
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
January 25, 2012 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Sue Crane       
   Councilman Harry Colgan 
   Councilman William O’Neill 
   Councilwoman Brenda Cagle 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann   
 Absent: Councilman James Ross  
 Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 
Supervisor Crane began the meeting with the announcement of the recent passing of our friend 
and former employee Cecil Moore who served as the Dog Control Officer for over 20 years.  In 
the spring we hope the Tree Committee will come up with an appropriate tree to plant in his 
memory.  A page will be dedicated to him in the minute book. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane made the following announcements: 
- A State of the County address by Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro on February 7, at 
5 p.m. at Beacon High School 
- Winnakee Land Trust DC Regional Trails Conference on April 21 at the Cornell Boat House at 
Marist College 
- NY State Department of State final notification that payment for costs incurred under the 
agreement of implementation of Centers & Greenspace has been reviewed and the final payment 
of $50,000 has been approved and submitted to the Office of the State Comptroller for 
processing. We should have that in hand by the middle of February. 
- In regard to the W. Kerley Corners Road assemblage, there were eight proposed properties and 
a total of seven were closed on.  The eighth parcel is still under consideration and we are hopeful 
that we will close on that in the near future.  The money from the Town accrued in the 
Community Preservation Fund, she thanked those involved and explained that the proposal for 
the fund was approved years ago through referendum. 
Councilwoman Cagle announced that Red Hook Can and the Bicentennial Committees are going 
strong. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Micki Strawinski congratulated those who were re-elected and newly elected.  She shared that 
being on the Town Board was a great experience.   Micki also asked the Town Board to consider 
a Clean-Up Day date of April 21 with a rain date of April 28.  Regarding tragedies like the recent 
car accident in Tivoli which killed three young adults, the ND Communities That Care 
committee is working on solutions to issues like this and she will keep the Board informed. 
 
Christine Kane, Planning Board Chair, addressed the public hearing for the repeal of the 
conservation easement law which is on the agenda for the night’s meeting.  This came up in the 
past and the Planning Board addressed why the conservation easement law is valuable to the 
Town and how it does support certain provisions in our zoning and subdivision regulations that 
require conservation easements to be placed.  If there is a time that a property is not going to 
qualify for land trust preservation this is an opportunity for the Town to be able to fulfill that 
need. The original intent of this law was to be an incentive program so that landowners could 
participate in the effort.  A lot of people put in a lot of time to come up with this law.  Rather 
than repeal it she thinks it would be better to evaluate how it is going, how it is implemented, and 
the participation rate.  She asked that the Town Board table this and suggested first that they set 
up a review committee to evaluate how it is working before we “throw the baby out with the 
bathwater”, secondly she asked that it not be set on Valentine’s Day and the third suggestion is 
that she would be happy to serve on such a committee. 
 
Patrick Kelly, Planning Board member, seconded Christine Kane’s comments. He would like to 
see a panel review the law, and he also asked that the public hearing not be set on February 14. 
 



MaryAnn Johnson, Chair of the Farmland Protection Committee and member of the Ag. & Open 
Space Committee, agreed with the first two speakers and volunteered to serve on the proposed 
committee.  A lot of work went into that law which is a tool that landowners could use to 
preserve their land for a certain period of time. The Ag. Committee doesn’t understand why it 
would be repealed.  They would like to see reasons outlined as to why. 
 
Charlie Laing, Planning Board member, agrees with Planning Board Chair Christine Kane.  The 
program was put together for all the right reasons.  There is clearly a need for this term easement 
program.  It would benefit the Town to review it for possible revisions. 
   
Robert McKeon explained that this program was not put together “willy-nilly”.   He gave a brief 
history of how it evolved.   Large landowners were surveyed and asked about their desire to keep 
their open space.  Over 70% responded that they’d like to keep their property open. Their 
number one obstacle in achieving that goal was property tax.  He explained the State’s side of the 
issue.  It is very important to keep this program in place.  He hasn’t seen a list of concerns or 
how they’ve been addressed and said it is important to solicit as much input as possible. 
   
Linda Keeling referred to two letters she sent.  One was in support of the Village Police and the 
other regarding accessibility in the hallway.  She asked if the Board wanted to address those. 
Supervisor Crane said the letters are in the Board members correspondence file and they can read 
them.  We will not be addressing them tonight.  In so far as the hallway, we are not going to take 
any action.  The issue has been looked at and discussed and the Building Inspector determined 
that we are not in violation. 
 
RESOLUTION TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON L.L. PROVIDING FOR THE 
REPEAL OF CHAPTER 56, CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
Councilman Colgan feels is appropriate for the Board to comment at this point on the 
conservation easement issue.  We do not want to stop taking easements we are able to take 
easements with or without this law.  The problem with the law is the suggestion that there could 
be significant savings for a property owner taking a short term conservation easement.  When we 
look at the history of it, many people applied and considered it but the savings was too small to 
the point that very few signed up.  The savings was generally a reduction in assessment of 
$3,000 or $4,000, which is pocket change in terms of the savings for a person preserving their 
property on a term basis.  The result is it hasn’t worked.  Three people signed up, one got an 
agricultural exemption instead because the exemption was far greater.  We can’t compensate the 
property owner in any significant way.  We can’t guarantee any kind of savings because it is 
contrary to State law.  There are some municipalities where the State has passed a law giving the 
town a certain statutory authority.  He feels unsure of how to apply this and he sees the need for 
it to be effective and legal.  
Councilman O’Neill does not want the Town to rush to judgment on the issue and likes the idea 
of a panel to look into it.  We did it for a reason and shouldn’t ignore that.   
Councilwoman Cagle supports the review committee idea.  Term conservation easements are a 
recommendation in our open space plan and she thinks it is an extra tool that was thought a 
valuable addition and she’d rather see it tweaked than discarded.  Maybe we failed in the 
marketing of the availability of the law.  With respect to the State having enabling legislation for 
Towns holding conservation easements, yes, that is true but this law sets up a formal process by 
which our Town can take care of an applicant that comes before us who is interested.  She listed 
the steps that were taken to get this passed.  We should examine the goals of the program and see 
if they were accomplished.   
Supervisor Crane thinks there are more unanswered questions.  She would be interested to know 
from this panel how many 10 acre or more lots are left without conservation easements.  She’s 
spoken to residents who were initially interested but lost interest for a lot of reasons.  It feels that 
this is an ineffective law that isn’t needed in a Town that has more conserved acreage than any 
other Town within miles.  Is the failure in that there is no promise that they receive tax relief?  If 
it is such an exciting program we shouldn’t have to market it.  Maybe people have forgotten 
about it or most of the land has already been conserved.  She asked if Councilwoman Cagle 
would be willing to be the Board representative on the panel. 
Councilman Colgan thinks it is a good idea to have people weigh. 
Supervisor Crane asked what size group would be good to work on the issue. 
Councilman Colgan suggested three or five. 
Councilwoman Cagle thinks five. 
Councilman Colgan suggested we get a cross section from committees.   



Supervisor Crane asked Councilwoman Cagle to talk with the Board members about persons 
who would be helpful on a panel.  Setting the public hearing was tabled. 
   
PRESENTATION REGARDING FACEBOOK FOR ST. MARGARET’S COMMITTEE 
Supervisor Crane explained that there were a number of questions regarding the St. Margaret’s 
Committee establishing a link between our Town website and the Facebook application.  We 
went to the IT Committee with this question for their recommendation.  They recommended that 
Dick Wambach provide answers for the Board.  
Dick Wambach, Webmaster and IT consultant, proposed three compelling reasons why 
Facebook might fit St. Margaret’s Committee based on activities they perceive necessary to 
move their projects forward in terms of fund raising and public awareness.  Mr. Wambach began 
with reasons for suggesting Facebook technology.  It is the most widely used networking product 
and the most popular social media tool with a large audience.  It is a free service.  It is a natural 
solution because of the various ideas for communicating.  It would be prohibitively expensive to 
duplicate some of the features that are most desirable and helpful to the committee if they were 
to be programmed from scratch on the official Town website.   He referred to a twelve point 
checklist of uses by the committee which included bringing more awareness about St. Margaret’s 
and to disseminate information about the committee’s efforts to fund the restoration.  Links to 
and from the Town’s website can be created and an administrator would be responsible for 
monitoring.  In effect it could drive more traffic to the Town’s website too. Mr. Wambach could 
act as the administrator and would train a St. Margaret’s Committee member to act as one too.  
He explained that Facebook already has guidelines too.  The IT Committee wants to move 
forward with the idea on a trial basis.  He asked if he could answer any questions. 
Councilman O’Neill has concerns.  He asked what the IT Committee said about the proposal. 
Dick Wambach told him that the IT Committee voted to recommend it. 
Supervisor Crane attended that IT Committee meeting and explained that the vote will reflect in 
the minutes of the IT Committee.  Most of the people on the IT Committee are more comfortable 
and familiar with Facebook and felt it is a reasonable step to take as long as there were 
guidelines.  The Town Attorney provided some and we would have to establish the guidelines.  
Her question is how do we establish those?   
Dick Wambach told her that there are two members of that committee who are willing to take on 
that responsibility. 
Councilman O’Neill asked why the St. Margaret’s Committee, why not other committees in the 
Town? 
Dick responded that there is the possibility that if this is successful other committees who want 
to share information with the public may want to do the same.  He explained that Facebook is 
quick to eliminate anyone who abuses the system. 
Council O’Neill asked what the expense is and how it will be funded. 
Dick explained that the committee asked what it would cost for Dick to set this up and he offered 
to set up for $200 for the year for whatever needs to be done. Someone has offered to donate the 
setup fee. There are no other charges, the Facebook service is free.   
Councilman Colgan asked about unintended consequences he’s read about from Facebook.    
Dick isn’t aware of those issues and it hasn’t been an issue with his clients.  The concerns may 
be well founded but he can’t say if they’re wrong or right. 
Councilwoman Cagle asked how frequently it would be monitored. 
Dick told her it would be on a daily basis.   
Councilwoman Cagle asked if other committees are interested what his fee would be. 
Dick quoted his normal hourly rate of $50. If there were several committees he could write a 
proposal.  He also said that if the site becomes problematic we can take it down. 
Supervisor Crane was thinking about the number of activities at the meeting tonight and is trying 
to envision a Facebook page being developed for the Town in general rather than committee by 
committee.  She gave examples. 
Dick explained the drawbacks of having an official page for the Town.  
Supervisor Crane suggested first establishing guidelines than trying in on a trial basis. 
Dick advised that the Facebook page could be set up without his involvement.  The only reason 
he is involved is to show the committee what can be done.  Anyone on the committee could 
manage the page.  He offered his services to help generate the guidelines pro-bono.  His research 
showed that larger municipalities have Facebook pages, but locally we would be the first.  
Attorney Chale suggested guidelines to protect the Town’s interest.   
Supervisor Crane asked if Dick is willing to draft guidelines and have Attorney Chale review 
them and come back to the Board at the February 14th meeting. 
  



REORGANIZATION 
Ag. & Open Space Committee 
 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to appoint 
John Hardeman to the committee for a term to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Community Preservation Fund Committee 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Susan Ezrati as Chair with a term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Economic Development Committee 
Chris Klose said there is an application pending from Amanda Bodien.  They need two more 
members.   Amanda is not a resident of the Town which is a problem. 
Supervisor Crane said they spoke about non-residents being voting members on an advisory 
board. 
Councilman Colgan thought Beth Jones resigned. 
Chris said she did not resign.  He will work on the membership and announced that the meetings 
are on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at Village Hall from 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
  
Ethics Board 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Fred Cartier as Chair for a term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to reappoint 
Linda Keeling to the Ethics Board.    
Motion did not pass Ayes  2 Crane, Cagle 
   Nays  2 Colgan, O’Neill 
   Absent  1 Ross 
 
Disaster Preparedness Committee 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint Tim 
Muldoon as Chair for a term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Farmland Protection Committee 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
MaryAnn Johnson as Chair for a term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
Supervisor Crane will contact the members whose terms expired to see if they are interested in 
reappointment. 
 
IT Committee 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Wayne Hildenbrand as Chair of the IT Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2012 and as 
a member term to expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 



 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Ted Kudzy as a member of the IT Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Bill Moore as a member of the IT Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Intermunicipal Task Force 
 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Dick Hansen, resident to the Intermunicipal Task Force 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Recreation Commission 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to 
reappoint Doug Strawinski as Chair of the Recreation Commission for a term to expire 
December 31, 2012 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
St. Margaret’s Committee 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Paul Fredricks as Chair of the St. Margaret’s Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2012 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint  
Rosemarie Zengen as a member of the St. Margaret’s Committee for a term to expire December 
31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Senior Services Committee 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Cagle seconded by Supervisor Crane moved to reappoint 
Andrew Kehr as Chair of the Senior Services Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2012 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Betty Bader, Carl Dowden, and Jeanne Duntz as members of the Senior Services Committee for 
terms to expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Tree Preservation Commission  
 On a motion of Councilwoman Cagle seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to 
reappoint Nancy Guski as Chair of the Tree Preservation Commission for a term to expire 
December 31, 2012 and as a member for a term to expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
 



 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to reappoint 
Marcy Appell as member of the Tree Preservation Commission for a term to expire December 
31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to reappoint 
Eleanor Friery as a member of the Tree Preservation Commission for a term to expire December 
31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
Water District #1 Water Board 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Henry VanParys as Chair of Water District #1 Water Board for a term to expire December 31, 
2012  
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to 
reappoint Jerry Gilnack as Vice Chair and member of Water District #1 Water Board for a term 
to expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Laurence Carr as a member of Water District #1 Water Board for a term to expire December 31, 
2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint  
Greg Fildes and John Wintenburg as members of Water District #1 Water Board for terms to 
expire December 31, 2013 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to 
reappoint Nick Annas as Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term to expire December 
31, 2012 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
The Board discussed the membership issue.  
Councilman Colgan said the State law calls for five members.  
Supervisor Crane said our local law says seven. 
Councilman Colgan wants to resolve that issue. 
Supervisor Crane asked Councilman Colgan to meet with our Town Attorney and sort it out. 
Councilman Colgan said our law refers to both five and seven member board. 
Attorney Chale explained that the Board needs to clarify. 
Councilman Colgan suggested preparing a law with five members and one with seven members, 
then have the Board discuss the issue and come to an agreement. 
 
Recreation Commission 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Robin Bruno as Recreation Commission Liaison from Tivoli. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 



Conservation Advisory Council 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Cagle seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to 
reappoint Denis Collet, Karen Schneller MacDonald and Sarah Imboden as members of the 
Conservation Advisory Council for terms to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
PANDA Representative 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
MaryAnn Harvey as PANDA representative. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
Attorney Chale suggested looking at the intermunicipal agreement regarding the PANDA 
alternate. 
Councilman Colgan informed that Board that Kathy O’Connor may be interested in the alternate 
position. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Assessor’s Office – Assessor Scott Hobson reported their office is in a busy cycle with Senior 
and STAR exemptions.  March 1st is the deadline for those applications.  1,000 renewable 
exemption forms have been mailed and are being processed.  They are continuing collecting and 
analyzing sales data which allow us to stay at our level of assessment.  Nine hundred properties 
have been reviewed and information is being entered. He commented that there was a reduction 
in staff time due to budget concerns. 
Supervisor Crane clarified that the staff time was increased in his early months and there were 
more hours than were budgeted for.  We have not reduced the number of hours that were 
budgeted in 2011 and 2012 it remains the same as it was.  We added time for her to catch up for 
the time we were without an assessor. 
Scott Hobson said that he’s attended several workshops and explained that assessment change 
notices will go out in April. 
 
Budget Officer – Supervisor Crane read a brief report submitted by Budget Officer Rose Rider.  
Individual copies of the 2012 budget have been distributed to each department head and 
committee Chair.  She offered to review numbers if there are any questions. 
 
Building Inspector – Supervisor Crane gave the report prepared by Building Inspector Steve 
Cole.  During the period December 1, 2011 to January 24, 2012, total fees collected - $4081; 
inspections – 55; C of O’s – 36; permits issued – 20. 
  
Dog Control – Councilwoman Cagle gave the report prepared by Dog Control Officer Hal Cody. 
He attempted to make contact with delinquent dog owners from 2011. In January there were 24 
calls from residents and one from the Red Hook police department, he is looking into rabies 
clinics and has increased patrols at the Rec. Park and Poet’s Walk in response to numerous 
complaints.  Currently, he is designing door hanging tags to be issued when no one is home to 
discuss alleged violations.  State Ag. & Markets did their inspection on January 12 and 
everything was satisfactory. 
 
Highway Department – Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke provided an update on the 
progress of the new garage.  Everything is moving along nicely. The Highway workers are a 
wonderful pool of talent.   
Supervisor Crane said that Phil Seymour stopped into her office and couldn’t be more 
complimentary about the Highway staff.  He is delighted to be a volunteer working on this 
project with her staff. 
   
Police Report – Red Hook Police Chief Jim Truitt reported on November and December 2011 
incidents.  He recapped the 2011 services provided to the Town.  If there are any questions or 
concerns please contact the Police.  Information is also available on their website. 
 
D.C. Sheriff – Supervisor Crane reported regular patrols and activities for November and 
December 2011 provided to her from the Sheriff’s Office.  As a Town we can request from Chief 



Truitt or from the DC Sheriff’s Office, backup for particular problem situations and we are 
hoping we don’t need to use the budget for that.  She wanted to clarify that we have that 
relationship with both departments.  We also have the State Police. 
 
Purchasing – Councilman Colgan summarized the report for the period January 1 – January 25, 
2012 prepared by Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy. 
 
Recycling – Councilwoman Cagle reported that TJ Hackett, Recycling Manager, will get the 
annual report by the next meeting.  Bill Szigethny will return to work on February 4, they will 
start checking stickers on Saturday and they’ll also be selling them at the Recycling Center. 
  
Water Department – Supervisor Crane distributed the report prepared by Water Department 
Chair Henry VanParys.  Joe McLaughlin and Mark Rowe of VRI Environmental Services 
attended the December meeting.  The transition to the new operators was seamless. 
   
Planning Board – Supervisor Crane presented a Planning Board report.  There was one meeting 
in January, a site plan approval was granted to Bard College for a proposed alumni center at the 
former Cappuccino’s restaurant on Route 9G.  An accessory apartment was approved in the Deer 
Run development and they discussed changes to a previously approved garage on Aspinwall Rd. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Ag. & Open Space Committee – Councilman O’Neill reported that the committee met Monday. 
Mary Kay Vrba, Director of Dutchess County Tourism gave a presentation. 
 
CAC – Chair Laurie Husted reported that final revisions are being prepared for the climate action 
plan.  They are looking for volunteers for subcommittees.  They asked Anne Marie Hirschberger 
to look at the Energy Star law.  They’d like to review the conservation easement law, they are 
working on a new recycling brochure and she congratulated member Sarah Imboden on the birth 
of her daughter. 
 
IMTF – Councilman O’Neill reported that they continued to discuss the National Landmark 
District in the Town. The subject of demolition was the focus.  They also discussed the subject of 
involving preservation groups in the Historic Landmark District. A review of an informal build-
out analysis of the properties in that district under current zoning in the Town continues along 
with a discussion of assembly laws. 
 
Senior Services Committee – Supervisor Crane read the report prepared by Chair Andrew Kehr.  
There will be a joint food drive to benefit Community Action on Tuesday March 20 and Tuesday 
March 27 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Recreation Commission – Chair Doug Strawinski reported that FEMA is working with the 
Recreation Commission and the Highway Department in regard to the damage done during the 
hurricane.  Recreation Director John Kuhn recently contacted them to get an update regarding 
funding for repairs.  It appears as though they are working in Columbia County then will be 
down in Dutchess.  They are also working with FEMA on removing the tree limbs that fell in the 
Sawkill Creek.  Work continues on the new park and they hope to get the grading started in the 
spring.  Some summer programs have been eliminated in order to save some budget dollars.  He 
gave a list of those programs. Budget wise they are considering adding a $5.00 participation fee 
to some of the organizations.  He listed those organizations.  It will help offset some of the costs.  
He thanked the Town Board for being so supportive.   
Supervisor Crane will be attending the Dutchess County Planning Department’s overview of the 
next five years for Community Development Block Grant funding. She wants to make sure she is 
appropriately representing us when she says the Rec. Commission asked us to submit a grant 
application last year which we did but because of the competition for those funds we did not 
receive the money.  It was for a water line to be extended under Linden Avenue from the current 
recreation park to the new one. She assumes that is something the Recreation Commission sees 
as a real need and would like to apply for again. 
Doug said that is something they need to look at because it is very important to get water to that 
side.  There are other things they’d like to consider too, but that is one of the main issues.    
Linda Keeling asked Doug if they have a scholarship available and if donations can be accepted 
for scholarships. 
Doug told her there is a Rec. Park fund and they would find a way to help. 



Trails Committee – Councilwoman Cagle reported a group from Bard College has an interest in 
developing Tivoli Bays trail as a bike route between Tivoli and Bard College.  The Tour-de-Red 
Hook is scheduled for April 29 with a rain date of May 6. In connection with the Bicentennial 
Celebration, they will try to get support for the idea of a Hucklebush Railroad Trail. 
 
Tree Committee – Councilwoman Cagle presented the report prepared by Chair Nancy Guski.  
They discussed the possibility of offering a proposal to replace the two pear trees that were 
recently removed from Town Hall.  They applied for the Tree City Growth Award.  It is a step 
up and indicates that a Tree City USA community continues to upgrade their tree program.  
Plans for a tree inventory were discussed.  As part of the Urban and Community Forestry Grant 
we received they will develop a forestry management plan. 
 
Justice Department – Supervisor Crane read the annual report provided by Justices Triebwasser 
and Martin. 
 
Sister Cities – Supervisor Crane explained that this is not a political organization of any kind.  
She listed the committee members from Bard College, the Red Hook Library and community. 
Supervisor Crane signed a letter going to the mayor of Mas-ha’s and enclosed various materials 
about Red Hook.  She admires the Bard College students for their activity. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments.   
Robert McKeon suggested that the volunteer’s reports be given earlier in the meeting. 
Linda Keeling asked Councilman O’Neill about the IMTF’s Historic District 
. 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 10:16 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent 1 Ross 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
 
 


