
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
March 28, 2012 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  Present: Supervisor Sue Crane  
    Councilman James Ross 
    Councilman Harry Colgan      
    Councilman William O’Neill 
    Town Clerk Sue McCann   
  Absent: Councilwoman Brenda Cagle      
  Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Town Clerk Sue McCann reminded residents that no outdoor burning is allowed right now.  
Dutchess County is under a Red Flag Fire Warning.  If conditions are right outdoor burning will 
resume on May 15th. 
Supervisor Crane announced the following:  
- The Town received certification from Sister Cities International 
- On April 12th at 7:00 p.m., Mayor of Tivoli Bryan Cranna will be sworn in at the Tivoli Village 
Hall 
- Food Drive on April 3rd from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the Firehouse.  Non-perishable items only will 
go to DC Community Action in Red Hook 
- Girl Scouts Alison Diaz and Tamara Wambach will receive their Gold Award on April 28th at 
1:00 p.m. at the Firehouse 
- Arbor Day Ceremony on April 28th at Red Hook Town Hall 10 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
- DC Economic Development Annual Breakfast on October 16th 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments. 
Frank Stoppenbach requested that the Town put the assessment findings on their website in text 
form. 
Assessor Scott Hobson explained that it is done and also where else it is accessible. 
Micki Strawinski announced various events scheduled to take place in Red Hook. April 14th-
Read Local Red Hook Literary Festival 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Red Hook Village Hall; Tour De Red 
Hook April 29 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m. She’s also attending County meetings and will update 
residents. 
 
ASSESSOR’S QUARTERLY REPORT  
Supervisor Crane explained that this is an independent department.  It is responsive to rules and 
regulations of New York State.   
Assessor Scott Hobson presented a status report dated March 28, 2012 which was a recap of their 
continuing efforts to date.  The tax roll will be published on May 1.  Indications are that we may 
be adjusting residential values downward by approximately 1% overall.  The plans include work 
to physically inspect/document each of the 4327 parcels in the Town by the end of 2013.  A field 
computer will allow them to be more efficient in coding property inventory and he is excited to 
explore ways to work with Bard interns and other volunteers to help accomplish this task.  He 
explained that right now the data that is used to value the property is available for inspection.  
Any tax payer is welcome to call him to discuss their evaluations.  
Supervisor Crane asked how much advanced notice he would like for an appointment. 
Scott said they are very busy right now and if he is given a couple of day’s leeway he will try to 
fit an appointment in. Their phone number is 758-4604 or 758-4605.  He explained the charts 
attached to his report. 
 
GREIG FARM AIRSTRIP UPDATE 
Supervisor Crane explained the request for the Greig family farm airstrip.  A map was requested 
to go to the NY State DOT.  She asked Norman Greig if he had any comments. 
Norman Greig explained that this started when he saw in the new zoning code that this was 
allowed by special permit.  He applied to the Planning Board for special permit and has had 



many meetings regarding this.  Norman just wants to fly his plane as he always has.  The Town 
Attorney got involved and now this is a registered airport with the FAA.  It has gotten out of 
hand.  He asked for the Board’s help. 
Supervisor Crane explained that this is a situation with many parts and many players.  The Town 
Board responded to his request for an airstrip, not an airport.  We are trying to find out how to do 
this.  The FAA and DOT all have concerns.  We sent the DOT the information they requested 
and they, as well as the FAA, have a lot of standards.  Two of which are:  1) That operations of 
such airport will not conflict with or affect the safety of public buildings or facilities, or 
operations on public highways or waterways; 2) That the volume, character and direction of 
traffic at such airport will not constitute a menace to the safety of operations at other airports in 
the vicinity.  She said that they asked that the Town provide them with a map with a scale of 1” 
to 200’ which we did.  Some neighbors are concerned about increased usage of the airstrip and 
the usage as it occurs being close to one particular home.  Most accidents occur at take-off and 
landing and those residents are concerned about their safety.  She explained the request from the 
DOT.  Our Building Inspector identified and labeled parcels in the area for them.  It is not the 
intent tonight to solve this but it is in process.  It is obvious that it has been used for a landing 
strip for some time.   
Norman Greig explained the FAA criteria.  The Town is now calling this an airport, rather than a 
private airstrip which is not his wish.  The problem he has is that would be considered part of the 
public domain which the Town created, not him.   He does not want an airport he just wants to be 
able to fly his plane.  He questioned the process and is interested in what the Town’s role is. 
Supervisor Crane said that she has never called it anything but an airstrip.   
Norman said he was forced to go to the FAA. The Town’s Attorney has decided to refer to it as 
an airport.   
Councilman O’Neill referred to a letter from Norman to the FAA asking for an airstrip. 
Norman explained what he understands to this point. 
Supervisor Crane asked why he is doing this if he’s been casually landing and taking off for 
years.  Why codify this airstrip? 
Norman said if it is in the zoning code he tries to do things the way they are supposed to be done.  
He is not above the law and isn’t trying to do anything that is not permitted.  When he saw this in 
the new zoning code he thought that he needed to go get one of those permits, it was as straight 
forward as that. 
Supervisor Crane suggested that the Board wait until they receive a response from the DOT with 
a determination then bring it back on the agenda.   
 
REORGANIZATION 
Supervisor Crane moved to reorganization before committee reports.  We are still looking for a 
PANDA alternate.  Please contact the Town Clerk. 
 
Ag. & Open Space Committee  
  
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to reappoint 
Richard Biezynski, Ken Migliorelli, Marina Michahelles, and Norman Greig to the Agriculture 
and Open Space Advisory Committee for terms to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to appoint 
Norman Greig and Peter Hubbell as Co-Chairs of the Ag. & Open Space Committee for terms to 
expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Community Preservation Fund Committee 
There are three vacancies on this Board and Supervisor Crane asked that any interested party 
contact Town Clerk Sue McCann. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to 
reappoint Richard Biezynski, Brent Kovalchik and Susan Ezrati to the Community Preservation 
Fund for terms to expire December 31, 2013.  



 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Conservation Advisory Council 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Supervisor Crane moved to appoint 
Michael Zelie to the Conservation Advisory Council for a term to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Design Review/Hamlet Committee – no new information  
 
Disaster Preparedness Committee – no new information  
 
Economic Development Committee  
There are three vacancies on this committee. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to appoint 
Chris Klose as Chair of the EDC term to expire December 31, 2012.  
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Ethics Board 
There is one vacancy on the Board. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Fred Cartier to the Ethics Board for a term to expire December 31, 2016. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Farmland Protection Committee 
There is one vacancy on the committee. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan, seconded by Councilman Ross moved to reappoint 
Richard Biezynski and Ken Migliorelli for terms to expire December 31, 2013 and John 
Hardeman for a term to expire December 31, 2012 to the Farmland Protection Committee. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Greenway and Trails Committee 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Ross moved to appoint Micki 
Strawinski to the Greenway & Trails Committee for a term to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to reappoint 
Howie Callies as Chair of the Greenway & Trails Committee for a term to expire December 31, 
2012 and as member for a term to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 
 
 



 
Intermunicipal Task Force 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to appoint 
Susan Ezrati to the ITF as Tivoli Village Trustee representative.  
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Ross moved to appoint 
Councilman Colgan as Tivoli Planning member on the ITF.  
 Adopted Ayes   3 Crane, Ross, O’Neill 
   Nays   0  
   Absent   1 Cagle 
   Abstain 1 Colgan 
 
Planning Board 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint 
Betty Carr as Planning Board Alternate for a term to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Recreation Commission 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to reappoint 
Charlie Nugent, Hollis Cochran, Tom Gilbert and Yvonne Turchetti to the Recreation 
Commission for terms to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
St. Margaret’s Committee 
There are three vacancies on the committee. 
Sister Cities Working Group 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Ross moved to appoint Jen 
Huber to the Sister Cities Working Group for a term to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Ross moved to reappoint 
Trilby Sieverding as Alternate to the ZBA for a term to expire December 31, 2013. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
Zoning Review Committee 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to reappoint 
the following:  Susan Simon as Chair for a term to expire December 31, 2012 and as At-Large 
Community Member #1 for a term to expire December 31, 2012, At-Large Community Member 
#2 – Chuck Simmons for a term to expire December 31, 2012, At large Community Member #3 
– Marcella Appell for a term to expire December 31, 2013, Planning Member – Sam Phelan, 
ZBA Member – John Douglas, Building Inspector II Member Steve Cole, and CAC member – 
Ann Rubin, for terms to expire December 31, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  



   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Tree Preservation Commission – Chair Nancy Guski reported that they received the signed 
contract from the State for committed funds to conduct a tree inventory and plant 32 trees over a 
two year period.  They are in the process of refining the parameters for their inventory.  Data will 
be gathered and possible planting sites will be determined.  All of this will help formulate a 
forestry management plan. We again have been designated a Tree City USA Community.  An 
Arbor Day Earth Day celebration is in the works and trees will be planted on April 28. 
 
Building Department – Building Inspector Steve Cole presented the report for the period 
February 22, 2012 through March 27, 2012.  There were:  17 total fees collected,  2 complaints, 
80 inspections, 41 certificates, 27 permits.  They now have a smart phone and software that helps 
them out in the field. They can access the Building Dept. and check for inspections, parcels and 
they have mapping capabilities to pinpoint property grids.  It has been a great asset to them.  He 
touched on an announcement that Town Clerk Sue McCann made regarding dry conditions and 
fires. In the last week we had two structure fires due to dry conditions and people burning. 
 
Highway Department – Highway Supervisor Theresa Burke presented a report dated March 28, 
2012.  She addressed the repaving project of Hapeman Hill Road and explained the estimate and 
total requested funds of $35,238.000. 
  
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve the 
budget transfer as requested by Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
CAC – Councilman O’Neill presented the report prepared by Chair, Laurie Husted.   They are 
forming subcommittees to begin implementation of a finalized Energy & Climate Action Plan.  
They are accepting letters of interest.  LAMS 6th graders Kyle McCluskey and Hudson Miller 
were awarded the NYSDEC Camp Scholarship funded by the VFW.  There is a new NYSERDA 
program for low interest loans to finance up to $25,000 worth of energy efficiency upgrades. 
 
Intermunicipal Task Force – Councilman O’Neill reported that they continue to discuss the 
Historic Overlay District and the Historic Landmark District, including access to the Hudson 
River. Henry Christopher recommended that the Town renegotiate to renew the easement for the 
“Father’s Trail” applying for a Greenway Grant to fund the project. He also suggested 
investigating the prospect of developing a river front park allowing access to the Hudson River 
from the property UTS owns along the river at the end of Steamboat Dock Rd. in Barrytown.  
Future meetings regarding those matters are being planned to include representatives of Scenic 
Hudson. 
 
Purchasing Department – Councilman Colgan presented the report for the period January 26 
through March 27, 2012 prepared by Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy.  69 PO’s were issued in the 
amount of $87,215.55, the largest for ball field mix used to restore the fields to “pre-storm” 
conditions.  A P.O. was also issued to Bobs Security for fire and burglary alarm systems in the 
new highway garage.  A Request for Quotation for a 10 foot dump body was prepared and is 
due back April 11.  The Town is also working on an RFP for trash hauling and we are 
investigating the types of services that are available. 
 
Water Department – Councilman Ross presented the report prepared by Water Department Chair 
Henry VanParys.  Everything is status quo.  The transition to the new operating company VRI 
Environmental Services, Inc. has been seamless.  In a few weeks he will provide the 2011 annual 
report.  
 
Planning Board – Councilman Ross presented the report.  They will meet April 2 and on the 
agenda is the Greig Farm airport, a public hearing for a minor subdivision, the Bard College 
Woods Road site plan and Bucky Coon’s site plan.  At their last meeting they reviewed three 
appeals.  Those public hearings will be scheduled for April 11. 
 



Dog Control – Supervisor Crane presented the report prepared by Dog Control Officer Hal Cody.  
He investigated and seized 5 dogs all were redeemed by owners and subsequently licensed.  
Followed up on January delinquent dog license renewals, appeared in municipal court on three 
unlicensed dog tickets.  All cases were dismissed after residents complied with state licensing 
requirement.  A free rabies clinic being held today at Milan Town Hall and he arranged for low 
cost rabies clinic to be held at Red Hook Rec. Park in April.  Investigated and opened a 
dangerous dog complaint on behalf of a Red Hook resident.  
 
Senior Services Committee – Supervisor Crane presented the report prepared by Chair Andrew 
Kehr.  The committee in conjunction with the Red Hook Seniors will sponsor a second day for 
the food drive to benefit Community Action.  It will take place on April 3 with a collection time 
from 1 – 3 p.m. at the Firehouse. 
 
Police Report – Supervisor Crane presented the Red Hook police report for the month of 
February.  There were 42 total incidents, 6 arrests, and 25 tickets issued. 
 
DC Sheriff’s Report – Supervisor Crane gave the report for the month of February.  There were 
100 incidents reported. 
 
Councilman O’Neill and Councilman Ross will negotiate the fire contract and arrange a date to 
meet. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments.  There were none. 
 
ATTORNEY/CLIENT SESSION 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to go into 
Attorney/Client session at 9:10 p.m.  
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to close 
Attorney/Client session at 10:45 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:45 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0  
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


