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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: November 19, 2013 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Karen Cadorette, Eleanor Friery, Marcy Appell, Rosemarie 
Zengen and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent:  Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison 

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. She sent the agenda via 
email as well as an attachment of the Draft Forest Management Plan (FMP).  

Rosemarie Zengen, who does not access her email account, was sent the minutes by the secretary via 
regular mail but Rosemarie said she didn’t receive them.  

Minutes:  There was a quorum.  

     Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the minutes from 9-17-13, Karen Cadorette seconded and 
all agreed. 

     Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the minutes from 10-15-13, Marcy Appell seconded and 
all agreed except Rosemarie Zengen.  

Rosemarie felt minutes should not be taken if there is not a quorum. Linda Keeling explained that the 
meeting occurred although there were less than the required number for a quorum but business was 
discussed. She explained a quorum is needed in order to implement motions. Eleanor Friery agreed. 

Karen Cadorette, who was at the last meeting, added that she was glad there were minutes written as it 
helps her to remember what was discussed. The other members agreed. 

Agenda Items: Call to Order, Minutes, Correspondence, Budget, Tree Relocation, FMP final edit, New 
Business, Adjournment 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Hardscrabble Day: Linda Keeling presented a check for $30 from the raffle held during Hardscrabble 
Day. Nancy Guski thanked her and noted to the group that the amount was smaller than in the past due to 
a lack of visitors that day.  

NEW BUSINESS  

 



2 

 

1. Correspondence: Chairman Nancy Guski received a request from Robert McKeon asking the Tree 
Commission to comment on the Feller Newmark Rd. development, Preserve at Lake Kill, to the Planning 
Board. Nancy read the letter to the group and all agreed it was splendidly written and addresses all the 
areas of concern for the Tree Commission’s oversight. She requested a copy of the plan. 

2. Budget: Chairman Nancy Guski informed the group that our submitted budget for $1525 was accepted 
in full by the town board. Everyone was enthusiastically pleased. Nancy related that Brenda Cagle 
indicated to the board that they get “a good bang for your buck” from the Tree Commission. 

3. Trees Relocation: Chairman Nancy Guski acknowledged Kathy Stewart’s willingness to lend her tree 
spade set-up and her driver, Dave Martin. Originally, one tree was to go to Abraham’s Park but it was 
agreed that it was too steep an incline for the spade truck. Both trees will be placed at the Town Rec Park 
which John Kuhn agreed to. Everyone agreed the pair should stay together. Nancy thanked Karen in 
advance with the staking of the trees. 

4. Tree City Application: This is due Dec. 31st. Chairman Nancy Guski is working on finalizing the 
paperwork for this and the current grant. 

5. Maintenance Grant: Chairman Nancy Guski explained that the deadline for the DEC Maintenance 
grant application is Dec. 5th and felt she could not pull it altogether that quickly. Karen Cadorette added 
that the guidelines are confusing and complex. Others added that other communities suffering from past 
storm damage would probably receive preference over our application. All agreed to not apply this year. 

6. Forestry Management Plan (FMP):  Linda Keeling had sent a page of corrections, additions and 
deletions to Chairman Guski which provided a basis to start on the document editing. Nancy noted other 
minor corrections from the group. It was also decided to place a notation under the picture of the children 
receiving their contest prize books as it was not directly related in the writing as a reference. Linda 
Keeling brought up the fact that a parent might not approve of their child’s picture on the front cover. 
Eleanor Friery noted that the parents sign a waiver in the beginning of the year. Nancy will confer with 
the school about this issue to ensure there are no problems. All tree volunteer businesses will be included: 
Integral, Decker and Town Highway. 

Chairman Guski took additional notes on the revisions. She noted that Ted Saad spent 5 hours with her in 
compiling the notes and designing the document. Everyone was very pleased with the format, clarity and 
preciseness of the document so as to be useable by the group and the public. After approved by the town 
board, the FMP will be on the town’s website. In addition, Nancy will prepare two notebooks of 
information with the Ordinance, FMP and Street Tree Inventory as a “Reference Copy” and Town Clerk 
copy.  A recommended Master Tree List for our area will be adapted from forester Lou Sebesta’s tree list.  

Nancy noted that the Street Tree recently completed by Brenda Cagle and the SWAT team indicated 675 
trees and Integral’s Rec Park Inventory listed 227 trees currently for a total of 902 trees.  

Adjournment:  Motion: Marcy Appell motioned to adjourn the meeting, Eleanor Friery seconded and all 
agreed. Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm. 

Next Meeting:  There will NOT be a meeting in December.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary   

Approved as corrected 1/22/14   


