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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: May 21, 2013 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery, Karen Cadorette, Rosemarie Zengen, 
Marcy Appell, Brenda Cagle (8:10), Town Council Liaison and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  None 

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month 
at the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. There was a 
quorum. Nancy handed out an agenda.  

Minutes:  There were a few corrections or additions:  

Eleanor Friery: p. 2: Steve Hart did not plant trees; he received some with the extras going to Linda 
Keeling for potting up for the Commission. 

Rosemarie Zengen: p. 2: change “Memorial” to “Tree Dedication”, include the politician’s names, 
Terry Gipson didn’t show up. 

Nancy Guski: p. 3: the tree dedication would be just for George Hildenbrand at the town hall 

MOTION: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the minutes for the April 16, 2013 minutes as 
corrected, Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Correspondence: None was received. Chairman Nancy Guski indicated that between herself and 
Rosemarie Zengen 34 thank you notes were sent in regards to the Arbor-Earth Day celebration 
participants. 

2. Rec Park: Chairman Nancy Guski stated she would like to do Arbor Day at the Rec Park next 
year. It would also coincide with the “Save Our Parks” celebration for the following week. The hay 
ride would be more interesting there and the CAC is in agreement. The children could use the 
playground equipment afterwards and it would attract a ready-made audience. The food for 
volunteers could be put under the pavilion. Everyone thought this would be fine and there would be 
no parking issues and the bathrooms are open then.  

Nancy Guski took pictures during this year’s event and will display them on the Town Hall’s 
bulletin board. 
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2. Tree Commission Stationery: Linda Keeling gave the chairman a piece of the group’s stationery 
from last year with the correct spelling for Eleanor Friery’s name. 

3. Poster Contest Update: Eleanor Friery noted there were 600 student participants for the K-4 
posters. It showed that the teachers were really working with the children on the concept of Arbor 
Day. Book prizes were distributed that Friday at the school with a bookplate from the Tree 
Commission. There were 19 winners. Eleanor gave the posters back to the children at the school.  

The 1st graders planted trees. Eleanor did 15 classes. 300 tree cookies were made by Nancy Guski 
and 100 by Eleanor which were distributed, along with Arbor Day bookmarks.  Seedlings were free 
from the Saratoga Tree Nursery. Eleanor dropped off the extra seedlings to Linda Keeling for 
potting up. Eleanor spent $177.26 for stickers, stakes and top soil of that $155.50 was for books. 
She is making a donation. Next year she will need chicken wire.  

Nancy and Eleanor will teach the 6th and 7th graders about tree identification.  

Thank you cards were received from the children from Ms. Kathleen Longendyke’s 3rd grade class. 
They will be posted at the town hall. Eleanor wrote a thank you note to her. 

Chairman Guski thanked Eleanor for her splendid work with the children and teachers. 

4. Rosemarie Zengen’s Report: Dutchess County Legislator Ben Traudt had Rosemarie Zengen 
pass out individual certificates of recognition to the members, including the secretary. Dutchess 
County Executive Marcus Molinaro sent a certificate of recognition for Chairman Nancy Guski and 
the entire Committee for keeping the environment green. Rosemarie presented the Letter to the 
Editor that has not been submitted yet.  

Kathy O’Connor was hired for $40 to film the day’s events and produce a CD for the grant. It was 
played all weekend on PANDA.  

Rosemarie Zengen asked the chairman to sign a donation letter for Nicole and Dick Wambach.  

Congressman Gibson sent a letter of appreciation, via Rosemarie, to the group in the way the group 
handled Arbor Day.  

Other expenses were for Ralph Frisenda’s pasta salad, Jeanne Duntz’s soup and the 4-H Gentle 
Giants donation. All the left-overs went to the Day Lily Day volunteers.  

Chairman Guski and the group thanked Rosemarie Zengen for an excellent job. 

5. Volunteers: Chairman Guski thanked Karen Cadorette of Integral for the use of the two trucks 
and two employees, along with Karen and one 8 yr. old girl who was a worker-bee. Also involved 
were the Scouts, the Who Cares Club and their parents.  

Ted Saad and Ed Guski coordinated the volunteers for the politician speakers.  

Michele Decker of Decker Construction, Inc. dug the holes.  

The Rec Park men and Howie used mulch from the town’s stockpile and will water the trees. 

6. Special Thank You: Chairman Guski thanked the secretary, Linda Keeling, spending 10 hours 
preparing and packaging the seedlings with individual name tags and then running the booth with 
Eleanor Friery.  
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7. Basket Raffle: This was won by Marcella Appell, a first time raffle winner. She was also 
thanked by the group for helping to run the luncheon that day. 

8. Tree Dedication: Marcy Appell and the Molinaro family received trees for the dedication.  

Chairman Guski reported the white oaks are doing fine; however, the one white oak by the red oaks 
at the Rec Park is not doing very well.  

Rosemarie Zengen stated Brook took photos of the Marcy’s tree. Nancy Guski would like a copy for 
the grant. 

The 4-H Gentile Giants donation box was filled with $50 from Dr. James Ross and the Tree 
Commission will donate $100. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Grant Update: 29 trees have been planted of the 32 scheduled for $2527. The grant provides 
$2982 so that leaves $455 still to be used for a fall planting. The rest is in-kind services which we 
have a great deal.  

Nancy Guski needs an estimate from Integral, Eleanor Friery’s hours and Decker Construction to 
complete the massive amount of paperwork for the grant which ends this year. The town pays for 
the expenses up front then gets reimbursed.  

Brenda Cagle’s Street Inventory cost $2,361.74. From the $5,000 that leaves $2,638.26 for the Park 
Inventory.  

Angelo (certified arborist) of Integral gave a reasonable quote of $1800 to inventory the Rec Park. 

2. Street Tree Report: Brenda Cagle made her presentation to Nancy Guski and the Town Board at 
10 pm. at their regular meeting. There are a couple of CD’s. Other inventory personnel were hired. 
The report includes the statistics. 675 planting sites were identified. There are 5 copies of the 
booklet. The Town Clerk will keep one in the office. Karen Cadorette and the Superintendent of 
Highways, Theresa Burke, were very helpful. The information will be posted on the town’s website. 

Rosemarie Zengen left at 7:58 pm. 

Karen Cadorette suggested the Management Plan be protective and get an agreement with the land 
owner to plant on their property.  

There are only 6 ash trees so emerald ash borer is not a big problem for Red Hook. 

8. Forest Management Plan: Chairman Guski handed out a two page outline entitled: 
“Recommendations and Conclusions”.   

1. Keeping an up-to-date Inventory to direct future maintenance and planting. 

2. The stocking level is 67% locally compared to 60% nationally. The group suggested raising it to 
70% and all agreed. 

3. In Red Hook maple trees are 41%; sugar maples are affected by climate change and are not a 
good street tree. They could be planted in the Rec Park. Red maples seem to be okay.  
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Linda Keeling noted maples don’t like acidic soils, liming is beneficial to them. 

4. Diversity of species: 5% but not more than 10% of any one species and not more than 20% in any 
one family. 

5. Location: select the right tree for the right place. 

6. No tree lawn smaller than 4 ft. 

7. Become a tree city. We have been that for the past 2 years. 

8. Be aware of threats: emerald ash borer. Currently ash is not recommended.                                    

Linda Keeling suggested perhaps ash could be planted in the future if scientists can develop a 
resistant strain as in their research quest for the chestnut and elm. 

9. Planting on private property versus in the right-of-way.                                                                       

The roots can spread out and promote overall better tree health providing for a community benefit. 
This is referred to as the BROW or beyond the right-of-way. The question of liability is something 
the group will need to work on. Perhaps an easement contract might address that question. Nancy 
Guski will talk to Brenda Cagle of the Village Green about that suggestion. The NYS Urban 
Forestry Council is studying ways in which a municipality can use public monies for this effort. It 
would probably have to pass by the town attorney. 

Nancy Guski has also been reading the Centers and Greenspace, Zoning Code documents and our 
Tree Ordinance. So far, we have accomplished most of what is listed in the ordinance and her list 
from 3 years ago. The master tree list is still a struggle. 

Brenda Cagle arrived at 8:10 pm. 

Chairman Guski explained to Brenda Cagle that the group reviewed her recommendations. Nancy 
is concerned about trees and construction. She called Robert McKeon to get information about the 
Feller-Newmark proposal and to see the site for herself. She felt that there would be an excessive 
amount of water run-off due to the large removal of the trees at that corner and cause an icing 
condition during the winter. She suggested formulating a letter addressing concerns to be addressed 
during construction for the Planning Board to consider as the public hearing is still open. 

Nancy Guski noted that the Village of Red Hook Pattern Book of architecture and design for their 
master plan is nearly done. 

Nancy Guski gave some statistics. There are 19 million acres of forest in NYS with 19 million 
people. Oxygen is produced on one acre. The town had adopted the Open Space Plan which she 
continues to review. No fragmentation of the forest is encouraged.  

Brenda Cagle suggested hiring Planner, Michele Greig for about $500 regarding clear cutting and 
maintenance wording. Brenda Cagle suggested maybe a policy change is needed.  

MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to talk to Michele Greig to help draft the wording for the 
Forestry Management Plan for a couple of hundred dollars. Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed.  

MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to adjourn the meeting, Eleanor Friery seconded, all agreed.  
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Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Tuesday, June 18 at 7:00 pm  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary       

Approved 6/18/13 


