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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: August 21, 2012 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Karen Cadorette, Eleanor Friery, 
Rosemarie Zengen (7:03 pm), Brenda Cagle, Town Council Liaison and Linda Keeling, 
secretary 

Absent:  None 

Guest: None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. There was a 
quorum. NOTE: There was no meeting in July. 

Minutes:  Rosemarie Zengen noted the following corrections / additions:  

Page 1, Minutes corrections: remove “has a problem with” and insert “stated” 

Page 1, Ph. 3: Remove “In defense” 

Chairman Nancy Guski restated that she encourages the secretary and anyone in attendance to 
participate in discussions. 

MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to accept the minutes with the additions / corrections for the 
June 19, 2012 minutes; Eleanor Friery seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS  

Chairman Guski brought in the oversized thank you poster for Eleanor Friery and the others to 
see again. It was previously displayed in the town hallway for several weeks. 

1. Correspondence: 

A. Chairman Guski presented a thank you card from the Mill Rd. School children to Eleanor 
Friery.   

B. Letter from Bucky Coons regarding his dying hemlock. Chairman Guski wrote back to him 
and stated the tree was previously inspected and the decline is probably due to insect infestation 
and possibly the chemical effects from encroaching Ailanthus trees.                                                             

C. Village of Red Hook Hardscrabble Committee: request to participate in the parade. 
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It was noted that Dr. & Ms. Appell will be riding in the parade. Rosemarie Zengen will research 
the cost of magnetic signs for the car for the Tree Commission. It was noted that these could be 
used in future parades. 

D. Letter from Consultant Erika Maher regarding reducing energy use, ECAP. 

Chairman Guski suggested the Commission use the theme of energy with their display booth, 
everyone agreed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Hardscrabble Day, Sept. 22: Discussion focused on the particulars of the Commission’s 
booth. There will be general information, tree guide booklets, the former CD of children singing, 
edible tree cookies (Rosemarie Zengen will ask Terry’s Bakery again), sell potted plants, raffle 
(Linda Keeling will make up the tickets), donation jar, wood block prints for sale, a tent will be 
provided by Karen Cadorette or Nancy Guski. Eleanor Friery may not be able to make the event 
due to a family member’s illness. Rosemarie Zengen will get balloons, tables and signs made. 
There is one more meeting, Sept. 18th, before the event takes place.  

2. St. Margaret’s and the Trees Planted: Chairman Guski related that Steve Cole spoke with 
the Health Department and it was determined that trees cannot be within 10 ft. of the leach field. 
Supervisor Sue Crane wrote Nancy an email stating she would talk with Hannaford and that any 
moving of trees can wait until the fall.  

Chairman Guski noted that Rosemarie Zengen did a lovely job presenting the framed Baxter 
Tree to the Town Board. The artist, Kevin Rifenburg and Betsy Baxter Wacker, were also 
present. 

3. Tree Inventory: Brenda Cagle noted that grant money is available for the SWAT team. 
Papers need to be signed then people can be trained. Chairman Guski noted that Integral’s 
professional service of a certified arborist will be used for the Park. This company will identify 
the various species, condition, and possible planting sites. Karen Cadorette’s volunteer hours will 
be logged for the grant’s in-kind match. It is hoped that this portion of the project will commence 
this fall. 

4. Fall Planting: Chairman Guski stated 9 trees had been planted and 23 more trees will need to 
be planted. She noted that the white spruce at the Red Park died and will need to be replaced. 
Linda Keeling noted she has a lovely 2 ft. high potted white spruce that could be used to save 
money. She invited Nancy Guski to visit her house to see the trees. She will have about 20 for 
Hardscrabble Day.  

The Town Hall dogwood is ill. It has been watered but the problem may be the intensity of the 
sun in the afternoon. Dogwoods like partially shaded locations. Commission members are 
watching its struggle to live. The tree may need replacement next year. 

Chairman Guski talked with a neighbor on Guski Lane about accepting trees on their property 
and they are willing to care for them. Linda Keeling mentioned there are several dead trees on 
Pitcher Lane which is also a part of the current grant work. Chairman Guski will speak with 
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Superintendent of Highways, Theresa Burke, to see if there is any money in her budget for tree 
removals.  

A suggestion was made to advertise for planting volunteers in the local papers. Chairman Guski 
will put together a Press Release and submit it to the Observer and other newspapers..   

5. Memorial Trees: Chairman Guski mentioned the commemorative tree program. She will talk 
to Marcus Molinaro about “Marc in the Park”. The tree will be planted at the end of October and 
dedicated at Arbor Day in the Spring of 2013. Rosemarie Zengen inquired as to the plaques for 
the Marcy Appell, Trezza and Molinaro Family trees. Marcy’s tree is thriving. 

Rosemarie Zengen noted the passing of Dagmar Payne at the end of July and would like a tree 
dedicated to her memory. 

6. Webpage: Chairman Guski noted that the Tree Commission’s webpage needs to be updated. 
She will contact Dick Wambach and copy Sue McCann about the upgrades. She will also put the 
call for volunteers on the town’s front page. 

7. Village Trees: Brenda Cagle said since there is no place for street trees in front of the Todd 
Baright’s Old Telephone Co. building, he has agreed to accept some near his parking area. 
Brenda noted that there is another round of Trees for Tribs available. Although the deadline was 
Aug. 1st, there are still trees available. Chairman Guski will investigate this.  

8. Rain Gardens: There was some discussion on rain garden installations. It was suggested to 
try to entice other public buildings like the library and fire department to install one. Chairman 
Guski will talk to Theresa Burke about the possibility of a rain garden at the new garage. 
Discussion focused on possibly planting trees around the retention pond. Nancy Guski will speak 
with Theresa and the town’s engineer, Crawford. It may still be too soon to do it as they just 
installed a grassed area. 

9. Stationery: Chairman Guski noted that we need a box of stationery. She showed the group 
and thanked Rosemarie Zengen for creating a lovely design.  Rosemarie Zengen will order a 
ream from F&M Printing who has done this before. 

Adjournment: Marcy Appell motioned to adjourn the meeting, Karen Cadorette seconded, all 
agreed.  

Concluded:  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2012, 7:00 pm, town hall. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary  

Approved 11-20-12 


