUTION 2012 #90 
 

 RE:  APPROVING PRELIMINARY BUDGET AND SETTING THE DATE FOR A 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Micki Strawinski seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan 
moved to set the public hearing for November 9, 2011 at 7:45 p.m. in Town Hall. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 
WENDY & BUCKY COON APPLICATION TO ABD ZONE ON ROUTE 9 AND 
ROKEBY ROAD 
Supervisor Crane asked Attorney Chale to lead the discussion on this subject. 
Attorney Chale referred to the revised Full Environmental Assessment Form.  She explained that 
her associate Victoria Polidaro and Michele Greig of Greenplan met with Bucky Coon today to 
review the application and to clarify some points.  As a result they have the revised EAF.  She 
explained the proposed use of the property and referred to a draft local law and draft resolution. 
Councilman Colgan noticed that the setbacks are significantly different between the current 
zoning and requested zoning.  He assumes Bucky looked at that. 
Bucky Coon did and he met with Planner Michele Greig and Attorney Victoria Polidoro. 
Attorney Chale explained that there are more procedural requirements for a rezoning and 
explained those.   
Supervisor Crane read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #91 
 

 RE:  DECLARING INTENT TO SERVE AS LEAD AGENCY IN A COORDINATED 
REVIEW OF THE COON REZONING APPLICATION, SITE PLAN AND LOT LINE 
ALTERATION AND REFERRING THE PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO THE PLANNING 
BOARD AND COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 
moved to accept the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 



The vote was taken after the following discussion: 
Attorney Chale questioned the description of the action.  She asked the Board to table the vote 
until later in the meeting while she calls to verify information.  She returned with the revised 
EAF and told the Board that we have a site plan.  
 
DEVEREUX NOTICE TO LOCATE GROUP HOME 
Supervisor Crane referred to a letter from Devereux.  They own a piece of property that has been 
subdivided and they are proposing construction of a new group home on that site.   It is located 
on Route 9 and will be home to five children.  If we do not respond with any objections they will 
move forward.  She explained that the municipality has forty days to respond in one of three 
ways.  She read the options and asked the Board if they had any comments. 
Councilman Ross thinks the homeowners in the area need notification and if it is built we should 
discuss a payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) with them. 
The Board discussed the location of the home and decided to set a public hearing.  
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski moved to set a 
public hearing for November 9, 2011 at 8:30 p.m. for the proposed group home on Devereux 
property. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
The Town Clerk shall notify neighbors within 500 feet bordering the property. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #92 
 

 RE:  ADOPTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK DEFERRED COMPENSATION 
PLAN 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #93 
      
 RE:  AUTHORIZE A BUDGET ADJUSTMENT OF $30,000 FOR 2011 TO 
ESTABLISH A CAPITAL PROJECT(S) FOR REPAIRS 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
         Copy Attached 
 
Supervisor Crane explained the resolution that effective January 1, 2012 health care coverage 
(including the buyout option) shall not be provided to any part time elected official of the Town 
including the Supervisor, Town Board members and Town Justices. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #94 
 

 RE:  APPROVING BENEFITS POLICY FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS  
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 
 
 



 
 

 
RESOLUTION 2011 #95 

 
 RE: APPROVING APPROPRIATION FOR BICENTENNIAL  
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman James Ross moved to 
approve the appropriation not to exceed $1,000. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached  
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #96 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF HOT MIX ASPHALT FOR HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT PURPOSES 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution.  
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #97 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ICE CONTROL ABRASIVES FOR 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT PURPOSES   
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #98 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ROAD SERVICES AND MATERIALS 
PURSUANT TO TOWN PROCUREMENT POLICY  
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution.  
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

Supervisor Crane explained that Michael Jankowiak achieved Eagle Scout by providing AED 
and training to Red Hook Sports Fields.  She thanked him for demonstrating leadership and 
citizenship. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011 #99 
 

 RE:  HONORING MICHAEL JANKOWIAK FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT ON OCTOBER 22, 2011 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman James Ross moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 



Supervisor Crane explained the resolution and listed the many volunteer efforts of Nickelin 
“Nicki” Weaver who is Rotary Citizen of the Year. She read the resolution. 
 
 

RESOLUTON 2011 #100 
 

 RE:  HONORING NICKELIN WEAVER FOR RECEIVING THE HONOR OF RED 
HOOK ROTARY’S “CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2011” 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilwoman Micki Strawinski 
moved to approve the resolution.  
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0  

Copy attached 
 
Supervisor Crane explained the resolution and that the Town is the conduit for the NYSERDA 
funding on behalf of the Red Hook Fire Company.  She read the resolution. 
   

RESOLUTION 2011 #101 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MODIFICATION TO THE 
AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (RED HOOK FIREHOUSE 
PHOTOVOLTAIC INSTALLATION) BETWEEN THE TOWN OF RED HOOK AND 
KIRCHHOFF GREEN ENERGY, LLC. 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Budget Report – Budget Officer Rose Rider reported that this month has been devoted to fine 
tuning the budget.   There have been several Town Board meetings during which the budget has 
been reviewed and there have been meetings with the Supervisor and Business Manger to further 
research issues that have been raised. 
 
Police Department – Chief Jim Truitt and Sergeant Patrick Hildenbrand presented the report for 
the month of September.  There were 52 incidents, 7 arrests and 34 tickets issued.  Chief Truitt 
announced that there will be a prescription drug take back day on Saturday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
He thanked the Town for their support and explained the work the police department does and 
services they provide for everyone in the community.   
Sergeant Hildenbrand explained their ability to provided service.  He understands the difficult 
budget process. 
Supervisor Crane told them that when she sat with Village of Red Hook Mayor Ed Blundell 
about the contract, she thought it was understood that they weren’t identifying specific hours that 
the residents would receive service, but were committing to $60,000 a year recognizing there 
may be weeks of no calls for service, or maybe a few.  A day to serve Town residents makes no 
sense and was not our intention in the contract 
Sgt. Hildenbrand explained they have to have a scheduled patrol. The Village is patrolled 112 
hours a week and the Town 24 hours a week. He gave examples of the scheduled patrols and the 
issue of billing. They never go a day without getting calls for the Town.   
Supervisor Crane thinks we need more discussion about this issue. 
 
Assessor’s Office – Assessor Scott Hobson presented the report dated October 26, 2011.  He said 
he enjoys meeting residents and gave a list of their efforts to date.  The office has been working 
toward meeting their project goals as well as their regular duties. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Tree Committee – Chair Nancy Guski presented the report dated October 26, 2011.  She attended 
the NYS Urban & Community Forestry Council Conference and reviewed the sessions she 
attended.  We received the Urban & Community Forestry Grant of $15,806.  She explained the 



grant and gave examples of “in kind” matching.  A tree inventory will be done during the next 
two years.  She thanked Rosemarie Zengen for her work planning the Ice Cream Social Fund 
Raiser for St. Margaret’s and the Tree Committee. She also thanked businesses and individuals 
who helped.  Four crabapple trees will be planted at the Rec. Park to replace the trees that were 
vandalized.  A white spruce will be planted at the south corner of the tennis courts.  The Who 
Cares club at the middle school will help plant. 
   
Recreation Committee – Chair Doug Strawinski reported that the programs are winding down.  
Flag football and baseball ends November 12, and the restrooms will be winterized on November 
14.  Hurricane Irene damaged areas of the Red Park and they will meet with FEMA.  There was 
about $25,000 in damages. They will be working on drainage of the north field when activities 
are over.  After the storm we were able to keep baseball and flag football playing so thank you to 
Rec. Director John Kuhn and the Rec. Park crew. 
 
Water Department – Councilman Ross presented the report prepared by Water Dept. Chair Hank 
VanParys.  He gave the filtration and chlorine status, all filters were replaced in September; they 
are trying to locate the old water main on Aspinwall Road, and are working on documentation on 
locations of their system valves.  Partial hydrant flushing was completed on September 28.  
Discussion of connecting the new recreation park to the existing water system has taken place.  
The Town Board will need to extend the Town water district to formally recognize the new 
recreation park.  Connection and service line requirements was discussed and if the rec. park 
wants a fire hydrant on the property a water main will be installed across the street.  The 
recreation park engineer should provide an estimate of the cost for either approach. 
  
Planning Board – Councilman Ross presented the report for October.  They met twice and at the 
last meeting they granted two certificates of appropriateness for separate projects in Upper Red 
Hook.  They also continued to review habitat studies of a site on Feller Newmark Road where an 
11 lot subdivision is proposed. The Planning Board has spoken with the Fire Company about 
what requirements will be necessary for site plan approval of the ground installation of a solar 
panel array funded by a grant from NYSERDA. 
 
CAC – Councilwoman Strawinski presented the report prepared by Chair Brenda Cagle.  Energy 
Consultant Anne Marie Hirschberger conducted three community forums in the last week to 
present the draft Climate Action Plan and to solicit input from the community.  The plan is 
intended to be a guideline that stimulates action.  Several students and their professor Monique 
Segarro from the Bard Center for Environmental Policy attended the meetings and have offered 
to work on the plan as a school project.  Susan Ellis and Brenda Cagle attended the Conference 
on the Environment on October 23.  The CAC was awarded the Environmental Project Award 
for its work on the 10% Challenge.  We’ve received a summary of data on NYSERDA home 
energy audits as of October 4.  There were 27 audit applications, 22 met the eligibility criteria, 
10 applicants scheduled audits, 7 were complete, there was 1 energy retrofit project completed.  
They are exploring the possibility of applying for funding to install green infrastructure at the 
new highway garage to help with storm water mitigation. 
 
Building Inspector – Supervisor Crane presented the report prepared by Code Enforcement 
Officer Steve Cole for the period of September 27 to October 25, 2011.   Permits issued – 21; 
Total fees collected - $1,426.00; Certificates issued – 13; Inspections – 41; Complaints – 6. 
 
Senior Services Committee – Supervisor Crane presented the report prepared by Senior Services 
Committee Chair Andrew Kehr.  The committee sponsored a “lunch and learn” event at Town 
Hall regarding cost saving strategies for energy use. He acknowledged Hannaford for donating 
the food and beverages for the event. 
 
Ag. and Open Space Committee – Linda Keeling, Secretary to the Committee, reported that they 
had general discussion and shared ideas about a farmers market. 
 
Intermunicipal Task Force – Councilman O’Neill, Chair of the Task Force reported that the 
committee continued to review and discuss the Town’s Conservation Easement Program and the 
proposed Historic Estates District.  On October 5 members attended a training session on the 
application of the Centers and Greenspaces Plan zoning amendments. On October 10 members 
of the Task Force,  with Michele Greig of Greenplan, on behalf of the Town of Red Hook, 



accepted the 2011 Pomeroy Award for Zoning Achievement presented by the NY State Planning 
Federation. 
 
Supervisor Crane said there was a note from Bob Fennell asking about the new zoning law 
setbacks.   
Councilman O’Neill said they are waiting for a response. 
Councilman Colgan explained that there are some small glitches that need to be addressed. 
 
Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke informed the Board that FEMA came today for a kick 
off meeting and they started the initial addressing of our concerns. We will doing site visits with 
them next Thursday during which they will do evaluations.  She explained the steps they will 
take.  We also had a nice kickoff meeting for the Highway Garage and she thanked Migliorelli’s 
farm for cider and donuts, Terry’s Bake Shop for donating coffee cake, Historic Village Diner 
for coffee service, Taste Budds donated cookies, and the commemorative shovel was donated by 
Williams Lumber.  She thanked everyone for all their support.  
 
St. Margaret’s Committee – Linda Keeling reported that the committee is working on community 
outreach and they are still taking down dead trees.  The outside of the building is looking better.  
They’d like to increase membership and hope to have updates on the website. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to cancel the 
November 2 budget meeting. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments. 
Linda Keeling asked about getting AED training.  
Supervisor Crane will check into it. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Strawinski moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:05 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Strawinski, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays 0 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
  
 
 
 

 


