
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
September 5, 2013 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  Present: Supervisor Sue Crane 
    Councilman James Ross 
    Councilman Harry Colgan 
    Councilman William O’Neill 
    Councilwoman Brenda Cagle (8:10 p.m. – 8:32 p.m.) 
    Town Clerk Sue McCann 
  Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
The Supervisor’s report dated August 31, 2013 was as follows:  Opening balance - 
$3,615,512.77; Receipts - $694,192.71; Disbursed - $972,589.54; Balance - $3,337,115.94.  
There were the following budget adjustments:  General A Fund – Increase in revenues - $6,344, 
Total increase appropriations - $20,494, Offset to the Fund Balance is to appropriate fund 
balance - $14,150;  General B Fund – Increase revenues - $7,500; Reduce appropriations - 
$1,000, Total increase appropriations - $8,500;  “Other Funds” & Capital Projects – Reduce 
appropriations - $3,777, Total increase appropriations - $3,777.   
The CPF Fund balance is almost $320,000. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to accept the 
Supervisor’s Report with budget adjustments. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill  
   Nays 1 Cagle 

Copy attached 
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s report for the period August 1 – August 31, 2013 was read as follows:  Total 
local shares remitted to the Supervisor - $1,686.98; Amount remitted to NYS Ag. & Markets - 
$94.00; Amount remitted to NYS Dept. of Health for Marriage Licenses - $45.00; Amount 
remitted to NYS DEC  - $3,632.02; Total State, County & Local revenue - $5,458.00. 
Town Clerk McCann announced that the bids for demolition of the old highway garage were 
opened yesterday at 3:00 p.m.  Three bids were received and opened in the presence of Highway 
Superintendent Theresa Burke, Purchasing Agent Ted Kudzy and Town Clerk Sue McCann.  
Washington Estates Transport Inc., KEK Excavators and Jupiter Environmental Services were 
the bidders.  The engineer is currently reviewing the bids and checking references.  
Recommendations will be made to the Town Board shortly. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments.   
MaryAnne Harvey, PANDA Representative, presented the PANDA TV 23 financial report 
through the end of July. They have been updating their equipment a little at a time.   
Johanna Moore, Director of the Summer Program, presented the Summer Recreation annual 
report for 2013.  Johanna thanked the staff of the summer recreation program.  Training is 
something she would like to provide for the staff in the future. 208 children signed up for the 
summer recreation program this summer.  There are many children in the program that have 
different medical needs.  She explained that three Girl Scouts from Troop 10087 are working on 
their Silver Award Project called Project Thank a Soldier which is designed for writing letters of 
thanks and gratitude to active duty soldiers, wounded warriors and war veterans.  Another part of 
their project is collecting food and toiletry items for the food pantry at Castle Point VA Hospital 
for homeless and destitute veterans in our area.   
Luna Alonso-Glasner a Bard College sophomore from California had an internship at the Center 
for Biological Diversity in San Francisco.  She spoke about the Clean Air Cities campaign she 
was involved in.  There is a resolution supporting the Clean Air Act which they want to get as 
many cities across the country to adopt.   



John Douglas has an avenue for grants for training for Summer Rec. personnel as well as for the 
Highway Dept.  He told Supervisor Crane that if she is interested to contact him. 
In regard to the speed limits on the agenda, he doesn’t feel there is an issue with the limits.  He 
then talked about road width.  In regard to the new recreation park he suggested that the Town 
take money from the Highway Dept. and put it to the Recreation Dept. so that the Highway Dept. 
can work on the project.  He feels that they are as qualified as any private contractor is.   
Supervisor Crane asked if there were any more comments.  There were none. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS/RESOLUTIONS ON PROPOSED PDR PROGRAM 
APPLICATIONS 
KESICKE CATTLE FARM 
Supervisor Crane recused herself at 8:08 p.m. from discussion regarding the Kesicke Farm. 
Deputy Supervisor Ross took over the meeting at this point.  He asked Cari Watkins Bates from 
Scenic Hudson and Art Collings from Dutchess Land Conservancy to explain the 
recommendations.   
Cari Watkins Bates said this is a project along with others that they’ve done with matching 
funding sources to purchase development rights in the Town.   It is a continuation of that work. 
Councilman O’Neill read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #60 
 

 RE:  ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS FOR THE KESICKE FARM 
UNDER THE TOWN’S CPF PROGRAM 
  
 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Councilman James Ross 
moved to set the public hearing for October 8, 2013 at 8:15 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 
   Recused 1 Crane 

Copy attached 
 

Supervisor Crane returned for the next resolution. 
 
- KLOSE FAMILY FARM 
Supervisor Crane asked Cari Watkins Bates to speak about the PDR. 
Cari gave a short overview of the project.  The Klose Family farm is listed as a priority parcel in 
the Community Preservation project plan.  
Councilman Ross commented that this fits in with the Town’s overall plans. 
Councilman Colgan said that this is the gateway to our water supply. 
Supervisor Crane thanked the Klose family saying that this is a treasure in terms of land, beauty 
and productivity.  She read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #61 
 

 RE:  ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS FOR THE KLOSE FAMILY FARM 
UNDER THE TOWN’S CPF PROGRAM 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
set the public hearing for October 8, 2013 at 8:30 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A DATE TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING ADOPTING 
LOCAL LAW G (PROPOSED) TO OVERRIDE TAX LEVY LIMIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2014 
Supervisor Crane explained the tax cap imposed by the state on municipal governments and 
school districts.  It is the Town’s obligation to let taxpayers know that we may have to override 
that tax cap.  A public hearing will be set in preparation for the possibility of an override. 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #62 
 

 RE:  ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 
ADOPTION BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF RED HOOK OF LOCAL LAW 
NO. G (PROPOSED) OF 2013, A LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT 
FOR FISCAL YAR 2014 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
set the public hearing for October 8, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 
   Nays 0 

Copy attached 
 

Councilwoman Cagle left the meeting at 8:32 p.m. 
 
FOOD BANK FOR CATS/DOGS 
Supervisor Crane said that Stephanie Fitzpatrick, Animal Control Officer for the Town has an 
idea to discuss with the Board. 
Stephanie wants to try to talk to local stores about their outdated pet food and ask them to donate 
that food and open a community food bank for animals.  She and Susan Gilnack would like to 
get this started.  It would be easier for people to get the food in our community instead of going 
to the SPCA in Hyde Park for food that they need.   She was asking for the Boards permission to 
contact the stores.  The pet food bank would be open on Wednesdays at the Recycling Center.  
They will look for a shed, hopefully donated, to store the food.  Food will be both collected and 
distributed on Wednesdays.  
Supervisor Crane thinks this is a great idea for the community.   
 
TOWN ROAD SPEED LIMITS – DISCUSSION OF LEGAL 35 MPH 
Supervisor Crane thanked Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke for helping the Board sort 
through this.  There have been discussions and calls about inappropriate speed limit signs.   
Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke explained that signs are being replaced with retro-
reflectivity high visibility signs.  Those with the highest priority are being replaced first.  They 
are working on the speed limit signs right now and are finding discrepancies.  They’d like to 
reconcile the posted speed limits. 
The Town cannot set speed limits but can request a study through the County and State. 
The Board discussed the issue. 
Supervisor Crane moved to write a letter on behalf of the Board requesting the reduction of 
speed limits on certain roads for specific reasons.  
Attorney Chale said that should be put in the form of a resolution and will draft one. 
 
TOWN ROADS TND ROAD WIDTHS 
Supervisor Crane referred to the traditional neighborhood road widths.  The Task Force has been 
in discussion about this issue.  Highway Superintendent Therese Burke told Supervisor Crane 
that she believes the highway department can live with a minimum of 20 feet of road width and a 
4 foot additional lane for one side of the street parking.   
Theresa agreed that is for the traditional neighborhood development. 
Supervisor Crane suggested going to our Town planner and asking for language that would allow 
us to codify that so that the developer knows what we are willing to do and the Planning Board 
would know what we would like to do.   
Councilman O’Neill explained that the developer for the Hoffman TND project is developing a 
proposal and in there the question arises of road width.  It would require a zoning change 
because when the Centers and Greenspace was done the width of roads was not addressed.  
Highway Department officials and Fire company officials can come up with their input on road 
widths in the TND.  A change Town wide is going to be expensive.  Any proposal will be 
addressed at the TND level. 
Attorney Chale said that this is really a highway specification issue. Those highway 
specifications dictate the width of road which is approvable by the highway department.  The 
Highway Superintendent will say yes or no about a proposed road meeting highway 
specifications.  Right now she doesn’t have the discretion to approve narrower roads because we 
have a specification for an older, standard type of road.  The TND needs to have a new spec to 



allow for a narrower road.  Perhaps we can look at this in the context of a TND which is the 
question before us.   
Councilman Colgan said there was considerable discussion about the TND and the problem of 
adding a 4 foot parking area makes the width become like Deer Run.  We drove around the 
Village and found most widths to be 20 feet.  A 20 foot road seems to be workable provided it 
doesn’t have curbs.  There is new technology of ways to stabilize the tree lawn to allow parking 
and plowed snow.  The Village lives with the way it is now.   
Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke said it isn’t a parking issue that is a concern but getting 
through on the roads where people have parked. That’s where the concern comes in with no 
allowance for parking.  She explained what she would accept.  Parking on the lawn is outside of 
her jurisdiction.  It is not on street parking.  If a neighborhood wants on lawn parking they can be 
responsible for maintaining that area. Deer Run is a different type of development.  They are 
large houses on large lots with different uses.  People there do not park on street.  They are not a 
compact neighborhood.  The fire department and the highway department are comfortable with 
20 foot width but if there is going to be on street parking you have to add that 4 foot width if you 
want the Town to be responsible for the maintenance.   
The Board continued discussion of road width and maintenance.  They will readdress this issue. 
 
TIME WARNER CABLE – NEW CONTACT INFORMATION 
Supervisor Crane explained that the Town has an ongoing franchise agreement with Time 
Warner Cable and they just reassigned two new municipal representatives to us.  We hope to 
meet with them to hammer out a new franchise agreement.  PANDA is doing a good job of 
getting public access to us.   
Councilman O’Neill did a comparison with another provider who had similar contracts and he 
also met with Time Warner and PANDA.   
 
TOWN OF MILAN REQUEST CONSENT TO BE LEAD AGENCY TO CONDUCT 
SEQRA FOR SITE PLAN/SPECIAL PERMIT USE FOR VERIZON 
COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY ON ACADEM Y HILL ROAD 
Supervisor Crane the request is a matter of formality and she will return it with consent or no 
comment. 
 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS POLLUTION 
UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT  
Supervisor Crane explained and read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #63 
  

 RE:  OF THE TOWN OF RED HOOK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK , TO THE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY IN SUPPORT 
OF REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS POLLUTION UNDER THE CLEAN AIR ACT 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  1 Cagle 

Copy attached 
 

 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to go into 
Executive Session to consider a request of an employee at 9:40 p.m. and Attorney/Client Session 
regarding potential litigation. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 On a motion of councilman O’Neill seconded by Supervisor Crane moved to close 
Executive Session and Attorney/Client session at 10:50 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  1 Cagle 



 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Supervisor Crane moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:50 p.m. 
Adopted  Ayes  4 Crane, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  1 Cagle 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Sue McCann, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


