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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: October 19, 2010 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery, and Rosemarie Zengen 

Absent:  Linda Keeling and Karen Cadorette 

Guest:  none 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall. 

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 

Minutes:  Chairperson Guski moved that the minutes of the September meeting be adopted as 
written. Marcy Appell seconded the motion. All agreed. 

Discussions:    

Chairperson Guski complimented Rosemarie Zengen on the great job she did planning and 
implementing all of the activities on Hardscrabble Day 2010. Chairperson Guski stated it was a 
wonderful kick-off for the Commemorative Tree Program. She also stated how arduously 
Eleanor and Marcy and everyone on the Commission worked on the project. Chairperson Guski 
discussed the possibility of the Tree Commission setting up our booth at a different location next 
year on Hardscrabble Day. She thought perhaps setting up with either non-profit groups or where 
more people congregate would be ideas to contemplate. Rosemarie suggested an attraction like 
live classical musicians be added at the present Prudential Building location. Marcy stated she 
thought we should stay at the present location next year.  

Chairperson Guski stated we received $135 in donations on Hardscrabble Day. She thanked 
Rosemarie for getting all the items to raffle off. She said special thanks should be given to Linda 
Keeling for all the trees she nurtured so we could give them away. Chairperson Guski stated she 
misunderstood that Linda only wanted her to take a few trees from Linda’s home for the event. 
The Chairperson took all the trees. Everyone laughed at the misunderstanding. Chairperson 
Guski stated that in the spring she would get trees and containers to reimburse Linda. Rosemarie 
said Linda was a good sport and would be fine with whatever we decided. Rosemarie also said 
that she would work with Linda’s tree collection loss. Everyone liked the idea. 

Chairperson Guski stated that the 10% Challenge Event on October 10th was a success. She 
stated that there was discussion on how trees helped the air quality and how individuals should 
try to decrease carbon emissions by at least 10%. The event took place on the 20th day of the 10th 
month in 2010. Chairperson Guski handed out the tree manuals that Rosemarie got donated by 
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Copy Cat Printers. Councilman Jim Ross complimented our Tree Manual on the 10% Challenge 
Day. 

Eleanor stated she is working on the Nature Trail Mill Road Elementary School Project. She 
stated we received the monies last spring and the Red Hook Central School is holding the funds. 
Eleanor will keep over-seeing the project. Chairperson Guski stated it might be a positive aspect 
of this spring’s Arbor Day events.  

Chairperson Guski asked if everyone was aware of the beautiful oak tree located in the middle of 
the corn field on Steiner Far (at the end of Pitcher Lane and Budds Corner Rd). She asked the 
artist, Kevin Rifenburgh, to do a sketch of the tree awhile ago. Luckily, Kevin did the sketch 
prior to the oak being blown down during the last storm. Chairperson Guski stated it would cost 
$200 for materials for Kevin to make a block print of the tree that could be sold and profits could 
be shared with the Tree Commission. Rosemarie made a motion to budget $200 for the materials. 
Marcy seconded the motion. All agreed. Chairperson Guski will talk to Kevin about how the 
profits will be divvied. 

Chairperson Guski discussed how the Pruning Workshop will take place at 9 am on October 30th 
at the Recreation Park. Everyone interested should meet at the Pavilion and are encouraged to 
bring pruning tools. Angelo Schembari (a certified arborist) will conduct the workshops. 
Participation is free. Pruning the shrubs by the Concession Stand is one of the goals. Everyone 
thought it was a good idea. 

Chairperson Guski outlined her thoughts on the Commemorative Tree Program: 

“Trees may be planted in designated locations: 

 In memory of an individual or group; 

 To honor an individual or  a group for service to the community; 

 To commemorate a special event; 

 In memory of a pet; 

 Individuals, families, organizations, to improve community environment; 

- We would plant in the spring and fall 

- Suggested cost $200.00 (includes purchase and planting but does not include plaque) 

- We should have a tree list.” 

Chairperson Guski brought up the question of how the program would be handled through the 
business office. Rosemarie stated the $200 suggested cost might be able to be made to the town 
as a donation to the Tree Commission.  

Eleanor stated that the entire program should be discussed with the Village Tree Commission 
that is already in existence. Eleanor stated she didn’t feel our Commission should be responsible 
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for trees planted at outside locations like the Red Church. She suggested that Chairperson Guski 
ask Brenda Cagle of the Village Tree Commission if they would want our tree commemorative 
to be planted in the Village. Chairperson Guski agreed with Eleanor and said she would contact 
Brenda and discuss it.  

Marcy agreed with Eleanor and Chairperson Guski. Marcy also did not think that anyone would 
want to pay $500 for a commemorative tree at the Lutheran cemetery, especially if they were 
going through the expense of a funeral. She was surprised that she had never heard about the 
Village Tree Commemorative Tree Program.  

Rosemarie agreed with Marcy about the Village Program, “I don’t think the Village Tree 
Commission had advertised its program very well. I’ve never heard of it. We should put together 
a brochure laying out the choices of plaques, locations and prices.” 

All agreed we should discuss the Commemorative Tree Program further because we were still in 
the preliminary conceptual stage for its existence.  

Next Meeting:  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Nov. 16, 2010, 7:00 pm at 
the Town Hall. 

Concluded:  Marcy Appell motioned to end the meeting and Eleanor Friery seconded, all 
agreed. The meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rosemarie Zengen, note taker 

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary, typist 
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