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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: May 18, 2010 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery, and Rosemarie Zengen 

Absent:  Karen Cadorette 

Guest:  Linda Keeling, secretary 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall. 

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 

Minutes:  On p. 2: Eleanor preferred the joke removed. Article 4, the birdhouses are not part of 
the Botstein’s $400 but rather from the Tree Commission funds. On p. 3: Rosemarie wanted the 
amount for the trees removed and stated rather …”more affordable price.” The Red Church 
would like to be more involved with our tree memorial.  

Rosemarie Zengen motioned to accept the minutes with the corrections and Marcy Appell 
seconded. All agreed. 

Addendum: To be added to the corrected 4-20-10 minutes, as noted by Rosemarie, add on p. 3 
“Rosemarie Zengen also contacted Tina Keil from Bella Fiore regarding flowers.” 

Discussions:    

1. Correspondence: Nancy sent a letter to Superintendent Paul Finch and a copy to teacher 
Mary Pat Budd and her students from the Who Cares Environmental Club, with a copy to her 
principal, thanking them for planting the 4 trees at the Rec Park on May 1st with a one page 
letter. The Tree Commission members were impressed with the content and sentiments of 
appreciation written by Nancy Guski. Nancy will send letters of thanks to: Charlie Callejo of 
Terry’s Bakery; IGA, David, Dan, Dom and Eunice Tiberio; and Tina Keil of Bella Fiore for the 
topiary and floral hyacinth. Rosemarie Zengen also noted that Marcy Appell purchased the 
drinks, napkins and cups. Supervisor Sue Crane read the Proclamation and helped plant trees. 
Photos of the day’s events are on the CAC bulletin board in the town hall. Nancy Guski enlarged 
a photo for Mary Pat Budd and her students which she will present to them. 

2. Spring Planting and Arbor Day: Nancy Guski thanked Eleanor Friery for her very 
successful program with the schools. Eleanor presented and read her written report. She noted 
that arborist Angelo Schembari also needs a thank you note as he spoke to four first grade 
classes. She said he was very good. Eleanor presented two bills for supplies: $67.19 for posters 
and labels. Eleanor is donating the $118.77 bill for the books. Nancy received some of the 
posters after the end of the contest. She also attended some of Eleanor’s class presentations in the 
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forest and found it to be an exceptional learning experience for the children. Some of the 
teachers are using the forested area and children are watering the newly planted trees.  

Linda Keeling asked about whether the school is going to plant trees in the playground area as 
more shade is needed.  Eleanor Friery said Lydia Cordier planted some seedlings near the 
building but the custodians mowed them down accidentally. Eleanor indicated that some large 
sized trees have been planted near the kindergarten area.  

Steve Hart has been overseeing the Nature area and decided to pull out most of the invasive 
honey suckle near the meadow area. Eleanor is rewriting the Nature Trail guide and will have to 
modify one of the markers now. The mowing of the meadow occurs every 3-5 years. The Tree 
Commission is very appreciative of all the work Steve Hart and Eleanor Friery have done on the 
school’s Nature Trail. Steve wants to incorporate the Nature Trail and Meadow into the science 
curriculum.  

3. Arbor Day Celebration: We collected $61 from raffles and the sale of Linda Keeling’s 
rhubarb and potted trees and shrubs. Many thanks to Karen Cadorette who supplied her truck to 
transport the trees for planting. Nancy gave a special thank you to Rosemarie Zengen for her 
delightful table displays. Everyone felt the event needed better advertising for the future: signs, 
posters, PANDA, town board talking about it earlier, and notices going home with the children 
(K-5). Rosemarie Zengen suggested giving a Tree Commission award during Awards Night. 
Because that night is so long, Linda Keeling suggested a special presentation be done at the town 
board meeting similar to the Eagle Scout Awards recognitions. Everyone liked that suggestion. 

Nancy would like help the next time selected the types of shrubs and trees to be given away. The 
forsythia bushes were very big. Rosemarie Zengen said Amelia Flavin who helped Rosemarie 
thought the selection was terrific. In NYC the DPW only gives away a choice of two trees. She 
was very impressed with the variety made available to the public.  

For the fall, replacement trees may be ordered depending on our finances. The group was 
thankful to Bucky Coons for digging the holes. Nancy Guski will ensure that future requests will 
remind him to leave the dirt and not dig as deeply. Nancy will get the replacement tree for the 5th 
hole at the Rec Park from the nursery. 

4. Appleblossom Day Celebration: Nancy Guski and Linda Keeling set up tables in front of 
Neko’s Pharmacy to give away the remaining trees and shrubs as well as additional rhubarb. 
Although it was a rainy morning, we did manage to distribute the bulk of the materials and 
received $30 in donations. It was another great opportunity to talk with the public and make 
them aware of the Tree Commission.  

5. Commemorative Tree Program: John Kuhn has promised to pick out tree planting spots for 
the Rec Park and the Rec Park extension. Rosemarie Zengen said she already has buyers for the 
program.  

6. Hardscrabble Day Thoughts for Sat. 9/25: Nancy Guski thought last year’s display and 
activities were very successful. Rosemarie Zengen asked if the CAC will be joining us. Nancy 
didn’t know. Rosemarie explained her thirds plan with the Tree Commission in the middle and 
St. Margaret’s Committee and the CAC on the sides. She would like to have transportation 
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available to St. Margaret’s; she will call around. If the CAC is not joining us, she suggested the 
environmental solar contractor, Mel Carney, to join us as a paying retailer. Maybe Winnakee 
might be interested. Eleanor will not be available then but she is offering her tent again. 

7. Tree Ordinance: Nancy Guski would like the members to reread and prioritize the ordinance 
since it should have more meaning after being with the Commission for two years.  

Nancy mentioned just receiving an August 2009 email letter addressed to Brenda Cagle and 
Chris Kane from Charlie Lang of the Planning Board, regarding large oaks being cut near the 
Unification Church and the Waste Water Treatment Plant. He thought they might be located 
within the Water Conservation District area within the 500 ft. buffer zone to the Hudson River. 
Nancy felt we need to become more educated in this area of concern. Marcy Appell indicated 
that it’s not a Zoning authority problem and she questioned who has authority over cutting trees. 
Linda Keeling indicated that it is probably a NYSDEC concern as they acted on a tip when Bard 
College was going to cut down trees along the Hudson banks. 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 15, 2010, 7:00 pm at 
the Town Hall. 

Concluded:  Eleanor Friery motioned to end the meeting and Rosemarie Zengen seconded, all 
agreed. The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary 

Approved 6-15-10 


