
 
 

TOWN OF RED HOOK BOARD MEETING 
September 19, 2006 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County, New York was 
convened in public session at the Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red Hook, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Present:  Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump 
       Councilman James Ross 
       Councilwoman Sue Crane 
       Councilwoman Jean Bordewich 
       Councilman Harold Ramsey 
       Town Clerk Susan McCann 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Proposed local law establishing a Community Preservation Fund and Advisory Board.  The 
public hearing notice was read aloud by Supervisor Blum Bump, along with a summary of Local 
Law #6, which establishes a Community Preservation Fund and creates a Community 
Preservation Fund Advisory Board, as authorized by Chapter 443 of the Laws of 2006.  The 
Supervisor opened the hearing for public comment at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Robert McKeon, Chair of the Agricultural and Open Space Advisory Committee: Thanked the 
Board and the people of Red Hook who were involved in getting this local authorization passed.  
Preservation requires funding and this will be an additional funding source to help Red Hook 
accomplish its preservation goals.  Noted that the Preservation Fund will not only receive monies 
through transfer fees, but can also receive direct donations that will be used for specific purposes 
outlined in the law.   
 
Carri Watkins Bates, Scenic Hudson:  The Community Preservation Fund offers a unique 
opportunity to implement another tool for preserving and protecting farmland and open spaces.  
Red Hook has been a leader on a lot of these issues, not only in the region but statewide, as well.  
Commended the Board for being proactive on this issue. 
 
Jeff Ackerly:  In favor of protection of open space and, in some cases, agricultural preservation.  
Concerned with the funding of this proposal as well as the composition of the advisory 
committee.  It should consist of a broad spectrum of participants so that it is not biased or 
motivated by self-interest, as some committees have seemed in the past.  When looking at the 
criteria for the preservation of open space and agricultural land, all the characteristics of the 
property need to be examined so that decisions can be made objectively, based on hard fact--they 
should not be arbitrary or political.  Suggests that the Advisory Committee include, for example, 
an engineer, a soil scientist, a planner, etc. to ensure that the right decision will be made, should 
the Community Preservation Fund and Advisory Board go forward. 
 
Douglas Moat:  Also believes the Fund will be an additional tool to use for preserving open 
lands.  Has several general concerns, though:  The law provides that the Fund can borrow 
money, but there is no indication as to how much money can be borrowed, how it will be limited, 
who will guarantee those funds, what effect, if any, it would have on taxes in the community, etc.  
Surprised to learn agricultural land would be exempt.  If it is sold for agricultural purposes, it 
should be exempt; but if it is not sold for agricultural purposes, why shouldn't it be taxed?  Also, 
is all of the proposed agricultural reserve exempt from the tax?  Additionally, why did we elect 
2%?  That's the state's limit.  There are other examples around the state where they have chosen 
to fund their programs with something less than 2%.  Warwick, for example, uses .75%, to a 
$100,000.  We should look at some of these things with specificity. 
 
Paul Vosburgh:  Opposed to enactment of this law for several reasons.  First, the borrowing of 
$3.5 million for development rights was approved by town residents in 2003.  Today, $2 million 
of that money remains unspent.  The purpose of this law seems to be very similar to the purchase 



of development rights.  If the money already borrowed can't be spent, why acquire more?  
Second, there's a lack of information regarding specific projects that would be developed with 
the funds derived from the enactment of this law.  Without value-specific projects it's just an 
open checkbook; therefore, is opposed to enactment of this law. 
 
Charles Laing, member of Planning Board & Intermunicipal Task Force:  Commends the Board 
for looking at this proposal; a lot of work has gone into it.  It would be a very useful tool for the 
Town.  A lot is being done in Red Hook as far as farmland and open space preservation, and this 
Fund speaks to the awareness that more needs to be done and a planned effort is needed.  At the 
community meetings held there was discussion of the tools used for planning the future growth 
of Red Hook.  A lot of those tools will benefit from having the Community Preservation Fund as 
a component. 
 
Town Supervisor Blum Bump then reads into the record a memorandum to the Town Board from 
Brenda Cagle, Chair of the Conservation Advisory Council.  It is dated September 19, 2006, is 
regarding the Real Estate Transfer Tax and reads as follows: 
 

Concerning the Public hearing to be held tonight, the CAC strongly supports the 
real estate transfer tax with revenues obtained to be deposited in a Community 
Preservation Fund.  This is an opportunity to supplement our current land preservation 
tools.  It provides another source of revenue to compensate those who choose to sell 
development rights and has no effect on most of our residents. 

 
Robert McKeon:  Agricultural lands must have an easement on them for a period of not less than 
eight years to be assessed for a real estate transfer fee.  The Advisory Board has very specific 
language in this measure that requires that the majority of the members be made up of 
individuals with land preservation backgrounds and at least one active farmer.  The drafters of 
these proposals wanted to have persons familiar with the types of conservation efforts that will 
hopefully be achieved with this measure.  Although Warwick did choose to use a lower 
percentage, it is applied to almost all home sale transactions.  At public hearings in the past, a 
desire was indicated for this fee to have little or no effect on people who buy more affordable 
housing.  The fee does not apply to the median sales price, or below in the county of Dutchess.  
It only applies to that amount that is above the median sales price.  This tool is not similar to the 
PDR.  The PDR program has many thresholds that need to be met, not the least of which is that 
there needs to be a matching partner for 50% of the funds.  In the Community Preservation Fund, 
that may not be necessary.  The reason that funds have not been spent in the PDR program is 
that, in general, it takes a great deal of time.  It takes a minimum of a year to get one of those 
applications through, and sometimes as much as three years.  There are a number of applications 
in the works. 
 
Paul Fredricks:  If someone buys a home for $600,000 and sells it for $550,000, would they still 
have to pay the real estate transfer tax? 
 
Chris Chale, Town Attorney:  Yes, tax would be paid on the difference between the sale price 
and the median price. 
 
Councilman Ramsey asked, is it correct that the buyer, not the seller, would pay the tax? 
 
Attorney Chale:  There's a provision in the law that says if for some reason the buyer doesn't pay 
the tax the seller is responsible for it.  But the real estate transaction is specifically set up so that 
the buyer is responsible for the payment of the tax. 
 
Harry Colgan:  In favor of this program.  As a member of the Intermunicipal Task Force has 
been rather involved is this type of thing.  This addresses two of the biggest issues in this town.  
One is property taxes and this is property tax positive; reduces the load on our schools, the 
greatest element in our property taxes.  The second is sprawl, over-development.  This fund 
addresses that issue as well. 
 
Marc Molinaro:  Supports the Community Preservation Act, stresses the importance of 
forwarding the proposal to the public for a referendum, especially given the effort that has gone 
into its adoption at the legislative level.  The public should have the chance to vote on it in its 
entirety.  After serving on the Intermunicipal Task Force for 18 months it has become clear that 
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the only way to adequately preserve open space is to insure that those owning lands that may be 
preserved don't lose the value or at least don't lose their investment.  One way to be sure that 
happens is that the Town has in its quiver this arrow that will allow for additional spending to 
buy the development rights for land in its entirety.  That way, landowners don't lose their 
investment and/or value.  This would further the Town's efforts to be equitable and fair in the 
preservation of open space, and a reasonable means for accomplishing its goal. 
 
On a motion by Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman Ross move to close the public 
hearing at 7:37 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
 
Proposed local law imposing a two percent real estate transfer tax, the revenues of which to be 
used by the Community Preservation Fund.  The public hearing notice was read aloud by 
Supervisor Blum Bump.  The Supervisor opened the hearing for public comment at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Robert McKeon: This tool is about sharing the burden of accomplishing preservation in Red 
Hook.  So far, 12 farms in the Town of Red Hook have been protected.  The taxpayer has only 
participated in two of those farms, contributing 50% of the cost.  Over 12 projects, they have 
contributed the equivalent of funding only one of those projects.  In dollar terms, the average 
parkland contributed something like $25 over the history of our PDR program towards 
preservation.  By saving that significant amount of acres (well over 1,000) we saved ourselves a 
tremendous amount of money in school taxes and also community services. This is now an 
opportunity for newcomers to Red Hook to make an investment in our community.  Sharing the 
burden is important and will help us get the job done for the people of Red Hook. 
 
Councilwoman Sue Crane thanked State Senator Saland for his hard work.  She noted that all 
three bodies of state government--the senate, house and governor's office--are supporting Red 
Hook's right to do this.  Asked that everyone look at this very carefully, pointing out it is not the 
Board's desire to add additional taxes to the system, but to tax the people who can best afford to 
pay and relieve the people who can least afford to pay. 
 
On a motion by Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman Ramsey move to close the 
public hearing at 7:45 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
 
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
Supervisor Blum Bump opened the business meeting at 7:50 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Supervisor read an announcement about the Intermunicipal Task Force community meeting 
scheduled for September 28, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the Red Hook Fire House.  The meeting is 
entitled, "Red Hook Centers and Green Space Plan:  The Tools." 
 
Councilwoman Jean Bordewich announced that Red Hook has received a second award from the 
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada.  The Association 
will present Supervisor Blum Bump with a certificate of recognition for budget presentation. She 
noted that the Board also recognizes Deborah Marks, the Assistant Budget Officer and Business 
Manager, for all of her hard work.  The Councilwoman also thanked all the department heads for 
putting together their budgets and keeping them "tight" so that town taxes go up very little, if at 
all. 
 
Debbie Marks stated that Ted Eglit, the town's CPA and auditor, extends his congratulations to 
Supervisor Blum Bump for receiving the award. The Supervisor stated that Mr. Eglit should be 
given thanks, as well. 
 
Supervisor's Report:  The Supervisor's monthly statement, dated August 31, 2006 was read as 
follows:  Opening Balance - $2,493,887.28; Receipts - $452,605.97; Disbursed - $642,925.40; 
Balance - $2,303,567.85 (copy attached).  Town Board approved budget adjustments in the 
General A Fund:  Reduced the following appropriations by $360.00 - Rec Park Garage.  Total 
reduced appropriations - $360.00.  Other appropriations were increased $21,117.00.  The offset 
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to the Appropriated Fund Balance was an increase of $20,757.00.  In the General B Fund the 
increase in appropriations was $33,155.00.  The offset to the Appropriated Fund Balance was 
$33,155.00.  In the Highway DB Fund the increase in appropriations was $12,870.00.  The offset 
to the Appropriated Fund Balance was $12,870.00. 
 
Councilman Ramsey asks what are the assessor's and the Attorney General's changes?  The 
Supervisor responds that $360 was used for the Assessor to attend some conferences and 
Assessor's School.  The Attorney General refers to the Town Attorney.  Extra monies were added 
to the budget based on projected use of the attorney.  The Councilman then asks for an 
explanation for the increase for the Building Inspector and attorney consultant services.  
Business Manager Deb Marks explains that for the Building Inspector, that is for reimbursement 
of COC.  The attorney consultant line should be sufficient until the end of the year. 
 
On a motion of Councilman Ramsey, seconded by Councilwoman Crane move to accept the 
Supervisor's Statement as read. 
 Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
 
Town Clerk Monthly Report:  Town Clerk McCann read the monthly report for Aug. 1, 2006 - 
Aug. 31, 2006. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump then opens the floor to public comment. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
Marcus Molinaro, Mayor of Tivoli:  About three years ago the Village of Tivoli discussed the 
creation of a service awards program for volunteer firefighter and emergency response 
personnel.  Tivoli decided to join together with the Red Hook Fire Department's effort which 
was underway to develop a proposal.  Eighteen months ago we asked for the opportunity to 
present the concept to the Town Board.  The Board then asked that the proposal be further 
developed and supported the creation of a committee, to which Councilmen Ramsey and Ross 
where assigned as liaisons.  Councilman Ramsey has asked to have the proposal placed on the 
agenda.  We (Mayor Dave Cohen and I) ask that this be done as quickly as possible.  The hope is 
to present this to the Town Board and proceed to a public referendum.  This has been developed 
over the last two years and there is significant support. 
 
Dave Cohen, Red Hook Village Mayor:  Red Hook is rural and rural areas have volunteer fire 
companies.  There's a gentleman here with over 60 years of service and deserves more than a pat 
on the back.  The volunteers are there to help you when you need it, they go for training 
annually, and all we ask is for a chance to be heard.  Everyone else has been heard, now it is our 
turn. 
 
Jonah Triebwasser:  Wants the Board to consider issuing a resolution of appreciation and thanks 
to the Hardscrabble Day Committee and all of the organizations that contributed to the 
outstanding success of the day.   
 
Claude Potts:  As a senior member of the fire service for Tivoli and Red Hook, wished to state 
how lucky the town is to have a very interested group of young fireman volunteers.  They have 
had training and are professional.  It would be useful to have an incentive to keep these young 
people in the department so that when they are older they will stay involved and take on more 
responsibility. 
 
Linda Keeling, Red Hook:  This was one of the most accessible Hardscrabble Days and the 
committee is intending to make it even better next year. 
 
In response to Mayors Molinaro and Cohen, Councilman Ramsey stated that the Board owes it to 
them to place them on the agenda so that they can present their plan.  Hardscrabble Day was an 
example of another event the volunteers participated in--they're not just fighting fires or 
responding to emergencies.  We owe it to them to hear their proposal. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump said she has not seen any of the newer developments in the plan.  She 
spoke with Chief Hilbrandt after receiving an e-mail and then sent a letter to him.  The 
Supervisor read the Sept. 19, 2006 letter in which she requests documentation regarding 
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proposed benefits for volunteer firefighters. 
 
Marc Molinaro:  Stated that was an unfair characterization of what occurred.  Requested some 
latitude for the two mayors of the centers of the community.  Two years ago a plan was 
submitted which included everything but the specific membership numbers of the Red Hook and 
Tivoli Fire Departments.... (Supervisor Blum Bump interrupts to ask, are they sticking to that 
same plan.  This was followed by general discussion of who was sent copies of the plan, who 
should be contacted about the plan, why the plan could not be heard at the current meeting, etc.) 
 
Dave Cohen:  Marc and I have both sent you (the Supervisor) joint letters, and have had no 
response.  That's the crux of the problem. Eighteen months ago the proposal was presented and 
should have been acted upon accordingly.   Everything else seems to get acted upon, and we are 
just as important a part of the community as everything else.  (Supervisor Blum Bump agrees 
that they are important.) 
 
Councilwoman Bordewich stated that a specific timetable is needed for everyone.  The Board 
has to look at any changes that have been made or new information in the last 18 months and 
needs to see it ahead of time.  She has reviewed the plan and it is fairly complicated.  The Board 
should get advance materials so that it is prepared for the meeting.  A workshop also needs to be 
scheduled so that there is a specific date to move toward.   
 
Councilman Ramsey said two weeks ago he asked that the fire companies be allowed to come in 
and present this plan, with the updates to it.  There are many important things on the agenda, but 
the volunteers are important, too.  We should be able to allow ten minutes for them to present 
their plan. 
 
Councilwoman Bordewich indicated she would like a serious meeting of several hours and we 
need to set it up. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump noted that Councilman Ramsey asked that it be placed on tonight's 
agenda, but that agenda was full.  The intention is to have a workshop devoted entirely to the 
firemen's proposal.  Before that workshop, the materials need to be reviewed by the Board. 
 
Marc Molinaro:  Give us a date and we will provide the documentation so that the Board has 
adequate time to review it.   
 
There was general discussion about October 18 as a possible date.  Councilwoman Crane asks if 
the revised plan can be given to the Board by October 3rd, and was told yes by Marc Molinaro. 
 
On a motion of Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilman Ramsey move to set a special 
Town Board workshop meeting on October 18, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. for the purpose of discussing 
the fireman's benefit package. 
 Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
 
As there were no further comments, Supervisor Blum Bump closed the public comment portion 
of the meeting. 
 
HIGHWAY SPECIFICATIONS 
Town Attorney Chale noted a meeting was scheduled for Sept. 20 with the Highway 
Superintendent, Greenplan Michelle Greig, Councilman Ramsey and possibly Jay Trapp, to 
review the final draft. 
 
PROPOSAL REGARDING RED HOOK TOWN AQUIFER AND WELLHEAD 
PROTECTION 
Supervisor Blum Bump described the need to make a decision soon on this proposal for 
groundwater capacity and planning analysis from Russell Urban Meade at The Chazen 
Companies.  The Intermunicipal Task Force asked for a response from the Board as quickly as 
possible, given that the information the proposed project would provide would be needed for, 
and would effect, planned development.  Councilwoman Bordewich shared an article from the 
August 2006 issue of the newsletter, The Folchetti Overview, entitled "The Increasing Impact of 
Water Issues on Land Development."  The article described the shifting attitudes in planning and 
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zoning toward water, as well as how regulations with integrated water, storm water and waste 
water management are starting to be looked at (and probably implemented over the next 10 
years) in quite a few areas.  Attorney Chale stated that the issue with the proposal is if its scope 
meets the Town's needs.  Supervisor Blum Bump explained that the Intermunicipal Task Force 
needs to provide the engineering firm with the numbers of the proposed build-out and 
engineering will tell us if the water supply can meet the needs of the proposed build-out and 
what effect that development would have on the recharging of the wells that are in the southwest 
quadrant of town.  They are asking for this specifically because they need this information to 
determine if it is sound planning locate the Town center where they will be proposing it be 
located.  The county, state and the two municipalities have all been involved.  Councilwoman 
Crane stated that she had only just received the information today and had not had time to review 
it.  Believes Hank Van Parys should also review it and give his assessment.   Councilwoman 
Bordewich notes that usually for anything over $3,000 the Town solicits bids; will the Town be 
sharing the costs of this project with the two villages?  Supervisor Blum Bump responds that this 
has been run by the Town's purchasing agent and that the villages have not yet been asked 
because the exact costs are not yet known.  She also noted that there are some cases where the 
$3,000 limit does not apply; for example this engineer has already done so much of the research 
himself--that translates to a savings for the Town.  Councilwoman Bordewich then noted that if 
the Town will be going with this proposal, it would not be fair to ask other people to put in the 
time and effort to prepare a quote, but does want to comply with the Town's purchasing 
regulations.  Councilman Ramsey stated that when securing professional services the town has 
the option to go with a single bidder, knowing that they have unique qualifications for the task.  
The Supervisor asked that at the next meeting the Board vote on whether or not to hire Russell 
Urban Meade to conduct these studies.  The time remaining on the moratorium is ticking away 
and the Intermunicipal Task Force needs this information.  Councilwoman Crane reiterated that 
Hank Van Parys needs to be brought into this process.  Councilwoman Bordewich suggested that 
he provide the Board with something in writing, or come to a meeting.  Councilman Ross 
indicated that the Intermunicipal Task Force was working before the moratorium and will be 
working after it; there is no need to push this through just because of the moratorium.  Supervisor 
Blum Bump asks Attorney Chale to walk the Board through the fee and time schedule.  Attorney 
Chale noted that although this is the first time she is looking at it, she assumes that the aquifer 
and water budget analysis will be done first.  Based on that there will be a decision on which 
expansion options to look at, and based on that, wellhead protection will be analyzed.  There are 
steps involved here and it looks like they are estimates.  There doesn't appear to be an hourly rate 
indicated.  Councilman Ramsey pointed out that the expansion and wellhead protection numbers 
were open-ended and would ask that it be closed prior to the vote.   He also said that if the two 
villages were approached to share the costs of this study, the Village of Tivoli probably would 
not have a vested interested in the aquifer study, but they might have an interest in wellhead 
protection.  This should be broken down in such a way that the villages will see a gain on their 
end, thus making it more feasible they will buy in to it.  Supervisor Blum Bump pointed out that 
representatives of the villages attend the weekly Intermunicipal Task Force meetings, so the 
villages are aware of it.  Also, both the Villages of Red Hook and Tivoli have their wells in the 
Town of Red Hook; we must think of ourselves as one community--it's all interdependent when 
it comes to water.  Councilwoman Crane said she has already forwarded the Chazen proposal to 
Hank Van Parys.  Harry Colgan said the Town has a planned water resource located between two 
ridges.  Once drained, it's all gone.  At some point, if too much water is taken out of the aquifer, 
septic systems will begin to seep into the aquifer.  The town needs to protect its wells, and 
therefore its wellheads, and be sure there is adequate water for any proposals made.  
 
FARMLAND PROTECTION COMMITTEE:  DISCUSSION OF APPLICATION 
INCLUDING RAGNOR FARMS AND POSSIBLE SETTING OF PUBLIC HEARING 
DATE.  (Note:  Due to ties to the farm, Councilwoman Crane recuses herself and leaves the 
room for the duration of this discussion.)  Supervisor Blum Bump reads into the record a memo 
from Mary Ann Johnson, Chairperson of the Farmland Protection Committee (this memo is 
attached to and made part of this record).  In summary, the memo describes the committee's 
review process and notes that it unanimously recommends funding of each of the applications 
and urges the Board to act quickly on them.  Robert McKeon then provides an overview of the 
PDR Program process, pointing out that it can take nearly a year to complete and process an 
application.  Rich Biezynski indicates the location of the farms on the Town Zoning Map.  The 
farms represent a total of approximately 358 acres, 260 of which are represented by five farms 
north of Tivoli.  Carrie Watkins Bates of Scenic Hudson notes that they have been involved in 
these applications since May 2005, working with the five farms north of Tivoli.  These farms are 
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contiguous with Clermont State Park; have considerable road frontage; 90% of the soils are 
prime or of statewide significance; and, Scenic Hudson views these acres as prime candidates for 
farmland protection.  Scenic Hudson's board has approved funding to be a partner on this project, 
the next step in moving forward is for the Town Board to the project.   Councilwoman 
Bordewich says that she asked for this to be on the agenda not only because the Farmland 
Protection Committee completed its review last week, or the fact that Mead Orchards has already 
received state funding, but also because one of the owners of these farms called several board 
members to say there would be financial hardship if the board was to wait until the moratorium 
is over before it acts. She proposed, for discussion, that a public hearing date be set for some or 
all of the parcels. In particular, she felt two were ready for discussion:  Mead Orchards and 
Ragnor Manor Farm. Supervisor Blum Bump said she will recuse herself when we discuss three 
of those farms, each farm has to have their own public hearing. Councilwoman Bordewich also 
wished to recognize Supervisor Blum Bump and Councilwoman Crane who, although they have 
family interests in some of these farms, have conducted themselves appropriately on this issue 
according to the Town Ethics Committee.  Art Collings of the Dutchess Land Conservancy then 
spoke regarding the Mead application.  He said that once the state made an award of 75% of the 
project budget they sent a contract to Dutchess County (not Red Hook).  That contract is sitting 
with the county legislature until the Town of Red Hook commits to financially participating in 
the project.  The total project cost is $508,678; the award granted by New York State is 
$381,509; half of the local match is $57,335 (the amount being requested from Red Hook) and 
the other half, $57,335, would be requested from Dutchess County.  This would make a total 
local match of $114,670.  Councilman Ramsey asks if the county has guaranteed its match.  Mr. 
Collings responds that a proposal has been submitted and they will be visiting the property.  He 
noted that the program requires town participation in order to have county participation.  
Councilwoman Bordewich asks that if the town commits $57,335, it is helping to protect 82.13 
acres, the total PDR cost of which is $508,678?  Mr.Collings indicates that is correct.   
 
Councilwoman Bordewich moves to set a public hearing date to consider the purchase of 
$57,335 worth of PDR for the Mead Orchard property.  Councilman Ross seconded the motion, 
with discussion about any possible additional costs that may arise.  Mr. Collings recommended 
that the Town go on the proposal for the 50/50 split with the County (the $57,335).  Supervisor 
Blum Bump asks if there is a timeline/deadline to meet for the application.  Mr.Collings says 
there are deadlines to be met in order to avoid losing the state funding.  He will get a precise 
timeline to the Board.  
On a motion of Councilwoman Bordewich, seconded by Councilman Ross move to set a public 
hearing date for the Mead Orchards on October 10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 
 Adopted Ayes 4 Blum Bump, Ross, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
   Recuse 1 Crane 
 
Councilwoman Bordewich asks the status of the Wil Hi Farm.  Robert McKeon responded that 
an application was submitted July 31st to the county, with the assistance of the Dutchess Land 
Conservancy (DLC), requesting a 50% match for the project.  The county encouraged this 
submission.  One issue is that they only have an estimate of the property's value and need to get 
it appraised.  The Town of Red Hook will need to authorize/fund an appraisal, if it so desires.  
Art Collings indicated the DLC will not front the money for the appraisal.  A preliminary 
appraisal would probably cost several thousand dollars.  Councilman Ramsey asked, is there a 
matching partner yet?  Robert McKeon indicated no; however, the county seems to be interested 
in looking at the Mead and Wil Hi properties as a joint project, but first an appraisal needs to be 
completed before the county acts on it.  Art Collings concurred.   
 
There was discussion regarding the five farms north of Tivoli and whether each farm needed to 
be considered separately, or all together as a single proposal. It was determined that they are to 
be considered as five separate applications.  Carrie Watkins Bates of Scenic Hudson stated the 
AgraGate Farm application was the key to the other applications moving forward.  Scenic 
Hudson's next step in working with the landowners is to solidify partner funding from the town.  
The president of Ragnor Manor Farms stated that she has had her application in since June, 2005.  
Wants to keep the property as a farm; her livelihood is dependent upon the agricultural industry. 
Thought this would be just a 15 month project and is now at a crossroads where this has to be 
completed or the property will be developed (has already turned down two offers).  
Councilwoman Bordewich asks why it took the Farmland Protection Committee so long to look 
at the applications.  Robert McKeon responds that working with five separate applications and 
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five landowners, it has taken some time.  There was also some concern regarding the fact that 
one town board member had a minor interest in one of the applications and the Supervisor had 
relatives who have interests in other applications.  That may have contributed to some of the 
slowdown.  Councilwoman Bordewich then asks Carrie Watkins Bates what would happen if 
there is a delay and Ragnor Farm is lost. What effect would that have?  Ms. Watkins Bates stated 
that Scenic Hudson can do all of the projects, but can do none of them if they do not do 
AgraGate Farm.  She then indicated on a map the location of the farms, noting the AgraGate 
(130 acres) was located in the middle.  Councilwoman Bordewich said that is was incredible that 
they were able to get five landowners together to assemble this large parcel.  We owe it to the 
community to preserve the lands.  How do we go forward?  The president of Ragnor Manor 
Farms stated that although he had to leave, Mayor Marcus Molinaro was in favor of this project 
and would be sending a letter of support to the board.   
 
On a motion of Councilwoman Bordewich, seconded by Councilman Ross move to hold a public 
hearing on Ragnor Manor Farm at 7:05 p.m. on October 10, 2006; and Schachat Farm at 7:10 
p.m. on October 10, 2006.  
 Adopted Ayes 4  Blum Bump, Ross, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
   Recuse 1 Crane 
 
Prior to the next motion, Supervisor Blum Bump recuses herself and Councilwoman Sue Crane 
is not present.   
On a motion of Councilwoman Bordewich, seconded by Councilman Ross move to set a public 
hearing for the Anne and Charles Blum property at 7:15 p.m., the Cornelia and Greg Blum 
property at 7:20 p.m., and the AgraGate Farm at 7:25 p.m. on October 10, 2006. 
 Adopted Ayes 3  Ross, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 
   Recuse  Blum Bump, Crane 
   
Following the vote, Robert McKeon commented that one can not ignore the properties that are 
next to the important farmlands if one is going to succeed in protecting agriculture in this 
community. He also pointed out that there is a small group of people trying to suggest that 
certain applications will be funded given who the landowners are.  The Town's PDR program is 
driven by a partner, not the town.  If an applicant does not have a funding partner it can not 
submit an application.  Once an applicant has a partner, obtaining county and state funds is a 
highly competitive process.  Thus, the application must be worthy of consideration, regardless of 
who owns the land. 
(Supervisor Blum Bump and Councilwoman Crane return to the meeting.) 
 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT:  CONTINUING THE ADOPTION PROCESS 
AND POSSIBLE SETTING OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
Town Attorney Chris Chale said that the public hearings at the beginning of the meeting were for 
proposed local laws #6 and #7.  If the Board so chooses, it can now go ahead and consider 
adoption of local law #6, which would create a Community Preservation Fund and a Community 
Preservation Fund Advisory Board. There was general discussion regarding whether or not there 
should be 5 or 7 members on the advisory board and it was determined there will be 7 members. 
 

RESOLUTION 2006 #56 
 

 RE:  Establishment of a Community Preservation Fund and a Community Preservation 
Fund Advisory Board 
 
 On a motion by Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Sue 
Crane, move to adopt Local Law No. 6 of 2006 establishing a Community Preservation Fund and 
creating a Community Preservation Fund Advisory Board, as authorized by Chapter 443 of the 
Laws of 2006 for the purpose of preserving open space, agricultural and historic places within 
the town. 
  Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
    Nays 0 
      Copy Attached 
  
Councilman Ramsey says his understanding is that the funds from this can be used to pay down 
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the PDR monies that have been expended, as well.  This would give the Town double its "bang 
for the buck."  Attorney Chale indicated that may be true in the future, but would not necessarily 
be true for past expenditures unless it was something that would have been approved pursuant to 
the Open Space Plan in the first year or the Community Preservation Plan in a later year. 
Councilman Ramsey commented that he has concerns as to what this money would be used for 
and encourages the formation of the Fund plan as soon as possible.  Regarding the advisory 
committee, he understands the membership criteria and hopes that there will be a broad view 
with regard to the persons appointed to the committee.  Robert McKeon responded that the law is 
clear regarding the composition of the advisory board and is specifically designed to ensure those 
with expertise in this area are the ones making the recommendations as to what should be 
included in this plan.  However, the Town Board, of course, has the final say regarding the 
funding.  Councilman Ramsey clarified that he understood the criteria, but was interested in 
balancing out the board with other community minded persons, too.  Robert McKeon also said 
he believes the law states that the CPF funds can not be used to pay down debt until the 
preservation plan objectives have been accomplished.  Chris Chale disagreed, and read a section 
of the law which clarified that the money could be used to pay down debts consistent with 
effectuating the purposes of the Community Preservation Fund. 
 
 
Local Law #7 (Real Estate Transfer Tax):  Chris Chale reported there was one recommended 
change based on the review of the numerous procedures required for adoption.  Due to the 
change it is necessary to set another public hearing.  For consistency purposes, a change in the 
title of the law was recommended.  It involves omitting the reference to the median price of a 
home (which would be explained in the body of the law).  Another change included changing the 
language regarding the effective date of the law--it will become effective after approval in a 
special election (instead of a general election), the date of which will be determined by the Town 
Board.  
 

RESOLUTION 2006 #57 
 
 RE: Establishing a Date for a Public Hearing Regarding the Adoption by the Town Board 
of the Town of Red Hook of Local Law #7 (proposed) of 2006 relating to a Real Estate Transfer 
Tax for the Community Preservation Fund. 
 
 On a motion of Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Jean 
Bordewich move to set a public hearing date of October 10, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. for the revised 
proposed Local Law #7. 
 Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
   Nays 0 

Copy Attached 
  
Attorney Chale recommends that the Community Preservation Fund Advisory Board be 
appointed as soon as possible.  Supervisor Blum Bump suggests that the Farmland Protection 
Committee, the Ag and Open Space Committee and the CAC submit recommendations to her 
office.  Councilman Ross suggests an ad be placed in the newspaper, with resumes to be sent to 
the Town Clerk.  Supervisor Blum Bump will draft the advertisement. 
 
 
DUTCHESS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE:  RESOLUTION 
ADOPTING NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (NIMS) 
 

RESOLUTION 2006 #58 
 
 RE:  Adoption of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
 
 On a motion by Supervisor Marirose Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Sue 
Crane, move to adopt as public policy of the Town of Red Hook, the NIMS concept of 
emergency planning and unified command and the training of public officials responsible for 
emergency management. 
  Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
    Nays 0 
      Copy Attached 
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ZONING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT:  FEE SCHEDULE AMENDMENT FOR 
FEE FOR TENTS AND OTHER MEMBRANE STRUCTURES 
Councilman Ross reported that he spoke with Bob Fennell and Steve Cole, explaining the 
Board's concerns.  Supervisor Blum Bump read their follow-up memo of September 12, 2006 in 
which they suggested permit fee for smaller backyard party tents was reduced to $15, and the 
permit fee for large events would be $250.  The Supervisor noted that Norman Greig strongly 
objected to the $250 fee. Councilman Ross said that these large tents require a considerable 
amount of the building inspector’s time. There was discussion as to the permit fee for tents up for 
a short duration vs. a long one.  Councilwoman Crane suggested structuring a fee schedule based 
on type of event, number of people involved, number of hours, and number of tents.  Several 
other suggestions were also made.  Noreen Van Valkenburg strongly objected to the tent fee, 
pointing out that many artists put up tents every weekend to sell their work; she herself uses a 
200 sq. ft. tent.  She suggested that those who use tents professionally could attend a certification 
course, for a small fee, to learn about proper set-up and safety issues.  Councilman Ross notes 
that the Fire Code requires permits for tents in excess of 200 sq. ft.  The discussion was then 
tabled until the next workshop. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Highway Department:  Councilman Ramsey reported he spoke with the engineer regarding the 
drainage problem at Glen View Drive and Orlich Road, and visited the site and the homeowner.  
The engineer is drafting a solution to the problem, which the Councilman will review with the 
Highway Superintendent and the homeowner.  Once they approve, he will bring it before the 
board.  He will also be meeting with the Highway Superintendent and the Town Planner to 
review the latest changes in the proposed highway specs and hopes to have them back to the 
Board next month.  
 
Recreation Department:  Councilman Ramsey said that the playground area has been completely 
re-done with all new cushioning material.  The pavilion will need repairs on the ceiling and some 
other areas.  The fencing bids for the tennis courts have come in, and he believes a bid has been 
awarded.  Summer programs are complete and flag football and fall softball will start shortly.  
Councilman Ramsey also gave special thanks to the Rec Committee for participating in 
Hardscrabble Day, especially to the chairman, Doug Strawinski, who was instrumental in getting 
the stage set up for the bands. 
 
Disaster Preparedness:  Councilman Ramsey stated that he is in discussions with Attorney Chale 
about the process of codifying the disaster plan that was finalized earlier this year. 
 
On another issue, Councilman Ramsey indicated that Board resolutions passed last month 
regarding speeding issues on 9G have been passed on to the County Dept. of Public Works and 
Legislator Molinaro. 
 
Building Department:  Councilwoman Bordewich said 24 building permits were issued and 
$4,562 in fees was collected.  The amount of construction was $1,656,060 (estimated); four new 
single-family homes were built.  There were 70 inspections. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals:  Councilman Ross said the ZBA arrived at a decision about the 
Cokertown Rod & Gun Club.   Attorney Chale assisted with the preparation of the findings and 
decision that, essentially, controls the hours of operation and membership.  Attorney Chale stated 
is was determined that the Club had exceeded its existing nonconforming use status and they 
need to move their level of use back to being in conformance with their prior level of use status. 
 
Planning Board:  Councilman Ross noted the PB had met the previous night, at which there was 
a sketch plan discussion and a sketch conference on another proposal. 
 
Purchasing Department:  Councilwoman Crane reported the bids for the tennis court fencing and 
backstops were opened Sept. 11th.  Ted Kudzy has reviewed the bids and will issue a purchase 
order to Red Hook Fence, which was the lowest bidder.  All bidders have since been notified.  
Supervisor Blum Bump stated Ted Kudzy has been working with Laurie Husted on a proposal 
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for electrical work. 
 
Senior Services:  Councilwoman Crane announced that the Office for the Aging Senior Picnic 
will be held Sept. 20th at the Tivoli Rec Center at noon.  The Senior Expo will occur Nov. 10th 
at Red Hook High School at 9:30 a.m.  It is entitled, "Home Care Strategies," and there will be a 
panel discussion, a lecture, and vendors. 
 
Water Department:  No report. 
 
Conservation Advisory Committee:  Councilwoman Bordewich noted they have been working 
very hard on green building standards to propose as part of any zoning changes that the Board 
makes. 
 
Supervisor Blum Bump provided the Board members with the comments of the Ethics Board in 
response to letters. 
 
Dog Control:  Councilwoman Bordewich did not receive a report this month. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Supervisor Blum Bump, seconded by Councilwoman Sue Crane, move to close 
the meeting at 11:00 p.m. 
  Adopted Ayes 5  Blum Bump, Ross, Crane, Bordewich, Ramsey 
    Nays 0 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Susan McCann, Town Clerk 
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