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    Town of Red Hook   

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: May 15, 2012 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery, Rosemarie Zengen, 
Brenda Cagle, Town Council Liaison and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  Karen Cadorette  

Guest: None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7: 04 pm. There was a 
quorum.  

Minutes:  There were some minor corrections to the minutes for p. 2 item 4, cross out the 
sentence about Alicia Shea. The Mill Rd. garden is NOT connected to the woodland trail. P. 2, 
item 1, typo should be 1000 ft.  

     MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to accept the minutes from April 10, 2012, Rosemarie 
Zengen seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS  

1. Correspondence: Chairperson Nancy Guski received a thank you letter from Jeanne Duntz 
for the $50 gift certificate to the Golden Wok. Nancy sent a large photo and a smaller one to Kim 
Simmons from the tree dedication for Cecil Moore. Nancy read a letter from Sue Crane 
congratulating all on a well run Arbor Day Celebration. 

Nancy sent personal thank you letters to Sue Crane, Sue McCann, Jeanne Duntz, Mac’s Agway 
for raffle prize, and Highway Departments for hole-preparation work. Nancy thanked Linda 
Keeling for doing the press release because she is without a computer. She read the press release 
for the group. All agreed to note Rosemarie Zengen as the organizer and Mistress of Ceremonies 
for the event. Rosemarie Zengen has decided not to do it again next year. 

2. St. Margaret’s Marcy Tree: Marcy Appell brought up the location of the planted trees. 
Chairman Guski indicated that she consulted with John Kuhn before planting them where he said 
was the property line. Later, Chairperson Nancy Guski spoke with Paul Fredricks, Chairman of 
the St. Margaret’s Home Committee. Paul’s St. Margaret’s Home Committee feels that the 
placement may not be on town owned property but rather on Hannaford’s property which could 
cause problems. Paul contacted surveyor Marie Welch to make a determination of the property 
lines.  
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Rosemarie Zengen is still the liaison to Hannaford. Former manager Marcia Graham moved on 
to the Maine Hannaford headquarters. She was replaced by Manager Matt Connolly. 

3. Mill Road: Chairperson Nancy Guski took pictures of the contest winners at the school. The 
winning posters were displayed for two weeks at town hall. It was noted that the parking for the 
Arbor Day event was well orchestrated. 

4. Town Hall Luncheon: Brenda Cagle apologized for not being at the town hall as she was too 
busy planting trees.  

5. Donations: The Tree Commission received $142 for tree seedlings given away. Some of the 
money was used to develop pictures. The rest was turned into the town’s business manager.  

6. Educational Outreach: Eleanor Friery instructed 15 classes. Seedlings were planted with the 
first graders. Sixteen seedlings were left made up of white pine and silky dogwood. Eleanor 
planted with Steve Hart 7 cranberry bushes. The remaining tree cookie necklaces were 
distributed to 3rd graders. 

Eleanor Friery spent $212 covering books, color cartridge, etc.  She indicated she just wants 
$100 back. She put in 43 hours. Rosemarie Zengen said she put in 32 hours planning the event. 
Nancy Guski has been recording the amount of hours volunteered for the grant. Nancy noted this 
is the most poster participation (800) compared to the past (500). Nancy gave a thank you to 
Linda Keeling for taking care of all the seedlings and putting a label on each one. She thanked 
everyone on the Commission as everything always looks so nice and organized.  

7. New ideas: Rosemarie Zengen saw an article in the Poughkeepsie Journal about planting a 
tree with your mother on Arbor Day. Nancy loved the idea but it was not acted on. Rosemarie  
Zengen suggested Tina Zengen should wear the tree costume out front to bring more attention to 
the event. Brenda Cagle noted that the Tree Commission is a wonderful committee. 

8. Teviot Property: Chairperson Guski noted that she will present a letter to the Planning Board 
regarding the tree removals related to erosion, carbon dioxide, etc. Linda Keeling gave Nancy 
the newspaper public hearing notice which Nancy would refer to in her letter.  The Hearing is on 
the 245 Woods Rd. property which needs a special permit. It is a 19.23 acre parcel within 1000 
ft. of Hudson River within the National Heritage Area and other cultural designations. The 
meeting is May 21 at 7:40 pm. Linda attended the last Planning Board meeting so she filled in 
the group on the details. Part of the problem was that the owner of the adjoining property 
removed more trees than given permission previously. Now that they have removed the 
understory trees and shrubbery, it makes the trees remaining more susceptible to windstorm 
damage. The Planning Board wants a Forestry Management Plan from the owner of the property 
and replanting of the hillside shrubbery. Nancy read her proposed letter for the Commission 
members to comment on. Rosemarie Zengen felt the damage has already been done. She felt the 
word preservation should be used more frequently and needed a stronger ending and an emphasis 
on our Commission assisting the different boards when applicants come before them.  

Brenda Cagle filled in the group on the history and progress of the proposal. Linda Keeling 
suggested mentioning in the letter that the Commission knows of knowledgeable people that 
might be helpful.  
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9. Forestry Management Plan: This is the next consideration for the group. The Department of 
Environmental Conservation is testing for the ash borer at the Verilli property in Rhinecliff.  The 
DEC does not have to ask the property owner for permission to go on the property. Marcy Appell 
said they claim to have a right by law if there is a destructive species. The Winnakee Land Trust 
wants to be contacted by DEC when they visit and revisit the property.  

Chairperson Guski indicated there might be SWAT money available for the inventory.  

10. Bicentennial Celebration: Nancy Guski had the wood cut print of the Baxter Tree 
professionally framed. She asked if the group thought it was a good idea to present it to the 
Town Board for the Bicentennial. Everyone thought this was a good idea. Marcy Appell inquired 
if a picture was given to Sue Crane and Nancy replied Sue had received one.  

Brenda Cagle noted that the Bicentennial Committee hasn’t decided if they are planting a tree or 
if they do what kind. 

Nancy Guski will talk to Chairman Loretta Campagna about the presentation perhaps at a Town 
Board meeting in July in coordination with Community Day. Nancy suggested that Rosemarie 
Zengen make the presentation. Rosemarie indicated she would be honored to do it. 

Nancy Guski contacted Betsy Wacker who lived at the Baxter Farm and she was thrilled with the 
tree’s name. Nancy gave her a print and Betsy bought one for her brother who cried after 
receiving it. Nancy Guski, as well as Sue Crane, has ridden past that tree for some 50 years so 
Nancy is pleased that it is having such a wonderful impact on the community.  

The local trained-artist, Kevin Rifenburg, grew up on Guski Road and started drawing from the 
age of 4. When Nancy asked him to take a photo of the tree, three weeks later it fell to the 
ground. Linda Keeling lives one mile from the tree’s location and had nominated it and the 
Kalson tree years ago for DEC’s Heritage Big Tree Program but neither won. Marcy Appell 
noted there is a large tree in a field in Barrytown. Nancy Guski said it is a white oak and can 
reach a very large size.  

Linda Keeling inquired about the progress on the new Garage and suggested we start working 
towards a tree planting plan. Marcy Appell noticed that the side roads grass is being cut. Nancy 
Guski talked with Superintendent Theresa Burke about if they are considering erosion of 
hillsides when they cut along the roads. Theresa will bring this issue up at her next meeting of 
the Highway Department. Linda noted that beautiful wildflowers grow along the roadsides.  

Rosemarie Zengen suggested a press release go out about the presentation in July to the Town 
Board with the artist, Kevin Rifenburg, Loretta Campagna, Chairperson Nancy Guski and herself 
making the presentation. Hopefully, the story will be picked up by the Red Hook Observer, Red 
Hook Farmer’s Quarterly and Carla Cooke of Southern Dutchess News to name some.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Hardscrabble Day, September 22nd: Rosemarie Zengen described the possible plans for the 
day. Todd Baright would like the Tree Commission in front of his North Broadway brick Old 
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Telephone Company building. Booths will include: Tree Commission (sell more Baxter Tree 
prints), St. Margaret’s Home (including memberships and brochures), perhaps Fred Battenfield 
giving a talk on the local history of violets and anemones. Nancy Guski will ask Fred. Brenda 
Cagle mentioned there is an historic movie about violets at the Starr Library. 

Rosemarie Zengen thought maybe some of the local nurseries could have a booth, too. She 
thought some of the children’s posters could be hung on the fence. There was some discussion 
on how it might be accomplished. Everyone thought Baright’s building is a good location rather 
than the Hardscrabble Mall area. Again, Nancy will have some kid activities. Rosemarie 
suggested having a brochure to give out about the Tree Commission.  

2. Commemorative Tree program: Rosemarie Zengen mentioned that the Molinaro Family 
was interested in the Commemorative Tree Program. The group felt it would be appropriate on 
another day, like Arbor Day, as we will be very busy that day. Rosemarie has offered to pay for 
the tree. Nancy Guski and others felt they want time to think about it. 

Linda Keeling asked Nancy Guski if we have a written Commemorative Tree Program. She 
indicated no, not finalized, and we need to work on it. Linda mentioned that the Town’s Tree 
Commission link is from 2009 and should be updated. Nancy indicated she has been sending in 
information but it has not been posted. 

Nancy Guski thought the group had agreed to plant a tree every Hardscrabble Day from 
Commission funds. Marcy Appell didn’t like the idea of having to plant every year as you can 
get caught up in it. Eleanor Friery felt we are not obligated to do it every year. 

     MOTION: Rosemarie Zengen motioned to honor the Molinaro Family during Hardscrabble 
Day with a commemorative tree, Eleanor seconded, all agreed.  

Nancy Guski noted that for Bill Lewis, the family bought the plaque. Some Commission 
members thought either the family could purchase the plaque or donations could be solicited. 
Nancy noted we have money for purchasing a tree and we will eventually have a registry of trees 
on the town’s website.  

Adjournment: Marcy Appell motioned to adjourn the meeting, Eleanor Friery seconded, all 
agreed.  

Concluded:  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 19, 2012, 7:00 pm, town hall. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary  

Approved 6/19/12  


