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DRAFT 

Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: June 18, 2013 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery, Karen Cadorette, Marcy Appell, and Linda 
Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  Rosemarie Zengen and Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison 

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. There was a quorum. 
Nancy handed out an agenda.  

Minutes:  Marcy Appell noted one typo error for “Gentle” on page 2. 

MOTION: Marcy Appell motioned to accept the minutes for the May 21, 2013 minutes as corrected, 
Karen Cadorette seconded, all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Correspondence: None except Eleanor Friery got a thank you note from Elisha O’Shea for her 
participation again this year for her Tree Identification program as part of the school’s Bio-Blast Program. 
Chairman Nancy Guski participated where she could and adjustments had to be made for the 20 minute 
lesson as the first group came out late. They did 12 groups altogether, 6 the first day and 6 the second day. 

Marcy Appell asked what trees were in bloom now and the answer was catalpa. Nancy Guski noted that 
they were Ivory Silk that we planted. Discussion then focused on the dying tree in front of town hall and 
that a replacement should be made. Nancy said she loves the Cornus Kousa, 
(http://www.arborday.org/treeguide/treeDetail.cfm?ID=11) a type of dogwood. The Ivory Silk is a 
Japanese lilac that is also planted at the Rec Park. It’s a good street tree and it stays small. 

2. Special Notes: Linda Keeling noted that it was not reported in May’s minutes that $186.23 was 
received in the form of direct donations for trees and participation in the raffle during the Arbor-Earth 
Day celebration at the town hall. Linda hand delivered a river birch tree to Highway Superintendent 
Teresa Burke as a thank you for her allowing us to use the parking lot that day. 

3. Tree Requests: Chairman Nancy Guski checked with business manager, Debbie Coon, and we still 
have $500 in our budget. 

A. Highway Superintendent Teresa Burke requested a highway department tree. This would fit in with the 
tree dedication for George Hildenbrand. 
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B. St. John’s Church would like to have two trees for their property on River Road in Barrytown: 

C. Supervisor Sue Crane suggested moving the blue spruces at town hall to Abrahams Park and the Rec 
Park. Everyone thought that was a good idea as they would get too big for their present location. Karen 
Cadorette thought this could be accomplished by moving trees in the fall. Linda Keeling noted that Kathy 
Stewart has a tree spade and had offered its use in the past. Nancy Guski asked Karen Cadorette to inquire 
about the cost if we could get a tree spade donated and she agreed.  

4. Forest Management Plan (FMP): Michele Greig volunteered a couple of hours for this project. She 
suggested the topics of tree harvesting and clear cutting need more work. Chairman Guski gave both Sue 
Crane and Teresa Burke a copy of the FMP to review. 

The group reviewed and made additions, corrections and deletions for the 14 page packet from Chairman 
Guski. 

Some of the areas discussed were: watering schedule, money generated, write out abbreviations, more 
info on timber harvesting and presenting to Sue Crane, Steve Cole and the Zoning Review Board, 100 ft. 
from stream, PANDA videos, tree lists with trees not to plant, etc. The order and ease of reading and use 
was addressed and focused on: guidelines and recommendations, history of tree advisory committee, refer 
to Ordinance, urban trees private and public, definitions, maintain a currant invasive species and disease 
list rather than an impact plan, watering schedule 1 in. per wk per diameter in (Karen Cadorette to 
provide a list), highway brush cutting budget, construction, “appropriate species” versus “natives”, 4 sq. 
ft. versus 4 sq. meters, remove term “designer” trees, considering the size of the tree when placing close 
to a structure (at least 5 ft. away),  and include an overlay map. The grant does not require the completion 
of the FMP rather the Inventory will be enclosed. Comments also focused on sidewalks and benches 
along Rt. 9 and the B-R-O-W which provides public benefit. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion focused on whether or not to write a letter to the Planning Board about the Feller Newmark 
proposal. It was decided not to do it now. Possibly the Hoffman proposal developer will contact the Tree 
Commission for recommendations. 

The Inventory will be explained in detail at a later date. 

Linda Keeling noted that she set up a rhubarb stand in the front of her house on a few Saturdays and tried 
to sell some of the trees. People were interested and asked questions but didn’t buy any. 

Adjournment:  

MOTION: Karen Cadorette motioned to adjourn the meeting, Eleanor Friery seconded, all agreed. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 20th  at 7:00 pm  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary       


