
RED HOOK TOWN BOARD MEETING 

September 7, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 

convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  Present : Supervisor Robert McKeon 

    Councilman James Ross  

    Councilman Harry Colgan    

    Councilman William O’Neill  

    Councilperson Sarah Imboden    

    Town Clerk Sue McCann     

  Also Present:  Attorney for the Town Christine Chale 

   

Supervisor McKeon called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

The Supervisor’s report dated August 31, 2016 was read as follows:  Opening balance - $4,546, 

835.84; Receipts - $432,127.34; Disbursed - $456,597.69; Balance - $4,522,365.49 

 

 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to approve the 

Supervisor’s report as read. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 

 

The Board reviewed budget adjustments in the General A Fund, General B Fund, Highway DB 

Fund and Water Works O&M Fund. 

 

 On a motion of Councilperson Imboden seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to 

approve the budget adjustments. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 

 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s report for the period August 1 – August 31, 2016 was read as follows:  

Amount remitted to the Supervisor $1,494.46; Amount remitted to NYS Ag. & Markets - $71.00; 

Amount remitted to NYS Dept. of Health - $135.00; Amount remitted to NYS DEC - $3,061.34; 

Total State, County & Local revenue - $4,761.80. 

 

 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to approve 

the Town Clerk’s report. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Adoption of Local Law H (Proposed) of 2016 Regarding Open Space Incentive Zoning 

Town Clerk Sue McCann read the public hearing notice.   

Supervisor McKeon opened the public hearing for comments.  There were none. 

 

 On a motion of Councilman Ross seconded by Councilman Colgan moved to close the 

public hearing. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Supervisor McKeon announced the following: 

-Hardscrabble Day is on September 17 

-Scenic Hudson is holding a Farmland Bike Tour on September 17 

-Upper Rt.9G study group will meet at 6 p.m. on September 21 at Town Hall 



-Catch-A-Rae – September 25. Registration runs from 7:30 – 9 a.m.at the High School 

-Miles for Mac – October 8, 10 a.m. at Mill Road School 

-Arts Mid Hudson has grant money for local artists.  Deadline is November 15. 

-Workshop on September 21 in Hyde Park about flood resiliency 

 

RESOLUTION – GREENWAY GRANT TO UPDATE TOWN OF RED HOOK 

HIGHWAY SPECIFICATIONS 

Supervisor McKeon referred to the Boards discussion about updating the highway specifications. 

A grant would allow us to get started.  Ted Fink, Greenplan, prepared the resolution requesting 

up to $10,000. 

Councilman O’Neill read the resolution. 

  

RESOLUTION 2016 #79 

 

 RE:  APPROVING APPLICATION TO THE HUDSON RIVER VALLEY 

GREENWAY FOR A GRANT UNDER THE GREENWAY COMMUNITIES GRANT 

PROGRAM 

 

 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan 

moved to approve the resolution as read. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 

 

Councilperson Imboden asked if the update includes traffic calming. 

Supervisor McKeon told her it does. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

2017 Community Development Block Grant Application 

Town Clerk McCann read the public hearing notice. 

Supervisor McKeon opened the public hearing.  The Board has discussed applying for funds 

toward the Recreation Park Challenger Field and he asked for feedback. 

Linda Keeling agrees that the Challenger Field is a good idea, but she reminded the Board that 

St. Margaret’s Home is used and is not handicapped accessible.  She suggested adding parking, 

access to the first floor and an accessible bathroom. 

Supervisor McKeon asked if there were any other comments.  There were none. 

 

 On a motion of Councilman O’Neill seconded by Councilman Ross moved to close the 

public hearing. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

Councilman O’Neill read the resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #80 

 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

2017 DUTCHESS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

 

 On a motion of Councilman William O’Neill seconded by Councilman James Ross 

moved to approve the resolution to apply for the grant for the Challenger Field project in the 

amount of up to $200,000. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 

 

Supervisor McKeon explained why the amount applied for is up to $200,000. 

Councilperson Imboden asked about the project costs. 

Supervisor McKeon said the total cost is $529,000, and we applied for other smaller grants to go 

toward it. 

Councilman Colgan would like to see at least one piece of the field be usable. 



Councilperson Imboden likes Linda Keeling’s idea about making St. Margaret’s Home 

accessible. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Supervisor McKeon opened for comments. 

Linda Keeling asked the Town to consider porous paving in the future.  Bard College uses it and 

water filters through the pavement. 

Supervisor McKeon explained the reason the Town Hall parking lot is blacktopped.  We have to 

balance the ability to cleanup any type of spill that might occur and there are drains and catch 

basins on the property.  Water doesn’t leave the property, it gets filtered down below.  We have 

the ability to catch a spill and maintain the water on site. 

Chris Klose brought up the issue of Echo Valley paving.  He commented that it is a disaster 

environmentally, historically and aesthetically.  According to Mr. Klose it is unsafe.  Today 

alone he was driving along at about 25 miles an hour and someone started blinking their lights 

and honking their horn at him.  When the other driver got to the newer section the driver sped 

off.  This is a country road.  It is a walking and biking road.  Another issue is that Historic Red 

Hook just learned about the Coast Guard’s proposal to put in 10 new anchorages in the Hudson 

River.  He spoke about a pipeline that crosses underneath the Hudson, and the trains running 

along the river.  This is a chance for Historic Red Hook to write a letter in opposition of the 

Coast Guard’s proposal. It would be an historic disaster. 

 

ZONING – R 1.5, I –ANNANDALE 

Supervisor McKeon brought up the issue of zoning in Annandale.  There is a line that separates 

institutions and 1.5 acre zones.  Many of the southern properties were acquired by Bard College 

over the years and for a few reasons, it would make sense to contemplate a zoning line change 

between those two zoning districts.  He spoke to many property owners, some not interested in 

rezoning to institutional because they would lose out on the opportunity to subdivide those 

properties.  He asked the Board to think about this zoning change along with others.  If the Board 

is in agreement he will prepare SEQRA documents for the next meeting.   

Councilman O’Neill asked if we got anything from Bard College. We need some kind of 

documentation addressed to the Town Board about what they’d like. 

Councilperson Imboden would also like something from them for public record. 

Supervisor McKeon asked them to submit that to him but we haven’t received it yet.  Should we 

pursue this for our next meeting? 

Councilman O’Neill won’t be at the next meeting and stated that he would want to study what 

Bard has in mind.  He would need until October. 

Supervisor McKeon will try to coordinate the zoning issues for the first meeting in October 11, 

and hopefully we will get all of the zoning issues taken care of all at once.  He asked Councilmen 

Ross and Colgan what they thought. 

Councilman Ross said it makes sense to allow them to be a little more flexible being in the 

institutional zone. 

Councilman Colgan said this is a convenience to Bard and has little or no impact on anyone else. 

 

LOCAL LAW H – OPEN SPACE INCENTIVE ZONING 

Supervisor McKeon reviewed pages 3 and 4, Section D of the incentive zoning provisions.  We 

were asked to look at phasing in developments.  He has no suggestions but asked the Board to 

look at some deficiencies and reviewed them.  He asked the Board to consider if they want to 

leave some of these in the code. 

Councilman O’Neill asked if this is the language in the current law. 

Attorney Chale said that language has not changed.  It is how it exists today. 

Councilman O’Neill would like to hear something from our Planner first. 

 

TAP GRANT AVAILABILITY 

Supervisor McKeon provided information to the Board. The deadline for the grant is next month.  

We are potentially able to submit to either one of the two programs available.  We might want to 

consider a multi model path from Route 199 at the high school to Meadow Drive. It might be a 

way to connect residential neighborhoods to the Village.  He asked the Board their thought about 

constructing a way for those neighborhoods to get to the Village. 

Councilperson Imboden said there is a lot about the project that makes it difficult to accomplish 

with smaller grants. It is a great opportunity and she feels we should apply for it.  



Councilman Colgan believes we should get a trail or a sidewalk at Rte. 199 all the way to 9G 

with a crossing that gets us to Bard. 

 

COAST GUARD PROPOSAL – HUDSON RIVER ANCHORAGES  

Supervisor McKeon said that the Coast Guard requested permanent dockings up and down the 

Hudson River. This proposal is to institutionalize ten new locations, 43 barges, including some 

across the river from us.  That proposal alone is for 279 acres, it consumes quite bit of the river.  

He referred to a map provided to the Board.   

Councilman Colgan didn’t think there were any anchorages above Kingston.  He discovered 

them recently.   

Supervisor McKeon pointed out the locations.  The concern is the bakken crude oil the barges 

hold.  Concerns are quality of life, and tourism.   He and the Town of Rhinebeck Supervisor 

were asked to draft a letter of opposition. 

Councilman Ross asked the purpose of the anchorages. 

Supervisor McKeon said there’s been a build out from the ports of Albany and Newburgh.  More 

and more crude is coming from the Dakotas in anticipation of the ban on exporting oil being 

lifted.  The application said it is for long term anchorage. This is a reindustrialization of the river.  

Some communities along the river get their drinking water from the river.  The public comment 

period was to conclude tonight but there was so much opposition they continued the public 

comment period for another 90 days.  

The Board feels a strong letter of opposition should be sent. 

 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ADDENDUM TO ARCHITECTURAL/CONSULTANT 

INSPECTION SERVICES CONTRACT - PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

Supervisor McKeon explained that we are at the stage where we have to hire an engineer for 

services.  Hudson Valley Engineering Services was awarded the work to do the design.  Now we 

have to award the second phase of the work.  The initial project estimates were reviewed.  We 

have to make some adjustments so that we fall under the total original estimate.  We have to 

approve the addendum to the contract. 

Councilman O’Neill questioned what they’ve done so far, and who is in charge of that? 

Councilwoman Imboden explained that representatives of the Town, Ann Conway is one of our 

project managers, Brenda Cagle, Councilman Colgan, Supervisor McKeon, and herself 

Supervisor McKeon said we are very happy with their work so far and their design.  We don’t 

have to go out to bid again. 

Attorney Chale explained that pricing is based on the DOT reviewed and audited salary levels in 

regard to federal levels.  She explained further.   

Councilman O’Neill hasn’t seen any construction bids go out. 

Supervisor McKeon explained design comes first.  Our needs and criteria have been met.  

Councilman O’Neill thinks a memorandum should have been sent to the Town Board members. 

Councilperson Imboden asked about the flashing beacons at crosswalks.   

Supervisor McKeon hasn’t heard but the list of outstanding issues are very small including that. 

Attorney Chale suggested bringing the contract documents to the Board before it goes out to bid. 

Councilman O’Neill wants to see independent documentation that things are being done right 

otherwise the project could get way out of control. 

Supervisor McKeon said it won’t get out of control, they’ve been meeting regularly.  Someone 

will be on site during the four months of the construction and will be here in Town Hall. 

Attorney Chale explained the reason for the addendum. It saves time of re-writing the contract. 

Councilman Ross read the resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #81 

 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF RED HOOK TO AWARD AN 

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING CONSULTANT AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION 

INSPECTION SERVICES (ROUTE 9 PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS) PROJECT NO. 

8761.24 IN THE TOWN OF RED HOOK 

 

 On a motion of Councilman James Ross seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan moved 

to accept the proposal of Hudson Valley Engineering Associates, P.C. for Construction 

Inspection Services, with a maximum amount of $106,000. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 



BUDGET MEETINGS SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 

Supervisor McKeon told the Board that Budget Officer Rose Rider has been meeting with our 

department heads.  We are ahead of schedule and we need to set aside dates for the Board to 

review the budget.  The tentative budget has to be available for the Town Clerk by September 

30, and the Town Clerk presents it to the Town Board on October 5.  He suggested holding two 

meetings.  A public hearing will take place in November. 

After discussion the Board set October 5th at 7 p.m. and October 13 at 7:30 p.m. for budget 

review. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Supervisor McKeon shared the following correspondence: 

-Change in court dates for November and December will be posted on the website 

-Thank you from the Dutchess County Executive for the “Think Differently” resolution 

-Community Action in Red Hook looking for support for their events on 9/30 and 10/1. 

-“Rebuilding Together” fundraiser on September 22 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Supervisor McKeon opened for comments. 

Linda Keeling referred to the Haddad property in Annandale.  What is the present zoning for that 

property and if it is changed will we lose out on taxes? 

Supervisor McKeon explained that a change in zoning has no tax implications, it just is change 

in use.  The uses under institutional includes single family residents.  It gives Bard opportunity to 

expand and it could be used as a residence.   

 

ATTORNEY CLIENT 

 

 On a motion of Supervisor McKeon seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to go into 

Attorney Client at 9:20 p.m. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

 On a motion of Councilperson Imboden seconded by Councilman O’Neill moved to 

adjourn Attorney Client at 9:54 p.m. and resume the Town Board meeting. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

RESOLUTION 2016 #82 

 

 RE:  AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF ARTICLE 7 PROCEEDING WITH M.K. 

LEVY PROPERTIES, LLC f/k/a LEVY & HOURIHAN PROPERTIES, LLC 

 

 On a motion of Councilperson Sarah Imboden seconded by Councilman Harry Colgan 

moved to approve the resolution. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

Copy attached 

 

 On  motion of Councilman Colgan seconded by Councilman Ross moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:58 p.m. 

 Adopted Ayes 5 McKeon, Ross, Colgan, O’Neill, Imboden 

   Nays 0 

 

     

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Sue McCann, Town Clerk 

 

 


