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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: January 15, 2013 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery, Rosemarie Zengen, 
Karen Cadorette, Brenda Cagle, Town Council Liaison (5:18 pm) and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  None 

Guest:  Ralph Frisenda 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm. There was a 
quorum.  

NOTE: There was no meeting in December of 2012 

Minutes:  Chairman Nancy Guski made a correction p. 2, part H to eliminate the last sentence 
part … “and she mentioned the “duff” layer”.  

Rosemarie Zengen thought that the liaison, Brenda Cagle, should not be listed as absent but 
others felt it was a record for her and others to know if she was present. The group’s last liaison 
was always listed when absent.  

MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to accept the minutes with the correction for the November 
20, 2012 minutes; Eleanor Friery seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS  

1. Emerald Ash Borer Workshop: Chairman Guski and Linda Keeling (volunteer) attended the 
Dec. 5th workshop at Kaplan Hall, Orange County Community College in Newburgh. Due to the 
short time available for this meeting, Chairman Nancy Guski will address more details later 
about the emerald ash borer but she noted that we don’t have the budget to apply insecticides to 
this fragile species. She feels attendance at these meetings keeps us in the loop and meet people.  

Nancy Guski and Linda Keeling sat with our forester, George Profous, at the workshop. 
Chairman Guski feels he has many good, practical ideas especially regarding planting beyond the 
public right-of-way when the spot would encourage healthier growth over the years. 

2. Tree City Growth Award Application: Chairman Guski has submitted this. She expects it to 
be very successful due to the group’s proactive stance. Nancy read the letter to the group. George 
Profous sent her notes from the workshop and offered to help us with the FMP.  
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3. News Article: Chairman Nancy Guski mentioned that the Tree Committee got a large picture 
and write-up in the Observer (12/19/12). Linda Keeling noted that the information was sent to 
several other newspapers but they were hesitant to print it due to the length of time between the 
actual event and now. Everyone was pleased to see the article. Chairman Guski noted she 
included it in her grant report. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Forestry Management Plan: Chairman Guski handed out the agenda and 5 pages of notes 
related to developing a Forest Management Plan (FMP). It was felt that Cortland was too strict 
and punitive in attitude. The group would like the Plan to educate and be simplistic-looking as in 
using bullets so it will be easily read and used. The group would like to pull some of the verbiage 
from the town’s existing ordinance statement. 

Chairman Guski mentioned Bill McGibbon’s article on climate change which is an issue for 
plantings. 

Mission Statement: This was discussed and everyone agreed to the content she assembled.  

Planting: 7 items were discussed. Go to http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/  and it will tell 
you what your tree is doing. 

One comment from Eleanor Friery addressed caliper size to include “child-sized” trees for the 
school.  

Bare root trees were discussed. Our present supplier provides good sized trees at a very 
reasonable price. Rosemarie Zengen suggested the Tree Commission try to support the local 
nursery businesses. Chairman Guski agreed but noted our limited $1000 budget does not allow 
for higher priced trees. She thought that it might be reasonable for the Commemorative Trees 
Program which relies on donations. 

Avoid invasive species. 

Diversity percentages (5% species, 10% genus, 20% family) should not include maples as there 
are too many to date. 

Public spaces and set-backs were discussed somewhat. 

Saving Trees During Construction:   

Consider the health and vigor of existing trees; No invasive species; Groupings of trees should 
be valued; Selection should be diverse; Preserve soil; Try for a mix of ages and sizes; Remove 
leaning trees especially over the future building location; Trees removed if too close to a new 
house. The group didn’t want to specify the number of feet from the house as it would depend on 
the tree’s final height and spread as well as the lot size. It was felt that general recommendations 
are better for the property owner. The group decided to eliminate the discussion on transplanting 
trees as it is easier to establish new plantings. Barrier should extend beyond the drip line. 
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Marcy Appell noted that the Planning Board can orchestrate what trees stay or come down 
during a site plan review. Chairman Guski asked Marcy to get Planning Board information about 
trees so they could meet one day to discuss it. 

Chairman Guski related that Sue Crane would like models of municipal tree policy that would be 
adopted for new developments in Red Hook. 

There was some discussion on enforcement. Chairman Guski noted that the town’s ordinance 
provides for a $500 fee for taking down trees. Linda Keeling wanted to know if that is per tree or 
per incident. Chairman Guski will investigate that in the Ordinance. (LL No. 1 of 2008) Linda 
noted that 8 trees were taken down on Pitcher Lane across from the Farm Market. Chairman 
Guski asked if it was on public or private property. Linda didn’t know but many of the trees were 
large and in good health. 

Outreach: It was felt that the group has done exceedingly well in this area as the group 
participates at community events, gets varied media coverage, works with the schools, highway 
department and committees, involves community volunteers with planting, Chairman Guski 
delivers written and oral reports to the Town Board, and has established a town website. 

Rosemarie Zengen noted that Sergeant Hildenbrand has community service participants clean 
out the Highway Garage. They enjoyed it because they felt they were doing something 
productive.  Perhaps these individuals will get interested about planting trees too. 

Nancy Guski asked Rosemarie Zengen to write about the Community Days involving the public 
servants.  

Nancy Guski mentioned that Sue Crane suggested doing some segments on PANDA. Ted Saad 
is now on the PANDA Board. 

The group stopped early in time to enjoy the volunteer food and drink gathering in the town hall. 

Adjournment:  

MOTION: Eleanor Friery motioned to adjourn the meeting, Marcy Appell seconded, all agreed.  

Concluded:  The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm. 

Next Meeting:  A Forestry Management Plan workshop meeting’s day and time will be arranged 
Chairman Guski. The next regular meeting is Tuesday, February 19, 2012. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary  

Approved 2-19-13 


