
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
May 23, 2012 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  Present: Supervisor Sue Crane  
    Councilman James Ross       
    Councilman William O’Neill 
    Councilwoman Brenda Cagle  
    Town Clerk Sue McCann  
  Absent: Councilman Harry Colgan    
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
BICENTENNIAL HOUSE AND BARN TOUR REPORT – SANDY MARTIN 
Supervisor Crane introduced Sandy Martin from the Bicentennial Committee.   
Sandy Martin explained that 192 people participated in the House and Barn Tour that occurred 
on Saturday which the Bicentennial History Committee put together.  Sandy listed upcoming 
events for the Bicentennial Celebration.  
Supervisor Crane referred to the brochure about the House and Barn Tour and acknowledged the 
work that went into it.  It was a wonderful memento of a wonderful day.  She thanked everyone 
who opened their properties to the residents. 
Supervisor Crane announced the Memorial Day parade which starts at 10 a.m. and a service at 
United Methodist Church at 3 p.m. 
 
2012 MONTREAL-NEW YORK RUN 
Supervisor Crane explained the run/walk to take place from June 1 – 3 on Route 9.   The State 
DOT requires municipalities to respond with a “no objection” about the run going through their 
community.  The Board agreed that they have no objection so that will be filed with the DOT. 
 
3- Adopt CPF/PDR Application Process 
Supervisor Crane explained that this simply establishes a process that is easy to understand for 
those going through the steps for a CPF or a PDR application.  She read the resolution.  
 

RESOLUTION 2012 #30 
 
 RE:  APPROVING APPLICATION PROCEDURES FOR CPF AND PDR 
APPLICATIONS  
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman James Ross moved to 
approve the resolution 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Colgan 

Copy Attached 
 

- Approve NYSERDA Agreement and Contract with Consultant 
Supervisor Crane explained the resolution being considered.  It is a new contract to complete the 
NYSERDA grant the Town entered into on April 1, 2010.  She read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2012 #31 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES 
(ENERGY CONSULTANT) BETWEEN THE TOWN OF RED HOOK AND COURTNEY 
STRONG, INC. 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Brenda Cagle seconded by Councilman William O’Neill 
moved to approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Colgan 
     Copy Attached 



 
Councilwoman Cagle mentioned that there is 1.4 million dollars left on that PDR bond 
authorization which was accomplished in 2003. 
Supervisor Crane said that after today’s closing there is approximately $30,000 left in the CPF 
fund.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Tree Commission – Chair Nancy Guski gave a final thank you for Arbor Day/Earth Day. She 
explained the events that went into the program and mentioned that Eleanor Friery spends time at 
Mill Road School with the children on tree activities.  Eleven trees were planted in the Village 
and eight were planted in the Town. She thanked Town Clerk Sue McCann and Jeanne Duntz for 
the lunch and Rose Zengen for organizing the event.  She thanked Supervisor Sue Crane for the 
proclamation, DC Executive Marc Molinaro, DC Legislator Ben Traudt, Tivoli Mayor Bryan 
Cranna, and Village of Red Hook Mayor Ed Blundell who helped plant trees.  She thanked the 
farmers who participated, the band, the Village and Town Highway Departments, Recreation 
Director John Kuhn, and Linda Keeling for organizing the seedling give away.  The CAC was 
thanked, as well as Karen Cadorette and Marcy Appell for their help. 
Disaster Preparedness - Co-Chair Tim Muldoon reported on the mass fatality drill in 
Poughkeepsie that he participated in.  He came away with important information.  The 
committee passed out information on Apple Blossom Day and their next meeting is on June 6.   
EDC - Supervisor Crane reported that they are working hard at promoting the farm industry and 
bringing local business to the Village. 
Intermunicipal Task Force – Councilman O’Neill reported that they continue to review the 
Historic Overlay District and the Historic Landmark District.  They said goodbye to David 
Seymour who will be moving to Texas.  He will be sorely missed.   
Recreation Commission – Supervisor Crane presented the report prepared by Rec. Director John 
Kuhn dated May 14.  Fields have been prepared for the season.  There is also a FEMA report 
attached to the minutes.  An Eagle Scout project at St. Margaret’s on the garage is almost 
complete.  William Espana began the repair project on April 28.  Dutchess Overhead Doors 
donated two garage doors.  The restroom floors will be upgraded.  100 youths participated in the 
fishing contest.  Rob Taylor of the Highway Dept. removed all tree stumps from the area cleared 
last year.  The Tour-de-Red Hook had 57 participants.  The summer programs sign ups are on 
June 2 and June 9 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Town Hall. 
St. Margaret’s Committee – the committee is working on fundraising. 
Senior Services Committee- Councilwoman Cagle presented the report prepared by Chair 
Andrew Kehr.  The committee in conjunction with the Red Hook Seniors will be sponsoring a 
food drive to provide food for those children who participate in discounted lunch programs in 
school and won’t have access to those programs during the summer break.  All non-perishable 
breakfast and lunch food items can be donated at the Red Hook Firehouse.  The drive is on June 
12 from 1 – 3 p.m.  All donations will go to Community Action.  Any family who participates in 
school subsidized meal program should contact Community Action. 
Sister Cities Committee – Supervisor Crane explained that committee member Jeff Levine 
contacted a town in Israel that is a very similar size town to the one in Palestine we’ve made 
contact with. We have communication with a gentleman who is head of their local council.  He is 
interested in developing a relationship. Supervisor Crane prepared a letter to him similar to the 
one she sent to the town in Palestine.  She asked the Board to authorize that she sends the letter.  
The Board agreed. She’ll also send recent bicentennial brochures.   
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Highway Department – Supervisor Crane reported that she received a letter from Highway 
Superintendent Theresa Burke about wood chipper prices and types of chippers.  Construction of 
the garage is moving along and we may be able to have a grand opening by July. 
Building Department – Supervisor Crane presented the report prepared by Code Enforcement 
Officer Steve Cole and Building Inspector Bob Fennell.  $1540.00 was received for permit fees 
and 19 permits issued. 
Police Report – Supervisor Crane explained that the Town does not contract with the DC Sheriff, 
they are routine patrols provided by way of County taxes.  They are not in addition or not a 
separate monthly fee.  They reported that there were 91 incidents in the month of April. 
Dog Control – Councilwoman Cagle presented the report prepared by Dog Control Officer Hal 
Cody.  He seized three dogs, one who was impounded for 10 days because of a human attack.  
He issued one appearance ticket for a barking dog complaint in Tivoli and appeared at a special 
hearing on a dangerous dog case.  He fielded three phone complaints regarding barking dogs.  



The State Ag. & Markets did an annual inspection and our services were rated satisfactory.  
Supervisor Crane said we are considering an intermunicipal agreement with the Town of 
Rhinebeck to share their kennel to provide kenneling when dogs are picked up on weekends.  
They are taken to Dr. MacDonald during the week. 
Water Department – Councilman Ross presented the report prepared by Chair Hank Van Parys.  
Fewer gallons were pumped in April and everything is satisfactory.  They are clearing right of 
ways and they hope to put a valve in on Manor Road and Colonial Drive.  Tree clearing will take 
place on Willow Brook Lane right of way.  They are trying to locate an old main on Aspinwall. 
Planning Board – Councilman Ross reported that a minor subdivision approval was granted on 
Old Farm Rd. and a special permit for a house replacement on Woods Road was also granted. 
They continue to review a proposed baseball field at Bard College, two additional applications 
for special permits on Woods Road, a proposed airstrip on Pitcher Lane and a certificate of 
appropriateness in Upper Red Hook. 
ZBA – Councilman Ross reported that they had a public hearing for a substandard lot that had 
side line issues. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments.  There were none. 
 
Councilwoman Cagle said that she has been friends with Dave and Laurie Seymour for more 
than 35 years.  She appreciates their friendship and his loyalty as a public servant. They were an 
asset to our community and will be sorely missed. 
A reporter asked about the energy consultant and an agreement made in 2010.   
Supervisor Crane explained the process and issue at hand.  A NYSERDA grant was received in 
2010 and begun in 2011.  The person hired served until the end of the third quarter then we went 
out for a new firm to complete the work.  
Councilwoman Cagle explained the work was to create a climate action plan and we are hoping 
to identify organizations and people to set actions the town can use to reduce greenhouse gasses.  
 
 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:26 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
   Absent 1 Colgan 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
 


