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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: April 15, 2014 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery, Karen Cadorette, Marcy Appell and Linda 
Keeling, secretary 

Absent: Rosemarie Zengen and Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison 

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. She handed out an 
agenda.  

Minutes:  There was a quorum. There were two minor changes to last month’s minutes. 

Page 2: add “for the Nature Trail Program” and change “she” to “Chairman Nancy Guski” 

Note: We did not meet in March. 

     Motion: Marcy Appell motioned to accept the February 25, 2014 minutes, Karen Cadorette seconded 
and all agreed. 

Agenda Items: Call to Order, Minutes, Correspondence, Arbor Day and Spring Planting, General 
Schedule and Planting, School Program, Tree Booth, Lunch for volunteers and Tree Dedication 
Participants.  

OLD BUSINESS:    

1. Correspondence:  

a. Letter from Supervisor Crane regarding tree dedication for retiring Johanna Moore: Chairman 
Nancy Guski read the letter to the group. A tree will be planted at the Recreation Park to honor Johanna 
Moore’s many years of involvement with the summer recreational program for children. 

NEW BUSINESS  

1. Elm Trees: Nancy Guski spoke with Jim Cadorette regarding resistant hybrid elms which are not 
susceptible to Dutch elm disease. There are elms planted in the Village on Prince Street which are doing 
great. 

2. School Trees: Eleanor Friery reported she talked with Paul Menz, head custodian at Mill Rd. School. 
Another tree will probably have to come down. He doesn’t want trees close to the building as it impedes 
the mowing. Teachers, however, do like trees near their classroom windows as it provides cooling shade. 
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Teacher, Debbie Michitsch, 1st grade, will make the case for a tree planting. Perry Sheldon has the final 
say. 

4. Arbor Day Plans Sat. April 26th,  10-2 : Chairman Guski made 8x11 posters and hung them around 
town. She showed a copy. Everyone liked the look, especially the man and child with Earth Day t-shirts 
holding a shovel and a tree readied to be planted. (copy attached) 

There will be three trees planted in front of the recreational park’s pavilion, one for Johanna Moore and 
red oaks replacements with two oaks by the tennis court and a tree at the pavilion, a prunus accolade. 

The tree dedication for George Hildenbrand will be Friday, April 25th, 1:30 pm, at the highway garage. 
The tree was planted last fall. A small reception will take place at the garage. 

We will have just a Tree Commission booth at town hall. Eleanor Friery will set up her tent. Linda 
Keeling will bring her tables and prepare the seedlings for the public.  Winning tree posters will be 
displayed. Nancy Guski and Linda Keeling will pick up the seedlings ordered from DC Cooperative 
Extension in Millbrook on Friday, April 25th. The theme is to keep everything simple this year. Linda 
Keeling reported that the potted plants made it through the harsh winter. This year she laid down 
landscape cloth, fenced and added leaves. So there will be potted plants offered for donations. Nancy 
Guski will again provide a raffle basket of gardening goodies. 

Eleanor Friery will again host a luncheon at her house on Wed. April 16. Nancy Guski, Marcy Appell and 
Linda Keeling will judge the posters. Again, there were about 500 or more entries from K-5. 

Eleanor Friery reported that she ordered 30 trees for the school and they will arrive at her house as school 
is closed. 

Nancy Guski noted that a replacement tree will go in at the town hall. Karen Cadorette and her crew will 
be overseeing the planting of all the trees. Karen felt that about 5 bags of mulch will be needed. The trees 
will be delivered to the town hall as there is room in the garage. 

Luncheon Plans: Jeanne Duntz agreed to make a salad and bring the coffee maker; Sue McCann and 
Marcy Appell will help. Food will be ordered from Griff’s: wraps and cookies from Terry’s Bakery. 
Marcy will take care of the water, juice and coffee. We estimated there would be about 25 to 30 people. 

Nancy Guski said Sue Crane will contact PANDA about our event. 

Nancy Guski will call the County about planting near the County’s roadway in front of the pool building. 
It was felt that there is plenty of room and a future sidewalk is not a problem. 

5. School: Nancy Guski made 150 tree necklaces and can get another 50 together if needed. She bought 4 
tree themed books while in Maine.  

Eleanor Friery met with the first and third grade teachers. She sent out the memo in March then another 
reminder and schedule. The poster winners will be announced Friday, April 25th at 9:00 am. Nancy Guski 
will take pictures. 

6. Tree City Luncheon March 27th, Albany: Linda Keeling reported that she attended the event along 
with Brenda Cagle, Meg and Cecily Frasier from Rhinebeck’s CAC. Cecily drove. The Hilton was in a 
better neighborhood with older multi-storied buildings, a parking garage and the activities took place on 
the first floor, a much nicer venue then in the past. The speakers were informative and new information 
was expressed about the invasive insects and diseases. 
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Nancy Guski noted that 41 towns in Region 3 and the Town of Red Hook was one of five that got a 
growth award. She handed out postcards about attending ReLeaf on July 17-19 but no one was available. 
This year it is on Long Island, Hempstead, and all felt that was too long a distance to travel. 

Adjournment:   

Motion: Karen Cadorette motioned to adjourn the meeting, Marcy Appell seconded and all agreed.  

Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm.  

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, May 20th, 7 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary                                                                                                            
Approved 5/20/14 


