
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
February 6, 2012 

 
A special meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York 
was convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Supervisor Sue Crane       
   Councilman Harry Colgan 
   Councilman William O’Neill 
   Councilwoman Brenda Cagle 
   Town Clerk Sue McCann   
 Absent: Councilman James Ross  
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
She explained that on January 31, 2012, she, Business Manager Deborah Marks, and 
Councilman Colgan met with Brad Palmiter who presented information regarding health 
insurance that the Board should hear directly from him before we try to negotiate any changes. 
 
DISCUSSION OF 2012 – 2013 MEDICAL BENEFITS – BRAD PALMITER  
Brad Palmiter of the Palmiter Benefits Group presented an explanation of and comparison of 
benefits.  MVP and CDPHP are the insurance options being considered. 
 
Business Manager Deborah Marks explained that there are two employees or families who have 
particular issues whose doctors do not accept CDPHP.  One can get a referral to a comparable 
Neonatologist in Albany if needed. 
 
Brad Palmiter, in regard to the other family, suggested that MagnaCare and Columbia 
Presbyterian Hospital might participate.  CDPHP uses MagnaCare and First Health as their 
national network partner.   
 
Supervisor Crane explained that the decision has to be made because we have a March 1, 2012 
deadline.  It seems to her that CDPHP would meet our needs if the one family can be covered. 
 
Brad explained the co-pays and compared MVP and CDPHP in other areas.  He reviewed the 
difference in rates depending on coverage in each insurance company.   
 
Supervisor Crane asked Brad when he needed an answer. 
 
Brad responded the sooner the better.  If you are going to stay with MVP it’s not as big a deal, 
but if the Town decides to switch plans it would be better earlier because of the paperwork 
involved.  If he could get an answer by the end of this week we could still do the CDPHP soon 
enough.  There is a question regarding one member’s doctors and hospital accepting CDPHP.  
He will check with the doctor’s to see if they accept MagnaCare/CDPHP.   
 
Supervisor Crane asked him to get back to her by Wednesday so that she can get it on the agenda 
for the February 14th meeting.   She commented that Towns are floundering trying to get through 
this.  It would make sense to her for the County to get everyone under an umbrella and negotiate 
with that strength.  She thanked Brad for his time. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 5:40 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  1 Ross 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk  
 


