
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 

July 27, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 

convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  Present : Supervisor Robert McKeon 

    Councilman James Ross     

    Councilman William O’Neill     

    Town Clerk Sue McCann 

  Absent: Councilman Harry Colgan 

    Councilperson Sarah Imboden 

  Also Present:  Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 

   

Supervisor McKeon called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Supervisor McKeon announced the following: 

-Brenda Cagle sent a letter that DC Transportation is looking for input regarding the LOOP bus. 

Surveys are available at the Town Hall and on Town website www.redhook.org 

-Senior Services Committee is looking for public involvement 

-Town Board meeting change - they will meet once in August, on the 16
th

 at 7:30 p.m. There is a 

primary on September 13, so that meeting will be rescheduled for September 7. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

USE OF MONIES IN THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUND FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF RECREATION PARK ANNEX PARCEL 

 

Town Clerk Sue McCann read the public hearing notice. 

Supervisor McKeon opened the public hearing. 

 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to close the 

public hearing. 

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Supervisor McKeon opened for comments.   

Linda Keeling commented about the vendor, Papa’s Best, who is across the street from her.  She 

asked if this site is legal as it is her understanding that it is not.  The farmers market was given a 

special permit for its operation having vendors inside.  Now there is this vendor outside.  

According to our Code Enforcement Officer, in the minutes of February 12, 2015 ZRC minutes, 

food trucks are not allowed in the Town.  Therefore she assumes that truck is not allowed.  She 

explained the impacts the vendor has had on her family.  Another issue is that the trailer is along 

a stream that is in a NY State designated wetlands.  The individual who owns this food truck is 

not always there watching what is happening. The furnace is also a danger to children.  If this is 

illegal it should be taken down.  She is fearful that his propane tanks will blow up and she asked 

that the situation be taken care of. 

Supervisor McKeon said that the Code Enforcement Officer visited the site a couple of times and 

that the vendor moved his location to comply with separation distances for the fire code. They 

are still looking into the legal aspects right now and will get back to Mrs. Keeling.   

Supervisor McKeon asked if there were anymore comments. There were none. 

 

APPROVAL FOR 2016 RECREATION PARK BALLFIELD REBUILDS 

Supervisor McKeon explained that the Recreation Commission submitted an estimate for some 

infield work.  They have $14,000 in their parklands line available.  

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve 

the Recreation Commission request dated July 12. 

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 



 

INCENTIVE ZONING AMENDMENT – SEQR REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF 

PUBLIC HEARING ON AUGUST 16 

Supervisor McKeon explained the amendment to our existing code.  He asked if the Board had 

any comments and if they are ready to schedule a public hearing. 

Councilmen Ross and O’Neill are ok with the draft. 

Supervisor McKeon suggested holding the public hearing on September 7. 

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve 

the full EAF as prepared.  

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0  

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #70 

 

 RE:  STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW (SEQR), CLASSIFYING 

ACTION AND ESTABLISHING LEAD AGENCY TYPE 1 ACTION 

 

 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Councilman James Ross 

moved to approve the resolution. 

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0  

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

Copy attached 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #71 

 

 RE:  ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 

ADOPTION BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF RED HOOK OF LOCAL LAW H 

(PROPOSED) OF 2016 REGARDING THE OPEN SPACE INCENTIVE ZONING 

 

 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Councilman James Ross 

moved to set the public hearing or September 7, 2016 at 7:35 p.m. 

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0  

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

Copy attached 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVAL OF ACQUISITION 

OF RECREATIONAL PARCEL WITH COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUNDS - 

$55,000.00 AND ASSOCIATED CLOSING COSTS 

Supervisor McKeon explained the resolution regarding the purchase of a parcel next to the 

recreation park annex.  He read the resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #72 
 RE: GRANTING APPROVAL FOR THE USE OF MONIES IN THE COMMUNITY 

PRESERVATION FUND FOR THE ACQUISITION OF RECREATION PARK ANNEX 

PARCEL 

  

 On a motion of Supervisor Robert McKeon seconded by Councilman William O’Neill 

moved to approve the resolution. 

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0  

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

Copy Attached 

 

GRANT APPLICATIONS – LOCAL EFFICIENCY GRANT PROGRAM 

Supervisor McKeon referred to the local government efficiency grant the Board previously 

discussed.  We need to resolve an amount to apply for.  He suggested applying for $129,000.  

There is a 10% match required.   

Councilman O’Neill said the project cost is $529,000.   



Supervisor McKeon said we also intend to apply for a CDBG next month.  Whatever we get will 

defray cost to the taxpayers.   Throughout the construction of the new land we can apply for 

more funding.  

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #73 

 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FOR A LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY GRANT REGARDING CHALLENGER FIELD 

 

 On a motion of Councilman James Ross seconded by Supervisor Robert McKeon moved 

to approve the resolution. 

 Adopted  Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

Copy attached 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION TO ADOPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION – 

LAND ACQUISITION CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

Supervisor McKeon explained that the Town is contemplating acquiring a small piece of land 

adjacent to the Town Hall Highway Garage. 

He referred to the SEQR work and resolution.  The ZBA and Planning Board consent to the 

Town being the Lead Agency in the potential transaction.   

Attorney Chale also pointed out the short EAF prepared by Crawford Associates that the Board 

reviewed. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #74 

 

 RE:  ADOPTING A SEQRA DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE 

REGARDING ACQUISITION OF A PARCEL OF LAND FROM HOWLAND 

 

 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Supervisor Robert McKeon 

moved to approve the resolution. 

Adopted  Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

Copy attached 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #75 

 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR HOWLAND ACQUISITION 

SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM 

 

 On a motion of Councilman James Ross seconded by Councilman William O’Neill 

moved to approve the resolution. 

 Adopted  Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill 

   Nays 0 

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

Copy attached 

 

Supervisor McKeon explained that we have the funds for this purchase, it will not be necessary 

to raise taxes in order to do so.  According to the State, this years’ tax cap limit is .6% 

 

DISCUSSION – POTENTIAL TRAFFIC IMPACTS OF NEW MINE IN ELIZAVILLE 

Supervisor McKeon said it was brought to his attention that there will be a new mine operating 

in Elizaville.  It is a mine that had a permit for decades but has not actively been mined.  The 

mining permit application is before the DEC, has at least 62 trucks leaving the site each day 

which will be of significant size and weight.  The site is off County Route 19, and materials will 

be brought to Red Wings processing center on County Route 55.  The increase truck traffic is 

likely to go through upper Red Hook, then down through the Village center.  It could impact the 

delays we experience and also affect our community character.  The mine sits in the Town of 

Livingston.  In discussion with our Engineers, it was suggested that if we had any comments to 



the DEC we should make those comments in the next few days.  He asked Councilmen Ross and 

O’Neill for their input regarding a route that would not have a negative impact to our 

community.  He suggested that we ask the DEC to consider the impact this will have on our 

Town, and ask that the trucks go easterly instead of going down Route 9.   

Councilman O’Neill said it is a dilemma.  He referred to a Town law in Poughkeepsie restricting 

truck traffic which is now in arbitration.  

Councilman Ross asked how many more trips they will take than they do now. 

Supervisor McKeon understands is that they are either closing or closed a mine in Stanford and 

are moving those operations to Elizaville.  There will probably be a dramatic increase in the 

truck traffic according to their plan submitted to the DEC. DEC asked Red Wing to do a traffic 

analysis.  It’s best to get our comments in now. 

Councilman Ross said it’s a needed material, the problem we have is that the main route runs 

through our Village.  Unless they can split between Routes 9 & 9G, he doesn’t see how else they 

can get to southern Dutchess County because of the infrastructure.  

Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke asked if there is a chance they will choose a different 

route because of the congestion we already have in the Village. 

Supervisor McKeon said that’s possible but he doesn’t want to leave this to chance.  Their permit 

has been renewed over the decades; we have to see if we can minimize the potential negative 

impact of the traffic on our community. 

Councilman Ross suggested Route 308 to 9G, but they have to deal with East Park, and that’s a 

problem. 

Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke commented that the Taconic Parkway is not an option.  

It is not built for truck traffic. 

Supervisor McKeon asked the Board if we should get the DEC to look at alternative routes. 

The Board was in agreement about having a route with the least impact on our Village. 

 

BOARD REPORTS 

Planning – Reviewed two applications, conducted a public hearing and granted conditional 

approval to a site plan application, granted Certificates of Appropriateness, approved three site 

plan amendment applications, and granted an extension of conditional approval to a subdivision. 

Building/Zoning – The July report showed 34 permits, 55 inspections, 37 co’s/cc’s, 4 complaints 

and $13,870.80 in revenue. 

Red Hook Police Dept. – June report:  93 total incidents, 8 arrests, 36 tickets issued. 

Purchasing – The report for the period June 30 – July 27 showed 29 purchase orders issued, the 

largest to Colarusso for paving; Highway crew working on parking lot, DC hydro-seeded the 

grassed areas, propane tank for emergency generator was moved, tree and brush clearing will be 

done for the water district’s right of way and around the cell tower site. 

Water District – Well 1 was rehabbed on May 19, well levels normal, filters running well, Alder 

Street hydrant repaired but will be replaced in 2017, 7 outstanding work orders, a list of all water 

meters with usage over 2 million gallons will be compiled and tested for accuracy, fence around 

the water tower needs repair, pump house walls need replacement, water tank inspection will be 

postponed until 2017. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Intermunicipal Task Force – Continued to discuss drive-thru and formula businesses, final draft 

will be addressed at July and August meetings, they also began discussion regarding signage. 

Recreation Commission – Summer Recreation programs underway and running smoothly, 2016 

Biannual Programs Report to the Division of Youth Services was submitted, maintenance is 

ongoing, new Recreation Playground Director is Quintin Johnson, a physical education teacher at 

Mill Rd. Elementary, a communications ap was created by Mr. Johnson as a messaging tool, 

Rhinebeck Legion Band concert on Aug. 2 at the LAMS, St. Margarets as a passive park is on 

their wish list, discussed possible grant for a special needs area at the new recreation park, 5 year 

agreement was reached with the school district, restroom faucets installed, batting cage 

discussion. 

Senior Services Committee – Discussed outreach into the senior community, medical 

information packets, and senior programming at the library.  A brief survey was distributed to 

local seniors at the DC Office of the Aging lunch, and a mission statement was discussed. 

Tree Commission – “10 Year” Tree City stickers will be attached to the signs, plans for 

Hardscrabble Day were discussed, contemplated options for tree planting at Town Hall, Upper 

Red Hook planting project was reviewed and are waiting for the ok from the DOT, maple trees at 

the recreation park will be done in the fall. 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

-The Tivoli yard sale will take place on July 30 

-August 7 is the Tivoli Community Day 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Supervisor McKeon shared the following correspondence: 

-County Executive Marc Molinaro regarding a “Think Differently Initiative” for residents with 

special needs.  A resolution was attached.  It will be addressed at the September Board meeting. 

-Letter from Irene Moore commending Summer Recreation Director Quintin Johnson and his 

staff for their commitment to the program and the children.  He is an excellent role model. 

-Letter from Jeff Luoma, Program Leader – Environment & Energy, Cornell Cooperative 

Extension in Dutchess County, expressing how impressed he is with Recycling Manager TJ 

Hackett and his team.  Mr. Luoma wanted to let the Town know how lucky they are to have 

these folks working for them.  He hopes this could be a model for other transfer stations. 

 

Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke announced that Echo Valley Road reclamation is 

underway.  It will be a dirt road until August 8.  Paving will be on August 8 & 9, and other roads 

to be paved are Hoffman Woods Road, W. Bard, and Zabriskie Court. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Supervisor McKeon opened for comments. 

Linda Keeling appreciates the work of the flowers around Town Hall done by Highway 

Superintendent Theresa Burke and the Highway crew. 

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Ross, moved to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:51 p.m. 

 Adopted Ayes 3 McKeon, Ross, O’Neill   

   Nays 0 

   Absent 2 Colgan, Imboden 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 

 

 

 


