
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 
September 25, 2013 

 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 
 
  Present:  Supervisor Sue Crane 
    Councilman Harry Colgan 
    Councilwoman Brenda Cagle 
    Town Clerk Sue McCann 
  Absent: Councilman James Ross 
    Councilman William O’Neill 
  Also Present: Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 
 
Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Supervisor Crane asked Town Clerk McCann to read the abstract for the month of July. 
Town Clerk McCann read the July 2013 abstract for vouchers #16425 through 16527.  General A 
Fund - $43,027.04; General B Fund - $17,377.38; Highway DB Fund - $18,262.52; PDR - 
$2,038.75; Capital Improvement Scism Road Bridge - $2,750.10; Capital Improvement Highway 
Garage - $250; Lighting District - $2,084.91, Water O&M - $4,813.67. Total Abstract - 
$90,604.37. 
Councilman Colgan made the following announcements: 
- Rotary Club’s Citizen of the Year Award will go to Ruth Oja.  The dinner is on Tuesday, 
October 22 at the Red Hook Firehouse.  Tickets are $40.00. 
- October 5 is Tivoli’s Annual Street Painting Day starting at 9:00 a.m.  Everything is free. 
Supervisor Crane announced the following: 
- Dutchess County Community Action Agency is available for support for residents.     
- Announced the appointment of Scott Hobson as full time Assessor for a six year term. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Supervisor Crane opened for public comments. 
Linda Keeling asked if the Board will comment on correspondence she submitted. 
Supervisor Crane told her it will be on the 4th Wednesday of October meeting agenda. 
Maribeth Catlin explained that she and her husband were approved by the Planning Board for a 
two lot sub-division. They recently found out that the water line required to be installed has to be 
copper.  The estimated cost is $15,000 for copper pipe which is exorbitant.  A lot of 
municipalities are changing their requirements to a less expensive material.  She spoke to the 
Water Dept. Chair and was told there is no grievance process for this issue and she was asking 
for the Boards help to consider changing the policy to give homeowners an option.  She 
explained the difference between the two materials.   
Supervisor Crane thanked her for bringing this forward.  
Attorney Chale gave her some advice about who to consult.  It is in the Water Board’s procedure 
for service lines.  To change the procedure of the Water Board would be a Town Board decision. 
There are always certain standards required. 
Supervisor Crane asked Attorney Chale to talk with the Water Board in this regard and also 
consult with the engineer. 
Supervisor Crane asked if there were any more public comments. 
There were none. 
 
BASIC STAR REGISTRATION PRESENTATION – VICTORIA COSTELLO 
Supervisor Crane introduced Victoria Costello, our regional representative. 
Victoria gave a brief power point presentation on the Basic Star registration procedure.  The 
program is designed to eliminate potential fraud and unintentional duplicate exemptions. 
She explained the process involved. Pamphlets are available from the Assessor or the Town 
Clerk’s office.   
 
RESOLUTIONS 
- Authorizing Town Clerk to advertise a request for sealed bids for the purchase of ice 
control abrasives, hot mix asphalt and various materials and services for 2014 



Supervisor Crane referred to the resolution concerning three specifications.  All proposals should 
be received by 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 24, 2013 at the Town Clerks Office.  She read 
the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #65 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE TOWN CLERK TO ADVERTISE A REQUEST FOR 
SEALED BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF ICE CONTROL ABRASIVES, A REQUEST FOR 
SEALED BIDS FOR HOT MIX ASPHALT, AND A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
VARIOUS MATERIALS AND SERVICES FOR 2014 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Harry Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Brenda Cagle 
moved to approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes  3 Crane, Colgan, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  2 Ross, O’Neill  

Copy attached 
 
- Approving Winnakee Land Trust application to Hudson River Greenway for $4,000.00 
grant for Red Hook Town wide trails outreach. 
Supervisor Crane read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #66 
 

 RE:  APPROVING THE APPLICATION OF WINNAKEE LAND TRUST FOR A 
GREENWAY CONSERVANCY GRANT FOR PROMOTING, PLANNING AND 
ACQUIRING TRAILS AND TRAIL EASEMENTS FOR RED HOOK TOWNWIDE TRAILS 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilwoman Brenda Cagle moved 
to approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes  3 Crane, Colgan, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  2 Ross, O’Neill  

Copy attached 
 

- Establish a date for a public hearing for a Community Development Block Grant 
application 2014 
Supervisor Crane read the resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION 2013 #67 
 

 RE:  ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 2014 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION 
  
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilwoman Brenda Cagle moved 
to set the public hearing for October 8, 2013 at 8:45 p.m.  
 Adopted Ayes  3 Crane, Colgan, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  2 Ross, O’Neill  

Copy attached 
 

- Authorizing the Town of Red Hook to pursue a grant application to obtain funding for 
the Town of Red Hook Justice Court 
Supervisor Crane introduced Town Court Justice Jonah Triebwasser. 
Judge Triebwasser explained that they are going to seek funding to replace the air conditioning 
and heating system in the court room and for dehumidifying the records room in the basement.  
A shredder is also needed.  Funds requested are not to exceed $30,000.00. 
Supervisor Crane thanked him for his diligence in pursuing the funding through his office. 
Judge Triebwasser thanked staff who helped. 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION 2013 #68 
 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF RED HOOK TO PURSUE A GRANT 
APPLICATION TO OBTAIN FUNDING FOR THE TOWN OF RED HOOK JUSTICE 
COURT 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved to 
approve the resolution. 
 Adopted Ayes  3 Crane, Colgan, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  2 Ross, O’Neill  

Copy attached 
 
AUTHORIZATION TO GO OUT TO BID FOR CONVEYOR CONTROLLED SANDER 
BODY FOR TRUCK 20 – THERESA BURKE, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 
Supervisor Crane spoke to Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke about this.  There is money 
in the budget for it and she gave a description.   
The Board agreed to authorize the request. 
 
DISCUSSION - EMPLOYEE DENTAL PLAN 
Supervisor Crane explained the present plan and compared it to CDPHP’s plan.  CDPHP’s plan 
is not identical to the present plan but there are some real benefits with CDPHP’s choice.  
Councilman Colgan, Councilwoman Cagle and Supervisor Crane reviewed and compared the 
two contracts.  If we change from Guardian to CDPHP Dental, the Town saves $7,331.00. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilwoman Cagle moved to notify 
Guardian that we are going to try a new dental plan. 
 Adopted Ayes  3 Crane, Colgan, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  2 Ross, O’Neill  
 
PANDA  
Supervisor Crane invited Danielle Maloney from PANDA to inform everyone what is available 
through PANDA 
Danielle Maloney said the hours of operation are 11 – 4 Monday through Friday.  They offer 
support and lend equipment. She runs a volunteer internship program at PANDA too. There are a 
lot of new programs, and have updated equipment, editing, and lighting.  A new website was 
built, the address is www.pandatv23.org.  There’s a community calendar for anyone to post 
events and that address is calendar@pandatv23.org.     
Supervisor Crane said from time to time we have opportunities to get involved in community 
wide programs that require feedback from residents.  Can those be posted? 
Danielle said if there is something pre-produced it can be turned into her, it could go on the 
community calendar or can be filmed at the studio. Their annual meeting will be Wednesday, 
October 9th at 7:00.  They are located at 6 Montgomery Street in Tivoli. Taste Budds will provide 
food and is their sponsor. 
Supervisor Crane introduced Mark Durand, our alternate representative.   
Mark thanked the Town for the support of PANDA. 
 
REPORTS 
Planning Board – Reviewed the resubmission for Anderson Commons, reviewed site plan 
applications for a diner on S. Broadway and a residential day care on Lasher Road in Tivoli. 
Zoning Board – Heard the review of appeal of Henry Cha to install PV array 13 ft. from side 
property. The public hearing for Henry Cha was September 11. The ZBA heard the review of 
appeal of William McKay, who submitted a new variance application. 
Animal Control –All dogs must be licensed at the age of four months.  Farm dogs that stay on 
farms are exempt from licensing.  There is also a leash law.    
Assessor – Updated information regarding the STAR program is on our website, they are 
preparing for defense of small claims, documented and reviewed most of the properties on the 
roll, are reviewing sales information and making changes, and continue working on the valuation 
process for the 2014 roll year reappraisal. 
Budget Officer – Work continues on the budget for 2014.  Departmental budgets have been 
submitted and Budget Officer Rose Rider has been meeting with Business Manager Deb Coon 

http://www.pandatv23.org/
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and Supervisor Crane to finalize the Supervisor’s budget.  It will be filed with the Town Clerk on 
September 30, 2013. 
Building Inspector – For the period 8/26/13 – 9/24/13 there were 19 permits, 51 inspections, 14 
certificates of occupancy, 7 complaints, 5 searches, and total permit fees collected - $4,819.00. 
Police – The August report from the Red Hook Police Dept. showed 72 total incidents, 8 arrests, 
and 52 tickets issued.  The report from the DC Sheriff’s Office showed 91 total incidents for the 
month of August. 
Water Department – The July report showed the amount of water pumped, well levels, coliform 
report (none detected), turbidity and chlorine residual.  Testing was reviewed with the operator.  
Ongoing items were reviewed, and plans for 2013 were presented.  There was vandalism at the 
water tank and fencing will be repaired. Valves will need to be installed on Manor/Colonial 
between Aspinwall & Trow Blvd. in the fall, and service pipe for the Catlin lot division was 
discussed. There was sand in water in a house on Cornell again this year.  A hydrant location list 
will be developed, a property owner on Thayer Lane wants to plant trees, but no trees can be 
planted in easements.  There is a broken curb stop on Amherst St.  The August report was similar 
to July’s report.  Rules and regulations might need change regarding copper vs. plastic pipe. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Ag. & Open Space – The committee discussed the following:  agricultural fencing, why hasn’t 
the ZRC reviewed the issue; Planning Board’s refusal to consider Feller Farm request for merge 
portion of non-easement adjoin lot to restricted lot on south side of Feller-Newmark Rd.; Ag. 
assessments increasing significantly with rise of commodity prices and farmland prices, why is 
request for ag improvements and uses so expensive to farmers in the Town. 
Intermunicipal Task Force – the August and September reports were presented.  They continue 
to discuss and review Scenic roads, historic structures preservation and road specs.  They 
received a $7500 greenway grant to fund projects. In September they met with Highway 
Superintendent Theresa Burke and reviewed the Town’s highway specifications. They are 
moving forward with Centers and Greenspace. 
Supervisor Crane thanked Dick Franklin who handed out pamphlets for the Disaster 
Preparedness Committee at Hardscrabble Day. 
Senior Services Committee – The Give a Child a Summer Meal food drive was a major success.  
During the next several months the committee will follow up with alternate transportation plans 
for seniors, analyze the Rhinebeck At Home program and determine how this can meet the needs 
of seniors in our community, sponsor a talk focusing on safety for seniors, and update the Senior 
Services Committee’s Red Hook Senior News brochure. 
Trails Committee – Met and discussed budget. 
Recreation Committee – A lot of maintenance is being done.  Trees and limbs in the playground 
area have been removed.  The girl scouts donated a swing for handicapped youngsters and that 
was installed.  The summer program was very successful. 
Tree Committee – a dogwood tree that was dedicated to former Dog Control Officer, Cecil 
Moore, will be replaced at Town Hall.   
Dog Park – They are making great progress.  The target date for opening is the end of October. 
 
 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Supervisor Crane moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes  3 Crane, Colgan, Cagle 
   Nays  0 
   Absent  2 Ross, O’Neill 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Sue McCann, Town Clerk 


