
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 

January 28, 2015 

 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 

convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  Present : Supervisor Sue Crane 

Councilman Harry Colgan   

    Councilman William O’Neill 

    Councilwoman Brenda Cagle 

    Deputy Town Clerk Claire Horst  

  Absent: Councilman James Ross    

  Also Present: Bookkeeper Ann Conway, Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke 

  

Supervisor Crane welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

She thanked the Highway Department road crew for their hard work and dedication during the 

last snow storm.   

Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke explained how the men work during storms. There are 

six plow trucks covering 58 miles of road, going over them multiple times.  It is a process that 

has to go slowly and it changes with every storm.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Supervisor Crane said we are more than half way through our public meetings for the Dutchess 

County shared services grant between the Town and the two Villages.  Our consultant, Tim 

Weideman, was excellent in describing the difficulty this shared services grant has presented 

because there is a difference between the kind of services made by Villages and Towns.  We are 

trying to assess how we can bring them all under one umbrella.  The challenge is coming up with 

savings and efficiency while still providing good service. They are making great strides.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Supervisor Crane opened for comments. 

Dutchess County Legislator Micki Strawinski thanked the Board for their prompt attention to the 

resolution regarding the reduction of speed limit on Annandale Road.  She is part of the Northern 

Dutchess Coalition who has been working with Elaine Trompetto of CAPE (Counsel on 

Addiction Prevention Education) for a number of years.  They are discussing ways to bring 

substance abuse prevention to Red Hook. She explained past and future forums.  Dr. George 

Verrilli purchased the former Northern Dutchess Christian School and has generously donated 

the building as a community center where they hope to bring programming and other events.  

She gave an update on County business.  They are working on committee assignments and she’s 

been appointed to the Government Administration Committee.  The County will have a 

presentation on the progress they made in designing the Dutchess County jail complex.  The 

Northern Dutchess Alliance is having its annual breakfast on February 4 at the Beekman Arms in 

Rhinebeck at 7 a.m.  Bard College will be getting an award for their contributions to community.   

Supervisor Crane thanked DC Legislator Strawinski.  She acknowledged the retirement of Noela 

Hooper from Dutchess County Planning. 

 

TOWN OF RED HOOK HEALTHCARE PLAN 2015 – MINNIE McCOMBS, 

MARSHALL & STERLING 

Supervisor Crane referred to the healthcare plan for Town employees.  Options available to us 

were discussed.  She introduced Minnie McCombs from Marshall & Sterling.   

Minnie gave a presentation regarding choices in the healthcare benefits.  CDPHP’s renewal is 

March 1, but unfortunately there have been some changes.  They retired 28 plans that are 

available in the Hudson Valley and they won’t allow employers to fund the deductible more than 

50% which causes a problem because you are not able to offer the same benefits you are 

currently offering.  She pointed out plans in a handout she provided.  She reviewed and 

compared the present healthcare with MVP’s plans.    

Supervisor Crane commented that the difficulty is that there are restrictions on what we can sign 

up for given the small number of employees we have.  She questioned why the Town cannot 

develop a consortium with anyone who has a large employee base and was told that it was not 

allowed by law.   

Minnie McCombs confirmed that it is an insurance regulation. 



Supervisor Crane commented that health insurance can be a budget breaker.  It is frustrating.  We 

don’t want to change the percentage of what the employees pay because we don’t give them 

generous increases in salary.  We appreciate their cooperation and respect.  We try to come up 

with the best plan for everyone that we can afford. She thanked Minnie and Brad Palmateer from 

Marshall & Sterling for their advice and responsiveness.  

Minnie said the MVP Gold Plan the Town is going with holds a 10 % increase.  She explained 

the plan in more detail and compared it with the present health insurance plan with CDPHP. 

Dental is increasing 5.5%.  Delta Dental plan can be kept.  Vision insurance is through 

ShelterPoint and also had a small increase.  Minnie explained various fees. 

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Colgan move to change 

health insurance to MVP Liberty HDP Gold. 

 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, O’Neill, Colgan, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

 

 On a motion of Supervisor Crane seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to leave the 

present dental plan in place. 

 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, O’Neill, Colgan, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

 

 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Supervisor Crane moved to accept the 

vision plan as proposed. 

 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, O’Neill, Colgan, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING PILGRIM PIPELINE – Jess Scott, Citizens for Local Power 

Jess Scott is a member of the Rhinebeck Conservation Advisory Board as well as Citizens for 

Local Power.  She explained the organization and their efforts opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline 

which would run from Albany, NY to Linden, NJ.  The pipeline would carry Bakken crude oil 

and poses a threat to the environment according to Citizens for Local Power. They are against 

the transport of this dangerous fuel.  She provided a resolution for the Board. 

Riverkeeper is waiting for Towns around the proposed pipeline to pass resolutions in opposition 

and will back up and support them if it becomes a legal challenge.  

 

RESOLUTION 2015 # 2 

 

 RE:  OPPOSING BUILDING OF THE PILGRIM PIPELINE 

 

 On a motion of Councilwoman Brenda Cagle seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan 

moved to adopt the resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline.  

 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, O’Neill, Colgan, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

Copy attached 

 

ANNANDALE ROAD SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION DISCUSSION 

Dutchess County Legislator and Bard College employee, Micki Strawinski, explained the 

reasons for a speed limit reduction request.   

Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke explained that the Town does not set speed limits.  

Changing a speed limit can be a lengthy process.  The Town initiates the request, and then it goes 

to the County. The County approves the request then they request the State to do a speed limit 

study.  They look at a number of factors and they either approve or not.  The State has a set of 

criteria they use.   

Supervisor Crane read the resolution.   She asked Jim Brudvig, VP for Administration at Bard 

College, if this fits into the master plan that Bard College has.   

Mr. Brudvig explained that it is compatible.  The County and State is willing to work with Bard 

College. 

 

 



RESOLUTION 2015 #3 

 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE RED HOOK TOWN CLERK TO EXECUTE A TE9 (a) 

FORM REQUESTING LOWERING THE SPEED LIMIT ON COUNTY ROAD 103 FROM 

KELLY ROAD TO THE NORTH END OF ANNANDALE ROAD 

 

 On a motion of Supervisor Sue Crane seconded by Councilwoman Brenda Cagle moved 

to approve the resolution as read. 

 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, O’Neill, Colgan, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

Copy attached 

 

REPORTS 

Town Officials meeting with Red Hook Fire Company – Councilman O’Neill reported that he 

and Councilman Ross met on January 14 with the members of the Red Hook Fire Dept.  The 

principle of discussion had to do with recruitment and retention issues that the fire company 

faces.  Volunteerism seems to be on the decline.  Much training and personal commitment is 

required.  They discussed ideas to bring about recognition and attention to exploits by members 

of the fire company.  Encouraging LOSAP (the pension plan) is an idea.  Issues have arisen 

about that plan and the program is going to be discussed.   Shared services and parking were 

discussed.  What kind of effort can the Town Board make to allow volunteers to be available and 

can there be an incentive plan for Town employees to volunteer.  They assured the Town that the 

funding is sufficient and they are pleased with what the Town is able to provide them.  Most of 

the discussion had to do with improving the efficiency of the fire department.  

Supervisor Crane will look into the Town’s policy regarding active firefighters.  The handbook is 

being updated at this time.  She will bring this back to the next agenda. 

Special Meeting/Presentation by Red Hook Recreation Pool, Inc. – The Board will meet at 7 pm 

on February 3 for a presentation regarding a proposal for an indoor pool.   

 

REORGANIZATION 

Disaster Preparedness Committee – RH Fire Company Representative is changed to Rich 

Hilbrandt, the new Fire Chief.  Mike Lane and Mike Clum are no longer representatives.  

Intermunicipal Task Force  - The CAC representative will be Sara Imboden in place of Anne 

Rubin.   

Greenway & Trails Committee – there are two vacancies.  Rich Shiafo is no longer on the 

committee 

Economic Development Committee  - Marty (Maarten) Reilingh is interested in serving on the 

EDC.  Councilwoman Cagle read his letter of interest.   

 

 On a motion of Councilwoman Cagle seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to approve 

Maarten Reilingh for membership on the EDC with a term to expire December 31, 2016. 

 Adopted Ayes 4 Crane, O’Neill, Colgan, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

 

Conservation Advisory Council – Jodiah Jacobs has expressed interest in serving on the CAC.  

Councilwoman Cagle will contact him. 

Ethics Board – Susan Goodman Goldstein has resigned from the Ethics Board, as per Chair Fred 

Cartier. 

St. Margaret’s Committee – Winty Aldrich will be asked for ideas for the committee.   

Fee Schedules – we will be considering fee schedules that are used in other Towns. Supervisor 

Crane asked that Councilman Colgan and Recreation Park Chair Doug Strawinski meet with Red 

Hook School officials regarding usage fees for the Recreation Park. 

 

REPORTS 

Planning Board – They continued a site plan review application, lot line revision and minor 

subdivision  

ZBA – November meeting had 5 reviews of appeal; December meeting had 3 public hearings, 

and 3 reviews of appeal; January meeting held 3 public hearings. 

Budget Officer – Budget Officer Rose Rider made and distributed copies of the approved 

individual budgets for each department and committee. 



Animal Control – Announcement made regarding licensing laws- All dogs in NYS must be 

licensed at the age of 4 months. 

Building Inspector – for the period 12/22/2014 – 1/28/2015 – total fees collected: $2007.00; 35 

certificates; 21 permits; 44 inspections; 40 complaints 

Supervisor Crane received a job description for Building Inspector from the Dutchess County 

Dept. of Personnel.  They are giving an updated test.  She will provide a copy for the Board.  It 

has a complete list of responsibilities and she will forward it to the Village of Tivoli Board. 

Grant – Trails Planner grant and sidewalk grant will be underway soon. We are waiting to hear 

about the 2015 CDBG for accessibility for Town Hall and Town Hall parking lot.  

Highway Dept – Salt supply has been received for the winter and fans were installed in the 

garage. 

Purchasing – 66 purchase orders, 3 computer workstations updated, copier purchased for justice 

office and purchasing a copier for Town Hall.  Insulation is planned for Town Hall. 

Police – RHPD December report showed 70 incidents, 11 arrests, 30 ticketed.  DC Sheriff for 

December showed 90 total incidents.   

Water Dept. – Things running normally.  Projects planned include pipe replacement and lights in 

filter room.  The pump house was inspected, fire hydrant was repaired and two water service 

lines were added to the district.  

Recycling – E-waste collection was a success.  They collected 25,347 pounds of e-waste.  

Intermunicipal Task Force – reviewed proposed language in the Historic Preservation Zoning 

Code Amendments, revisited the issue of definition of a Cottage in the TND, researched a matter 

involving an old zoning map, continued discussion regarding agricultural noises and agricultural 

uses, discussed inquiry regarding expansion of a motel on Rte. 9 North, reviewed water and 

sewer projects being pursued by the Village of Red Hook and discussed future for water and 

sewer projects in the Town.  Red Hook Community Center proposed project was discussed.  

Recreation Dept. –There was major tree damage at the park from the last snow storm.  All 

hanging limbs were cut and removed. The yard hydrant replacement is complete, water turned 

off for the winter; damaged faucets in restrooms will need to be replaced. 

Tree Committee – A Senior Forester for Region 3 will come to check on the planted trees for the 

forestry grant, applied for Tree City Growth Award, reviewed tree list, and will focus on 

plantings for this year.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Supervisor Crane received correspondence from the Village of Red Hook questioning 

administrative fees from the Town Highway Department.  She explained the agreement 

previously made with the Villages and School District regarding fees for salt and fuel. 

Dutchess County is asking for participation in a Hazard mitigation plan.   

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to adjourn 

the meeting at 10:12 p.m. 

 Adopted  Ayes 4 Crane, Colgan, O’Neill, Cagle 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 1 Ross 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Claire Horst, Deputy Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


