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DRAFT 

Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: November 20, 2012 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Karen Cadorette, Eleanor Friery, and 
Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  Rosemarie Zengen and Brenda Cagle, Town Council Liaison 

Guest: None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. There was a 
quorum.  

NOTE: There was a meeting called for September but there was not a quorum due to the fierce 
rainstorm. The draft minutes were not approved. There was no meeting in October. 

Minutes:  The following corrections were made: Page 2, ph. 2: add: “ic” to “magnet”. Page 3, #9 
after F&M, add: “done this before”. 

MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to accept the minutes with the additions / corrections for the 
August 21, 2012 minutes; Eleanor Friery seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS  

Chairman Guski directed the group to the hallway bulletin board to view all the new tree planting 
pictures. She handed out a prepared agenda. 

1. Correspondence: 

A. Boy Scout Troop 42, Paul Finch, Den Leader: Thank you letter to Chairman Guski for her 
Oct. 3rd talk on ecosystems, compound leaves, etc. at the outdoor classroom at Mill Rd. 
Elementary School. 

B. Volunteer Joe Chapman of Integral: Chairman Guski sent Joe a special thank you for 
helping to plant trees recently. (His wife and two children joined us at lunch.) 

C. Griff’s Deli: Chairman Guski wrote a thank you letter for the delicious food for lunch which 
was appreciated by all the volunteer tree planters.  
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D. Michele Decker: Chairman Guski wrote a thank you letter to volunteer Michele for digging 
the holes. 

E.  Guski Rd. Property Owners: Chairman Guski wrote a thank you letter to each of the 
property owners on Guski Rd. who dug their hole, accepted a tree, planted it and will care for it. 
She gave them tree planting literature to assist them. 

F.  Terry’s Bakery: Chairman Guski wrote a thank you letter to Charlie and Terry for the 
Christmas tree cookies again for Hardscrabble Day. 

G. Baright Family: Chairman Guski wrote a thank you letter to Todd for the use of his property 
during Hardscrabble Day. 

H. Planning Board Chairman Chris Kane: Chairman Guski wrote a letter to Chris in regards 
to the Teviot property and Management Plan information emphasizing that our group is a 
resource for the Planning Board and their clients. Nancy prepared and read a letter at the 
Planning Board meeting and she mentioned the “duff” layer. 

Chairman Guski noted that the owner, Mr. Ron Werner, was present at the last Planning Board 
meeting. She noted, ironically, there appeared an article in his Rolling Stone magazine 
entitled:”How to Take Care of the Planet”. Nancy referred the Planning Board to the  Dutchess 
County Soil and Water Department for more information. 

I. Jeanne Duntz and Sue McCann: Chairman Guski sent each a personal handwritten thank 
you for their food preparation, serving and help for the luncheon. 

J. Town Highway Helpers: Chairman Guski made 6 dozen chocolate chip cookies for the 
highway personnel with a note of thanks from the Tree Commission. It was well appreciated. 

2. Budget for 2013: Chairman Guski presented a copy for all to view in the total amount of 
$1,215. Nancy said she attached Eleanor Friery’s report on the school activities to the original.  
She noted that trees will be planted from the Urban Forestry Tree grant. She has been 
maintaining careful notes for the grant. Members thought we have done and will do so much for 
that amount. Nancy Guski also handed out several pages which list the trees planted over the last 
4 years. It amounts to 304 trees. This information is posted on the town’s website under Tree 
Commission. Nancy and Linda will be working to add more information to the site. 

3. Fall Planting: Chairman Guski noted 6 trees were planted on Rockefeller Lane by 4 men and 
3 at the Rec Park. (Norman Greig helped clear the brush and planted pin and red oaks previously 
on Rockefeller Lane). The Town Highway Department dug the holes on the south side of 
Rockefeller lane gratis which everyone was happy to hear. 

Nancy Guski talked with Highway Superintendent Theresa Burke about roadside plantings. (She 
also rode in Theresa’s Highway truck to identify planting locations and identify declining trees.) 
Theresa would ideally like the trees 25 ft. to the center of the road with the canopy to the center 
of the road but she is flexible as circumstances permit. Nancy will bring up the distance issue to 
ReLeaf for their consideration.  
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A Memorial white oak was recently planted for the Marcus Molinaro family at the park and 
Marcy Appell during Arbor Day. 

Chairman Guski met with Supervisor Sue Crane to discuss set-backs and center of the road 
questionnaire. 

4. Tree Inventory: Chairman Guski announced that the Tree Inventory is finished. The data was 
collected by the SWAT team as proposed under the Urban Forestry grant. Vouchers were 
distributed to the crew. Nancy will use her hours as a match for the grant. Brenda Cagle provided 
one day of training. There were teams in every development area. There were master gardeners, 
3 sustainability students from Bard College, including Peters, Rolfe and the Regional Forester. 
There were 9 GPS loggers which included the measurements of the existing trees and notations 
of planting sites. The data is put into the I-tree free program. Brenda Cagle will input then create 
a booklet. The team worked for a week. 

5. Grant Update: There were 32 trees plus the Inventory allowed. So far 21 trees were planted 
with 11 to be planted in the Spring. 

6. Emerald Ash Borer Workshop: A workshop is being offered on Wed. Dec. 5th at Kaplan 
Hall, Newburgh from 8:30 am – 2:30 pm sponsored by New York ReLeaf, NYS DEC, NYS 
Urban and Communities Forestry Council and Cornell University Cooperative Extension on the 
emerald ash borer. Lunch will be provided and the cost is $10 per person due by 12/03. Nancy 
Guski will go and Linda Keeling volunteered to accompany her as no one else was available. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Press Release: Linda Keeling suggested a press release be done to inform the public about our 
tree planting program. Nancy Guski suggested Linda write it and give it to her to review. 

2. Forestry Management Plan: This will be the group’s winter project to get this FMP written. 

3. Tree Committee Workshop Meeting: As part of our regular meeting, this time will be 
devoted to work on the FM Plan in the 3rd week in January. 

Adjournment: Karen Cadorette motioned to adjourn the meeting, Marcy Appell seconded, all 
agreed.  

Concluded:  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

Next Meeting:  No meeting in December. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary  


