
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
June 12, 2012 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  Present: Supervisor Sue Crane  
    Councilman James Ross 
    Councilman Harry Colgan       
    Councilman William O’Neill 
    Councilwoman Brenda Cagle  
    Town Clerk Sue McCann  
  Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
    Business Manager Deborah Marks 
    Budget Officer Rose Rider 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
The Supervisor’s report dated April 30, 2012 was read as follows:  Opening Balance - 
$4,453,107.53; Receipts - $880,494.82; Disbursed - $1,472,797.96; Balance -$3,860,804.39. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to accept the 
Supervisor’s report dated April 30, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 
 

The Supervisor’s report dated May 31, 2012 was read as follows:  Opening Balance - 
$3,860,804.39; Receipts - $578,963.98; Disbursed - $944,306.30; Balance - $3,495,462.07.  
There were budget adjustments to the General A Fund, General B Fund, DB Fund, Water Works, 
and Capital Project Fund. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to accept the 
Supervisor’s report dated May 31, 2012 with budget adjustments. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report for the period May 1 to May 31, 2012 was read as follows:  Total local 
shares remitted to the Supervisor - $1,971.74; Amount remitted to NYS Ag & Markets - $52.00; 
Amount remitted to NYS Dept. of Health for Marriage Licenses - $135.00; Amount remitted to 
NYS Environmental Conservation - $479.96; Total State, County & Local Revenues - $2,638.70. 
Town Clerk McCann made the following announcements: 
- Federal Primary on June 26, 2012 from noon to 9 p.m. 
- Free Rabies Clinic for DC residents on July 26 in the Town of Poughkeepsie Community Room 
- Household Hazardous Waste Day on October 6, 2012 at the Rhinebeck Highway Department 
- The DC Town Clerk’s Association elected Town Clerk Sue McCann to the position of Vice             
President of the Association at their meeting today.     
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane made the following announcements: 
- Attended DCSMA presentation at the DC Emergency Response Center 
- June 14, Flag Day ceremony at the Elks Club at 6 p.m. 
- June 23, High School commencement at 11:00 a.m.  
- June 27, DC Senior Picnic at noon in the Tivoli Memorial Park.  The Town is receiving 
donations from local banks for the picnic. 
- July 1, Bicentennial event “Red Hook Day” at the Aerodrome at 10 a.m., ceremony at 1 p.m. 
- July 14, Bicentennial Community Heritage Day at Montgomery Place 
 
 



ETHICS COMMITTEE - SAL GUIDO INTRODUCTION 
Supervisor Crane introduced Sal Guido who expressed interest in serving on the Ethics 
Committee.  He is a retired Math teacher. 
Sal Guido briefly spoke to the Board telling them about his interest in serving.   
Councilman O’Neill asked if he’s ever run for public office. 
Mr. Guido told him he did not and he’s read the Ethics Code.  
Supervisor Crane thanked him for his interest and asked the Board to vote later in the meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments. 
Micki Strawinski made the following announcements: 
- The Red Hook Senior Services Committee food drive was successful 
- Congratulated Supervisor Crane for being honored at the Starlight Ball 
- She has been attending DC Legislature meetings.  Redistricting has been a topic and they are 
looking for volunteers for various committees 
- July 16 there will be a Public Hearing on the County Ag. Business District 
- July 3 at 7 p.m. there will be a fund raiser for the Red Hook Educational Foundation at the 
Spiegel Tent at Bard College 
Linda Keeling asked where we are regarding hydrofracking.  Has the CAC done any more? 
Supervisor Crane told her they will put it on the agenda for the next meeting.  She asked if there 
were any more comments. There were none. 
 
BUDGET 2012 REPORT- 5 MONTH UPDATE 
Supervisor Crane introduced Budget Officer Rose Rider and Business Manager Deborah Marks 
who were there to present a five month budget update. 
Budget Officer Rose Rider began by reviewing and explaining the expenditure portion of the 
budget for the period January through May. 
Business Manager Deb Marks explained the revenue portion of the budget.  She pointed out that 
the mortgage tax was lower than they hoped for but the sales tax was good for the first quarter.   
Supervisor Crane discussed the mortgage tax revenue.  There has been a huge reduction since 
2005.  She thanked Rose and Deb for their work on the report. 
 
RESOLUTION 
Supervisor Crane read a resolution commemorating the retirement of Captain Paul Piastro from 
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office.  She presented him with the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2012 #32 
 

 RE:  COMMEMORATING THE RETIREMENT OF CAPTAIN PAUL PIASTRO 
FROM THE DUTCHESS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman James Ross moved to 
accept the resolution as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
 
     Copy Attached 
 
ETHICS COMMITTEE VOTE 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to appoint Sal 
Guido to the Ethics Committee. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
 
DOG PARK PRESENTATION  
Supervisor Crane introduced Bruce Washburn, Deputy Supervisor of the Town of Rhinebeck, 
and Paul Piastro of Red Hook who was in attendance to discuss the issue of a shared services dog 
park which would begin as a pilot program. 
Bruce Washburn began by explaining that residents want a dog park.  He suggested that 
volunteers run it and said that he worked with Paul Piastro in identifying a suitable site.   He 
asked that the Town consider a joint effort with the Town of Rhinebeck.  A steering committee 



would be appointed and the start up cost is estimated at $1800 to $2000 per town for fencing and 
signage.  
Paul Piastro said he’s always wanted a dog park and believes it is doable.  The liability issue will 
be researched and volunteers would do park oversight.  He wants to determine if the Board and 
the community is interested and will write up a proposal.   
Supervisor Crane suggested they meet with Recreation Director John Kuhn who could share 
names of those people interested.  She will set this on the agenda for the July 10 meeting and 
asked for materials, an agreement and names of volunteers in time for that meeting. 
 
FIRE CONTRACT 2013/14 NEGOTIATION – RED HOOK/TIVOLI  
Supervisor Crane explained that Councilman Ross and Councilman O’Neill met with both Red 
Hook and Tivoli Fire Departments. 
Councilman Ross suggested that since this is a contract the discussion take place in 
Attorney/Client session. 
 
SCISM ROAD BRIDGE – APPROVE PREPARATION OF BID SPECIFICATIONS 
The Board discussed the costs associated with the construction and bidding. 
Attorney Chale clarified the costs. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to authorize 
the engineer to move forward with the engineering specifications for the Scism Road Bridge in 
accordance with Crawford and Associates memo dated June 8, 2012. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
 
Supervisor Crane spoke with DC Emergency Response Director Dana Smith who encouraged the 
Town to contact them to act as an advocate on the Towns behalf in any kind of disaster.  
Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke did a good job pursuing FEMA funding and the old 
bridge should have been addressed a long time ago. It cannot be left as it is. 
 
CENTERS AND GREENSPACES ANNUAL REVIEW 
Councilman Colgan referred to a list of eleven items needing clarification.  He reviewed the 
issues.  
Councilman Ross feels the Board should sit and go through the changes line by line. 
Councilman Colgan agrees that the Board should look at that. 
Supervisor Crane will put this on the agenda for the June 27 meeting. 
Attorney Chale explained that Michele Greig will do a red lined version for the Board’s review 
and they will discuss it further at the June 27 meeting.  SEQRA would be needed after the 
meeting on the language before the Public Hearing. 
Supervisor Crane reminded the Board that the meeting on June 27 will start at 6:30 p.m.   
Town Clerk Sue McCann will notice the earlier time. 
Councilwoman Cagle will check with the CAC regarding hydrofracking. 
 
DAVIDS ISLAND – DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED DONATION 
Supervisor Crane explained that the parcel is owned by Con-Edison and they wish to donate the 
property.  A title search has been done. She asked for the Board’s opinion. 
Councilman Ross does not see it as a useful parcel for the Town to own. 
Councilwoman Cagle said it was part of a biodiversity study years ago and after looking at it she 
found that it is undevelopable so the wetlands cannot be harmed.  
Councilman Colgan is not inclined to accept it. 
Councilman O’Neill is not interested in accepting it. 
Councilwoman Cagle asked if the vote could be postponed until after the next CAC meeting. 
Supervisor Crane will add this to the June 27 agenda. 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES 
Supervisor Crane referred to a request by Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy to acknowledge and 
accept the purchasing and procurement policy. 
Councilman Colgan read the resolution. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION 2012 #33 
 

 RE:  APPROVING TOWN OF RED HOOK PURCHASING AND PROCUREMENT 
POLICY 
 
 On a motion Councilman Harry Colgan seconded by Councilman James Ross moved to 
approve the resolution.  
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments. 
Linda Keeling asked if the block on the Scism Road Bridge that has the date of 1928 will be 
reused in the reconstruction and suggested photo documentation as the bridge is repaired. 
A reporter asked why the Town would not want to accept the Con-Edison property. 
Councilman Colgan explained that it would take it off the tax rolls.  It is swampy and would be 
of no use to the Town. 
Councilman O’Neill thanked Budget Officer Rose Rider for her work tonight. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to go into 
executive session at 9:05 p.m. regarding contract negotiations. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
 
 On a motion of Councilwoman Cagle seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to close 
the executive session at 10:05 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:05 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
  
 
 
   
 


