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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

Minutes: May 20, 2014 

 

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery, Marcy Appell, Brenda Cagle Town Council 
Liaison and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent: Karen Cadorette and Rosemarie Zengen  

Guest:  None 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. She handed out an 
agenda.  

Minutes:  There was a quorum. There were a few minor changes to last month’s minutes.                        
p. 2 Item 2:  change spelling of Mense to “Menz.” Remove “on the 23rd”.                                                          
p. 2 Item 4: Add “two oaks by the tennis court and one tree at the pavilion, a prunus accolade”                     
8th paragraph: add in “from Terry’s Bakery”                                                                                                  
Item 6: Change title from Arbor Day to “Tree City”                                                                                          
p. 3, ph. 1: change from 16 to “41” and add in “Region 3 and we were one of the 5 that got it”. 

     Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the April 15, 2014, Marcy Appell seconded and all agreed. 

OLD BUSINESS:    

1. Correspondence: Chairman Nancy Guski sent thank you notes to all that helped with the Arbor Day 
festivities and luncheon: Jeanne Duntz, Sue McCann, Marcy Appell, Agway, Michele Decker, Terry’s 
Bakery and a special thank you to all the Tree Commission members that helped that day.  

2. Arbor Day: All went well. The dedications were lovely. 

Linda Keeling prepared and gave away 80 seedlings with Eleanor Friery under her tent. The seedlings 
cost $106. Linda Keeling contributed 6 potted plants for donations amounting to $116 in tree donations. 
People have reported that their seedlings from the past are growing. 

Eleanor Friery said the plantings at the elementary school are doing well overall with about half success. 

Nancy Guski presented a raffle basket of gardening items and $46 was received. Claire Horst was the 
winner.  

The total Arbor Day donations amounted to $162 which was given to the business manager, Debbie 
Coons who will be retiring soon after 28 years. All appreciated her work efforts and will miss her. 



2 

 

Brenda Cagle said she didn’t mention the activities at the town board meeting but encouraged Nancy to 
make a presentation at the meeting on the 28th. 

3. ReLeaf Meeting May 8th: Chairman Nancy Guski attended. Special emphasis was on the BROW, 
planting Beyond the Right-Of- Way. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. School Outreach: This is our group’s 3rd year invitation to participate. On June 5th & 6th, Nancy Guski 
and Eleanor Friery will participate in the Bio Blitz at Mill Rd. Elementary School by giving a 20 minute 
lesson related to the Nature Trail to several classes. The topics include tree and leaf identification, tree 
diameter measurement. The instruction is having dividends in the children’s overall knowledge of trees. 
The children also love participating in the poster contest. 

Nancy Guski noted she put pictures of the Arbor Day events on the bulletin in the hallway at town hall. 

2. Feller Newmark Development Issue: Robert McKeon asked if our Forest Management Plan (FMP) 
was formally approved by the town board. All felt it would be a good idea to do this.  

Councilman Brenda Cagle indicated it would be a good idea to pass the FMP to the Planning Board for 
their input. By law the FMP must have: an inventory, park, streets, hazardous trees, diversity, public 
annual work plan, tree city applicant, list of trees and trees planted and review mitigation plan when asked 
as in the case of Teviot. Lawyer to the town, Christine Chale, would need to make revisions to the 
wording for the right of way. The maintenance would not be a town expense if on private property.  

Marcy Appell felt much of the reference to construction is in the town’s Subdivision Regulations.  

Brenda Cagle indicated Christine Chale’s comments should be reviewed by the Planning Board and the 
Conservation Advisory Commission and reference to the budget.  

Chairman Nancy Guski stated the FMP is not on the town’s website yet and will need to be marked 
“Draft”. She will contact the town clerk, Sue McCann. 

Brenda Cagle stated in the Tree Commission’s Law there is a reference to the subdivision.  

Nancy Guski stated she reviewed the Feller Newmark proposal on site by herself and took photos. Nancy 
took pictures of the trees. She will contact NYS regional forester, George Profous. Marcy Appell stated 
the escrow account pays for professional fees required of the developer. Marcy felt the Tree Commission 
should stay out of the controversy. Nancy felt the Tree Commission should try to contribute in some 
manner. 

Nancy Guski felt we had a huge start with Brenda’s passing of the Ordinance. We still need to address the 
Right-of-Way issue and the Tree Commission’s website. A further lengthy discussion ensued regarding 
the pros and cons of the project and any potential involvement. 

3. Urban Forestry Conference June 17, 18, 19th: No one will be attending because it is in Hempstead, 
Long Island as it is a far driving distance. 
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4. Attendance: Linda Keeling asked Brenda Cagle if there is still an attendance requirement as one 
member has not attended several meetings. Nancy Guski is aware of the member’s multiple absences and 
is waiting for this person’s decision. 

Adjournment:   

Motion: Marcy Appell motioned to adjourn the meeting, Eleanor Friery seconded and all agreed.  

Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 8:05 pm.  

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, June 17th, 7 pm. No meeting in July. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary    

APPROVED 6/17/14 

  


