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  DRAFT 

Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: April 16, 2013 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery, Karen Cadorette, Rosemarie Zengen and 
Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  Marcy Appell and Brenda Cagle, Town Council Liaison (could not attend, conflict with 
Village Tree meeting) 

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month 
at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 6:58 pm. There was a 
quorum. Nancy handed out an agenda and a packet of materials related to the discussion about the 
Arbor-Earth Day plans and discussion points for the Forestry Management Plan.  

Minutes:  There were a few minor corrections or additions:  

Rosemarie Zengen: bottom of Page 1 add in “at the Northwind Farms” and insert “day” and correct 
the spelling of “Lily”.  

Eleanor Friery: Page 2, under Mill Road Elementary School, take out line two and insert “yellow 
sheet was handed out to teachers”.  

Nancy Guski: Page 3, take out Pitcher Lane and add in “the whole inventory”. 

MOTION: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the minutes for the March 20, 2013 minutes as 
corrected, Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Reminder: Thursday, April 18th is the luncheon at Eleanor Friery’s house to judge the poster 
contest winners. 

2. Tree City Luncheon: Eleanor Friery and Linda Keeling attended the event on March 28th in 
Albany. Eleanor drove and a rider from Poughkeepsie attended also. Pictures were taken and we 
received a growth award, a new flag, sign stickers, hat and pin. Materials for distribution were 
picked up. The speakers included: Albany Mayor Jerry Jennings, DEC Commissioner Joe Martens, 
Mary Kramarchyk, Sally Kellogg, Andy Holland, Jason Denham, Bill Maloney, Andrew Newman 
and Andy Pleninger. Our Region 3 forester, George Proper,  was very helpful. 

NEW BUSINESS 
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1. Rec Park: Chairman Nancy Guski worked with John Kuhn and two ash trees were removed for 
firewood. He consulted with an arborist. The trees were “in trouble”. John did consult with Nancy 
about how far away the wood could travel. She gave him literature on it.  

2. Tree Commission Stationery: Rosemarie Zengen had ordered the stationery. The Supervisor 
noted that Eleanor Friery’s name was misspelled but not the vendor’s error.  Eleanor gave 
permission to use up the stationery “as is” rather than throwing it out. She also got some brochures 
entitled “Plant Trees or America” which can be handed out on Arbor Day. 

3. Arbor Day, Sat. April 27th, 9-2:  

    A. Mill Road Elementary School: Eleanor Friery described her efforts at Mill Road Elementary 
School. She is working with 15 classes within 2 weeks and planting trees and bushes with Steve 
Hart and the children. She picked up 500 posters today. She showed the book Tree Crazy to the 
group for approval for distribution. It mentions “spirit” and thought it might be somewhat offensive 
to some families. Discussion felt it was not offensive. 

MOTION: Rosemarie Zengen motioned to approve the book Tree Crazy for distribution to poster 
winners, Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed. 

Eleanor Friery noted that the seedlings didn’t come in yet. Friday, she will hand-out, compliments 
of the Tree Preservation Commission, the books, three for every grade level. April 22 is the planting 
date at the school with April 26th as the rain date. 

    B. Picking-Up Tree Seedlings: Chairman Nancy Guski noted that 100 tree seedlings will be 
picked-up Friday, April 19th at the Home and Farm Center in Millbrook.  Linda Keeling volunteered 
to accompany her.  

    C. Posters: Rosemarie Zengen distributed the advertising poster to the group. Everyone was 
pleased with the artwork look. It cost $ .98 each for 50 posters from F&M Printing. It is on the 
town’s website. She recycled the small street sign from last year and placed it at town hall. 

    D. Business & Other Donations: Rosemarie Zengen noted that local businesses will provide the 
following: Hannaford: cold cuts and fruit and plates and plastic ware; Stewarts: 200 soft drinks; 
Migliorelli: 5 gallons of apple cider; Terry’s Bakery: 100 iced tree sugar cookies. Bella Florio: 
center piece; Len Miller: horse and carriage; (Jeanne Duntz will get reimbursed for the ingredients 
for her homemade soups.) Rhinebeck Dance Troop: street performances; Dick Wambach framed 
drawing for the raffle; Michelle Decker: hole-digging; Sue McCann: lunch assistance. Eleanor 
Friery and Bill: tent set-up; Linda Keeling: tree seedling preparations. Integral: trucks and helpers. 
Jeff Tremper and John Kuhn of the Rec Park: old trees relocated and/or disposed.  

    E. Arrangements: Rosemarie Zengen explained the specific plan for the day for the carriage ride 
for the Memorial Tree Celebrations and the speakers. Dignitaries will include: Town Supervisor and 
Councilmen, Dutchess County Executive, 2 village mayors, County Assemblyman and State 
Legislator. A press release was written. At this point there is no band, Karen Cadorette and Linda 
Keeling will see if they can get something. Parking will be at the Rhinebeck Bank. The Red Hook 
Police Department will escort the carriage. Chairman Guski thanked Rosemarie Zengen for pulling 
this together. The Town Clean-Up Crew will have a table and Grandiflora will need a space. 

   F. Hand-outs / Participants: Chairman Guski got 25 “Tree Owners Manuals” copied at Copy 
Cat as we only had 20 left. She ordered the plaque. Scouts, adults, 4-H Club and Who Cares Club 
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and teachers will help plant at the park. Trees will be delivered one week before: 17 for the town 
and 4 for the village. The town will provide the mulch so that is a savings. 

  G. Linden Ave. School Presentation: Chairman Nancy Guski spoke with a large group in the 
cafeteria mid-day then returned later to speak with the Who Cares Club. The group had made 
posters about Arbor Day and hung them up at school. 

4. Forestry Management Plan: Chairman Guski felt we needed another afternoon in the future to 
work on this. She said that Brenda Cagle’s Needs Inventory Report is in draft form but will be 
presented to the Town Board at their next meeting. For the fall planting, we will consider the 3 
generations of Hildenbrand: George, Wayne, and Patrick. St. John’s Church in Barrytown is 
interested in planting 2 trees in the fall in the right-of-way. 

MOTION: Eleanor Friery motioned to adjourn the meeting, Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed.  

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm. 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Tuesday, May 21 at 7:00 pm  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary       


