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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: February 19, 2013 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery, Rosemarie Zengen, 
Karen Cadorette, and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  Brenda Cagle, Town Council Liaison 

Guest:  none 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm. There was a 
quorum. Nancy handed out an agenda and a packet of materials related to the discussion for the 
Forestry Management Plan. 

Minutes:  Minor word substitutions and additions for first paragraph under old business #1, 
Emerald Ash Borer Workshop. Page 2, New Business, #1 under Forestry Management Plan 
sentence two eliminated at Eleanor Friery’s request. Page 3, added “property” before owner and 
“participants” between service and clean. 

MOTION: Rosemarie Zengen motioned to accept the minutes with the corrections for the 
January 15, 2013 minutes. Marcy Appell seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS  

1. Letter to Hannaford: Chairman Nancy Guski read a two page letter crafted by Supervisor 
Sue Crane to Ms. Rebecca Brown, Investment Property Manager of Hannaford Supermarket 
regarding the erroroneous planted trees on Hannaford’s property. (Letter Attached) Ms. Brown 
asked Nancy to mark the trees on a map.  

2. Tree Commission’s Celebration Days Write-Up: Rosemarie Zengen presented a one page 
write-up on the outreach programs done throughout the year by the Tree Commission. She will 
include it in her Red Hook Farmer’s Almanac brochure. 

3. Educational Outreach for Arbor Day: Eleanor Friery presented a copy of the informational 
sheet going out to the school for the poster contest. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Tree City Luncheon: Thursday, March 28 from 9:30 am – 2:00 pm, Albany, Holiday Express 
Inn: Everyone from the group received an invitation from the Department of Environmental 
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Conservation. Everyone was willing to attend the event. Chairman Guski will make the 
arrangements. 

2. Forestry Management Plan Workshop (FMP): The majority of the time was spent 
discussing the particulars of creating the FMP. Once a draft is done, the group hopes other town 
committees, like Planning Board, CAC, and ITF can comment on it. Discussions included:  

 Planting two times per year, utilizing good planting practices, mulching  

 Karen Cadorette suggested looking at landscape architect’s drawings with the 
specifications. She will bring in a copy for the next meeting.  

 Planting in groupings, rows, the right of way, and beyond the right of way also known as 
B.R.O.W. 

 It was noted that the Town’s Centers and Greenspace Plan references a 2 ft. planting 
strip. All felt that is too small a spacing. On a positive note Ulster Bank moved their trees 
further in on their property. It was felt this gives the tree a better chance for survival and 
distance from the road salt effects. Chairman Guski mentioned the Urban Tree Research 
management Plan by USDA, 1992, as a reference for passing a green easement ordinance 
with property owner. 

 Over the last 5 years we have spent a total of $5,000 on trees.  

 Urban Planner John Clark likes the trees close to the road. The group likes the tree lawn 
to be more than 10 ft. and not less than 4 ft. Zoning Code 143.146 will need to be 
modified in the future so the FMP and other documents agree. 

SAVING TREES DURING CONSTRUCTION:  

 Don’t save invasive species, use diverse selection to avoid spreading diseases, include 
listings of tree types in FMP 

 Keep rural character and natural environment, clump plantings 

 Marcy Appell: apply for special permit, show overall layout including existing landscape. 
The site plan even for businesses includes soil types, outcroppings, tree masses, 
vegetation, natural areas, rare vegetation, specie type, natural features, tree masses, old 
growth, etc. 

 Rosemarie Zengen: Does the plan take into account the affect on neighboring properties? 
Marcy indicated, “No”. 

 Karen Cadorette: Tree Management Plan includes the forest, everything, mostly public 
lands, borders and right of way. 

 Topsoil: stripped, stock pile, reapply; grass? or “appropriate plant material” 
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 Fence: Critical Root Radius is the Distance at Breast Height (DBH) x 1.5 = CRR; 90% of 
tree roots are in the CRR 

 Nancy Guski referred to the code 128.5 and LL#1 of 2008 regarding trees; Marcy read 
from the Ordinance; she would like to see other plans 

 Who checks that the CRR is being enforced? Marcy indicated the project’s engineer. 

 Brief fine discussion; how implemented, per tree or incident? 

 Arbor Day Celebration will be Sat. April 27th at town hall with activities, speakers and 
luncheon for volunteer tree planters: Marcy Appell and Marcus Molinaro’s memorial 
trees; contact Jeanne Duntz regarding soup, coffee, etc. if she wants to participate and 
reimburse her for expenses. 

Rosemarie Zengen left at 4:12 pm. 

 Red Hook has 40% forest, 9648 acres.  NYS has 19 million acres and 85% private 
owners have 14 million acres helping to protect the watershed. Timber harvesting issue. 

 Karen will work on the master tree list. (Over 500 RH trees in our inventory) 

 Nancy Guski referenced the town law and the good verbiage it contains.  

 Rec Park: new park plantings, budget; old park cranberry bushes pruning; parking trees 

 Commemorative Tree Program: Nancy Guski presented the Village’s form and requested 
Linda Keeling to design a new one for the next meeting so it can eventually be posted on 
the town’s website and a few hard copies left with the Town Clerk. Tree registry. 

 Maintenance: should be pruned after 3 years or 3, 5, 7 to include structure and promote 
health; after FMP can write maintenance grant. Pruning workshop, Anthony. 

 Our DEC forester is very helpful and even sent meeting notes to Nancy Guski. 

Adjournment:  

MOTION: Karen Cadorette motioned to adjourn the meeting, Eleanor Friery seconded, all 
agreed.  

Concluded:  The meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm. 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Tuesday, March 19, 2013 at 2:00 pm to continue 
discussions of the Forestry Management Plan. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary    APPROVED 3/20/13 

       Letter Attached: Feb. 5, 2013 from Supervisor Crane 


