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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: November 16, 2010 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery, Karen Cadorette and 
Rose Zengen  

Absent:  Liaison Bill O’Neill 

Guest:  Gentleman who came for the Medicare meeting that was canceled. 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall. 

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. and presented 
the committee with the evening’s agenda. 

Minutes:  There was one correction to eliminate the sentence referencing Marcy’s suggestion 
that the trees should have been separated and designated for the event.  

Rosemarie Zengen motioned to accept the minutes from October 19, 2010 as amended. Eleanor 
Friery seconded, all agreed. 

Discussions:    

1. Budget: Chairperson Guski explained her budget and the importance of having some money 
dedicated to grant writing. She checked the website for the Urban Forestry grant but due to 
NYS’s budget problems, she felt this grant will not be funded this year. The money was 
appropriated but not released. She felt the Commission has a good chance to get that grant in 
2011. Chairperson Guski felt we have done a great deal with our $1,000. She had put in for an 
extra $200 which was granted for 2011.  

Chairperson Guski reviewed what the Tree Commission did last year: Arbor Day, Mill Road 
Program thanks to Eleanor, planted about 20 seedlings, poster contest with 500 children 
participating (13 winners), and 380 children involved with the lessons. (Next year, the members 
will help judge the contest.) The Linden Ave. Middle School children were involved in the 
plantings. One tree was planted on Rt. 9. In May, we handed out tree seedlings on Appleblossom 
Day (manned by Nancy and Linda) and received some money donations. Nancy Guski and Linda 
Keeling attended the Urban Forestry conference in Albany. In July, Nancy attended the 
conference. Nancy, once again, gave Rosemarie many accolades for all the work she did for 
Hardscrabble Day 2010. She stated that Rosemarie was able to bring the Tree Commission, the 
Hardscrabble Committee and the St. Margaret’s Committee together for the benefit of all 
volunteer committees and projects. In October, we did the 10 % challenge booth display and 
gave out tree manuals at the Elmendorph Inn and had a pruning workshop. 
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2. Fundraising: Rosemarie felt that we should be doing fundraising to subsidize the grants. She 
suggested a December party with donations of food from local businesses at town hall with a 
suggested donation. Others felt it was a lot of work and it would compete with the Egbert Benson 
Historical Society which has an annual holiday gathering. Rosemarie suggested getting a 
Christmas tree then planting it in the community as a second Memorial Tree. Marcy Appell felt 
that it would be too much work for a small amount of money. Linda Keeling suggested doing 
something in February or March and Chairperson Guski thought that a later time is a possibility. 
There was some interest in a Valentine’s Day event possibly with boxed lunches with the love 
theme but not on Valentine’s Day itself. Chairperson Guski thought we might consider an event 
next year when all the members can plan their time for it. Eleanor thought the school children 
could make ornaments to decorate the tree. Marcy stated that you don’t make much money on 
event except through sponsorships. 

2. Forestry Management Plan: Eleanor Friery reminded everyone that the Commission should 
be working on the Forestry Management Plan and Chairperson Guski indicated that we are doing 
that. 

3. Pruning Workshop: It was a small group and very cold but Marcy and Nancy felt it was well 
worth the two hours with Angelo Schembari who is personable, knowledgeable and generous 
with his time. He made recommendations and identified the oak tree planted in the spring with a 
fungus infection so it will need to be replanted at the Rec Park. Nancy has been working on the 
vibernum at the Rec Park to make them look good and applied superphosphate. 

4. Tree City: We are a Tree City for the fourth year. 

5. Looking Ahead: We will do Arbor Day again of course, poster contest, nature trail and tree 
lessons. Rosemarie made a motion to have Arbor Day at the town hall, Marcy Appell seconded 
and all agreed. Planting will go on that day and someone will need to man a booth at the town 
hall. It was felt that the Arbor Day and Earth Day should be combined along with the Village 
Green Committee in attendance at a luncheon like in the past. It would be Sat. April 30th. We 
will participate again in the Appleblossom and Hardscrabble Day in 2011. 

6. Future Rec Park Plantings: Replace the one infected tree, plant two red oaks and two sugar 
tyme crabapples with the help from the Linden Ave. Middle School Who Cares group and some 
additional vibernums behind the concession stand. An older maple by the tennis courts needs to 
come down and will be replaced. The artist will be making the tree prints for the group to sell at 
various events. 

Rosemarie Zengen motioned that every Hardscrabble Day we plant a Commemorative tree, 
Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed.  

It was felt that the Tree Commission could also get a Christmas tree donated through a 
sponsorship.  
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Nancy Guski motioned that every winter we plant a holiday tree, Marcy Appell seconded and all 
agreed.  

Eleanor suggested Norway spruces as they maintain a nice shape over the years and they take the 
wind well and the deer don’t eat them. Karen suggested evergreens. Hemlocks are eaten by the 
deer. 

7. Commemorative Tree Program:  The cemetery issue is to be discussed in the future. 
Planting on private property is not a problem. Linda Keeling suggested that once the program is 
written then it should be on the town’s website. Rosemarie felt the churches should organize 
their own participation. The cost will be $200 for the tree. We will not handle the plaques but 
have standards to go by. Marcy Appell suggested just devoting one meeting working on the Plan. 

8. Urban Forestry Conference: Nancy Guski noted it’s in our area this year, either New Paltz 
or Marist College in July.  

9. Town 200th Anniversary: The Town is working on this. The Commission will plant a tree. 
Linda Keeling explained that during the 175th Anniversary, we discovered that the town actually 
came into existence on April 6, 1813 as that is the first minute book. The Legislature separated 
us from Rhinebeck in June 1812 so that people could get to town meetings by horse and buggy 
without traveling excessive distances. 

10. Other Business: Linda Keeling wanted to know when the next spring planting order goes in. 
Nancy indicated early March and she will have others participate in the ordering as the last order 
had large forsythias which were difficult to give away. Rosemarie wanted to know about the 
liaison’s attendance. Marcy felt that the minutes are detailed and the Board members have lots of 
meetings to attend. Rosemarie felt that if the representative had been present he could have 
answered two questions about the budget and donations and that he should be present if he’s the 
liaison. Nancy felt that was a good point.  

Next Meeting:  The Tree Commission will not be meeting in December. 

Concluded:  Marcy Appell motioned to end the meeting and Eleanor Friery seconded, all 
agreed.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary                                                                                                 
Approved with corrections 1/25/11 


