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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: October 15, 2013 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Karen Cadorette, Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison (7:30 pm) 
and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent: Marcy Appell, Eleanor Friery and Rosemarie Zengen  

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. She sent the agenda via 
email.  

Minutes:  The minutes from September 17th could not be voted on as there was not a quorum. 

Agenda Items: Hardscrabble Day Follow-up, Fall Planting, Blue Spruce relocation, Commemorative 
Tree Planting for George Hildenbrand, Maintenance Grant, and Forestry Management Plan. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Hardscrabble Day Follow-up: Chairman Guski deferred to Rosemarie Zengen who was not present so 
it will be discussed at the next meeting.  

 NEW BUSINESS 

1. Correspondence: None 

2. Fall Planting: Four trees will be bought from Schichtels for planting: a snowdrift for George 
Hildenbrand set tentatively for Friday, Oct. 25th at 10 am, Nancy Guski has the plaque already, 2 trees on 
River Road at St. John’s Church which they will plant and dig the hole 3 ft. x 3 ft. and 18 inches deep 
with 3 inches of mulch but not touching the bark. Nancy Guski will give them a folder about tree care. 
The town will dig the holes for the commemorative tree and replacement for the town hall and Rec Park. 
If the tree for George doesn’t come on time a new date may have to be picked. 

3. Blue Spruce: Chairman Nancy Guski contacted Kathy Stewart on her cell phone. She is still willing to 
lend her equipment. Karen Cadorette described the tree spade and how it operates. Kathy Stewart said she 
looked at the trees and she can work the spade but needs someone to drive it to the location. Highway 
Superintendent Teresa Burke said one of her guys could do it. Karen Cadorette said the planting sites at 
the Rec Park and Abrahams Park need to be level. Nancy Guski would like the press to cover the moves. 
Karen Cadorette noted that the roots are truncated when moved. Linda Keeling noted that bone meal is 
great for root growth. Karen Cadorette noted it must work as Linda’s potted trees are gorgeous. The 
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targeted date would be some time in November which would be better for Kathy Stewart. Karen 
Cadorette said she would be glad to monitor the work. 

4. Forestry Management Plan (FMP):  Nancy Guski spoke with NYSDEC forester George Profous 
about her notes. He liked it especially the bullets. He suggested planting guidelines and mentioning pH, 4 
x 4 x 4 tree volume, removing trees with a lean greater than 40 degrees or heaving and timber harvesting.  

The group looked at a list of topics and agreed on the new arrangement. Nancy Guski has the information 
the group suggested nearly completed and will ask for assistance from Ted Saad to help her improve the 
format. She wants the document to be short, brief and useful. Karen Cadorette mentioned structural 
pruning of young trees. The agreed upon order is: 1. Introduction, 2. History, 3. Budget, 4. Planting 
Guidelines, 5. Maintenance, 6. Master Tree List, 7. How to Preserve Trees during Construction, 8. 
Outreach, 9. Professional Contacts, 10. Resources Addendum: Inventory, Master Tree List, How to Plant 
a Tree, List of Trees Planted and Commemorative Tree Program.  

Linda Keeling questioned about the possibility of the Tree Commission overseeing the contractual 
maintenance of street trees like that done by Lewis Tree Service’s inappropriate limbing techniques. 
Wording was added to have a Tree Commission member work with the Highway Department and hired 
contractor during municipal tree maintenance. Brenda Cagle thought perhaps a joint meeting might be 
more workable time-wise.  

It was felt that outreach should not include the schools with a workshop for teachers. The suggestion was 
to inform them of DEC workshops since they have their own budget. 

Nancy Guski suggested developing “great trees” in Red Hook which includes old trees, historical property 
related trees, large girth trees, etc. A suggestion might be to create a calendar to bring awareness to the 
public. The group discussed the other areas of concern including a tree list on the Tree Commission’s 
website. Nancy Guski read the formal written statement regarding timber harvesting within the LC 
districts according to DEC guidelines. Discussion also focused on what, if any authority, the Tree 
Commission has for open space. Brenda Cagle felt there is some mention in the law concerning that and 
developing a relationship with the Planning Board in the Tree Ordinance.  

Nancy Guski quoted some statistics about the amount of private tree ownership, the number of tree 
professions, job creation and tourism.  

It was felt that Nancy Guski should go to the Planning Board regarding timber harvesting and clearing 
cutting, referring to the Ordinance and the proposed FMP, and ask them if it needs to be “beefed-up”. 

5. Maintenance Grant: The Urban Forestry grant is due Dec. 5th, 2013. It is $2500 to $50,000 with a 
match. Chairman Guski will approach it as a green infrastructure model project of the town’s campus on 
Rt.9. 

She received a copy of John Kuhn’s playground report referring to dangling tree limbs and hollowed 
locust trees that need to come down. One tree did fall and just missed the pavilion. Nancy Guski felt this 
is one place where the maintenance grant might apply. 

6. Dog Park: Karen Cadorette could not find the location of the dog park. Most felt a clump of trees or 
planting on the perimeter would provide more shade and look better rather than one tree in the middle of 
the park. There was limited discussion on this topic as it was referred to the Town of Rhinebeck.  
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7. Present Grant: Nancy Guski noted that all the work has been completed for this grant and is due on 
August 15, 2014 but she wants to get it submitted soon. She just has to put all the data into a presentable 
format. As soon as she can get it in, then the Town of Red Hook can be reimbursed for expenses. It is 
unknown if one can apply for the next grant if the paperwork for the present grant is not in. Nancy Guski 
will contact DEC. 

Adjournment: Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm. 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 19th at 7:00 pm  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary     

Approved 11-19-13                                                                                                         


