
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 

August 16, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 

convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  Present : Supervisor Robert McKeon 

    Councilman James Ross  

    Councilman Harry Colgan    

    Councilman William O’Neill  

    Councilperson Sarah Imboden    

    Town Clerk Sue McCann     

  Also Present:  Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 

   

Supervisor McKeon called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

The Supervisor’s report dated July 31, 2016 was read as follows:  Opening balance - 

$5,287,168.26; Receipts - $828,168.02; Disbursed - $1,568,500.44; Balance - $4,546,835.84 

  

 On a motion of Councilperson Imboden seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve 

the Supervisor’s report. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 

  

There were the following budget adjustments:  General A Fund: Total increase appropriations - 

$146,350; General B Fund: Total increase appropriations - $11,700; “Other Funds” and Capital 

Projects: Total increase appropriations - $53,000. 

  

 On a motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve the 

budget adjustments. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 

 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report for the period July 1 – July 31, 2016 was read as follows:  Total local 

shares remitted to the Supervisor - $1,252.12; Amount remitted to NYS AG & Markets - $50.00; 

Amount remitted to NYS Dept. of Health - $135.00; Amount remitted to NYS DEC - $155.88; 

Total State, County & Local revenue - $1,593.00. 

 

July 2016 Abstract:  Vouchers 20644 through 20812: Total = $708,917.13 

Copy Attached 

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Ross moved to approve 

the Town Clerk’s report. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

Supervisor McKeon informed everyone that the Town had an independent auditor in over the last 

few weeks to audit the General Fund, Town Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector and Town Justice 

Courts.  Our books and records are all in keeping with the way they should be.  Copies are 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Supervisor McKeon announced the following: 

-Linden Avenue bridge is open 

-Route 199 bridge should be open by fair week.  

-Hardscrabble Day is September 17
th

; parade starts at 4 p.m., line up at 3:15 

-Art Views studios open Labor Day weekend.  Free event. 

-John Biel asked if we would like to organize a group for the County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade 



PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Supervisor McKeon opened for comments. 

Linda Keeling commented that this is the third time she’s been here regarding Papa’s Best Batch 

pollution that is drifting into her house and affecting the health of her and her husband.   

She said that the owner doesn’t have the knowledge of how to handle the facility or food 

properly.  She wants him out, he doesn’t belong there, he has no right to be there, and he is 

interfering with her family’s health.  If this doesn’t get solved by August 31, she will be suing 

the Town.   

Supervisor McKeon said they are doing what they can and hopefully will resolve issues soon. 

 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE GRANT TO HUDSON RIVER VALLEY GREENWAY 

TRAILS CONSERVANCY – VILLAGE TO VILLAGE TRAIL 

Supervisor McKeon asked Brenda Cagle to explain. 

Brenda Cagle, Trails Committee, explained that there is a Greenway Trail opportunity coming up 

on September 9.  The Committee thought it would be a great to put something on the ground 

other than a study on a shelf.  Everything has been done on their end and they now want to apply 

for the grant.  The maximum is $40,000.  She pointed out an area on a map provided to the 

Board. Greenway will probably look at this trail as construction allowing them to apply for 

$40,000.  There is a dollar for dollar match and they already received support from both 

Villages, they are fairly certain they will have support from Bard and DCDPW is supportive and 

will offer in kind match engineering services.  The County is supportive of making Linden 

Avenue more pedestrian and bicycle friendly.  The trail is approximately 7.25 miles long and she 

explained its design and layout.  She asked that the Board pass a resolution approving the 

application for an amount up to $40,000.  They are getting estimates right now. 

Supervisor McKeon read the resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #76 

 

 RE:  APPROVING APPLICATION TO THE HUDSON RIVER VALLEY 

GREENWAY FOR A GRANT UNDER THE 2016 GREENWAY CONSERVANCY TRAIL 

GRANT PROGRAM 

  

 On a motion of Supervisor Robert McKeon seconded by Councilperson Sarah Imboden 

moved to approve the resolution. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 

 

REORGANIZATION 

Planning Board  

Supervisor McKeon referred to the vacancy on the Planning Board left by Brian Walker.  His 

term was to expire in 2018.  We received a note from Planning Board Chair Christine Kane in 

support of the appointment of Lisa Foscolo to fill that position.   

 

 On a motion of Supervisor McKeon seconded by Councilperson Imboden moved to 

appoint Lisa Foscolo to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of Brian Walker for a term to 

expire December 31, 2018. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

Disaster Preparedness Committee 

Supervisor McKeon said that the Disaster Preparedness Chair, Vin Collucio, would like to step 

down next year.  The committee discussed having Sean McLaughlin take over as Chair.   

IT Committee 

Supervisor McKeon reminded the Board of their discussion about changing that committee. 

Councilperson Imboden drafted an outline of what they might start to tackle.  She explained her 

idea regarding the IT Committee’s charge.  After speaking to people, there seems to be a need 

for a Communications Committee in order to improve communications between Town 

government and residents.  She suggested the committee as temporary at first.   

Supervisor McKeon is eager to get things going.  He shared some of his ideas regarding 

improving communications. 



Councilman O’Neill suggested disbanding the IT Committee and creating a new committee.  

Either that or incorporate the function from one into the other.   

Supervisor McKeon asked if it would be necessary to disband the IT Committee. 

Councilperson Imboden thinks a Communications Committee would have a different charge and 

that the IT Committee should be left alone. 

Supervisor McKeon suggested putting this on the agenda for a September meeting. 

Councilman Ross said it sounds like a good idea.  He thinks the two committees are different. 

Councilperson Imboden asked how many people the Board thinks should be on a 

communications committee.  Would five be appropriate?   

Councilman Ross would say 5 to 7 members and they are community based.  It would be nice to 

have representatives from each Village and the Town. 

Supervisor McKeon will add it to the agenda. 

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING DUTCHESS COUNTY’S THINK DIFFERENLTY 

INITIATIVE 

Supervisor McKeon explained the resolution that is a County initiative from the County 

Executive looking for municipalities to take part in their “Think Differently” campaign to be 

more inclusive for people with special abilities.   

Councilman Ross commented that it seems strange to have to pass a resolution for people to 

think that way. 

Supervisor McKeon thinks it just creates awareness. 

Councilman O’Neill read the resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #77 

 

 RE:  CALLING ON TOWN OF RED HOOK RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS OWNERS 

TO ADOPT THE “THINK DIFFERENTLY” INITIATIVE TO ASSIST INDIVIDUALS WITH 

SPECIAL NEEDS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

  

 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Supervisor Robert McKeon 

moved to approve the resolution as read.  

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 

 

2017 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

Supervisor McKeon explained that they’ve discussed grants in conjunction with a CDBG.  Grant 

applications are due in October and we are required to hold a public hearing for ideas.  He 

suggested holding that public hearing on September 7 to solicit input from the community. We 

can apply for a maximum of $100,000.   

Councilman Colgan read the resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #78 

 

 RE:  ESTABLISHING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE 2017 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION 

 

 On a motion of Councilman Harry Colgan seconded by Councilman James Ross moved 

to hold the public hearing on September 7, 2016 at 7:50 p.m. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 

 

DISCUSSION – GREENWAY GRANT IDEAS - UPDATE ROAD SPECIFICATIONS 

Supervisor McKeon commented that we’ve been discussing updating our road specifications.  

The application deadline is September 9.  A resolution can be drafted for our September 7 

meeting.  Greenplan will prepare the grant for free.  He asked for comments. 

   

DISCUSSION – ZONING – R1.5, I – ANNANDALE 

Supervisor McKeon said that another discussion item is a request from Bard College who 

acquired more property.  Would it make sense to consider moving the line of Institutional district 



to reflect those lots that they acquired?  He’s looking for feedback from them and the Board can 

discuss it at the September meeting. 

   

REPORTS 

Planning Board – They continued to review a lot line alteration, a proposal to subdivide a 29.64 

acre parcel into three lots, a site plan application to demolish an existing building and construct a 

new building at a nursery school, granted conditional final approval for a site plan and major 

subdivision, granted extensions of conditional approval to a site plan and special permit 

application to construct an addition to a restaurant, reviewed the proposed Town Local Law H 

amending Section 143-49.2 entitled “Open Space Incentive Zoning”, approved the LWRPCD 

and provided a positive recommendation on the proposed law.  They acknowledged the 

resignation of member Brian Walker. 

ZBA – July 25 special meeting -granted the Town Lead Agency status regarding purchase of 

parcels.  August 10 meeting – review of appeal for an area variance, set public hearing for the 

appeal on September 14. 

Building/Zoning – Report for the period of July 18 – August 16:  35 permits issued, 44 

inspections, 25 CO/CC’s, 3 complaints, $5456.00 in revenue collected. 

Red Hook Police Department –July report showed 79 total incidents, 6 arrests, and 30 tickets 

issued. 

Water Department – July report:  Bard College is on Town water starting July 29, well pumped a 

little higher than normal, Well 1 rehab was successful, testing for chemicals are within normal 

range.  Working on Alder St. hydrant, 6 outstanding work orders, vines were cut and removed 

from pump house, curb stop on Aspinwall is going to be repaired by VRI, water meters with high 

usage numbers will be tested for accuracy.  The 2016/17 work items list includes ROW clearing, 

tree removal, fence repair, walls inside pump house need repair, some walls need replacement, 

and water tank inspection. 

Recreation Commission – August 8 report: preparing for fall work, pickle tennis has developed, 

the summer recreation program season is ended, a safety inspection was done, working on tennis 

courts and are presently repairing the baseball infields.   

Senior Services Committee – July report: Continued discussion regarding outreach to senior 

citizens. Vicki Perry forwarded a list of 2000 seniors who are registered voters that contain 

names, addresses, phone numbers and some e-mail addresses that can be used for outreach 

purposes.  Dawn Jardine, Asst. to Director of RHPL, gave an overview of senior programming at 

the library. The committee discussed ways to assist in outreach for library programming. 

Intermunicipal Task Force –August 15 report shows they met once and continued review of the 

proposed report on drive-thru and formula businesses.  They continue discussion of the uses 

allowed under current zoning in the Hamlet Business District, B-1, in the Hamlet of Upper Red 

Hook and what, if any, changes could be considered. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Supervisor McKeon shared the following correspondence: 

-NYS Dept. of Taxation & Finance sent word that the Town established a final equalization rate 

of 100% 

-CAC is contemplating having Red Hook becoming a clean energy community.  There are steps 

to take in addition to the ones they’ve already taken.  He referred to a handout they provided. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Supervisor McKeon opened for comments. 

Linda Keeling informed the Town that the Hudson Valley Farmers Market is opened daily from 

9 – 5.  She said the site plan and resolution specify just Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  She also 

complained about excessive signage and the lack of handicapped parking at the market. 

Supervisor McKeon suggested she email the Code Enforcement officer. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 On a motion of Supervisor McKeon seconded by Councilperson Imboden moved to go 

into executive session at 8:50 p.m. to discuss matters in pending litigation. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

   

 



 On a motion of Supervisor McKeon seconded by Councilman Ross moved to adjourn the 

executive session. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

 On a motion of Supervisor McKeon seconded by Councilperson Imboden moved to 

adjourn the meeting. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

        Sue McCann, Town Clerk 


