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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: June 15, 2010 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell and Rosemarie Zengen  

Absent:  Karen Cadorette, Eleanor Friery 

Guest:  Linda Keeling, secretary 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall. 

Call to Order:  As there was a quorum, Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 
7:05 pm. 

Minutes:  Correction of Angelo’s last name is Schembari. No other corrections were noted. 
Chairman Guski thanked Linda Keeling for taking the minutes which is a huge job and thanked 
her for her great job. 

Marcy Appell motioned to accept the minutes with this correction and Rosemarie Zengen 
second. All were in favor. 

Discussions:    

1. Correspondence: Chairman Guski read a letter she received from Supervisor Sue Crane. 
Everyone on the Commission received a personal letter from Supervisor Sue Crane thanking 
them for their participation in the Arbor Day events. Rosemarie Zengen noted that Supervisor 
Crane took the time to write each individual and is very supportive of all the volunteers in the 
town. Chairman Nancy Guski thanked Rosemarie for suggesting that the Supervisor read the 
Proclamation.  

Chairman Guski wrote a personalized thank you card to Supervisor Crane. Nancy also wrote a 
thank you to the little boy that helped plant Tiberio’s tree. She also sent a thank you to Tina Keil 
of Bella Florio. Due to Rosemarie Zengen’s concern for acknowledging all the Tiberios by name, 
Nancy called Dave Tiberio and discussed the salutation. Dave Tiberio suggested just the 
Tiberio’s IGA store would be fine. Nancy also sent thank you cards to Terry and Charlie of 
Terry’s Bakery and arborist Angelo Schembari who helped Eleanor Friery at the Mill Rd. 
School.  

2. Use for Donated Money: We received $91 in donation money. All agreed it should be used 
as petty cash. Nancy Guski paid Eleanor Friery $70 for material reimbursement.  

3. Consult on Trees at the New Rec Park – Jerry Goldstein:  Mr. Jerry Goldstein contacted 
Nancy Guski regarding the tree buffer between his house and the new Red Park. He lives in the 
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large yellow house adjacent to the new Rec Park. John Kuhn referred Jerry to the Tree 
Commission regarding the buffer. Rather than tall trees, he would like to maintain the view of 
the mountains. Nancy suggested that she and Karen Cadorette visit the site and make tree 
planting recommendations in a cooperative arrangement with Jerry Goldstein. Nancy was happy 
that John Kuhn is working with the Tree Commission. Rosemarie Zengen said that John Kuhn 
attends the St. Margarets Committee. When he or the members mention trees, Linda Keeling and 
she always mention contacting the Chairman of the Tree Commission. 

Marcy noted that the St. Margaret’s property is looking tidier. Rosemarie Zengen noted she made 
contact with the Manager of Hannaford, Marsha Graham. She agreed to have their landscaper 
look at the hill in question. 

4. Update on Trees Planted: Nancy would like to take a look at all the trees we have planted in 
regards to their growth, health and pruning needs. On Rt. 199 there are two trees planted in need 
of care and others planted by DOT should have the guide wires removed.   

5. Walked Rec Park with John Kuhn to Establish Planting Sites for Commemorative 
Trees: Chairman Guski also wants to walk the old and new Rec Park to pick some spots for the 
Commemorative Trees.  

6. Hardscrabble Day Sat. 9/25: Chairman Guski put Rosemarie Zengen in charge of 
Hardscrabble Day. Nancy will do the children activities. She hopes we can still have a raffle and 
general information for the public. Rosemarie would like to work with Linda Keeling for her 
input also. Rosemarie would like the focus to be on the Tree Commission. Marcy Appell 
explained that Winnakee’s director Lucy Hayden had a serious car accident but has recently 
returned to work. Marcy will talk with her about participating with us. 

Nancy Guski would like a board demonstrating our activities over the last two years of the Tree 
Commission’s existence. She asked the group if we wanted to do the tree cookies again. The 
consensus was that the kids loved them. Nancy said she has a large number left over. Some 
members will gather at Nancy’s house again to make these necklaces. 

Rosemarie Zengen said she would ask Terry’s Bakery again for the iced tree cookies. Nancy 
suggested we might be able to pay them this year if they are experiencing a hardship. 

Rosemarie thought it would be nice to have limousine service on the north side to St. Margaret’s. 
She will try contacting Dr. Verilli with the antique cars for possibly taking tree tours around 
town.  Dr. Verilli has his own drivers. 

7. ReLeaf Conference – July 22-24 at Hobart William Smith College: This is located in 
western New York. Nancy invited all to attend. She is happy to attend. 

8. Tree Ordinance: Nancy asked the members to reread the Ordinance. Linda Keeling explained 
that the members received the potential amendments but never the final copy. Copies were made 
and distributed to all. Marcy Appell asked who wrote it. Nancy explained it was Christine Chale 
and Brenda Cagle. Nancy was not involved in the Ordinance. She says it is a good beginning and 
good to have something to work from. Nancy would like us to plant in the fall and put together a 
Management Plan. Linda Keeling said the Village of Red Hook has one and it is online.  
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Marcy Appell noted that the term “Commission” and “Committee” are used interchangeably. 
Marcy felt it should be standardized in the Ordinance. Nancy would like input on what we 
should work on first. Marcy suggested the Management Plan. Marcy asked for clarification on 
the “Community Forestry Management Plan”. Nancy explained it is what we do: plantings in the 
spring and fall, etc.  

Linda Keeling asked if we have a map showing where we have planted trees already. Nancy 
thought this was a good suggestion. She felt we should have a map of where we planted the trees. 
Linda suggested a photo inventory when she takes the tour. Nancy thought this was also a good 
idea. She will talk to Brenda Cagle as she is qualified to do an inventory.  

Nancy would like to plant one or two roads a year. She noted that the town is so much bigger 
than the Village. Linda noted that it is only one square mile. 

Nancy Guski noted she has a large map with the developments and street names. Nancy will try 
to have the map for the next meeting. 

Linda Keeling suggested getting in contact with Nancy’s nephew Kevin to do a woodcutting 
photo that we could sell. Nancy thought it was a great idea as it will help us and him. 

Linda suggested having the kids carve a potato and do stampings as it relates to Kevin’s woodcut 
printing. Nancy thought that was a good idea, too.  

Rosemarie was pleased with his work from last year but felt he was squeezed into a corner. She 
requested that Nancy invite him for our Hardscrabble display area. 

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on July 20, 2010, 7:00 pm at 
the Town Hall but we may not meet if a quorum is not available. Nancy noted that this month 
has always been difficult to assemble a quorum in the past as people are traveling around. 

Concluded:  Rosemarie Zengen motioned to end the meeting and Marcy Appell seconded, all 
agreed. The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary 

Approved 8-17-10 


